
 

  

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy first week of Advent. At Christmas a year ago, I shared a letter with you 

from Stephen McHale, the pastor of Christ Episcopal Church here in Alameda on 

Santa Clare Ave. In that letter, he asked the leaders of the different religious 

communities to reach out to their congregations and ask for monetary 

contributions to help the Warming Shelter continue to serve the homeless in the 

area. In addition to financial contributions, He also asked for volunteers. A year later, Stephen is making 

the same petition. I have included his letter below. 

If you are looking for a way to give back to the community, to witness to your faith, or meet Christ in the 

poor, this could very well be it. We at St. Joseph have a number of ways to participate in the corporal 

works of mercy, but sometimes, we are called to join other groups. We have some parishioners who are 

involved with the Warming Shelter, and they’d be happy if you joined them. 

Remember, as I wrote last week at the end of the liturgical year, Advent is a season that can often be 

corrupted by the noise of consumerism. Indeed, it is good to procure gifts to give away at Christmas, but 

what our faith invites us to prepare for in this season is not simply to give physical gifts purchased in 

stores, but to give the more important ones: the gifts of our presence, our time, our concern; the gifts of 

compassion, mercy, and love to those who do not receive these things in the normal course of the year. 

These are the gifts Christ came to give us as He took a human form. His life, from the manger to the cross, 

was a total gift to all, to the rich and especially the poor. 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  

 

Hello Dear Alameda Clergy, 

As I mentioned to some of you at our recent gathering, Christ Church has been working with the City to 

try to put together a homeless warming shelter in our parish hall for the upcoming winter. It's a long story, 

but one arm of the City cut funding for the shelter in June, while the Mayor seems to have found more 

funding just this week. The major issue now is staffing. An organization called Five Keys is able to staff 

the shelter overnight for two to three nights per week with one staffer. But, they need two people on sight 

to make a go of this. So, the City has asked Christ Church if we can provide volunteers to stay overnight 

in shifts alongside the paid staffer. Five Keys would provide training for the volunteers. This evening I 

circulated the idea with some leaders at Christ Church. I'm not sure we can do it, and we certainly can't 

do it alone. I'm wondering if you could let me know if you believe your outreach/ social justice teams might 

support this kind of volunteer arrangement, with actual volunteers. I realize this would be a very heavy lift 

for, and I'm not at all sure we could pull it off. I'm also sharing this idea with a few Episcopal churches in 

Oakland. As we've done in the past, Christ Church would organize dinners, breakfasts, clothing and 

supplies (drawing on folks from across Alameda) to support the shelter. 

Unfortunately, time is short for pulling this together, as winter is coming fast. Please let me know what you 

think about this difficult opportunity. 

Peace, 

Stephen 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Solemnity of the  

Immaculate Conception 

Holy Day Obligation 
Thursday, December 8 

Mass Times: 8:30 am & 7:00 pm 

Special Collection  
Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development (CCHD) 
 

Thank you for your generous donations last week 

for the CCHD collection—your support will help 

those on the margins who live in poverty in the 

United States.  If you missed the collection, it’s not 

too late to give! Envelopes can be found at all 

entrances to the Basilica. Or, donate through 

FaithDirect here (https://

membership.faithdirect.net/CA702) 

More information on CCHD:  

https://oakdiocese.org/events/cchd-collection-2022 
 

Note: All checks to be issued to “St. Joseph”   

Memo line: “CCHD”. Thank you. 

New Year’s Eve Vocation  
Discernment Night 
Saturday, Dec 31,  3 - 8 pm, 
at Diocesan Youth Retreat Center, Lafayette 

The day includes meeting diocesan clergy and 
seminarians, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
the sacrament of Reconciliation, a Q&A session, 
lunch and dinner.  Register by emailing Father Carl 
Arcosa at CArcosa@oakdiocese.org.  

Please note this event is only for men 18 years and 

older. 

Tuesday Nights 
Adult Formation: 

7 pm in St. Joseph 
Elementary School 
Nov 29 topic is “Exploring Advent;” Dec 6 is 
“Marriage & Vocation” with Fr. Mario. Walk-ins 
welcome. 

