
 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours:   

9:00 - 4:00 pm for in-person 

visits  (closed for lunch  

1:00 - 2:00 pm) 

 

Mass Schedule:  
Weekdays:8:30 am  

Saturday: 8:30 am &  

5:00 pm (Vigil) 

Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 

12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 

 

Sacrament Of 

Reconciliation: 
First Fridays: 5:30 - 6:30 pm 

Saturdays, 9:00 - 9:30 am 

& 3:30 - 4:30 pm,   

or by appointment 

 

ST. JOSEPH 
BASILICA 

1109 Chestnut Street, 
Alameda, CA 94501 

 email: 

parish@sjbalameda.org  

Phone:  

510 522 0181 

Website: sjbalameda.org  

Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/

sjbalameda/ 
 

OUR MISSION:  

TO LIVE AS JESUS TEACHES 

Clergy & Parish Staff Contacts 

Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial 

Administrator, 510.995.9421 / 

frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Kenneth Nobrega  - Parochial 

Vicar, 510.522.8933 ext 12 / 

fatherkennethnobrega@icloud.com 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In 

Residence,  

510.301-5975 / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith 

Formation, 510.995.9409 / 

afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Rafael Rosado Moreno - Youth Ministry 
Coordinator, 510.470.9767/ 
youthministry@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager, 

510.995.9411 / 

business@sjbalameda.org  

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary, 

510.995.9420 /

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

David Howitt - Music Director, 

510.995.9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music 

Coordinator, 510.522.0181 / 

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Fifth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

February 5, 2023 
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 Clergy Corner                                               

Dear St. Joseph Family, 

As this is the first Sunday of the month when we do our collection for the facilities, I’d like 
to update you on several projects. 

The project around the base of the rectory is almost complete. There were some leaky 
irrigation lines and cracks in the exterior of the building, causing water to enter the 
basement of the rectory. The pipes were fixed, and the foundation of the building was sealed to help protect 
from water. What’s next is to re-landscape those areas where digging took place. Our landscapers were out 
last week to propose a design, and planting should begin soon. This will be a low flow design to limit water 
consumption. 

During the heavy rains a few weeks ago, there was some water backing 
up from the main drain in the Gathering Space next to the women’s 
restroom. We had our contractors inspect the pipes. What we found was 
quite astonishing. The pipe was completely clogged with roots, over 15 
feet long. See the photo to get some perspective. The roots were cleared, 
and the pipe replaced. Now that the rains have let up, we are revisiting 
some old bids to repair the roofs in several places, namely the bell tower, 
the rectory, and the landing outside the stained-glass windows on the 
school side. We will also resume working to refinish the main doors at the 
Chestnut Street entrance. 

You may have noticed some work being done on the parking lot side of 
the rectory. Just before Christmas, someone, while parking, accidently 
stepped on the accelerator and hit the door of the rectory basement. This 
caused some damage to the window and support structure, but the 
building is ok, and insurance should take care of the costs. 

The installation of security cameras has been paused. We are going to partner with the Elementary School to 
do a security assessment with a long-time Alameda resident and security specialist. Once the assessment is 
complete, we will be able to apply for a government grant which provides funding for houses of worship to 
improve their security. The assessment will be conducted soon. 

Lastly, dates for the demolition and installation of the new sanctuary floor and altar of sacrifice are clarifying. 
Due to the high volume of Saturday events in the Spring, including 1st Communions and weddings, our 
target start time is in July, finishing at the end of August. Then we will move on to the second phase, the 
tabernacle “reredos.” Thank you to everyone who has contributed thus far. It is going to look amazing. 

As I do periodically, I’d like to remind you of my expectations for the community as it pertains to our faith life. 
As we work to maintain the exterior, physical buildings, we must work to improve the interior, spiritual 
aspects of our lives. 

1. Read the readings during the week to prepare yourself to hear them proclaimed at Mass. 
2. Wear special clothes to Mass. Why not wear to Mass what we would wear to meet an important social 
figure? After all, at Mass, we meet the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. 
3. Arrive to Mass early to calm your heart and mind with prayer. Remember that parking can be tricky 
sometimes, so, plan ahead. 
4. Participate at Mass by singing and saying all the responses with conviction. This means every “Amen,” 
“and with your spirit,” and “Thanks be to God.” Mass is not a one-man-show. God is speaking to you; speak 
back. 
5. Foster a devotion to Mary, e.g., pray the Rosary weekly as a family, or daily if you are able. 
6. Stay close to Jesus in the Eucharist. The church is open daily until 7pm, and we have Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Friday from 1-7pm. 

