
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 
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   Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

 

This week our schools will celebrate Catholic Schools Week. This is a week in 

the Church when we put our schools front and center, remembering the critical 

work that is accomplished there. In the Catholic school, young people are formed 

to be successful in and out of the classroom. It is an education for life, in how to 

think and live well. This is because the heart of the curriculum at a Catholic school is not something, but 

someone, Jesus Christ. And in the Catholic school, we don’t just learn about Jesus, we learn Him, 

because He is alive, and He is present there. 

 

I’ll be honest, I never went to any Catholic school until I entered the seminary at the age of 24, and when 

I was first ordained and assigned to the parish of Christ the King, which had a school, I was a little bit 

skeptical. We’ve all heard stories of people who attended Catholic schools, but who are no longer active 

in the Church. And here I was, zero Catholic school, and becoming a priest. But that was not my doing; 

that was nothing except God’s grace. What I came to see at Christ the King was that the school was a 

beautiful community, and that there was great value in what was taking place there. To be able to go to 

school and have the freedom to speak openly about God and to pray to Him, is not simply a privilege, it’s 

a right all children should have. 

 

In my time at St. Joseph Basilica, I have come to appreciate the Catholic school system even more. This 

is because I am seeing more and more how those involved in educating our children – the faculty and 

staff, Board members, benefactors – approach the Catholic school. It is not simply a job. It is a ministry. It 

is a vocation. It is a charism, a calling gifted to us from God to cooperate in His work of forming people 

made in His image and likeness. I can’t thank enough the amazing faculties and staffs we have at both 

schools for choosing to be ministers at these schools. I am humbled to work alongside you in this 

awesome task of educating and forming the whole student, body, mind, and spirit. This is a mission that 

has eternal consequences. 

 

My appreciation of our Catholic schools has grown to the point where I began the Basilica Scholarship in 

the Spring of last year. This scholarship is awarded to two students who intend on attending our high 

school. These students are ones who are active in our parish and exhibit a love of our faith. To make this 

scholarship possible, I decided to use income that we get from renting the old priest rectory on San 

Antonio Avenue. In the future, I would like to grow this scholarship so that we can send more of our 

Catholic students to the high school where they can benefit from the great education that is provided 

there, but also the welcome of a community that loves them. 

 

Please keep our two schools in your prayers. Continue to pray for growth, and if you can support the 

schools. This can be done not only by making financial contributions, but by attending events like games 

and musical performances and cheering on our kids. I will be working to make the dates and times of 

these events more public so that we can show our support for one another. 

 

With much love, 

Fr. Mario  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Upcoming Second 
Collection: Maintenance 
February 4/5 
Please help to defer the costs of the upkeep of the 

Basilica and Grounds with your generous 

donations. Thank you. 

National Catholic Schools Week  (CSW) 

CSW is celebrated annually in the United States to 

promote the exceptional education that comes with 

functioning as a Catholic school. Education has 

always been a vital part of decision-making for 

every family and parent and with this week-long 

occasion, people can have a glimpse of the 

excellent standards, formation, programs, and 

teachings Catholic schools can offer.   

For more information about our schools, visit the 
school’s websites: 

St. Joseph Elementary School: 

https://stjosephalameda.org/ 

St. Joseph Notre Dame High School: 

https://www.sjnd.org/ 

Pro-Life Second Saturday Rosary 
February 11 

Gather with the Alameda Catholic Community in 

praying the Rosary for 

an end to abortion. We 

meet in front of City Hall 

in Alameda at 9:15am. 

Rosary will start at 9:30 

am. Join us in praying to 

the end of abortions and 

for our voiceless little brothers and sisters 

Feast of St. Blaise: Friday, February 3 

Throats will be blessed after the following Mass 
times: 

@ St. Joseph Basilica: 8:30 am 

@ St. Barnabas: 12:10 pm 

St. Blaise is the patron saint of people with 

diseases of the throat. On St. Blaise’s feast day, 

many parishes bless the throats of their 

parishioners in a special ceremony. Two unlit 

candles are held next to each person’s throat as 

the priest or deacon says, 

“Through the intercession of 

Saint Blaise, bishop and 

martyr, may God deliver you 

from every disease of the 

throat and from every other 

illness: In the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.”  

