
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

On Tuesday, the U.S. Senate voted to pass the Respect for Marriage Act (RFMA), 

which would provide federal recognition of same-sex marriages – ensuring their legal 

rights – regardless of which state they were performed in. Now the bill will be decided 

by the House, and if it passes, will be signed into law by the President. This bill is 

causing some concern within the Church, since it is unclear if it provides adequate protection for those who 

believe that marriage is between a man and a woman, e.g., a baker who, following his conscience, declines 

to bake a cake for a same-sex wedding, or a faith-based adoption agency that denies a same-sex couple a 

child. Can they be punished? Will they be afforded religious liberty? We will see. 

The issue of marriage is a difficult one to say the least. It appears the Catholic Church is one of the last, if 

not the last institution that teaches that marriage is a relationship that can only take place between one man 

and one woman. If you would like to learn more about marriage and the Sacrament of Matrimony, I invite 

you to attend Tuesday night’s adult faith formation session in the Learning Center where I will cover this 

topic. This is usually a session intended for those in Adult Confirmation to learn more about the Sacraments, 

but this is a topic that is important for everyone to learn more about, especially those of you who have 

children who may want to get married outside of the Church. I hope we can have an open and respectful 

discussion on this Sacrament together. 

As a priest, I have these conversations regularly (and as the administrator of a high school, they are 

becoming more and more important). Sometimes they are with couples preparing for marriage, other times 

they are with couples seeking guidance through marriage difficulties, and sometimes, I meet with those who 

are seeking to have their marriage declared null (a.k.a. annulment). Marriage is a challenge, and no 

marriage is perfect, which is why I want to do what I can to help your marriages thrive. This is why I 

implemented a more in-depth marriage prep program called “Witness to Love” (WtL), with its marriage 

enrichment program, “Be Light”. WtL is a program where the engaged couple can learn from an 

experienced mentor couple who also serve as a lifeline to a loving and supportive parish community, 

because we are not called to journey through our vocations alone, whatever those vocations are. 

For a lot of people, that vocation is marriage, but not everyone is called to that state in life. I am not, and 

often times people who experience same-sex attraction aren’t either. But that doesn’t mean that they aren’t 

called to experience profound and meaningful love. No, people who experience same-sex attraction are not 

exiled from the Catholic Church. On the contrary, they are called to encounter the love of God and neighbor 

as active members of the Church. Here is a quote from a letter sent by the U.S. Bishops to our Senators in 

July regarding the RFMA, which speaks to this truth, “People who experience same-sex attraction should be 

treated with the same respect and compassion as anyone, on account of their human dignity, and never be 

subject to unjust discrimination.” 

What the letter goes on to say, which is difficult for many to accept is that “an inherent aspect of the 

definition of marriage itself is the complementarity between the two sexes. Marriage as a lifelong, exclusive 

union of one man and one woman, and open to new life, is not just a religious ideal – it is, on the whole, 

what is best for society in a concrete sense, especially for children.” 

This may be difficult to hear, but it is not a slight on those who experience same-sex attraction, because 

when the Church tells us “no,” (and we all hear that from time to time), She is always inviting us to a greater 

“yes,” a greater participation in Love. Sometimes this requires greater discernment about how this “yes” will 

be lived out practically, which may also require a bit of sacrifice. And yet, even if it does require that, we can 

be sure that however God invites us to love, whether it be marriage or priesthood, religious life or the single 

life, it will be fulfilling and good, because He loves us, each and every one. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday Nights Adult Formation: 

7-8:30pm in St. Joseph Elementary School 

Walk-in’s welcome.  

Upcoming Schedule/Topics: 

Dec 6:  “Marriage and Vocation” with Fr. Mario*   

Dec 13: Symbolon’s “The Holy Spirit” 
Dec 20: “Prayer” with Teri Rose (in Parish Office/
Rectory)* 
 

*Supplemental material is available from Anne 
Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org.   

Diocese Kicks off Simbang Gabi... 

Simbang Gabi (Filipino for “Night Masses”) is 
traditionally a pre-dawn novena of Masses 
approximately from December 16-24 culminating at 
Christmas midnight Mass.  

