
St. Scholastica Catholic Church 
4301 W. Homosassa Trail 

Lecanto, Florida  34461 
To Know, Love and Serve As Jesus Did 

CLERGY 
 

Pastor: 
Rev. James B. Johnson 
 

Parochial Vicar: 
Rev. Jojo Tejada 
 

Deacon: 
Deacon Richard Meyer 
Deacon Nick Nowak 
 

Parish Phone:  
352-746-9422 
 
Parish Fax:  
352-746-2335 
 
Parish Office Hours: 
Mon - Thurs: 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Friday: 
Closed                  Thank you for worshipping with us. 

Mass Schedule 
 

Monday - Friday: 
8:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 p.m. &  
6:00 p.m. Seasonal(Nov. - April) 

 

Sunday: 
9:00 a.m. &  
11:30 a.m. 
 
 

First Saturday: 
8:30 a.m. 
 
 

 
Holy Days: 
Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 
Holy Day: 8:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 
 

Reconciliation: 
Sat:  
2:45-3:30 p.m. or by appointment 
 
 

Exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament 
Friday: 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 



Please call the parish office at  746-9422 for more 
information in regarding the reception of Sacraments. 

Did you know that demographic studies estimate that more than 1/3 of all 
Catholics are not registered in a parish?  Please encourage your friends and 
family to register. 

Registering is important because: If a parish doesn’t know who is out 
there, how can it adequately serve the needs of all - especially singles, 
divorced or young families who may not see the need to register?   

Registered parishioners receive helpful information about the parish. 

Established membership in the parish is needed to obtain Baptism/
Confirmation sponsor form. Registering is easy.  Registration forms are 
available in the parish office, the narthex and on the parish website. 

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

ARE YOU REGISTERED? 

We are delighted that you’ve joined 
us for worship and we hope that 
you’ll return to pray with us often. 

As a church community, we have 
many ministries to offer our  
members in addition to our weekly 
worship.  If you have moved into 
the area, we invite you to become a 
member.  

Feel free to call the parish office at 
352-746-9422 or email us at: 
mychurch@stscholastica.org 

You may also fill out a new 
parishioner registration form which 
are located on the table in the 
Church narthex and on the  St. 
Scholastica website: 
www.stscholastica.org 

 

We welcome you to join our 
Parish Family. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
 
Office Staff: 
Louise Boyer 
Anne Griffith 
Pat Brockmann 
 
Music Ministry: 
John Edel 
Donna Davis 
 
Faith Formation: 
Kathryn Brasseur 
 
Maintenance 
Bo Bolinsky   
Jimmy Malanga 
 
PARISH MINISTRIES &  
ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Community of Catholic Women 
Constance (Connie) Taylor -  
527–2599 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Jim Harvey - 344-8775 or   
jharvey8@tampabay.rr.com  
 
Legion of Mary 
Bunny Barkett - 513-3416  
Carolyn Geiger-746-5169  
 
Diocesan School 
Saint John Paul II Catholic School • 
Phone: 352-746-2020 
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SACRAMENTS 

Baptism - Registered parishioners should contact the office for instruction.  
This should be done three to six months prior to the birth of your child. 

Marriages - Registered parishioners should contact the parish office at least 
six months in advance of making marriage arrangements. 

Sick Calls - Please contact the parish office if you need a priest to come to 
your home to anoint you, or to be anointed at a weekday Mass. 



FAMILY CONNECTION 

Attention all families with children. Join us on Sunday, 
February 23rd at 2:00 in the Parish Hall for Family 
Connection. Enjoy the afternoon playing games and in 
fellowship with your Parish Family. Activities will include yard 
games and indoor activities followed by an ice cream social. If 
you have any questions please 
contact Cheryl Clamer at 
cclamer@stscholastica.org. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

Mon., Feb. 24, 2020 
8:30 a.m. -  
† Bernard Kollar 
 by Jeannette Kollar 
 

Tues., Feb. 25, 2020 
8:30 a.m. -  
† Emil Forgotch 
 by Karen McElhenny 
   

Wed., Feb. 26, 2020 
Ash Wednesday 
8:30 a.m.  
† Pam Coburn 
 by Sue & Jim Whetzel 
10:00 a.m.  
♥ For Vocations 
7:00 p.m.  
♥  For the People 
 

