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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
NOV 29 THIRTY-FOURTH SATURDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                  CELEBRANT 

8:30 am CHA Fr. Tesfamerian Baraki by Judith Child Fr. Levi 

4:00 pm DON Dorothy Haller by John J. Patterson & Family Fr. Pat 

5:00 pm CHA Stella Kossuth by Thomas Zimmerman Fr. Levi 

6:00 pm MON Robert Lee by Wife, Nellie, Joyce & Gary Lee Fr. Pat 

NOV 30 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                   CELEBRANT 

8:30 am DON Haller Family, Living & Deceased by Rose Patterson Fr. Levi 

9:00 am CHA Gary Altemara by Family Fr. Pat 

11:00 am MON Bennett Feely, Jr.  Fr. Levi 

DEC 1 FIRST MONDAY OF ADVENT 

8:30 am CHA Joseph Robert Child by Wife, Judith Child 

DEC 2 FIRST TUESDAY OF ADVENT 

8:30 am DON George Saxon by Cindy & Dave Getty 

DEC 3 SAINT JOHN OF DAMASCUS, PRIEST & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

7:00 pm MON Bobbi Loos by Kirk Loos 

DEC 4 SAINT JOHN OF DAMASCUS, PRIEST & DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 

8:30 am DON Andrew, William, Victor & Robert Salat by Sister, Veronica 

DEC 5 FIRST FRIDAY OF ADVENT 

8:30 am MON Herman Pennline by Pennline Family 

DEC 6 FIRST SATURDAY OF ADVENT                                               CELEBRANT 

8:30 am CHA Jack Rostcheck by Kathy & Cack Costantino Fr. Pat 

4:00 pm DON 

5:00 pm CHA Ken Fusina by Family Fr. Jerry 

6:00 pm MON Jack & Margaret McGinty by Family Fr. Pat 

DEC 7 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                               CELEBRANT 

8:30 am DON Rich Fronzaglio by The Holy Rosary Confraternity Fr. Levi 

9:00 am CHA Cecilia Sciortino by Pennline Family Fr. Pat 

11:00 am MON Domenick, Mona & Nicky Antonelli by Suzanne Plesha           Fr. Levi 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Haluch by Daughter, Geri Pergola & Family      Fr. Levi 
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MASS SCHEDULE/ 
ÒRE MAS 

 
Saturday/Samdi 
4:00pm    - Donora 
5:00pm    - Charleroi 
6:00pm   - Monongahela 
 
Sunday/Dimanch   
8:30am     -  Donora 
9:00am     -  Charleroi 
11:00am  - Monongahela 
 
Weekday Mass Times/ 
Tan Mas jou lasèman 
Monday/Lendi       
     Charleroi               8:30am 
Tuesday/Madi        
     Donora                  8:30am   
Wednesday/Mèkredi   
     Monongahela         7:00pm 
Thursday/Jedi  
     Donora                  8:30am 
Friday/Vandredi      
     Monongahela         8:30am 
Saturday/Samdi     
     Charleroi               8:30am    

 
This schedule does not 

reflect holidays or Holy Days. 
Orè sa a pa reflete jou ferye oswa 

jou apa pou Bondye. 

 

“I AM THE LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD. WHOEVER 

FOLLOWS ME WILL NOT 
WALK IN DARKNESS BUT 
WILL HAVE THE LIGHT 

OF LIFE.”  
                        JOHN 8:12 

 
 
 

THE SANCTUARY CANDLE 
BURNS THIS WEEK IN 

 

CHARLEROI FOR 

DANIEL & JOSEPHINE CIOCCIO, SR. 
By: Dan & Judy Cioccio, Jr. 

 

DONORA FOR 
JOHN & ANN VELIKY 

By: Philip & Sharlene Veliky 
 

MONONGAHELA FOR 
LUCILLE ZELETSKI 

By: Family 

BAPTISM 
For arrangements and to 

schedule a class please call  
724-258-7794 

MARRIAGE 
Please contact the parish 

office to set a meeting with a 
member of the clergy no less 
than six months before the 

proposed wedding date. 

PENANCE 
Mondays, Charleroi   

6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 
 

Wednesdays, Monongahela 
6:00 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 

 

Saturdays, Donora 
3:00 p.m.to 3:45 p.m. 