With much love, 
Fr. Mario  



 

 

Upcoming Events 

Collecting last year’s Palms: Baskets are 

available at all entrances to the Basilica, or Rectory,  this 
weekend through February 17, for your palms from Palm 
Sunday last year. Join us in the Gathering Space February 
19, after the Noon Mass for a prayer service and burning 
of the palms, where the ashes will be used on Ash 
Wednesday, February 22. 

February 22 
Mass times with Ashes 

St. Joseph 
8:30 am & 7:00 pm 

St. Barnabas 
12:10 pm & 6:30 pm 

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22 

and officially ends at sundown 

on Holy Thursday, April 6. 

SCHEDULE 

Mark your calendar for the next Parish 

Family Activity - February 19, after the 9:30 am 

Mass in the Elementary School. 

Prayer Vigil in support of the International 

Day of Prayer and Awareness Against 

Human Trafficking 
Tuesday, February 7 

Please join us in the fight against human trafficking. 

Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ and the faithful of the 

Diocese of Oakland are holding a prayer vigil in support 

of the International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against 

Human Trafficking.  As a community, we must do 

everything in our power to help these trafficked 
individuals find their way out of exploitation, while 

ensuring the resources needed to protect and safeguard 

Oakland neighborhoods.  

For more details, visit Diocese website here (https://

oakdiocese.org/events/prayer-vigil-in-support-of-the-
international-day-of-prayer-against-human-trafficking) 

National Marriage 
Week 

The observances of National 
Marriage Week (Feb. 7-14) 
and World Marriage Day 
(Sunday, Feb. 12) are an 
opportunity to focus on 
building a culture of life and love that begins with 
supporting and promoting marriage and the family. This 
year's theme, "Marriage...one flesh, given and received" 
highlights the one-flesh union of husband and wife that is 
willed by God. It also indicates the personal self-gift of 
each spouse, one to the other. These concepts point to 
Christ who gives Himself under the appearance of bread 
and wine—as real flesh and blood.  

Looking for more resources to strengthen your marriage 
or advice for dating and engaged couples? Visit the For 
Your Marriage website here (https://
www.foryourmarriage.org/) 

Tuesday Adult Formation will resume 

February 14 with “A Look At Lent,” a discussion 
of its history, practices and purpose. Feb 21 
offers “Mardi Gras” and Feb 28 begins the 10 
part video series “Metanoia: A Journey With 
Christ Into Conversion” (also available on 
Symbolon). 7pm in St. Joseph Elementary 
School. Schedule available at https://
sjbalameda.org/adult-faith-formation  

31st World Day of the Sick Mass with 
The Archdiocese of San Francisco 
Saturday, February 11, 11 am 
Cathedral of Christ the Light 

The Oakland and San Francisco locations of the 
Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, of Rhodes and of Malta will combine 
forces to assist Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone 
and Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ in 
concelebrating Mass for those seeking God’s 
grace and mercy. The sacrament of the Anointing 
of the Sick will be offered to all those in 
attendance. For more details visit Diocese 
website here (https://oakdiocese.org/news/world-
day-of-the-sick-joint-mass-with-the-archdiocese-of-
san-francisco) 
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     Parish Life   

Active Parish Ministries 
• All God’s Children Prayer Group, Mondays, 9-11 am, Grotto 

• Basilica Choir, Wednesdays, 7-9 pm, Basilica. Contact: David 
Howitt, dhowitt@sjbalameda.org 

• CRS Chapters - spippen@msjdominicans.org  

• Knights of Columbus: 2nd Thursday, 7-8:30 pm, Learning Center 

• Legion of Mary: Fridays, 5:30-6:30 pm, Grotto 
       Contact: terecitadeandentist@gmail.com  

• Our Lady of Guadalupe: 1st Thursday, 7 - 8 pm, Learning Center. 
Contact: mlopezox@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: 1st Saturday, 8:45 - 10 am, Learning 
Center. Contact: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Christian Initiation (for those interested in becoming Catholic): 
Contact Anne Marie for details afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: 510.995.9471 

