
 

  

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

I recently came across a video of Bishop Robert Barron (we have watched a couple of his 
series in adult faith formation: “Catholicism” and “The Mass”). In this short video on 
YouTube entitled, “4 Ways to Grow the Church,” he talks about the situation many 
dioceses find themselves in, the one we find ourselves in here in Oakland, which is, 
restructuring and consolidating. This move to restructure, perhaps “downsize,” represents a 
difficult season for the Church; no one wants to see their Church cut back, or worse yet, close. Let me be clear 
about St. Joseph and St. Barnabas, I have no plans for that, and I hope you don’t either. 

I am fully in accord with Bishop Barron’s main point, which he mentioned in a meeting with the deans of his 
diocese (deans are the priests who serve to keep parishes in certain groups, called deaneries, communicating 
and cooperating. I am the dean of the Alameda deanery of St. Barnabas, St. Joseph, and St. Philip/St. Albert). 
The point was, “for every strategy of consolidation, there must be a strategy for growth.” Barron adamantly 
expressed his conviction that he “refuses to accept the proposition that he should be presiding over the decline of 
our churches.” That’s right! As Barron explains, the Church is outward tending, universal in purpose and scope. 
Jesus sent us to preach to everyone, not a small group. As Barron goes on, Jesus also instructed His followers 
that the gates of Hell would never prevail over the Church, which, for Barron, and for us, means that managing a 
decline is not what Jesus wants or expects of us. This leads to a second point for Barron, “that the expansion of 
our Church is not the exclusive responsibility of bishops and priests; every baptized Catholic is 
commissioned to be an evangelizer, so, we’re all in this together!” 

Here, Bishop Barron goes on to list the 4 strategies for growth that can be employed by any Catholic. Let’s look at 
those together. 

First, every family that comes regularly to Mass should make it their responsibility to bring another family to Mass. 
This should sound familiar. Last Christmas, I challenged you to invite someone to Mass. As Barron says, we all 
know someone who should be going to Mass but isn’t. I challenge you to look deep within yourself and ask, “am I 
willing to make this invitation?” “If going to Mass is important to me, if I get something out of it, why wouldn’t I 
want to share this with someone else?” Then, go invite. 

Second, to grow the Church, we must pray for its expansion. Barron says, just as Jesus encourages us to pray for 
an increase in laborers for the harvest, we should pray for the return of the lost sheep. This, he says, can be 
taken up specifically by the elderly and homebound, or those who attend Eucharistic adoration (which we have 
expanded to every Friday from 1-7pm). In the future, we will be explicit about praying for the growth of the Church 
together, but you can do this at home as well, even with a simple Hail Mary or Our Father. 

Third, to grow the Church we must invite seekers to raise their questions. What Bishop Barron has recognized in 
his extensive ministry is that even those who claim hostility to the faith are actually deeply interested in religion. It 
may be hard, Barron says, but we can’t be afraid to ask those who have disaffiliated why they have left. In my 
homily on the Third Sunday of Advent I presented 5 reasons why someone may have left the Church. Whatever 
their reason is, our response should be the same, an invitation to experience the joy of knowing Christ’s 
friendship. Barron quotes St. Peter who extolled his community to “always be ready to give a reason for the hope 
that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). This means we need to be informed about our faith and the reasons why our faith 
gives us hope when it comes to dialogue with those seekers. 

Fourth. To grow the Church we must simply be kind. Quoting a well-known book in ministry circles, Forming 
Intentional Disciples, by Sherry Weddell, Barron says that a crucial first step in bringing someone to the faith is 
the establishment of trust. If someone thinks you’re a good and decent person, they’re far more likely to listen to 
you speak about your faith. With such an immense social media presence, Barron has seen the bitter and 
unhappy attitudes of many Catholics, which is inimical to evangelization. People will only be interested in the faith 
if we are excited about it and if we are kind in making our invitations. 

Barron concludes, let us never settle for the maintenance of the status quo. I echo his words for us here at St. 
Joseph and St. Barnabas. This year, my plan is not for maintenance, but for mission, for expansion. This is our 
responsibility as members of the baptized. I hope you will join me in delving deeper into our faith, in extending 
ourselves more to one another in the pews, and to going out into the world to preach the Gospel of Jesus to 
everyone. 

With much love, 
Fr. Mario 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Upcoming Second Collection 
St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 

January 28/29 
Envelopes are at all entrances to the Basilica.  

Thank you for your generous support and prayers. 

 

Bulletin Submission Deadlines: Please email 
events information for the bulletin two weeks prior to date 
of event to: secretary@sjbalameda.org. Thank you.  

(Note: event is subject to approval by Parish Office) 

Taizé in the Basilica 
Friday, January 27 
8:00 - 9:00 pm 
Have you attended Taizé 

before?  