 

First Fridays, Donora 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

By appointment, please call 
the parish office. 
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ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
In danger of death please call the 
parish office at any time. If in the 

hospital or a skilled nursing 
facility, please ask the nursing 

staff to contact the priest on call. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

Sunday, November 16th: 

$11,963 

DIOCESAN SECOND COLLECTIONS 
 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 
November 23 2025 
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    Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus, our Lord!  Today we begin a 
new liturgical year!  As I mentioned last week, these first two weeks of 
advent focus on the second coming of the Lord and the four last 
things: death, judgement, heaven and hell.  This week perhaps the 
most notable words of the Gospel are “stay awake.”  This week, let us 
ponder our own death, judgement, heaven and hell.  Let us be honest 
with God and ourselves, and let us repent of all sin and let the Blood of 
Christ redeem us! 

    If you’ve ever been on a long road trip and driven through the night, 
then you know what it’s like to try to stay awake when your body wants 
to sleep.  The more tired you get the less you can pay attention.  Slowly 
you lose your ability to focus and then your eyes begin to grow heavy 
and blink longer than they should.  At this point, it is imperative that 
you open a window, have a soft drink, or do something else to bring 
yourself back to full focus on the road.  

    Life for us as Christians can be the same way.  We may start off 
very excited about Jesus and fired up to live our lives for him, but as 
life goes on, it is easy to get drowsy and distracted by many 
things.  So how do we snap out of it?  What is the food and drink 
that wakes us up and keeps us alive to the presence and power of 
God in our lives?  Is it not the eucharist?  

    We must not forget that every week we receive a share in The 
Body and Blood of Christ!  We receive Communion with the Living 
God!  What more do we need to wake us up and keep us alert on the 
journey?  

    That being said, I ran into a wonderful lady the other day who 
said that she grew up Catholic but never knew that Jesus died for 
her on the cross.  She said she was never taught that.  How sad to 
hear this.  My beloved sons and daughters in Christ, Jesus Body and 
Blood was shed for each one of us.  Not everyone else but you.    
Everyone including you!  You are worth so much to the Lord that he 
has given everything for you!  

    May we receive the Body and Blood of our Savior poured out for 
us and accept the mercy we need to pay for our sins, so that we do 
not have to fear death and hell, but be overjoyed to meet our judge 
face to face and walk with him into the halls of heaven!   

Reverend Levi Hartle 
Pastor 

CLERGY 

 

PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL 
THE ARCHANGEL 

 

Saint Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle, 

be our protection against the 
wickedness and snares of the devil; 

may God rebuke him we humbly 
pray; 

and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly 
host, by the power of God, cast into 

hell Satan and all evil spirits 
who prowl through the world seeking 

the ruin of souls. Amen. 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT 
ANDREW THE APOSTLE  

 

O Glorious Saint Andrew,  
you were the first to recognize  
and follow the Lamb of God.  
With your friend Saint John,  

you remained with Jesus for that day,  
for your entire life,  

and now throughout eternity.  
As you led your brother Saint Peter to 

Christ and many others after Him,  
draw us also to Him.  

Teach us to lead others to Christ  
solely out of love for Him  

and dedication in His service.  
Help us to learn the lesson of the 

cross and to carry our daily crosses 
without complaint so that they may 

carry us to Jesus. Amen.  
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A WORD FROM FR. LEVI 

 

 

REPORTING ABUSE 
 

Diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator:  

412-456-3093  
 

Hot Line: 1-888-808-1235 
 

PA Child Line: 1-800-932-0313  
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First Sunday of Advent 

LITURGY PREPARATION 

    Happy new liturgical year! The 1st Sunday of Advent begins the new church 
year and we will now be using readings from Year A. You can see from the 
calendar wheel that Advent begins in the twelve o’clock position, and the rest 
of the liturgical year follows in a clockwise pattern.  

    Since Advent is a penitential season, we will use the color purple,          
signifying penance, preparation, and the royalty of Christ. The altar cloths, 
priest’s vestments, and most of the candles on the advent wreath will be   
purple.  

    The advent wreath didn’t start out as a Christian object but has instead 
been transformed into one. Historians aren’t sure of exactly when lighted 
wreaths first started to be used, but they do know that the pre-Christian  
people of Germany would light wreaths during the winter as an expectation 
of spring, light, and warmth. Sometime during the Middle Ages the use of a 
lighted wreath began to be used by Christians during Advent to signify the 
light of Christ coming into the world. The four candles not only marked a sort of countdown to  
Christmas (especially during a time that lacked modern calendars!), but it also represented how Christ 
was drawing ever nearer by the growing of the light each week.  

    If you have an advent wreath at home, please    
consider using the blessing below from the 
USCCB (United States Conference of Catholic   
Bishops). Each Sunday of Advent you can light   
another candle on the wreath and prepare for   
Jesus’ coming at Christmas.  