• St. Vincent de Paul Ministry: 4th Saturday, 9-10:30 am, Learning 

Center. Contact: louisea.svdp@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 4th Thursday 
on ZOOM. Contacts: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
or jdowcooper@gmail.com 

• Spirit Ensemble Choir: Thursdays, 7:30-9 pm, 
Basilica. Contact Michael Chinnavaso, 
mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

• Thursday Morning Scripture Reflection, 10:30 am 

on Zoom. Contact Anne Marie Fourre: 
afourre@sjbalameda.org or https://sjbalameda.org/
scripture-studies 

• Taize: 4th Fridays, 8-9 pm, Basilica. Note: 
November & December on 3rd Fridays 

•  Welcome The Stranger: Virtual, 2nd Tuesdays. 
Contact Anna Rossi for 
details:amrossi1238@aol.com 

 

Pilgrim Virgin Home Visitation 

St. Joseph Legion of Mary Ministry (LM) will resume their in-home Pilgrim 

Virgin Home Visitation Program, starting February 2023, which is 

scripture based. 

The program involves two home visitations which include prayers and 

recitation of the Holy Rosary for an hour.  On the first visit, a statue of Our 

Blessed Mother Mary will accompany LM Ministers to your home and will be 

left there for 14 days. On the second visit (15th day),  LM Ministers will take 

Our Blessed Mother statue for the next home visit. 

The Ministry is excited to share the program with you and your family and a 

plaque with the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be left with your family at the 

farewell. 

To participate in the program, sign-up sheet is available at the back of the 

Basilica or email terecitadeandentist@gmail.com for more details. 

LM’s prayer. We trust to the gentle care and intercession of the most Blessed 

Mother Heart of Love and Heart of Mercy with her healing in your home. This is 

life giving, lively faith, hope and blessings to your home and family. 

 

Faith Formation News – Putting Faith Into Action 
Some of our Confirmation teens will be assisting with Alameda’s 

Warming Shelter which provides a hot meal and a warm place to 

sleep for our unhoused or hungry neighbors. One Confirmation 

family who had volunteered with St. Joseph Basilica’s team 

previously came up with the idea of inviting classmates in a 

practical, meaningful response to Christ’s instruction to feed the 

hungry. How do you put your faith into action? If interested in 

volunteering with St. Joseph’s team contact Monica at 

yugogurl@sbcglobal.net or visit https://www.alamedaca.gov/

CITYWIDE-PROJECTS/Homeless-Initiatives-and-Efforts/

Warming-Shelter for more information. Or assist with providing meals for 30 women and children at the 

Midway Shelter every other month by contacting Willa at Mrsjalleh@gmail.com 
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Praying Together

 

Please Pray For The Sick & The Suffering  
In Our Community 

Norman Adajar, Louise Astle, Sandy Anderson, 
Romelita Bautista, Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, Terrell Cain, 
Fong Che, Mary Cronin, PJ Dobbins, Carol 
Gottstein, Manpreet Gill, Rino Gacad, Thérèse  Harbo, 
Sarah Marken, Mitchell Price, Arnie Perlas Rodriguez, 

Claire Robles, Nory A. Reyes, Thomas Sidener, Mary 
Tigh and Ramon Normandy Tirona. 

The List is refreshed monthly.  If you like a name added to the Sick 
List, please email: secretary@sjbalameda.org or call 510.995.9420.  

 

First Wednesday Eucharistic 
Adoration In Vietnamese 

6:00 - 6:45 pm, Basilica 

Rosary 

8:05 am, Basilica, Monday - Saturday 

Friday Eucharistic Adoration 

1:00  - 7:00 pm, Basilica 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help  
Wednesdays, following Morning 