Thurs., Feb. 27, 2020 
8:30 a.m.  
† Maureen Sedlak 
 by Regina Toriskie  
  

Fri., Feb. 28, 2020 
8:30 a.m. -  
† Jerome F. Dioguardi 
 by Rose Marie Buturla     

Sat., Feb. 29, 2020 
4:00 p.m. - 
† Helene & Gerard 
Laplante  
 by Claire & Wilfred Provencher  
  

6:00 p.m. - 
♥ For the People  
 

Sun., Mar. 1 2020  
First Sunday of Lent 
9:00 a.m. - 
† T. J. Kiefer 
 by  Mom, Dad & Brothers 
 11:30 a.m. - 
† Russell Stoughton 
 by  Diane Stoughton 
 
† - Deceased 
♥ - Intentions 
 
Prayer for the              
Deceased 

Remember, Lord, those who 
have died and gone before us 
marked with the sign of faith, 
especially those for whom we 
now pray. May these and all who 
sleep in Christ, find in Your 
presence light, happiness, and 
peace.  Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

FROM THE OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION 

Today is Safe Haven Sunday.  Bishop Parkes upon recommendation 
by the Presbyteral Council instituted Safe Haven Sunday to help 
combat ease of access our children have to pornography on the 
internet and to make us more aware of the dignity of each human 
being.  Our homes should be a safe haven from the evils that exist in 
our world today.  You can stay informed by using the resources 
provided on the Diocesan website:  www.dosp.org/freedom-
from-porn and www.covenanteyes.com  

Please pray the following Safe Haven Prayer for Individuals and 
Families:   Loving Father, Thank you for the gift of marriage and 
family life. We entrust to you our home, where our marriage and 
family lives and grows. We ask you to make it a safe haven for all 
who live and enter these walls. May our home truly be a holy place 
for both young and old to be formed in the truth regarding life, love, 
sex, and marriage. May each of our members be protected from and 
guided in seeking to avoid pornography, while embracing the 
freedom and purity of life in Christ. If there are past wounds that 
have occurred due to the availability of pornography on our family’s 
devices, lack of awareness of parents, or because of indifference, we 
ask you to send forth your Spirit to heal, bless, renew, and 
consecrate this home as a safe haven with your son Jesus Christ at 
the center of our lives, today, tomorrow, and always. We ask this 
through the intercession of the Holy Family of Nazareth, Saints 
Joachim and Anne, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Amen. 

Kathy Brasseur 



Please patronize our advertisers and thank them for their 
generous support of the parish.                                            

Ash Wednesday Masses (February 26th) 
8:30 a.m., 10:00 a.m., and 7:00 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross (Fridays) 
4:15 p.m. (Benediction will be at 4:00 p.m.) 
 

The dual disciplines of fasting and abstinence 
have a long history in the Catholic Church. 
Going back to the early church, the purpose 
behind the custom of self denial is not 
punishment; it is to simplify our lifestyles so 
that we create a certain emptiness. In this way, 
freed from all distractions, we are able to hear 
and respond to conversion and holiness. 
Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all Catholics 
between the ages of 18 to 59 years (inclusive). On days of fasting, one full meal is 
allowed. Two smaller meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according 
to one’s needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. Eating between 
meals is not permitted, but liquids are allowed. Abstinence from meat is to be 
observed by all Catholics who are 14 years of age and older. Ash Wednesday, all 
the Fridays of Lent, and Good Friday are days of abstinence. Note: If a 
person is unable to observe the above regulations due to ill health or other serious 
reasons, they are urged to practice other forms of self denial that are suitable to 
their condition.  

CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH 

LENT 2020 - ASH WEDNESDAY & STATIONS 
OF THE CROSS SCHEDULE 

CRHP:  Our next meeting will be on Sunday, March 1, 2020 at 
12:45 pm in the parish center.  The theme will be:  Ask and You 
Shall Receive.    Also, Donna Davis will continue her presentation on 
Restorative Justice with additional information from a recent, 
exciting panel discussion on the topic. 