 

Make the Sign of the Cross. 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

Say, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.” 

 

Then, read Scripture from the Book of     
Isaiah. 

The USCCB points us toward Isaiah 
9, Isaiah 63, or Isaiah 64.  
 

 
 

Pray  
“Lord our God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ: He is Emmanuel, the hope of the      
peoples, He is the wisdom that teaches and guides us, He is the Savior of every nation. Lord 
God, let your blessing come upon us as we light the candles of this wreath. May the wreath and 
its light be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation. May He come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

 Amanda Nicholson 
Music & Liturgy 
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THE ORDER OF MASS 
OPENING HYMN                                                                                       ADVENT GATHERING SONG 

Text and Tune: James J. Chepponis © 1995, GIA Publications, Inc.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                                               PSALM 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9  

FIRST READING                                                                                                                  ISAIAH 2:1-5  
This is what Isaiah, son of Amoz, saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem. In days to come, the mountain 
of the LORD's house shall be established as the 
highest mountain and raised above the hills. All 
nations shall stream toward it; many peoples shall 
come and say: "Come, let us climb the LORD's 
mountain, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he 
may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his 
paths." For from Zion shall go forth instruction, and 

the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations, and impose terms on many 
peoples. They shall beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall 
not raise the sword against another, nor shall they 
train for war again. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord!  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

1. I rejoiced when they said to me, 
   “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 
And now our feet are standing 
   within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

2. Jerusalem is built as a city 
   bonded as one together. 
It is there that the tribes go up, 
   the tribes of the Lord. 

3. For Israel’s witness it is 
   to praise the name of the Lord. 

There were set the thrones for judgement, 
   the thrones of the house of David. 

4. For the peace of Jerusalem pray, 
   “May they prosper, those who love you.” 
May the peace abide in your walls, 
   and security be in your towers. 

5. For the sake of my family and friends, 
   let me say, “Peace upon you.” 
For the sake of the house of the Lord, our God, 
   I will seek good things for you. 
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THE ORDER OF MASS 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 
Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the 
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 
became man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and 
rose again on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead and his king-
dom will have no end.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 
confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I 
look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Text: ICEL, © 2010 Music: Mass of Joy and Peace, Tony E. Alonso, © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.  
Show us Lord, your love; and grant us your salvation.  

GOSPEL                                                                                                                             LUKE 23:35-43  
Jesus said to his disciples: "As it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
In those days before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the 
day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know 
until the flood came and carried them all away. So will 
it be also at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men 
will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will 
be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill; one 
will be taken, and one will be left. Therefore, stay 

awake! For you do not know on which day your Lord 
will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house 
had known the hour of night when the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and not let his 
house be broken into. So too, you also must be 
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of 
Man will come."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Brothers and sisters: You know the time; it is the hour 
now for you to awake from sleep. For our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed; the night is 
advanced, the day is at hand. Let us then throw off the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let 
us conduct ourselves properly as in the day, not in 

orgies and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, 
not in rivalry and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the desires of the 
flesh.  
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SECOND READING                                                                                                          ROMANS 13:11-14 
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THE ORDER OF MASS 
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PREPARATION HYMN                                                                                      PEOPLE LOOK EAST 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon. Tune: BESANCON; French carol; harm. by Martin Shaw, © Oxford University Press.  
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THE ORDER OF MASS 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                            

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION                                                                                          

GREAT AMEN                                                                                     

LAMB OF GOD                                                                                          

Text: ICEL, © 2010 Music: Mass of Joy and Peace, Tony E. Alonso, © 2010, GIA Publications, Inc.  
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THE ORDER OF MASS 
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Text: John Brownlie, 1857–1925, alt. Tune: MORNING SONG, CM; John Wyeth, 1770–1858; arr. by Robert J. Batastini, b.1942  
Reprinted under One License #729427. All rights reserved. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN                                       THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                                                           WAIT FOR THE LORD 

© 1984 by Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France. Published in North America by GIA Publications, Inc. 

1. Prepare the way for the Lord. Make a straight path for God. Prepare the way for the Lord. 

2. Rejoice in the Lord always: God is at hand. Joy and gladness for all who seek the Lord. 

3. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. All the earth will see the Lord.  

4. I waited for the Lord. God heard my cry. 

5. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, our God. 