St. Blaise reminds us of the 

importance of taking care of 

our health and also to thank 

God for doctors and medicines that can help us to 

recover from illnesses. We honor St. Blaise on his 

Feast Day for his faith and care for his people. 
(Resources: saintresource.com)  

 

St. Joseph Notre Dame (SJND) 
41st Annual Crab Feed  

Saturday, February 11, 5 pm 

Our High School is excited to host its 41st Annual 
Crab Feed and Auction on Saturday, February 11, 
2023. 

Come dressed in a fun ocean or beach-themed 
costume for chances to win fabulous prizes! 

Proceeds from this community event support 
SJND’s tuition assistance program and campus 
safety and security upgrades. 

For tickets purchase: 

https://www.sjnd.org/support-sjnd/crab-feed  

Please note, this event is for guests 21 years 

and older only. 

31st Annual World Day of the Sick Mass 
February 11, 2023, 11:00 am 

@ The Cathedral of Christ the Light 

Please note that registration is required to attend 
the Mass this year. Visit Diocese of Oakland’s 
website for details/register: 

https://oakdiocese.org/news/world-day-of-the-sick-
joint-mass-with-the-archdiocese-of-san-francisco 

https://stjosephalameda.org/
https://www.sjnd.org/
https://www.sjnd.org/support-sjnd/crab-feed
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     Parish Life   

 

Faith Formation News 

A group has been attending the combined St. Joseph – St. 

Barnabas Adult Confirmation classes since October. Two of 

them celebrated First Eucharist last Sunday at St. Barnabas: 

Ralph Dayrit-Atencion and Brandy Perales. Brandy had 

been baptized in a different Christian tradition so at the 

same Mass made a Profession of Faith and was received 

into full communion of the Catholic Church. They will both 

be confirmed next week at the Cathedral of Christ the Light 

along with six of their classmates. Others will be confirmed 

later. God bless all those to be confirmed or receive First 

Eucharist in the coming months, whether adults, teens or 

children. 

Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: David 
Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
       Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): 
Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-
10:30 am, Learning Center. Contact: 
louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday 
on ZOOM. Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, 
Basilica. Contact Michael Chinnavaso, 
mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am 

on Zoom. Contact Anne Marie Fourre: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://sjbalameda.org/
scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: 
November & December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. 
Contact Anna Rossi for 

 

Have you moved? Changed your  phone 

number or email?  

Please call the parish office, 510.522.0181, or email 

Parish Secretary, secretary@sjbalameda.org, if any of 

your contact information has changed. This will ensure 

you receive any important updates or communication 

from the Parish.   

Note: The 2022 Giving Statement will be emailed to 

parishioners end of January.  If you have not receive it 

by email, or for a printed copy, please contact our 

Business Manager: business@sjbalameda.org, 

510.995.9411. 

Collecting last year’s Palms for 

Ash Wednesday ashes: Baskets are 

available at all entrances to the Basilica, or 

Rectory, next weekend, 

February 4 through February 

17, for you to drop them off.  

Mark your calendar for 

February 19 and join us  after 

the 9.30 am Mass in the 

Gathering Space for a prayer 

service and burning of the 

palms to be used on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22. 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Norman Adajar, Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, 
Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, Terrell Cain, Fong Che, Mary Cronin, PJ 
Dobbins, Carol Gottstein, Manpreet Gill, Rino Gacad, Sarah Marken, 
Mitchell Price, Arnie Perlas Rodriguez, Claire Robles, Nory A. Reyes, 
Thomas Sidener, Mary Tigh and Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name added to the Sick 
List, please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Friday Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning 

Devotions  Sanctuary Lamp 
The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of January 29, is sponsored 

in loving memory Doug Steed 

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, January 28 

8:30 am +Julita Manese 

5:00 pm 1) Patrick & Eugenia Lim - Birthdays 
  2) +Mateo & Remedios Ramos - Death Anniversary 
 