If you have made a women's CRHP week end any time in the past, 
we invite you to join your CRHP "sisters” in this monthly renewal 
session.  Please bring a notebook or journal, your name tag if you 
have it, your bible, a pen or pencil and a desire to grow personally 
and spiritually.   
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FRIDAY NIGHT 
LENTEN FISH FRY 

Annual Lenten fish Fry 

Beginning: 

Friday, February 28th, 
from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

Every Friday during Lent 

Place: 

Saint John Paul II 
Catholic School, 4341 W. 
Homosass Trail, Lecanto 

For more information: 
please call: 352-746-2020 

 



MINISTRY FAIR 

Did you know that there are more than 20 individual ministries and 
organizations here at St. Scholastica parish?  Some, like musicians and 
Eucharistic ministers, may be quite familiar to you, but there may be 
others that you do not know or have not thought about.  These 
ministries – and the wonderful volunteers who staff them – help make 
our parish such a special place to worship the Lord and to foster our 
efforts to build His Kingdom on Earth. 

We invite you to learn more about our parish ministries and the work 
they do at a Ministry Fair to be held on the weekend of  March 21 and  
22 in the Parish Hall.  The fair will be held at convenient times around 
the weekend Masses:   

Saturday, March 21:   5:00-6:00 p.m.   

Sunday, March 22: 10:00-11:30 a.m. & 12:30-1:30 p.m. 

Please stop by and meet some of your fellow parishioners who will be 
available to answer your questions about their ministries and how you 
might benefit from the services and activities that they offer.  We also 
hope that you will be inspired to become involved in a ministry or 
organization that appeals to your interests and talents.  Light 
Refreshments -- Door Prizes 
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WEEKLY  
CALENDAR 
 
Mon.,  Feb. 24, 2020 
Bulletin Inserts Due 
for 3/15/2020 
1:00 p.m. - Body of Christ 
Prayer Group 
2:30 p.m. - Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. - Handbell 
Choir 
6:30 p.m. - Bible Study 
 

Tues., Feb. 25, 2020 
9:00 a.m. - Morning 
Fellowship 
 

Wed., Feb. 26, 2020 
Ash Wednesday 
5:30 p.m. - Adult Choir 
 

Thurs., Feb. 27, 2020 
10:00 a.m. - Ministry of 
Warmth Gathering 
5:00 p.m. - RCIA 
 

Fri., Feb. 28, 2020 
9:45 a.m. - Legion of 
Mary 
 

Sat., Feb. 29, 2020 
10:00 a.m. - CCW Tricky 
Tray 
 

Sun., Mar. 1, 2020 
First Sunday of Lent 
10:15 a.m. -  Faith 
Formation  
 

Looking Ahead 
 
 

Please see the website at: 
www.stscholastica.org 

For any future monthly 
events on the parish  

calendar. 

TRICKY TRAY TIME 

 

The St. Scholastica Council of Cath olic Women will be hosting their 
Annual Spectacular Tricky Tray event on February 29, 2020.  The event 
will be held  at the pari sh hall loc ated at 43 01 W. Homos assa Trail.  
Doors open at 10 a.m., drawing starts at 11:30 a.m.  Light refreshments 
will be served. The donation is only $5 and that includes basket tickets.  
Additional tickets may  be purchased at th e door.  For more 
information, please contact Connie at 527-2599.  Always a great event, 
always fun and exciting. 

Our Tricky Tray is fast coming upon us. 

We have made several baskets so far, however anyone who wants to 
participate, it would be greatly appreciated. 

If you don't want to make a basket, donating money is always welcome, 

so we may buy items to fill up our baskets. 



HOLY GROUNDS 
CAFE 

All adults interested in 
learning and sharing 
about the Catholic faith 
are invited to join us on 
Sunday mornings in the 
cafeteria at St. John Paul 
II from 10:15-11:15 am.  
The first session will be 
held today, February 
23rd.  Coffee and donuts 
will be available. 