6. Seek first the kingdom of God. Seek and you shall find. 

7. O Lord, show us your way. Guide us in your truth. 
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GROWING CLOSER TO CHRIST 
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    In today’s culture, many people think of a king as an all-powerful and             
oppressive tyrant who forces his subjects to serve him. A king is seen by many 
people in world as a selfish leader who has the ability to do whatever he      
pleases. And while many kings in the past have done just that, there was a king 
who was much different than the rest. This king did not seek to be served, but 
to serve others. This king was born not in a palace, but in a stable. This king 
desired not acres of land nor the wealth gold, but the love and hearts of his 
people. This king did not take in selfishness but gave his life away in love. This 
is not just an ordinary king, but this man is the King of kings. Who is the King of 
kings? It is none other than Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. 

    The last Sunday of the liturgical year (last Sunday the 23rd), we specifically 
come to understand the Kingship of Christ. The rulers at the time “sneered at 
Jesus and said, ‘He saved others, let him save himself if he is the chosen one, 
the Christ of God’” (Luke 23:35). The rulers wanted to see Jesus come down from 
the cross in order to believe that Jesus was “the Christ of God” (Luke 23:35). One 
might ask the question, “Did Our Blessed Lord have the power to save Himself?” Christ absolutely had the 
power to save Himself (Jeremiah 32:17), but yet He freely and willingly chose to allow Himself to be        
crucified for our sins so that we could have the opportunity to be saved. Why? Because our God did not 
want an eternity without us. So, in the Person of Jesus Christ, God died in our place. That’s how much He 
loves us. Venerable Fulton J. Sheen once said, “The rain cannot save itself if it is to bud the greenery. A 
mother cannot save herself is she is to save her child, a soldier cannot save himself if he is to save his 
country. This is not the law of weakness! It’s the law of sacrifice. Greater love than this no man hath, that 
he lay down his life for his friends.” This act of sacrifice demonstrates the Kingship of Christ because “a 
true king serves his subjects” (King of Kings) and gives his life for his people.   

    And finally, as Christ is hanging on the cross, we come to discover that there were two criminals that 
were crucified on both sides where Christ was. One of the criminals “reviled Jesus, saying, Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us” (Luke 23:39). What’s ironic is that Christ was saving us on the cross! The   
mission of the Savior was not to save us from suffering, but to save us from sin and spiritual death by    
entering into our suffering and dying on the cross for our salvation. After good thief rebuked the bad thief 
for what he had said and defended Our Lord, we then hear those beautiful and heart-felt words that come 
from the lips of this good thief, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke 23:42). And 
Jesus replied to him, “Amen I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). Because Christ 
is the King of the Universe, He gets to decide who enters into the kingdom of God. Our Lord is coming as 
the Just Judge and “will rule the earth with justice and the peoples with equity” (Psalm 98:8). We should all 
tremble at the sight of God’s holiness and justice. But like the good thief, let us steal heaven (Praise Nation) 
by coming just as we are to the King of kings, acknowledging and weeping over our sins and asking the 
Good Jesus to remember us when He comes into His Kingdom and perhaps, we too will hear those        
comforting and immortal words spoken to each of us by Our Lord at the moment of our death, “Amen I say 
to you,    today, you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 

Philip Pierangeli 
Social Ministry 
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TEMPORALITIES & STEWARDSHIP 
A United Step Forward: Centralizing Parish Offices for Sustainability and Service 

As we look ahead to 2026, our parish continues to embrace a spirit of renewal—
rooted in tradition, guided by stewardship, and energized by community. One of 
the most meaningful steps we’re preparing to take is the centralization of our 
parish office operations, a strategic move designed to strengthen collaboration, 
reduce costs, and ensure long-term sustainability. 

Why Centralization—and Why Now? 

The decision to consolidate office operations into our Charleroi location,       
closing administrative functions in Monongahela and Donora, was not made 
lightly. It reflects months of thoughtful discernment, financial analysis, and open 
dialogue with our dedicated office staff. Rising utility costs, duplicate leased 
printer services, and the growing need for streamlined workflows all pointed to a 
clear truth: if we want to sustain and grow our mission, we must be willing to 
adapt. 

Centralization allows us to: 

• Reduce overhead by eliminating duplicate services and minimizing utility expenses. 

• Strengthen team dynamics, unity, and presence by bringing our talented staff together under one roof. 

• Improve service delivery through unified communication and shared resources. 

• Create space for innovation by freeing up time and budget for mission-aligned initiatives. 

