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WORLD COMMUNICATION DAY 
RESPECT LIFE SUNDAY 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
Luke 17:5-10 

The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ The Lord replied, ‘If you 
had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would obey you. 

‘Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from 
ploughing or tending sheep in the field, “Come here at once and take your 
place at the table”? Would you not rather say to him, “Prepare supper for 
me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may eat 
and drink”? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So 
you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, “We are 
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!” ’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 

What is faith? Sometimes, people think of faith in a way that is similar to the 
way they think of trust. For the Christian, faith is a bit different from that. For 
Christians, faith is both a gift and a response. Faith is a gift of our loving 
God, freely offered to everybody. It is also our response to God’s invitation 
to fullness of life, to love and relationship with Jesus and one another. Faith 
is trust, and more than that. Faith is belief. It is the certainty that God is 
Love, and that God’s Love has been made manifest in the world in Jesus. It 
is the sure and certain assurance that Christ has died, Christ is risen, and 
Christ will come again. 
TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What does faith mean to you?
• Who do you look up to as a model of faith?
• What would you say to somebody who asked you to talk about your

faith?
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This year World Mission Sunday is on October 23, 2022. This is a worldwide 
celebration of and collection for the Missionary Church. This year’s theme is “You 

shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). The funds raised go to support rural health 
clinics, renovate chapels and rectories, build new churches and provide for the 
daily needs of missionaries and catechists. Please pray for all missionaries and 

donate generously on Mission Sunday.

Used with Permission

Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource.  E-mail: 
Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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THE CHURCH TEACHES 
EXCERPTS FROM THE MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE 

FRANCIS 
FOR THE 56th WORLD DAY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Listening with the ear of the heart 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
Last year we reflected on the need to “Come and See” in order to discover reality and be able to recount it 
beginning with experiencing events and meeting people. Continuing in this vein, I would now like to draw 
attention to another word , “listen”, which is decisive in the grammar of communication and  a condition for 
genuine dialogue. 

In fact, we are losing the ability to listen to those in front of us, both in the normal course of everyday 
relationships and when debating the most important issues of civil life. At the same time, listening is 
undergoing an important new development in the field of communication and information through the various 
podcasts and audio messages available that serve to confirm that listening is still essential in human 
communication… 

Listening as a condition of good communication 
There is a kind of hearing that is not really listening, but its opposite: eavesdropping. In fact, eavesdropping 
and spying, exploiting others for our own interests, is an ever-present temptation that nowadays seems to 
have become more acute in the age of social networks. Rather, what specifically makes communication good 
and fully human is listening to the person in front of us, face to face, listening to the other person whom we 
approach with fair, confident, and honest openness. 

The lack of listening, which we experience so often in daily life, is unfortunately also evident in public life, 
where, instead of listening to each other, we often “talk past one another”. This is a symptom of the fact that, 
rather than seeking the true and the good, consensus is sought; rather than listening, one pays attention to 
the audience. Good communication, instead, does not try to impress the public with a soundbite, with the aim 
of ridiculing the other person, but pays attention to the reasons of the other person and tries to grasp the 
complexity of reality. It is sad when, even in the Church, ideological alignments are formed and listening 
disappears, leaving sterile opposition in its wake. 

In reality, in many dialogues we do not communicate at all. We are simply waiting for the other person to 
finish speaking in order to impose our point of view. In these situations, as philosopher Abraham Kaplan notes, 
dialogue is a duologue: a monologue in two voices. In true communication, however, the “I” and the “you” are 
both “moving out”, reaching out to each other. 

Listening is therefore the first indispensable ingredient of dialogue and good communication. Communication 
does not take place if listening has not taken place, and there is no good journalism without the ability to 
listen. In order to provide solid, balanced, and complete information, it is necessary to listen for a long time. 
To recount an event or describe an experience in news reporting, it is essential to know how to listen, to be 
ready to change one’s mind, to modify one’s initial assumptions. 

It is only by putting aside monologues that the harmony of voices that is the guarantee of true communication 
can be achieved. Listening to several sources, “not stopping at the first tavern” — as the experts in the field 
teach us — ensures the reliability and seriousness of the information we transmit. Listening to several voices, 
listening to each other, even in the Church, among brothers and sisters, allows us to exercise the art of 
discernment, which always appears as the ability to orient ourselves in a symphony of voices… 

The ability to listen to society is more valuable than ever in this time wounded by the long pandemic. So much 
previously accumulated mistrust towards “official information” has also caused an “infodemic”, within which 
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the world of information is increasingly struggling to be credible and transparent. We need to lend an ear and 
listen profoundly, especially to the social unease heightened by the downturn or cessation of many economic 
activities. 

The reality of forced migration is also a complex issue, and no one has a ready-made prescription for solving 
it. I repeat that, in order to overcome prejudices about migrants and to melt the hardness of our hearts, we 
should try to listen to their stories. Give each of them a name and a story. Many good journalists already do 
this. And many others would like to do it, if only they could. Let us encourage them! Let us listen to these 
stories! Everyone would then be free to support the migration policies they deem most appropriate for their 
own country. But in any case, we would have before our eyes not numbers, not dangerous invaders, but the 
faces and stories, gazes, expectations and sufferings of real men and women to listen to. 

Listening to one another in the Church 
In the Church, too, there is a great need to listen to and to hear one another. It is the most precious and life-
giving gift we can offer each other. “Christians have forgotten that the ministry of listening has been 
committed to them by him who is himself the great listener and whose work they should share. We should 
listen with the ears of God that we may speak the word of God.”  Thus, the Protestant theologian Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer reminds us that the first service we owe to others in communion consists in listening to them. 
Whoever does not know how to listen to his brother or sister will soon no longer be able to listen to God 
either. 

The most important task in pastoral activity is the “apostolate of the ear” – to listen before speaking, as the 
Apostle James exhorts: “Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak” (1:19). Freely giving some of our own 
time to listen to people is the first act of charity. 

A synodal process has just been launched. Let us pray that it will be a great opportunity to listen to one 
another. Communion, in fact, is not the result of strategies and programmes, but is built in mutual listening 
between brothers and sisters. As in a choir, unity does not require uniformity, monotony, but the plurality and 
variety of voices, polyphony. At the same time, each voice in the choir sings while listening to the other voices 
and in relation to the harmony of the whole. This harmony is conceived by the composer, but its realization 
depends on the symphony of each and every voice. 

With the awareness that we participate in a communion that precedes and includes us, we can rediscover a 
symphonic Church, in which each person is able to sing with his or her own voice, welcoming the voices of 
others as a gift to manifest the harmony of the whole that the Holy Spirit composes. 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 24 January 2022, Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales. 
Franciscus 
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