Taizé is an ecumenical candlelit service composed 

of music, prayer, scripture, and silent worship, and 

All are welcome to participate! 

 (Follow the Group on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/TaizeOnTheIsland) 

 

Tuesday Nights Adult Formation 
Tuesday Nights Adult Formation – different location 

this week: Join us for “The Last Things” on January 

24, the final episode of the Symbolon: The Catholic 

Faith Explained video & discussion series for non-

Catholics interested in learning about our faith and 

Catholics seeking a deeper understanding of it. 7:00 

to 8:30 pm upstairs in the Parish Center (enter from 

the staircase in the rear of the building, at 1119 

Lafayette Street). Although the Symbolon series is 

ending, Adult Formation will continue. Future 

sessions will be posted on our website at https://

sjbalameda.org/adult-faith-formation  

“Be Light Date Night” Series 

Saturday, January 28,  6:30 - 8:30pm 

Location: Saint Joseph Learning Center 

Take this New Year to renew your marriage and 

build new relationships with other couples in our 

Parish Community! Register today and let your 

marriage BE LIGHT! For more information or RSVP, 

please click here: carlosmariana2009@gmail.com. 

Note: Light Refreshments are provided. Childcare for 3 

and up is available with RSVP. Children under 3 are 

welcome to stay with their parents.  

Lunar New Year  
We invite all our Parish 

Family especially those 

who celebrate the Lunar 

New Year to attend the 8:30 am Mass on Monday, 

Jan 23, and stay for hospitality, hosted by our 

Vietnamese Group. All are welcome! 

Happy Lunar New Year 2023 

National Catholic Schools Week  (CSW) 

CSW begins on the last Sunday in January and 

runs for an entire week. This year it is celebrated 

from January 29 to February 4. It is annually 

celebrated in the United States to promote the 

exceptional education that comes with functioning 

as a Catholic school. Education has always been a 

vital part of decision-making for every family and 

parent and with this week-long occasion, people 

can have a glimpse of the excellent standards, 

formation, programs, and teachings Catholic 

schools can offer.   

For more information about our schools, visit the 
school’s websites: 

St. Joseph Elementary School: 

https://stjosephalameda.org/ 

St. Joseph Notre Dame High School: 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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     Parish Life   

 

Faith Formation News 

Confirmation candidates (and a younger brother) acted out 

the gospel for the Epiphany Parish Family Activity on 

January 8. At Mass beforehand, chalk was blessed for use 

in the traditional Epiphany house blessing; info available on 

our website at https://sjbalameda.org/family-activity. 

Afterwards, children decorated crowns and created 3-D 

creche figures in honor of the Three Kings. Epiphany 

reminds us of the great GIFT we have all received: God’s 

Invitation for Friendship Together. Plan to join together for 

the next Activity on February 19 for Mardi Gras and Lent. 

(More photos available on our Facebook page (https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda) 

Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: David 
Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
       Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): 
Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, Learning 

Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday 
on ZOOM. Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, 
Basilica. Contact Michael Chinnavaso, 
mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am 

on Zoom. Contact Anne Marie Fourre: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://sjbalameda.org/
scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: 
November & December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. 
Contact Anna Rossi for 
details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

 

Ushers & Greeters Needed 
Following Christ's examples of welcoming all with open arms, our 
hospitality ministers (Greeters and Ushers) open doors and warmly 
greet all who come to worship with us. Serving as a Hospitality 
Minister is a wonderful opportunity to get to know other parishioners.  

Our Parish  is in need of volunteers especially at the Noon Mass. 
Interested individuals should be hospitable, have the ability to see 
the needs of those attending Masses and respond to them, and be 
welcoming. 

Responsibilities may include, but are not limited to: 

Greeting parishioners 
Passing baskets during the offertory 
Guiding parishioners during Communion 
Cleaning up the Church before the next Mass 
Distributing handouts after Mass, including the Bulletin  

If interested, contact Eric Bertelsen: ariku@aol.com, or Parish Office: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org 

Note: All Parish Volunteers are required to complete Safe 
Environment training (online) with background check before 
volunteering.   

Support our Seminarians 
Thank your for your generous support 
and donations last weekend towards the 
Seminarians Collection - they are 
grateful for your kindness.  If you miss 
the collection last weekend, please 
consider supporting their studies.  
Donation envelopes can be found in the 
pews - drop off your donation in the 
collection basket or Parish Office.  Or, 
donate through our Parish online giving, 
FaithDirect - Code CA702 (https://
church.faithdirect.net/org/
appeal_order/702/givenow). 

For more information or resources on 
priestly vocations, we invite you visit the 
Diocese website: https://oakdiocese.org/
vocations. 