WORLD WIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

Goal - $118,390.00 

Pledged - $3,816.50 

Total Paid - $1,971.90 

Pledge Balance - $1,844.60 

Family Pledges - 49 

Pledges fully paid - 45 

Pledges outstanding - 4 

# of Families - 1007 

Average Pledge - $77.89 

% of Goal Pledged – 3.22% 

% of Goal Paid - 1.67% 

Thank you to everyone who has responded to the request to participate in 
the 2020 Annual Pastoral Appeal. Your gift is received with great humility, 
thanks and gratitude by the thousands of people supported through your 
donation. As we journey together, let’s give thanks for the Good Works 
being done in Jesus’ name throughout our diocese. APA is an opportunity 
to learn more about the 50+ ministries, programs and services available 
throughout our diocese. If you have any questions about APA, the services 
it funds, or how it benefits our parish, please call our parish office or visit 
our diocesan website at https://www.dosp.org/ and discover something 
new about our local Church outreach. If you have not yet responded, please 
know we want and need your participation! Every gift, every prayer, and 
every sacrifice brings hope to someone seeking the love and mercy of 
Christ.  

MARRIED COUPLES: Starting to look forward to Lent and wondering 
what to give up? Give up thinking “you need to give up”! Look forward to 
gifts that God wants you to renew in your Sacrament of Matrimony and 
experience a Rebirth of the JOY and Romance of your Married Love! Attend 
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and experience an even greater 
closeness and depth of your love for each other!  Register for a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend today! For information call the Application 
Couple at (813) 270-7832 or go on-line at http://wwme-
floridawestcoast.com. The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend in this area is Feb. 28-Mar. 1, 2020 at the Hampton Inn in 
Oldsmar. Space IS limited, so please, apply early! 

APA 2020 
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BACCALAUREATE MASS 
 
If you are a graduating senior 
and live in Citrus County your 
Catholic Family would like to 
honor your achievement by 
inviting you and your family to 
a special Baccalaureate Mass at 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church in Beverly Hills on May 
23, 2020 at 10:00 am.  If you 
plan on attending, please send 
your RSVP to Mylene Taylor at 
352-422-3491 or email at 
youthgroup@ourladyofgracefl.
org.  Include your name and 
how many people will be at-
tending. 



Please remember in your prayers all of our parish family 
and friends who suffer physically, emotionally or 

spiritually, especially: 

David Keith 
Ken Yates 
Martin Reinhard 
David Bareither 
Michael McNulty 
Chad Stratton 
Thomas McConnell 
Grant Rosen 
Joseph Frantz 
Peter Whitney 
Anthony Haros 
Travis Wiemann 
Jeremy Boucher 

James Britton, Jr. 
Joseph R. Tress 
Keith Fitzsimmons 
Matthew Ratcliff 
Robert Deyeso 
Noah Barden 
Ryan Nalepa 
Luke Blanchette 
Sean Grant 
Joey Carosella 
Colby Dawson 
Don Ohlemacher 
Chris K. Stimpfl 

Michael Taylor 
Alexander Hayes 
Joshua Groom 
Jason Antanovich 
Gregory Knowles 
Matthew Hoops 
Ryan Welby 
Curtis Brooks 
Doug Thompson 
Danny Matrosic 

Fran Measel 
Barbara Coxe 
Joan Cohey 
Kevin Rzeppa 
Carole Kroeck 
Elena Pettito 
Agnes Zelinski 
Dick Harper 
Mike Ostrowski 
Melinda Quinn 
Samantha Balda 
Tom Peterson 
Jeannette Kollar 
William King 
David McBride 
Pat Konicki  
Geraldine Blair 
Merry Guinn  
Elizabeth MacQueen 
James L. Tress, Sr. 
Joseph Skender 
Ines Monteverde 
Mary Ryan 
Marge Harper 
William Ryan 
Lillian Matos 

Triston McElheny   
Wayne Hohl 
Joe Silock 
Bob Coxe 
Pat Muller 
Richard Meyer 
Jerome Paul Roetering 
Carolyn Roetering 
Tom Cardoza 
Betty Olshewsky 
Millie Baron 
Nancy Ostrowski 
Catherine Shriver 
Grace Bear 
Deacon Steve Sablone 
Betty Neumann 
John Schott 
Margie Connell 
Frank Strittmatter  
Susan McElheny 
Rita Coffman 
Carole Aylward 
Jerome Benoit 
Vicki Brooks 
Jim Guinn 
Joseph Lagana 
Connie Amato 
Richard Martinez 
Joe Aleaman 
Stewart Gentry 
Shirley Morgan 
Katie Kazura-Huynh 
Ruth Hall 