A Team Ready to Lead Together 

Our office personnel were thoughtfully prepared ahead of this transition and have responded with          
enthusiasm and grace. Their commitment to collaboration and shared purpose is a testament to the 
strength of our parish family. By working side-by-side, they’ll be able to support one another more         
effectively, respond to parishioner needs more swiftly, and build a culture of unity that reflects the heart of 
our faith. 

Stewardship in Action 

This move is part of a broader strategy to ensure our parish remains vibrant and mission-driven. We are 
actively exploring additional cost-saving measures and operational efficiencies, including: 

• Shared technology platforms to reduce licensing fees and improve data security. 

• Centralized purchasing for supplies and services to leverage bulk discounts. 

• Flexible workspace planning to accommodate evolving needs and maximize use of space. 

• Digitized workflows to reduce paper waste and improve recordkeeping. 

Each of these efforts is rooted in our commitment to responsible stewardship—not just of finances, but of 
time, talent, and trust. 

Honoring Our Legacy, Building Our Future 

While change can be bittersweet, it also opens the door to renewal. The Monongahela and Donora offices 
have served our parish faithfully for many years, and we honor their legacy with gratitude and hope for the 
future.   

Our intent today is to leverage every square inch of our properties.  A real example of this is our increased 
and repurposed usage of the parish formation center.  Through strategic partnerships and grant awards, 
we’ve improved (and are still improving) the property to a fresh, inviting space utilized every day (and 
many evenings) for various ongoing education, formation and fellowship opportunities.  As we transition to 
a centralized model, we carry forward the spirit of service that defined those spaces—and embrace new 
hope for redefined, relevant and shared purposes. 

We invite all parishioners to join us in prayer and support as we take this important step. Together, we are 
building a stronger foundation for ministry, outreach, and community—one that will sustain us not just 
through 2026, but far into the future. 

Joe Caruso 
Business Manager 
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Step into the season with grace and joy at the Parish’s first ever 
Ladies Advent Tea Party.  Gather with friends and family for an 
afternoon of inspiration, conversation, and beauty.  Please come in 
your Sunday best for this lovely occasion. Cocktail dresses and the 
Christmas spirit are encouraged! 

The event includes an elegant lunch of soup, 
salad and sandwiches as well as delicate 
pastries served with tea & coffee. And our 
speaker, Taylor McKeegan, will offer an 
inspiring advent reflection during the meal.  

The event is $25 and reservations are required.   

Attendees Names:                                                                      

                                                                                                    

                                                                                                    

Amount Enclosed:                                                                     

Please return this porƟon below in the collecƟon baskets or to any church 
office to reserve your spot for this special event. SeaƟng is limited. RSVP’s 
are due by November 30th. Absolutely no walk-ins!  
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FOOD BANK REQUESTS  
 

 

· Pasta & Sauce 
· Peanut Butter & Jelly 
· Granola Bars 
· Crackers 
· Cereal 
· Pancake Mix & Syrup 
· Canned Meat 
· Canned Fruits & 

Vegetables  
· Ramen Noodles 
· Hamburger Helper 
· Rice & Beans 
· Toilet Paper 
· Dish Soap 
· Paper Towels 
· Tissues 
· Bar Soap 
· Shampoo 
· Napkins 

WORKS OF MERCY 

CHARLEROI  |  DONORA |  MONONGAHELA 

HONORARIUMS 
 

We are thankful for the gifts  
given to the food bank in  

memory of: 
 

JAMES MARKOVICH 
By Chrissy Pietroboni & Family 

 

JAMES MARKOVICH 
By Joyce Amatangelo 

 

JAMES MARKOVICH 
By Joe & Millie Ravasio 

 

LUCY ZELETSKI 
By Ray & Jane Hazen 

 

SOPHIE PISCATELLI 
By Nellie Lee 

 

KATHY DELSO 
By Joyce Wilson 

 

IRENE DZIMIERA 
By Terry Lewis 

 

JOAN FALAPPI 
By Terry Lewis 

 

JAMES D. HARRISON 
By Barb Harrison 

 

RICK PUSKAR 
By Bob & Barb Cardinale 

 
 

DIGNITY ROBE GROUP 
 
 

Meets the 3rd Friday of every month in St. Andrew’s 
sewing room in Donora from 9:00 a.m. untill noon. We are 

in need of more people to join us for this wonderful 
project to sew, cut, iron, etc… Come join us! 