Devotions  
Sanctuary Lamp 

The Sanctuary Lamp for the week of February 4/5  

is lit for the deceased members of St. Joseph Basilica 

Recent Passing 
Thomas Allen Sidener 

Rest in Peace 

  Mass Intentions 
 

  Saturday, February 4 

8:30 am 1) Immaculate Heart of Mary 

  2) +Wolfgang Zoeller 

5:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
 

  Sunday, February 5 

7:30 am +Tate Alexander Eugenio  

9:30 am +Yolanda Barrantes & Luisa Delama 

12:00 pm Nerio Pedroche - Healing 

7:00 pm People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 
   

  Monday, February 6 

 8:30 am +Elvie Mendoza 
 

  Tuesday, February 7 

 8:30 am Living & Deceased Members of the Barrantes Family 

  Wednesday, February 8 

8:30 am 1) Roenna Alegre - Birthday 

  2) An Nguyen - Special Intention 

  Thursday, February 9 

8:30 am 1)+Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 

  2)+Mariano B. Nabaza 
 

  Friday, February 10 

8:30 am +Elvie Mendoza - Birthday Remembrance 
 

  Saturday, February 11 

8:30 am People of the Parish - Living & Deceased 

5:00 pm Linda & David Oronos - 40th Wedding Anniversary 
   

  Sunday, Febuary 12 

7:30 am Alexander & Jocelyn Maquilan - Healing 

9:30 am +Jonathan Ramos 

12:00 pm 1)Nerio Pedroche - Healing 

  2)+Leonara Legaspi - 1st Death Anniversary 

7:00 pm Michael Chinnavaso - 50th Birthday   
  

Pro-Life Second Saturday 
Rosary: February 11 

Gather with the Alameda Catholic 

Community in praying the Rosary for an 

end to abortion. We meet in front of City 

Hall in Alameda at 9:15am. Rosary will 

start at 9:30 am. Join us in praying to the 

end of abortions and for our voiceless 

little brothers and sisters. 

The Holy Father’s Intention for 
February is for Parishes:  

We pray that parishes, placing 

communion at the center, may 

increasingly become communities of 

faith, fraternity and welcome towards 

those most in need. 

Funeral Mass 
Announcement 

MARIA LOURDES SALVINO LEANO  

Thursday, February 9, 2023 

4:00 pm 

St. Joseph Basilica 
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Living the Faith 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
XXXI WORLD DAY OF THE SICK—11 February 2023 

“Take care of him” 
Compassion as a synodal exercise of healing 

Dear brothers and sisters! 

Illness is part of our human condition. Yet, if illness is experienced in isolation and abandonment, 

unaccompanied by care and compassion, it can become inhumane. 

 

When we go on a journey with others, it is not unusual for someone to feel sick, to have to stop because of 

fatigue or of some mishap along the way. It is precisely in such moments that we see how we are walking 

together: whether we are truly companions on the journey, or merely individuals on the same path, looking 

after our own interests and leaving others to “make do”. For this reason, on the thirty-first World Day of the 

Sick, as the whole Church journeys along the synodal path, I invite all of us to reflect on the fact that it is 

especially through the experience of vulnerability and illness that we can learn to walk together according to 

the style of God, which is closeness, compassion, and tenderness. 

In the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, the Lord speaks these words that represent one of the high points of 

God’s Revelation: “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down,says the Lord 

God.. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 

the weak […] I will feed them with justice” (34:15-16). Experiences of bewilderment, sickness, and 

weakness are part of the human journey. Far from excluding us from God’s people, they bring us to the 

centre of the Lord’s attention, for he is our Father and does not want to lose even one of his children along 

the way. Let us learn from him, then, how to be a community that truly walks together, capable of resisting 

the throwaway culture. 

The Encyclical Fratelli Tutti encourages us to read anew the parable of the Good Samaritan, which I chose 

in order to illustrate how we can move from the “dark clouds” of a closed world to “envisaging and 

engendering an open world” (cf. No. 56). There is a profound link between this parable of Jesus and the 

many ways in which fraternity is denied in today’s world. In particular, the fact that the man, beaten and 

robbed, is abandoned on the side of the road represents the condition in which all too many of our brothers 

and sisters are left at a time when they most need help. It is no longer easy to distinguish the assaults on 

human life and dignity that arise from natural causes from those caused by injustice and violence. In fact, 

increasing levels of inequality and the prevailing interests of the few now affect every human environment to 

the extent that it is difficult to consider any experience as having solely “natural” causes. All suffering takes 

place in the context of a “culture” and its various contradictions. 