  Sunday, January 29 

7:30 am 1) +Peter & Angelito Gabunada 

  2) Evelyn Nobela—Special Intention 

9:30 am 1) Nerio Pedroche - Healing 

  2) +Josefina Vargas de Vera 

12:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

7:00  Helene Pare - 100th Birthday 
    

  Monday, Januay 30 

 8:30 am 1) An Nguyen - Special Intention 

  2) Huynh Lien - Family Thanksgiving 
 

  Tuesday, January 31 

 8:30 am +A. John & Blanche Kammer  
  +Mary Devlin 

  Wednesday, February 1 

8:30 am An Nguyen - Special Intention 

  Thursday, February 2 

8:30 am 1) An Nguyen - Special Intention 

  2) +Victoriano U. Nabaza & Felicidad B. Nabaza 
 

  Friday, Febaury 3 

8:30 am +Monte McEntee 
 

  Saturday, February 4 

8:30 am 1) Immaculate Heart of Mary 

  2) +Wolfgang Zoeller 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
   

  Sunday, Febuary 5 

7:30 am +Tate Alexander Eugenio  

9:30 am +Yolanda Barrantes & Luisa Delama 

12:00 pm Nerio Pedoche - Healing 

  

 

 

 

The Communal First 

Saturdays 

In reparation to the Immaculate Heart 

of Mary for the salvation of souls and 

peace in the world 

St. Joseph Basilica, Saturday, 

February 4 

The celebration of the Communal First 

Saturdays makes it easier for as many as 

possible to fulfill the four practices of the 

First Saturdays in reparation to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary.  Please go to 

Confession before January 7 and be in 

a state of grace. 

7:45am Intentions and Prayers 

8:00am Rosary 

8:30am Holy Mass with Communion of 

reparation, followed by Scripture 

Meditation on the Sorrowful Mysteries of 

the Rosary in Our Lady’s company in a 

communal form of lectio divina. 

All are welcome! 

For more information, please contact 

Lilian Dubow at (510) 205-3712 or 

Lilian.Dubow@gmail.com or go to 

www.CommunalFirstSaturdays.org 
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Are you new to our Parish?  

Have you subscribed to 

FORMED?  

It’s an online service for accessing 

thousands of Catholic videos, audios and eBooks On Demand 

anytime, anywhere! As a member, you will have access to 

entertaining movies, inspiring audio talks, informative bible studies, 

and much more, in English and Spanish. The resources will help our 

parishioners learn and grow in their faith. Registering is easy and 

free. To sign up: https://formed.org/ and follow the steps. Search for 

St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Bulletin Submission 
Deadlines: Please email events 
information for the bulletin two 
weeks prior to date of event to: 
secretary@sjbalameda.org. 
Thank you.  

(Note: event is subject to 
approval by Parish Office) 

 

Living the Faith 

Our Fascinating Faith 
Candlemas (February 2) 

Thanks to Pope Sergius I (687–701), on February 2 we celebrate the Presentation of the Lord. On this day 

we also commemorate the Purification of Mary, who complied with the Jewish law (Leviticus 12:1). The law 

indicated that a mother should be purified forty days after giving birth to a boy child. Since the eleventh 

century the Purification of Mary and the Presentation of the Lord have been celebrated with the blessing of 

all the candles and candlesticks that are going to be used during the year. This is done with the hope that 

there will never be a lack of light, either material or spiritual, in the houses of the faithful. The root of the 

word candlemas is the Latin verb candere (“to shine”) and from which also come the words candelabra and 

candlestick. This feast of candles recalls that Christians can, like Simon and the prophetess Anna in the 

temple, say that they also have seen salvation: Jesus the true Light who shines in the arms of Mary (Luke 

2:25–38). 
—Friar Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Pilgrim Virgin Home Visitation 

St. Joseph Legion of Mary Ministry (LM) will resume their in-home 

Pilgrim Virgin Home Visitation Program, starting February 2023, 

which is scripture based. 

The program involves two home visitations which include prayers and 

recitation of the Holy Rosary for an hour.  On the first visit, a statue of 

Our Blessed Mother Mary will accompany LM Ministers to your home 

and will be left there for 14 days. On the second visit (15th day),  LM 

Ministers will take Our Blessed Mother statue for the next home visit. 

The Ministry is excited to share the program with you and your family 

and a plaque with the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be left with your family 

at the farewell. 

To participate in the program, sign-up sheet is available at the back of 

the Basilica or email terecitadeandentist@gmail.com for more details. 

LM’s prayer. We trust to the gentle care and intercession of the most 

Blessed Mother Heart of Love and Heart of Mercy with her healing in your 

home. This is life giving, lively faith, hope and blessings to your home and 

family. 
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St. Barnabas Fund-raising Event 

All are welcome! 



 