Loraine Palmer 
Patricia McDonough 
Angelo Deyeso 
Nancy Barden 
Angelina Jesselli 
Bill Misturini 
Michael Bock 
Roxann McCue 
Lisa Rielag 
Tom Meurer 
Kay Torcuator 
Donald Boggs 
Kelly High 
Margaret Cappeleri 

PRAYERS FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR 
MILITARY 

SICK LIST 
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The Sisters of St. 
Elisabeth Convent in 
Belarus will be here at 
St. Scholastica on 
Thursday, March 12, 
2020 following the 
8:30 a.m. daily Mass.  
The sisters invite you to 
see and purchase some 
of their handmade 
religious articles which 
help to support 
mentally challenged 
children and adults, 
former drug and 
alcohol addicted people 
and those who are 
homeless and 
struggling. 



STEWARDSHIP  
REFLECTIONS 
 
February 23, 2020 - 7th 
Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 

“But I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those 
who persecute 
you…” (Matthew 5:44) 

Love your enemies, easier 
said than done, no doubt. 
But, remember, the 
foundation of stewardship 
is prayer. When we are in 
close communication with 
God, it opens our heart and 
it turns our attention away 
from “me” and moves it 
towards God and others. It 
allows us to have a little 
more empathy for “our 
enemy.” When we pray for 
others, even “our enemies,” 
maybe it softens their 
hearts as well. 

READINGS OF THE WEEK 

First Reading — Take no revenge and cherish no grudge; love your 
neighbor as yourself  

(Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18). 

Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful (Psalm 103). 

Second Reading — You are the temple of God, and holy (1 
Corinthians 3:16-23). 

Gospel — Offer no resistance; love your enemies (Matthew 5:38-
48). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Monday: Jas 3:13-18; Ps 19:8-
10, 15; Mk 9:14-29 

Tuesday: Jas 4:1-10; Ps 55:7-
11a, 23; Mk 9:30-37 

Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 
51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20 — 
6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 
1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 

 

Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 
51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 

Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 
86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32 

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; 
Ps 51:3-6, 12-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19 
[12, 17-19]; Mt 4:1-11 
 Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Sunday: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday: Ash Wednesday; 
   Fast and  
   Abstinence 
   Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  
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ONLINE GIVING 
 
 As each one has  received a gift, use 
it to serve one another as good stew-
ards of God’s varied grace.” - 1 Peter 
4:10 
 
Reasons to sign up for  
Electronic Giving 
No need to write checks or bring 
cash to church. 
Peace of mind knowing that the 
church is receiving your contribution 
even if you are unable to attend. 
More secure than checks. 
All contributions are recorded for 
you on your bank statement with 
date of settlement. 
 
IT COSTS YOU NOTHING! 
 
You will have the option to keep  
receiving your regular offering  
envelope packets if you wish.   
 
Visit www.stscholastica.org to 
sign up and more information. 



Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 23, 2020 

Be holy, for I, the LORD, your God, am holy. 

— Leviticus 19:2b 

 Today’s readings reflect on our communal identity as disciples. 
Before we begin Lent together in a few days, we take time to appreciate 
what God has done by giving us our family of faith. In Leviticus, God tells 
Moses to “speak to the whole Israelite community” and give them 
instructions for living in love. Moses passes along the message—to each 
and every believer—that God’s people must strive together for holiness. 
Saint Paul echoes this message, insisting that we are indeed God’s holy 
children. As temples of the Spirit, we belong to Christ and to one another. 
This mutual belonging is a blessing and a challenge. In Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus sets a high bar for Christian community: his followers must love not 
only those who are easy to love, but also the people who upset us. Together, 
let us ask God to give us this kind of love. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

