
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

Happy New Year! Today we celebrate the Feast Day of the Epiphany, which comes 
from the Greek word which means “appearance” or “manifestation.” On this feast we 
remember the manifestation of Christ to the three wise men, or magi, from the East. In 
effect, this appearance was a symbolic one, or more aptly, the fulfillment of the faith of 
our Jewish ancestors that believed that God would manifest Himself to the Jews and 
the Gentiles alike. God is not a hidden God. He is not a secretive God, a God of a select few. He is the God 
of all. He is the God of your life and mine, which is why I’d like to reiterate what I wrote last week about New 
Year’s resolutions. At the beginning of this new year, let us commit to giving ourselves more to God, and to 
becoming more like Him. After all, this is why He came to us. The ancient Church Fathers were unanimous 
in their declaration that “God became man so that man might become God.” How can we do this? I’d like to 
propose three ways: the liturgy, educating yourself in the faith, and service. 

The liturgy, the times we come together to pray at Church, are so critical for us in order to grow in likeness to 
Christ. This is because Christ comes to us in the liturgy and leads us in prayer. In the liturgy of the Eucharist, 
He offers us the clearest path to a fulfilling life: His prayer of thanksgiving, and His humble offering of 
Himself to the Father. You want to live a happy life, meet Christ in prayer, thank Him for your life, and offer 
yourself to God the Father in humble obedience. He will not let you down. 

When it comes to the liturgy, so often people bemoan, “I don’t get anything out of Mass.” Rubbish. They 
don’t get anything out of it because they don’t put anything into it. How did the saints become saints? They 
devoted themselves to prayer, study and service of others. If we want to get more out of the liturgy, we must 
start by educating ourselves, which is a constant effort. How many books on the faith did you read last year? 
How many videos on the faith did you watch? We have a subscription to an online database called 
FORMED full of educational videos and movies. We host Tuesday night adult faith formation enrichment, 
where you can learn more about your faith. Learn the faith, read the Bible, get to know the saints. These 
were ordinary people like me and you who loved the liturgy, especially Mass, and serving others. 

When it comes to serving others, I had a pretty earth-shaking experience on Christmas Eve. As the 5pm 
Mass was about to start, a homeless woman with obvious mental illness was in the Gathering Space and the 
Basilica at one point. Since she was becoming agitated and yelling, a parishioner escorted her outside. 
Before the 8pm Mass began, I saw her outside again, and approached her to talk. It was not pleasant. I was 
on my way to a family’s house for a little respite before the midnight Mass, but something told me I needed 
to stay behind, more so to keep an eye on her. Again, she was causing a commotion before Mass began, 
screaming profanities in the Church, but the more we tried to escort her out, the more she fought. So, we let 
her stay, and like we do with children, I bargained with her: “if you’re quiet you can stay inside; if you’re not, 
we have to go outside.” She agreed...for the most part. 

I sat with her the entire Mass. It was uncomfortable. She smelled bad. She was letting out uncontrollable 
shouts. I could tell that some people in the pews were very unsettled. But Fr. Sunil kept the Mass going as 
the thought kept coming into my mind, “who did Jesus come for? People like her.” He came for her. 

After Mass was over, some people came up to me and commended me and for sitting with her. I appreciated 
that, because it was mentally tiring, but ultimately, did I deserve commendation? Isn’t that what Jesus would 
have done? I mean, what was the first Christmas like? What was it like when the Magi arrived? It was dirty. 
There were animals there; it was probably gross. There were societal outcasts there, the shepherds, whom 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph welcomed. I should have thanked that woman for joining us and allowing me to sit 
with her, for allowing me the opportunity to choose to be more Christlike. That was a taste of the true 
meaning of Christmas, which I haven’t had for a while, and hopefully won’t soon forget. 

So, do you want to become more Christlike this year? It will take work, an intentional regimen of the liturgy, 
faith formation, and service, which intermingle and inform each other. Give it a try. I am here to help. I’ll be 
doing the same. 