Join Bishop Michael 
Barber for the Simbang 
Gabi Kick-Off Mass at 10 
am, December 10 at All 
Saints Church in 
Hayward.  This is the first 
time that the kick-off Mass 
is brought to a parish 
other than the Cathedral 
of Christ the Light, in the hope of engaging the 
local communities to a renewed zeal and hopeful 
anticipation of the coming Christmas, which is what 
the 9-day devotion – the Simbang Gabi novena 
Masses - is all about. 

                                 —-/—-/—- 

Simbang Gabi  

“Dawn Masses”  @ the Basilica 
December 15 - 23rd at 5:30 am 

 

At St. Joseph, we celebrate this special tradition 

with Mass at 5:30 am daily, with singing in Tagalog 

and traditional lanterns, or parol,  lighting up the 

Church.  All are invited to join our Filipino 

Community for the Masses, followed by breakfast 

in Notre Dame Hall.  Volunteers are most welcome 

to help with set-up, food or music.  Contact Alex 

Ramos: 510.708.9640 or email: 

aramos94501@gmail.com. 

 

 

Solemnity of the  

Immaculate 

Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Thursday, December 8 
 

Mass Times:  

8:30 am & 7:00 pm 
 

(Note: Incense will be used 
at the 7 pm Mass) 

Pro-Life Second Saturday Rosary 
Saturday, December 10 

Gather with the Alameda Catholic Community in 

praying the Rosary for an end to abortion. We 

meet in front of City Hall in Alameda at 9:15am. 

Rosary will 

start at 9:30 

am. Join us in 

in being a 

voice for our 

voiceless 

brother and 

sisters. 

High School’s 

Christmas Concert 
On the evening of 

December 10th, all are 

invited to a festive holiday 

performance in the Kelly 

Gymnasium at 7:30 pm! At 

this special event, you will 

hear a variety of sacred 

and secular Christmas 

songs performed by 

SJND's One Voice Choir, 

the American Sign 

Language class, and student musicians....PLUS...a 

guest performance featuring members of SJND's 

faculty and staff! Break out your  Santa hats and 

Christmas sweaters and join us for this FREE 

performance!  

 

December Collections 

 Maintenance Collection (Dec 3/4) 

 Retirement Fund for Religious (Dec 10/11) 

Note: Issued check to St. Joseph with memo line: 
Religious Retirement. 
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     Parish Life   

Faith Formation Update 

St. Joseph’s welcomed three new catechumens (those who have formally committed to baptism in the 

Catholic Church), at the noon Mass on the Feast of Christ the King. School-aged children Isaiah, Lauren 

and Avery were accompanied by family members when they expressed their desire for Baptism during the 

Rite of Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens. Please keep them and our adult catechumens Michael 

and Kirsten in your prayers. Who do YOU know who may be seeking what our faith offers? Maybe it’s time 

you invite them – to Mass, a parish event, a talk, a Bible study, a visit to the homebound, to whatever 

makes you happy to be Catholic. And then maybe to consider Christian Initiation https://sjbalameda.org/

 

Active Parish Ministries 

• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, 

Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: 

David Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Grief Ministry: 3rd Sundays, 2 - 4 pm, Learning Center. 

Contact (until further notice):  suzanne@morris.guide 

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning 

Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 

      Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning 

Center. Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, 

Learning Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming 

Catholic): Contact Anne Marie for details 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 

am, Learning Center. Contact: 

louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday on 

ZOOM. Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  or 

jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, 

Basilica. Contact Michael Chinnavaso, 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am on 

Zoom. Contact Anne Marie Fourre: 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://sjbalameda.org/

scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: November 

& December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. 