 Our openness to God’s powerful action helps us understand 
Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel, when he demands that we become 
“perfect.” Most of us shudder at the thought of having to be perfect. 
The idea of achieving perfection seems impossible, frankly. But, 
just before despair sets in, we recall that we are merely creatures. If 
God wants us to be “holy” and “perfect,” as today’s readings 
emphasize, then God will provide all we need to chip away at our 
imperfections. If we nurse a hateful grudge against someone and 
cannot imagine being free of the resentment, God can help. If we 
harm our own bodies through bad habits, the holy Spirit can 
strengthen our resolve and transform our daily behavior. If we long 
for advantage over others, if we are disgusted by the thought of 
loving “unworthy” people, if we overwhelmingly prefer comfort and 
stability over the wildness of lavish generosity—Jesus Christ, King 
of glory, can convert our timid hearts. These transformations take 
time, patience, and prayer. Sitting quietly to reflect over today’s 
readings is an excellent kind of prayer, and an inspiring way to 
begin. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HOLY AND PERFECT 

9 



FORGIVENESS 

 People who cannot forgive others break the bridge over which they must pass if they are to reach 
heaven; for everyone has a need to be forgiven. 

—George Herbert 

 Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving: these disciplines, prescribed by Jesus himself 
in the Sermon on the Mount, along with strict instructions not to flaunt them in 
public to win recognition and praise (Matthew 6:1-18), have been embraced by all 
the saints at the beginning of every Lent for almost two thousand years. But 
mention Lent, and many react with a grimace or slight shudder—even now, years 
after official obligations have been reduced to a minimum! No wonder the Eastern 
Rite’s “Lenten Announcement” sounds surprising: “Let us receive with joy, O 
faithful people, the divinely inspired announcement of Lent! The Lenten Spring 
shines forth! Begin the fast with joy! Let us fast from passions as well as food, 
taking pleasure in the good works of the Spirit, and accomplishing them in love!” 
Saint John Chrysostom, whose feast is September 13, elaborates: “Do you fast? 
Give proof by your works. If you see a poor person, take pity. An enemy, be 
reconciled. A friend gaining honor, don’t be jealous.” A positive approach! May the 
saints help us keep such a Lent! —Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

I wonder how many people read today’s Gospel and said, “You expect me to do 
that?” Aren’t we supposed to resist evil? Yes, we are; but Jesus makes an important 
distinction between evil acts and the person who commits them. Why? Because God 
does just that. As Jesus says, God sends sunshine and rain on both good and bad 
people. So how do we resist evil? We do as Jesus did—we conquer it with love. 

When Jesus died on the cross, this was the victory over sin and death because 
he gave his life for us out of love. This love was for everyone, especially those sinners 
who need it. You might say he loves sinners most of all. Why? Because they need his 
love the most. All he asks of us is to show love to everyone, even our enemies. 

Now when we read the examples in the Gospel (Matthew 5:39–42), we may be 
tempted to say that they just encourage people to be bad, that the way to stop evil is to 
make people suffer for doing evil. But Jesus didn’t say to let people run over you. 
Instead of a weak passivism, we actively offer the other cheek, hand over the cloak, or 
go the extra mile. And that’s just for the ones who occasionally annoy us. Later in the 
same Gospel, Jesus tells us to love and pray for our enemies—those who hate us and 
continually try to harm us. 

But notice what he doesn’t say. He never promises that we will change these 
people, that our actions will eventually cause them to repent or become our friends. No, 
he only asks his disciples to change, to become “perfect” as the Father is perfect. Of 
course, we can never be infinitely good, all-knowing, and all-powerful like God. But 
Jesus calls us not to perfectionism but to holiness. That kind of holiness comes only 
from God, just as changing evil-doers or enemies is up to God. God can work through us 
to change the hearts of others, but God always respects their freedom. Perhaps the love 
we show to our enemies will at least open their hearts to the possibility of receiving the 
love of God, who can help them to become holy, too. 

Tom Schmidt, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  
PASSIVE AGGRESSION OR ACTIVE LOVE? 
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352-726-2271
www.HooperFuneralHome.com

Inverness - Beverly Hills
Homosassa

Don’t Replace it...Let me Repair it!
Same Day Service • 51 Years Exp.