There are two Food 
Banks offered through 
Saint Andrew the Apostle 
Parish.  On the second 
Tuesday of every month, 

we partner with the Greater Pittsburgh Community Food 
Bank in our Charleroi site only from 9:30am -11am.  And 
on the second Wednesday of every month, we 
have our parish Food Bank, Diaper Bank and 
Pet Food Bank pick up at all 3 church 
locations on the from 10am - 11:30. 
Volunteers are always needed! Please 
contact Chris Janney at 267-990-4479. 
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ON FIRE FOR CHRIST 
How many times have we waited for that call or text or email for news we longed to 
hear? Even with all the electronic media, sometimes the response just isn’t fast 
enough. Have you ever waited for an acceptance to maybe a college, or to that job 
that you really wanted? Or from a friend or loved one that you hadn’t heard from in a 
while. Or perhaps about the results of some medical test that you had performed. 
The one thing that each of these has in common is hope. We all have hope for good 
things to happen. Hope? That’s what Advent is about! It is about hope but is also 
about preparation and being ready!  

Today we begin the season of Advent. For many this indicates the beginning of the 
Christmas season, the “run to Christmas.” Our weeks will be packed with the hustle 
and bustle of the season with absolutely no time to slow down. For some, it means a 
time for sadness, depression, thoughts of suicide because of loneliness, separation, 
remembrance of a loved one who passed away. We need to reach out to these       
individuals and offer them our love and support during this time. But this is a time 
of great joy and preparation and truly celebrating and preparing for the true 
“Reason for the Season,” the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Today on 
this first Sunday of Advent we also begin a new Church Year. Many consider this our birthday and perhaps we 
should sing!  

Advent should be a time of new beginnings as we turn our attention to the coming of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. I would suggest that we also think about Advent as a time for preparing and watching for the coming of 
the Lord every single day and in every situation, both delightful and very difficult times. According to St.      
Matthew in today’s gospel, the certain coming of Jesus requires us to make a decision to watch for him. Any 
day, any moment could be the final coming of the Lord for you and for me. Noah prepared as God had asked 
him but those around him busied their lives and filled them with things that were not preparing themselves for 
the coming of the Lord. Advent is a time of preparation for this coming of the Lord. As St. Paul tells us in the 
second reading, it is time to awake from our sleep, turn from our distractions our vices, for our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed and to once again understand what it means that God has called us to 
make Him present in the world. This means that during this season we are to take a good look at ourselves   
spiritually and prepare and ready ourselves to welcome the Lord when the time comes.  

You will see that the readings of each Sunday of this season of Advent can help us to become more alert to 
watching and waiting for the Lord every day in our lives. Advent can become that time that we wait and watch 
for Christ, not just at the end of time, not just coming in our celebrations of Christmas, but watching and      
preparing for Him in every single situation and in every person we encounter daily. It may be in that moment 
when we are faced with our own failure, our own lack of charity, patience, or compassion. That moment when 
we have not done what God called us to do since His call to us at our Baptism. To see our failures can be very 
difficult but is a real gift from the presence of the merciful Lord. The mercy of God can give each of us hope for 
the future of eternal life. 

So today I challenge you to take a little more time to pray over the next four weeks before Christmas, asking 
God what he wants YOU to do with the many gifts He’s given you. Ask Him when you receive communion today 
to speak to your heart about this. My brothers and sisters, do you have the faith necessary to step out of your 
comfort zone and change your routine to allow God to prepare and ready you for His coming?  

Stay Awake! Watch for Him during this Season of Advent. Be on fire for Christ! God Bless. May God’s many   
blessings be upon you and your family. I’ll see you at His table.  

Deacon Frank Bursic 

Volunteers Needed 
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the 

words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35 

Meals on Wheels is in need of drivers and delivery persons for the months of November and December for 
Charleroi deliveries.  Monday through Friday from 10am-11:30am 

Whether you can give your time for both months, one week, or just one day, any amount of help is greatly appreciated.  

Please contact Lorraine Guzur to sign up by calling (757) 546-4174. 
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FAITH FORMATION 

CHARLEROI  |  DONORA |  MONONGAHELA 

As the holiday season begins, many of us feel pressure to “get ready” for 
Christmas by decorating, buying gifts and early celebrations. But today’s 
Gospel reminds us that there is another kind of readiness that matters even 
more. 

Read today’s Gospel together. Then talk as a family about what it truly 
means to be ready for the Lord. Our homes are “domestic churches” which 
are places where we help one another grow in faith and love. Spend a few 
minutes reflecting on the ways your family encourages each other to follow 
Jesus and become better Christians. 

Choose one simple, meaningful way your family will prepare your hearts for 
Jesus this Advent. Write it down and place it somewhere you’ll see often,   
perhaps near your Advent wreath to remind you of your shared promise. 