Please keep our seminarians in your 
prayers and also for an increased in 
vocations. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Norman Adajar, Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, 
Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, PJ 
Dobbins, Carol Gottstein, Manpreet Gill, Rino Gacad, Mitchel Price, 
Arnie Perlas Rodriguez, Claire Robles, Nory A. Reyes, Thomas 
Sidener, Mary Tigh and Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name added to the Sick 
List, please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

CATHOLIC PRAYER 

CORNER 
Respect for Life Prayer 

O God, our eyes behold 

the beauty of your 

creation, 

and our ears catch the sounds of your 

power. 

We hold our lives sacred because they 

are your gift. 

Bring us to greater awareness of the 

sanctity of human life 

and to sorrow for the times we have 

ignored or offended it. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Friday Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning 

Devotions  

Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of 

January is sponsored by anonymous for 

the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

Gentle Reminder: Please help to clean up the pews before you 

leave at the end of the Mass. Return the worship aids to all the 
entrances of the Church, and pick up any trash. This will help our 
Ushers & Greeters to quickly make the Church ready for the next 
Mass. Thank you for your cooperation.  

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, January 21 

8:30 am An Nguyen - Family Lunar New Year Thanksgiving 

5:00 pm Living & Deceased Members of the Harnett + Curtin 
  Families  
 

  Sunday, January 22 

7:30 am +Francisco, Sr. & Angela Gabunada 

9:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

12:00 pm Jimmy & Cristina Guevarra - 50th Wedding Anniversary 

7:00 pm Nerio Pedroche - Healing 
    

  Monday, January 23 

 8:30 am 1) +Alice Andrade 

  2) An Nguyen - Special Intention 
 

  Tuesday, January 24 

 8:30 am Pat & Dan Cronin 

  Wednesday, January 25 

8:30 am 1) Deceased Members of the Corral Family 

  2) +Doug Steed - Birthday Remembrance 

  Thursday, January 26 

8:30 am +Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
 

  Friday, January 27 

8:30 am 1) +Skip Eltringham 

  2) Dominic La Buguen - Birthday 
 

  Saturday, January 28 

8:30 am +Julita Manese 

5:00 pm 1) Patrick Lim & Eugenia Lim - Birthdays 
  2) +Mateo & Remedios Ramos - Death Anniversary 
   

  Sunday, January 29 

7:30 am 1) +Peter & Angelito Gabunada 

  2) Evelyn Nobela - Special Intention 

9:30 am 1) Nerio Pedroche - Healing Intention 

  2) +Josefina Vargas de Vera 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00 pm Helene Pare - 100th Birthday     

Weekly Sanctuary Flowers  
and/or 

Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor  

Remember a loved one by sponsoring 
the weekly Altar Flowers, or one 
candle for the weekly Sanctuary Lamp. 
Sanctuary Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary 
Lamp, $20. To sponsor, contact 
Sherley Lim at: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 
(510) 995 9420. 
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Are you new to our Parish?  

Have you subscribed to FORMED?  

It’s an online service for accessing thousands of Catholic videos, audios 

and eBooks On Demand anytime, anywhere! As a member, you will 

have access to entertaining movies, inspiring audio talks, informative 

bible studies, and much more, in English and Spanish. The resources will help our parishioners 

learn and grow in their faith. Registering is easy and free. To sign up: https://formed.org/ and 

follow the steps. Search for St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Living the Faith 

Prayer Is A Surge Of The Heart…:St. Therese 

4 helpful resources when your prayer time is dry... 

What happens when we enter into the desert of prayer? 

(Adapted/Source: https://catholic-link.org/) 

While some of us easily walk in the hope and solace of Christ in the sacrifices of the season, others of us 
wonder whether we’ve wandered from our Guide and question His ongoing Presence. The saints often 
speak about dryness in prayer. Dryness in prayer time can come to those who, despite sincerity in their 
efforts, meet a sense of separation from God, “with no taste for thoughts, memories, and feelings, even 
spiritual ones,” particularly when reaching a point of contemplative prayer (CCC 2731). 

However, before we self-diagnose our dryness, we should first remind ourselves that “[p]rayer is both a gift 

and a grace and a determined response on our part. It always presupposes effort (CCC 2725). We must 

prudently caution ourselves in confusing spiritual dryness with spiritual laziness. 

Find 10 Types Of Prayer Christians Need In Their Lives HERE! (https://catholic-link.org/10-types-of-catholic-

prayer/) 

Learn To Pray With More Passion HERE! (https://catholic-link.org/do-you-pray-mechanically-6-great-tips-for-

learning-how-to-pray-well/) 

Teach Your Child To Pray HERE! (https://catholic-link.org/10-great-ways-to-teach-your-child-to-pray/) 

Read Quotes From The Saints On Prayer HERE!  (https://catholic-link.org/10-great-quotes-by-saints-and-popes
-on-prayer-and-its-importance/) 

https://formed.org/
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