LOW Overhead...LOW Prices.
Tim  Lic#CAC1817593  352.445.0072

Johnson Appliance Service

I repair: • Washers • Dryers
• Air Conditioning

• Refrigerators • Water Heaters
• Dishwashers • Garbage Disposals

Linda S. Thomas, LLC
15 Year Parish Member

352.464.4881
lsthomas77@gmail.com • www.ilovecitruscountyflorida.com

Brown Funeral Home & Crematory
5430 W Gulf to Lake Hwy, Lecanto, Florida 34461

352-795-0111

~Traditional and Alternative Services~

     ~Local and Out of State Burials~

 ~On Site Cremation~       ~Florida National Cemetery Specialists~

Two Generations service you with compassionate, 
personalized service

www.brownfuneralhome.com

Igrayne Brown Dias
Funeral Director

Richard T. Brown
Funeral Director/Owner

~Pre-Payment Plans~

~24 Hour Availability~

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Compliments of

SMITH
John and Mary Smith

and Family
S

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂
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Well Drilling &
Pump Repair

Raymond Townsend, President / Parishioner
2820 E. Norvel Bryant Hwy. • Hernando, FL

Office: (352) 726-5454 • Cell: (352) 302-1481

Jim Green Jewelers
 1665 S.E. US Hwy. 19

 Crystal River, FL 34429
 jimgreenjewelry@gmail.com

 WWW.JIMGREENJEWELERS.COM

 352-563-0633
“Voted the Best of the Best the Last 20 Yrs”

Next to Winn Dixie, Crystal River Shopping Center

Catholic Family Owned

PJP II STUDENTS
Analise, Wesley, Samuel

341-1288
2507 Hwy. 44 W. Inverness

David Heinz Family

Fero Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home
5891 N. Lecanto Hwy. • Beverly Hills, FL 34465

352-746-4646 / 352-746-4551
www.ferofuneralhome.com / www.feromemorialgardens.com

Wilder Funeral Home

P.O. Box 1052 • 4890 S. Suncoast Blvd.
Homosassa Springs, FL 34447

Office: 352-628-3344
Fax: 352-628-1346

Jeff Macrini, Funeral Director• Carpet  
• Vinyl
• Ceramic Tile  
• Laminate
• Wood  
• Vinyl Plank

Parishioners Choice
Since 1975

352-527-1811
Lcarpetandtile@tampabay.rr.com

44 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy

Experienced Professional
Parishioner

Cell 352.422.5038
Office 352.726.5855 

ERA 
AMERICAN
REALTY
Each office independently owned and operated.

Kathleen (Kate) 
Calhoun
Realtor®

$10.00 OFF/
Mention Ad
HEATING &

AIR CONDITIONING
Sales • Service • Installation

Residential • Commercial
Lic.# CMC035440

Phone: 352-564-8822

“25 Yrs. at St. Scholastica”

Office: 2450 N. Citrus Hills Blvd.
Hernando, FL 34442
Bus: 352-746-0744

www.mycitruscountyhomes.com
25 Million Dollar Team Proven Success

352-422-4086
Jack Fleming

Realtor

352-422-1976
Maria Fleming

Realtor

Se Habla Español

Rosemary’s Hallmark

746-6560

3555 N. Lecanto Hwy.

Willow Tree, Yankee

& Blue Mountain

FATHER & SONS                              

  Roger Throneburg

352-628-9909 • Across From Wildlife Park

www.FatherAndSonsHearing.com

Try Before 

You Buy

4 Week Trial

ABSOLUTELY 

FREE!

HEARING
AID CENTERS

Parishioners 

Choice With

Experience

1023 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy. Hernando
In Alesci’s Corner Plaza

Huge Showroom
Come Try Out Some

Lift Chairs Today.

Please Call

352-419-4009
Ben & Nancy DiVona/Parishioner Monday through Friday 10-4 or Call for Appt.

Megan T. Fitzpatrick
Parish Member

213 North Apopka Avenue
Inverness, Florida 34450

352-726-1821
Specializing in:

Family Law, Paternity, Child Custody,
Prenuptial Agreements, Probate, Wills, 

Trusts, Estate Planning, Powers of Attorney,
Health Care Directives, and Living Wills

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.