Contact Anna Rossi for details:amrossi1238@aol.com 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The 
Suffering In Our Community 

Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Martha Baca, 
Romelita Bautista, Jan Curtis, Jazlynn Cain, Nia 
Cain,  Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, PJ 
Dobbins, Noel Folsom, Rino Gacad, Gladys 
Ordono, Juanita Perez, Nerio Pedroche, Joyce 
Price, Claire Robles, Roxanna Ramirez, Nory A. 
Reyes, Adriel Surot and Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name 
added to the Sick List, please email: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Friday Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning Mass 

Devotions  

   

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, December 3 

8:30 am Belgica Chavez Family - Thanksgiving 

5:00 pm Living & Deceased Members of Shimizu 
  Family 
 

  Sunday, December 4 

7:30 am †Sebastian Baldasarre 

9:30 am Victoriano Nabaza, Jr. - Birthday 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm †Dr. Michael Dobbins 
    

  Monday, December 5 

 8:30 am The Residents of Bayview Nursing & Rehab 
  Center 
 

  Tuesday, December 6 

 8:30 am 1) †Kenny Kwong 

  2) †Trinidad Chavez Belgica - Birthday  
      Remembrance 

  Wednesday, December 7 

8:30 am 1) †Guadalupe & Olivia Gomez 

  2) †Patricia Gomez 
 

  Thursday, December 8 

  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
  of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:30 am People of the Parish 

7:00 pm People of the Parish 

  Friday, December 9 

8:30 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

  Saturday, December 10 

8:30 am †Montano Merquillo - Death Anniversary 

5:00 pm †Rodolfo B. Manuntag 
 

  Sunday, December 11 

7:30 am †Ron & Millicent Saludek 

9:30 am Martin & Dobbins Families 

12:00 pm Carl & Lucille Cronin 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
    

 

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the weekend of  

December 3-4 is  sponsored in 

loving memory of the Deceased Members of 

the Gacad Family  

The Sanctuary Flowers 
The Sanctuary Flowers for the weekend of  

December 3-4 is sponsored in 

loving memory of Dr. Michael Dobbins on  

his death anniversary. 

Funeral Announcement 
Catherine & Bernard Welz 

Saturday, December 10 

11 am, Basilica 

Rest in Peace 

 

 

The Second Advent 

Candle: 

The “Bethlehem’s 

Candle” 

The second 

candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s 

Candle" - that symbolizes Faith. Micah had foretold that 

the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, which is also 

the birthplace of King David. The second candle is also 

purple to symbolize preparation for the coming King. 
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Have you moved?  

Changed your  phone number or email?  

Please call the parish office, 510.522.0181, or email 

Parish Secretary, secretary@sjbalameda.org, if any of 

your contact information has changed. 

Bishop’s Ministries Appeal 2022 

A gratitude of thanks to all who have already 

contributed to “Feed my lambs, feed my sheep” 

Bishop’s Appeal. Thank you for the generosity and 

continued support of our 

parish community. “Feed my 

lambs, feed my sheep” refers 

primarily to Holy Communion, 

but it also extends to the 

ministries of instruction, 

catechism, schools, and 

charities; feeding people with 

the word of God, feeding 

people with the truth of the 

Catholic faith, feeding people 

with pastoral care.  

If you have not contributed, please consider supporting 

the Appeal. The pledge envelopes are found at all 

entrances to the Basilica. Or, for your convenience, 

donate online: https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-

ministries-appeal 

 

Giving Back 

 

ANGEL GIVING 
PROJECT 2022 

 

This project is a way to 

provide a Christmas gift or gift card to a 

needy child, adult or senior in our 

community. If you wish to participate, we 

invite you to make a check payable to St 

Joseph Basilica with “Angel Giving 

Project or Midway Shelter” in the memo 

line. You may also donate via credit card 

through FAITH DIRECT link here (https://

membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/

CA702/40619). 

The Committee will purchase and deliver 

the gifts and gift cards. Checks can be 

dropped off or mailed to St Joseph 

Basilica, 1109 Chestnut St, Alameda CA 

94501. Please put Angel Giving Project 

on the envelope. Contributions will be 

accepted from October 16 through 

December 20, 2022. We thank you very 

much for your support. Any questions? 

Please call Peggy Ritchie: 510.865.8352. 

 

Stewardship in Action! 

St. Joseph Elementary School held a food 

drive in the month of November to support  

St. Vincent de Paul Conference Annual 

Thanksgiving Food Drive for the needy in our 

community. 
 

Students from each class were asked to bring 

in different food items to donate for the Food 

Drive. Go Royals! 

Seen in this picture are our Student Council 
leaders helping to organize the food for donations 
from the St. Joseph students. 
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