Close by praying together, asking God to strengthen your family in your   
Advent commitment.  
 

Faith Formation 

Nov 30th — No Faith Formation-Happy Thanksgiving       
*Children’s Choir 11am Mass Monongahela 
Dec 7th — Family Catechesis 9am Mass followed by family activities in Marian Hall 
Dec 14th — In-Person Class    
Dec 21st* — In-person Class 

Dec 28th — No Faith Formation-Merry Christmas! 
Jan 4th — No Faith Formation-Happy New Year!   

Confirmation 

Nov 30th — No Faith Formation-Happy  
Thanksgiving       
*Children’s Choir 11am Mass Monongahela 
Dec 14th — In-Person Class    
Dec 21st* — In-person Class 

Dec 28th — No Faith Formation-Merry Christmas! 
Jan 4th — No Faith Formation-Happy New Year!  

 Kathy Miller         
Director of Faith Formation 
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The Rosary  
Makers  
 

We’re meeƟng  
on Thursday,  
December 18th at  
1pm at the By George  
Restaurant, in  
Monessen. We  
received the following  
memorial donaƟons: $20  
from JoAnn Mocilan, in  
memory of her husband  
Frank Mocilan, $20 from  
Jean Galloni, in memory of Rick Puskar, 
$20 from Judith Child and a $25 
anonymous donaƟon. We operate solely 
from donaƟons. Anyone wishing to join 
the Rosary Makers, please contact Jean at 
724-483-5533.  

Christmas Eve  
4:00 PM Donora 
4:00 PM Charleroi 
4:00 PM Monongahela 
 

12:00 AM Midnight,  
Monongahela 
 

Christmas Day  
8:30 AM Donora 
9:00 AM Charleroi 
11:00 AM Monongahela  

 

Immaculate  
Conception  

Mass Schedule 
 

Monday, Dec. 8th 
Holy Day of          
Obligation 

 

8:30 AM Donora  
 

8:50 AM School Mass,  
  Monongahela 
 (parishioners welcome) 
 

12:00 PM Charleroi 
 

7:00 PM Monongahela 

 

 

 
Don’t grieve alone!  Please join our support group to help you move through the grief process and cope 

with your emotions. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 10th at 6:30pm in the 
Formation Center. Please contact Diane for more information. dkooser@saintandrewmidmon.org 

 

OPLATKI SALE 

These Christmas Wafers are available at each of 
the parish offices.  The requested donaƟon for 

Oplatki is $3 per package.  
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Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
every month in the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Charleroi at 

6PM.  Right now, we’re discussing 
the Parables. The next meeting is 

Wednesday, December 3rd.  
All are welcome to join us! 

CHARLEROI  |  DONORA |  MONONGAHELA 

November 29    Parish Choir       4pm Donora 

November 30    Folk Group        9am Charleroi 

November 30   Children’s Choir    11am Mon City 

December 7     Sam Meek (violinist)     8:30am Donora 

December 14       Parish Choir       11am Mon City 

Please be advised of the new  
weekend Mass Schedule that will  

begin the weekend of                
January 17/18, 2026. 

 
           SATURDAY VIGIL  
           4:00 p.m. Donora  
           5:30 p.m. Charleroi   
 
           SUNDAY   
           7:30 a.m. Donora 
           9:00 a.m. Charleroi  
           11:30 a.m. Mon City 
           6pm p.m. Mon City 

FALL SPECIAL 
 

 
Christmas Decorating/Monongahela Church 

The Monongahela Church will be decorated 
immediately following the 11:00am Mass on Sunday, 

December 14th.  We could use some "able bodied 
people" to help bring the decorations out from 

storage. Please stay if you can assist us.  

B Seminaria Mark 
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MADONNA CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

It is the mission of Madonna Catholic 
Regional School to provide a Christ-
centered community focused on Gospel 
values, service, and academic excellence to 

foster a lifelong relationship with God and 
the Church and to develop leaders that 
carry their success with kindness, respect, 
responsibility, and compassion.  