With much love, 
Fr. Mario  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday Nights Adult Formation 
Join us Jan 10 as the Symbolon video & discussion 

series nears its conclusion with “Why Do I Need the 

Church?” 7:00 to 8:30 pm in St. Joseph Elementary 

School. The remaining sessions are Jan 17: “Mary 

and the Saints” and Jan 24: “The Last Things.”  

“Learning to Pray” Series  
with Ann Naffziger starts next week 

6 week series based on Learning to Pray: A Guide 
for Everyone by James Martin S.J. In person 
Tuesday mornings 10 – 11:30am in St. Barnabas 
Church starting January 10 or on Zoom Wednesday 
night 7-8:30pm starting January 11. Freewill offering. 
Email ann@gospelliving.org to register. More info at 
https://sjbalameda.org/adult-faith-formation 

Pro-Life Second Saturday Rosary 
January 14 

Join us in praying for an end to abortion with  the 

Alameda Catholic Community. Gather at 9:15 am in 

front of Alameda’s City Hall. Let’s be a voice for our 

voiceless brothers and sisters!  

 

Lunar New Year falls on Sunday, January 22.  

We invite our Parish Family, especially those who 

celebrate the Lunar New Year, to attend the 8:30 

am Daily Mass on Monday, January 23, followed 

by a light reception, hosted by our Vietnamese 

Community, in the Vestibule. Red envelopes will 

be blessed and distributed at the Reception. 

Please join us. 

Happy Lunar New Year 2023 

Community Blood Drive with Knights 
of Columbus  
Saturday January 21, 2023, 9 am - 4 pm 

Notre Dame Hall  

To schedule your appointment or for more 

information, visit Redcrossblood.org (enter 

sponsor Code: ALAMEDAKOFC when 

scheduling your appointment), or call1-800733-

2767.  Masks and social distancing are 

recommended for donors and volunteers.  

Note: If you have questions regarding your 

eligibility to donate blood, call 1-866-236-3276. 

Upcoming Special Collection: 

Diocesan Seminarian 
January 14/15 

Please support our Diocese Seminarians with your 

generous donations. Thank you. 

Note: Envelopes are available in the Basilica or Parish 

Office.  Please write check to St. Joseph, with memo-line: 

Seminarians Collection. 

 

“Be Light Date Night” Series 

Saturday, January 28,  6:30 - 8:30pm 

Location: Saint Joseph Learning Center 

Take this time to renew your marriage and build 

new relationships with other couples in our Parish 

Community! Register today and let your marriage 

BE LIGHT! For more information or RSVP, please 

click here. carlosmariana2009@gmail.com. 

 

Note: Light Refreshments are provided. Childcare 

for 3 and up is available with RSVP. Children 

under 3 are welcome to stay with their parents.  

Feast of Santo Niño 

Sunday, January 15 

The Feast will be celebrated 

on Sunday, January 15 at 

the 9:30 am Mass.  

You are invited to bring your 

statues and place them on a 

table by the Altar for a special 

blessing. Light refreshment 

will follow after Mass, hosted by our Simbang Gabi 

Ministry. All are welcome! 

mailto:ann@gospelliving.org
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     Parish Life   

Faith Formation  

Happy Feast of the Epiphany! The Magi 

journeyed with each other to encounter Jesus. 

Gathering together is part of who we are. Over 

the past month Fr. Mario met with families whose 

children will celebrate First Reconciliation in a 

few weeks, and with the families in Whole Family 

Catechesis. The youngsters in Christ in Action 

offered a lovely meditation at the 5pm Mass on 

Christmas Eve, and the Parish Family Activity 

team has prepared an Epiphany celebration for 

everyone this morning (Jan 8). The Thursday 

Scripture Reflection on Zoom has continued 

without a break. Coming up, Adult Formation 

resumes this Tuesday for those interested in 

learning about Catholicism or in deepening their 

faith, and on January 21 our teens in Youth 

Confirmation will journey together to the Walk for 

Life in San Francisco. With whom do you travel 

or gather to encounter and follow Jesus? How 

can our parish help you follow that star?  

Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: David 
Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
       Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): 
Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday 
on ZOOM. Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, 
Basilica. Contact Michael Chinnavaso, 
mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am 

on Zoom. Contact Anne Marie Fourre: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://sjbalameda.org/
scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: 
November & December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. 
Contact Anna Rossi for 
details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

 

Thank you…appreciation to All who contributed to our Parish’s celebration of Advent and Christmas: 

Clergy, Ushers and Greeters, Sacristans, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers, Musicians, Cantors, 

Choir members, Simbang Gabi Ministry, Angel Giving Project, St. Vincent de Paul, Guadalupe Ministry, 

Christ In Action Children Ministry, Knights of Columbus,  Parish Staff and all the Volunteers who made our 

Advent and Christmas liturgies so memorable. 

Thank you  to our Arts and Environment Team (lead by Eric Bertelsen) who helped decorate our Basilica 

beautifully and volunteers who helped our priests with the outdoors Christmas lightings. 

And, special thanks to our Parishioners who shared your time and treasure so generously. 

God bless.  

Other news: January has been 

designated as National Slavery and 

Human Trafficking Prevention 

Month...There are more than 40 million people who 

have been affected by human trafficking worldwide 

including many in our own communities. 

To learn more about trafficking and how you can help 

fight human trafficking, visit: www.oakdiocese.org/

human-trafficking-awareness 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Rosie Apura, Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, 
Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, PJ 
Dobbins, Carol Gottstein, Manpreet Gill, Rino Gacad, Arnie Perlas 
Rodriguez, Claire Robles, Nory A. Reyes, Mary Tigh and Ramon 
Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name added to the Sick 
List, please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Friday Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning 

Devotions  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, January 7 

8:30 am 1) Immaculate Heart of Mary 

  2) +Christina Goodman 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, January 8 

7:30 am San Buenaventura & Merquillo Families -Thanksgiving 

9:30 am Therese & Ronnie Labuguen - Wedding Anniversary 

12:00 pm 1) +Violeta Oliva 

  2) +Larry & Paul Kempel 

7:00 pm +Ester Gangcuangco - Death Anniverdary 
    

  Monday, January 9 

 8:30 am +Joseph Lap Nguyen & +Josephine Loan Nugyen 
 

  Tuesday, January 10 

 8:30 am Daniel Lim - Birthday 

  Wednesday, January 11 

8:30 am 1) +Bozena Jarzabska 

  2) +Pat Dundon 

  Thursday, January 12 

8:30 am 1) +Frank & Darlene Skiles 

  2) +Ho Son - Death Anniversary 
 

  Friday, January 13 

8:30 am +Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

  Saturday, January 14 

8:30 am 1) +George & Anna Goulet 

  2) Goulet Family 

5:00 pm 1) +Remy Ramos 
  2) +Kenneth Tucker 
 

  Sunday, January 15 

7:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

9:30 am Carmen Sandoval & Family 

12:00 pm 1) +Tom Spiersch 

  2) Patrick Thong - Thanksgiving 

7:00 pm Nerio Pedroche - Healing 

Pope Francis has entrusted his 2023 

prayer intentions to the Pope’s Worldwide 

Prayer Network. They represent a wide 

array of challenges facing humanity and 

are the result of much prayer and 

discernment over the past several months. 

Areas in need of prayer in 2023 will 

include: educators, non-violence, victims of 

abuse, World Youth Day and for the Synod 

to name a few.  

January Prayer Intention: 

For educators: 

We pray that educators may be credible 

witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 

competition and helping the youngest and 

most vulnerable above all.  

Recent Passing 
Loreta Caoile 

Rest in Peace 

January Infant 

Baptisms 

Congratulations 

and welcome:  

Éisa, Mila & 

Ximena MORA 

into our community of faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Please keep the children, their 

parents and godparents in your 

prayers.   

(Communal Infant baptism is 

celebrated on the first Sunday of the 

month at all the Masses. For more 

information, please  visit our website: 

https://sjbalameda.org/baptism) 
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