Here it is especially important to recognize the condition of loneliness and abandonment. This kind of 

cruelty can be overcome more easily than any other injustice, because – as the parable tells us – it only 

takes a moment of our attention, of being moved to compassion within us, in order to eliminate it. Two 

travellers, considered pious and religious, see the wounded man, yet fail to stop. The third passer-by, 

however, a Samaritan, a scorned foreigner, is moved with compassion and takes care of that stranger on 

the road, treating him as a brother. In doing so, without even thinking about it, he makes a difference, he 

makes the world more fraternal. 

Brothers and sisters, we are rarely prepared for illness. Oftentimes, we fail even to admit that we are getting 

older. Our vulnerability frightens us and the pervasive culture of efficiency pushes us to sweep it under the 

carpet, leaving no room for our human frailty. In this way, when evil bursts onto the scene and wounds us, 

we are left stunned. Moreover, others might abandon us at such times. Or, in our own moments of 

weakness, we may feel that we should abandon others in order to avoid becoming a burden. This is how 



 

loneliness sets in, and we can become poisoned by a bitter sense of injustice, as if God himself had 

abandoned us. Indeed, we may find it hard to remain at peace with the Lord when our relationship with 

others and with ourselves is damaged. It is crucial, then, even in the midst of illness, that the whole Church 

measure herself against the Gospel example of the Good Samaritan, in order that she may become a true 

“field hospital”, for her mission is manifested in acts of care, particularly in the historical circumstances of 

our time. We are all fragile and vulnerable, and need that compassion which knows how to pause, 

approach, heal, and raise up. Thus, the plight of the sick is a call that cuts through indifference and slows 

the pace of those who go on their way as if they had no sisters and brothers. 

The World Day of the Sick calls for prayer and closeness towards those who suffer. Yet it also aims to raise 

the awareness of God’s people, healthcare institutions and civil society with regard to a new way of moving 

forward together. The above-quoted prophecy of Ezekiel judges harshly the priorities of those who wield 

economic, cultural, and political power over others: “You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, 

you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep. You have not strengthened the weak, you have 

not healed the sick, you have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, you have 

not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you have ruled them” (34:3-4). God’s word is always 

illuminating and timely; not only in what it denounces, but also in what it proposes. Indeed, the conclusion 

of the parable of the Good Samaritan suggests how the exercise of fraternity, which began as a face-to-

face encounter, can be expanded into organized care. The elements of the inn, the innkeeper, the money 

and the promise to remain informed of the situation (cf. Lk 

10:34-35) all point to the commitment of healthcare and 

social workers, family members and volunteers, through 

whom good stands up in the face of evil every day, in every 

part of the world. 

These past years of the pandemic have increased our 

sense of gratitude for those who work each day in the fields 

of healthcare and research. Yet it is not enough to emerge 

from such an immense collective tragedy simply by 

honouring heroes. Covid-19 has strained the great networks 

of expertise and solidarity, and has exposed the structural limits of existing public welfare systems. 

Gratitude, then, needs to be matched by actively seeking, in every country, strategies and resources in 

order to guarantee each person’s fundamental right to basic and decent healthcare. 

The Samaritan calls the innkeeper to “take care of him” (Lk 10:35). Jesus addresses the same call to each 

of us. He exhorts us to “go and do likewise” (Lk 10:37). As I noted in Fratelli Tutti, “The parable shows us 

how a community can be rebuilt by men and women who identify with the vulnerability of others, who reject 

the creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead as neighbours, lifting up and rehabilitating the fallen 

for the sake of the common good” (No. 67). Indeed, “we were created for a fulfilment that can only be found 

in love. We cannot be indifferent to suffering” (No. 68). 

On 11 February 2023, let us turn our thoughts to the Shrine of Lourdes, a prophetic lesson entrusted to the 

Church for our modern times. It is not only what functions well or those who are productive that matter. Sick 

people, in fact, are at the centre of God’s people, and the Church advances together with them as a sign of 

a humanity in which everyone is precious and no one should be discarded or left behind. 

To the intercession of Mary, Health of the Sick, I entrust all of you who are ill; you who care for them in your 

families, or through your work, research and volunteer service; and those of you who are committed to 

weaving personal, ecclesial, and civic bonds of fraternity. To all, I impart my heartfelt blessing. 

 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 10 January 2023 

FRANCIS  

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

XXXI WORLD DAY OF THE SICK … cont’d 
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