Through the centuries, the Church has become 

ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” through 

God, was redeemed from the moment of her 

conception.  That is what the dogma of the 

Immaculate Concepcion confesses, as Blessed 

Pope Pius IX proclaimed on December 8, 1854: 

“The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first 

moment of her conception, by a singular grace 

and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the 

merits of Jesus Christ, Saviour of the human race, 

preserved immune from all stain of original sin.”  

—Catechism of the Catholic Church 

Mark your calendar! 

Breakfast with Santa! 
Sunday, December 4 

8:30 am - 2:00 pm 
(after the Morning and Noon 

Masses) 

Hosted by our Knights of Columbus in the Notre 
Dame Hall, Parish Community are invited for 
breakfast and fellowship.  Goodwill donations 
welcome. 

Simbang Gabi Kick-Off 
Simbang Gabi (Filipino for “Night Masses”) is 
traditionally a pre-dawn novena of Masses 
approximately from December 16-24 culminating at 
Christmas midnight Mass.  

Now on its 10th year, the 
Kick-Off Mass of the 
Simbang Gabi will be at 10 
am, December 10 at All 
Saints Church in Hayward, 
with Bishop Michael C. 
Barber, SJ presiding. This is 
the first time that the kick-off Mass is brought to a 
parish other than the Cathedral of Christ the Light, in 
the hope of engaging the local communities to a 
renewed zeal and hopeful anticipation of the coming 
Christmas, which is what the 9-day devotion – the 
Simbang Gabi novena Masses - is all about. 

Note: Basilica’s Simbang Gabi Novena Masses: 

December 15 to 23, 5:30 am 

https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702
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Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 
David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: 3rd Sundays, 2 - 4 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact:  suzanne@morris.guide 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 
Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 
Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 
Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 
afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, 
Learning Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on ZOOM. 
Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 
jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, Basilica. 
Contact Michael Chinnavaso, mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on Zoom. 

Contact Anne Marie Fourre: afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://
sjbalameda.org/scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November & 
December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. Contact 
Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENTS  

Sacrament of Marriage: Preparation for registered, 

active parishioners should begin at least six months in 
advance of the proposed wedding date. Please contact 
Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process.  
Call 510. 995.9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Sacrament of Baptism: 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger) contact Sherley 
Lim 510.995.9420, or email: 
Sepsecretary@sjbalameda.org  

• For adults or children over age 6, please contact 
Anne Marie, 510.995.9409, or email: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org  

Christian Burial: Funerals and the Rite of Christian 
Burial are made in conjunction with the Mortuary of your 
choosing. Please contact the Mortuary first. 

Note: For Funeral Mass scheduling, please contact 
Sherley Lim 510.995.9420 

     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Giving Thanks 

Happy New Year!  The Church begins its new 

liturgical year on the First Sunday of 

Advent.  Since it’s just a few days after 

Thanksgiving this is the perfect time to 

express gratitude to all you who give so 

generously of your time to share your faith 

with others: the catechists in Sacrament 

Preparation, Whole Family Catechesis, 

Confirmation, Infant Baptism, and Christian 

Initiation for adults; those responsible for the 

monthly Parish Family Activities and 

especially to parents who are sharing their 

faith with their children every day.  Our parish 

is here to help in your sacred mission.  Visit 

our website https://sjbalameda.org/family-

activity for Advent resources.  Use St. 

Joseph’s FORMED subscription (https://

formed.org/) to access videos and talks for 

children, teens and adults.  Please contact us 

if thinking about becoming Catholic or looking 

for ways to enrich your faith: Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or 510-995-9409. 

 

The First Advent Candle 

The Candle of Hope 

The first candle symbolizes hope and is called the 

"Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old 

Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for 

the Messiah’s arrival. The purple color symbolizes 

royalty, repentance, and fasting.   

Living the Faith: 

Advent is a time of expectation and hope 

filled with rich traditions. “Advent” means 

“arrival” or “coming,” and it prompts us to 

pause each day in December and remember 

why Jesus came at Christmas. Traditions vary 

by country, but common ways of 

commemorating Jesus’ birth are through 

Advent calendars, wreaths, and candles. 

Ideally, any Advent tradition should involve 

families in a fun activity each day of 

December, helping them remember why we 

celebrate Christmas. The advent wreath and 

candles provide beautiful symbolism for each 

week of advent as we wait for Christmas to 

arrive. —Laura Richie/Crosswalk.com 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Martha Baca, 
Romelita Bautista, Jan Curtis, Jazlynn Cain, Nia 
Cain,  Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, PJ 
Dobbins, Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, Gladys 
Ordono, Nerio Pedroche, Joyce Price, Claire 
Robles, Roxanna Ramirez, Nory A. Reyes, Adriel 
Surot and Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers and/or 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor  

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the weekly 
Altar Flowers, or one candle for the weekly 
Sanctuary Lamp. Your intention will be printed in 
the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Sanctuary 
Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. To 
sponsor and select a date,  please contact Sherley 
Lim at: secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 
995 9420. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Fridays Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

   

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, November 26 

8:30 am Irene & GraceMary Durstewitz 

5:00 pm 1) John & Marie O’Niel 

  2) Ney Apura, Jr. - Thanksgiving 
 

  Sunday, November 27 

7:30 am Mary, Joan & John O’Neil 

9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm 1) †Michael Rusca 

  2) †Emilio Pangilinan 
7:00 pm †Jose Belgica - Birthday Remembrance 
    

  Monday, November 28 

 8:30 am †Presentacion Neis 
 

  Tuesday, November 29 

 8:30 am Sandra & Richard Anderson - 67th Wedding 
  Anniversary 

  Wednesday, November 30 

8:30 am 1) †Pedro Alcantara - Birthday Remembrance 

  2) †Elvie Mendoza 
 

  Thursday, December 1 

10:00 am †Presentacion Neis 

  Friday, December 2 

8:30 am 1)†Floyd Ray Carter 

  2)†Sally Gallagher 
 

  Saturday, December 3 

8:30 am Belgica Chavez Family - Thanksgiving 

5:00 pm Living & Deceased Members of Shimizu 
  Family 
 

  Sunday, December 4 

7:30 am †Sebastian Baldasarre 

9:30 am Victoriano Nabaza, Jr. - Birthday 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm †Dr. Michael Dobbins 

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for month of  

November is lit for the  

Holy Souls in Purgatory 

The Sanctuary Flowers 
The Sanctuary Flowers for the week of  

November 26-27 is sponsored by  

the Pardo & LeBlanc Families for 

Thanksgiving intentions. 

Advent Prayer 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
O God, you are great 
indeed. 

Look upon us and 
reveal your glory, 
promised to Abraham 
and sent to us 
through David and his lineage. 

Send us the warmth of your love, the light of your Word, 
the vision of your wisdom, and the comfort of your people. 
Open our hearts in welcome and grant us your salvation. 
Fill our minds with watchful hope 
and let us see your kindness. 

Give us new life, the promise and joy of salvation. 
May the glory of your Son dwell in our land forever. 

We pray: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
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Other News 

 

Winter Arts Festival at  

St. Joseph Notre Dame High School  

Wednesday, December 7, 6:30 - 8:30 pm, @ Kelly Gym 

Join us for an evening of music and art at the annual Winter Festival 
of the Arts on Wednesday, December 7th in the Kelly Gym, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

There will be student performances from the bands, the choir, and 
the musical theater classes. 

In addition, there will also be a slide show and an exhibition of 
student artwork.  

Admission is free— all are welcome! 

 

DECEMBER 2022: 
MIDNIGHT  

—A Soli Deo Gloria Concert— 

 
 

Sunday, December 4 

3:30 pm, Basilica 

Experience the beauty, wonder, and 

inspiration Charpentier’s carol mass —Messe 

de Minuit pour Noël (Christmas midnight 

mass). The concert also features favorites by 

Britten, Rutter, Bob Chilcott, and more. 

For more information or ticket purchase: 

here (https://sdgloria.org/soli-deo-gloria-

concerts/) 

https://sdgloria.org/soli-deo-gloria-concerts/
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Celebrating Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Special Events honoring Our Lady in  

the month of December. 
All Are Welcome! 

 

 Novena in the Basilica: December 3 through 11: 

 December 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10: 6:00 pm 

 December 4 and 11: 1:00 pm (or immediately after Noon Mass) 

 

 Bi-Lingual Mass: Sunday, December 11, 9:30 am 
 

• Las Mañanitas : Monday, December 12, 6 am, Basilica 

 Morning songs to the Virgin, followed by light refreshment 
 

íViva la Virgen de Guadalupe!   
íViva Cristo Rey! 



 