Principal: Mrs. Kathryn J. Miller 
Director of Advancement: Mrs. Tracy Grandinette         Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Sue Schottenheimer 
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THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 

    The Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “God, infinitely perfect and 
blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him 
share in his own blessed life” (CCC 1). Because we are not a necessary part of 
creation, the reality is that we do not have to exist. There is only one reason 
why we exist and that is because God wants us to exist. In the words of Father 
Mike Schmitz, “God, from all eternity, looked out at this universe and He       
declared, ‘I do not want a universe without you in it. God does not want a      
universe without you in it.’” That is how amazing our God is! And because God 
alone is “the source of every good and of all love” (CCC 1723), we owe Him   
everything. It is so important to know that God is God (and we are not) in order 
to understand why we are called worship God.  
    In the book of Exodus, we read that the Lord gave Moses the Ten            
Commandments. The Third Commandment states, “Remember the Sabbath and 
keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8). We must keep in mind that just because The Third 
Commandment was in the Old Testament, that does not mean we get a free pass 
to not keep holy the Lord’s Day. Jesus Christ has said, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law 
and the prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17). Because of the New 
Covenant that God has made with us in Jesus Christ, we do not have a Sabbath day on Saturday, but       
rather, we have the Lord’s Day on Sunday in honor of the Resurrection. The Catholic Church clearly teaches 
that, "On Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass” (CCC 
2180). And to express the importance of the Eucharist and attending Mass, the Catechism also states, “The 
Sunday Eucharist is the foundation and confirmation of all Christian practice. For this reason the faithful 
are obliged to participate in the Eucharist on days of obligation, unless excused for a serious reason (for 
example, illness, the care of infants) or dispensed by their own pastor. Those who deliberately fail in 
this obligation commit a grave sin (2181). It is a sin against justice to not  
attend Mass on Sunday (or Saturday evening) since God alone is worthy of all worship  
and adoration. It is also a sin against charity since not only does not going to Mass  
(without a serious reason) hurt your relationship with God, but it also hurts your  
relationship with the Body of Christ.  
    Jesus tells us, “If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). If we  
love Jesus, we will keep the Third Commandment because we always make time  
for the things we love. If we can make time for friends, family, sports and so  
many other things, we can give God one hour a week to love and worship Him. And the  
way that the Lord wants us to worship Him is by attending and participating in the  
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. As Catholics, we are also called to rest on Sunday. The  
Catechism teaches us, “On Sundays and other holy days of obligation, the faithful 
are to refrain from engaging in work or activities that hinder the worship owed to 
God, the joy proper to the Lord's Day, the performance of the works of mercy,  
and the appropriate relaxation of mind and body. Family needs or important  
social service can legitimately excuse from the obligation of Sunday rest. The  
faithful should see to it that legitimate excuses do not lead to habits prejudicial to  
religion, family life, and health. The charity of truth seeks holy leisure- the necessity of  
charity accepts just work. (CCC 2185).   
What is the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? In short, the Mass is the re-presentation of  
Calvary. St. Thomas Aquinas states that, “The celebration of the Holy Mass is as  
valuable as the death of Jesus on the Cross.” The Mass is not a new sacrifice, but the  
same sacrifice as Christ’s sacrifice on the cross being re-presented in an unbloody  
manner. If we knew what merit we would obtain by attending a single Mass, if we knew  
the significance and meaning behind those sacred and eternal words that come from the  
lips of the priest: “This is My Body… This is My Blood,” and if we knew how much it  
meant to Our Blessed Lord when we simply show up and be there for Him in faith and  
with “a contrite and humble heart” (Psalm 51:17), we would, in the words of St. Padre  
Pio, “risk our lives to be present at a single Mass.” At every Catholic Mass, the holy souls in purgatory are 
relieved from their suffering, Our Lady with all the angels and saints sing the praises of God, heaven and 
earth kiss and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb takes place.       

Philip Pierangeli 
Social Ministry 

GROWING TOGETHER IN HOPE 

The mission of 
Hope in the  

Valley 
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QUALITY FAMILY VISION CARE 
& PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

JEFFREY D. BOEHME, O.D. • DAVID J BOEHME, O.D.

811 West Main Street, Monongahela

•  (724) 258-7695 •

Randall G. 
Rodriguez D.M.D.

Dentistry for Adults and Children
173 West Main Street

Monongahela, PA 15063

Phone: (724) 258-4440
Fax: (724) 258-6454

FERRARA APPRAISALS
Armand N. Ferrara, Jr, Parishioner

Divorce • Estate • Tax Appeals
118 Howard St. • Charleroi, PA

(412) 977-9701 | ferraraappraisals@outlook.com

Copy

Fax

Print

Scan

Solutions for Document

è Production 

è Reproduction

è Distribution

Print Management Programs

3600 McClaren Woods Dr.

Coraopolis, PA 15108

(800) 242-9695

www.teamamcom.com

Lenzi Service Station Inc.
	Inspection	 Emission	 Tires

	 A/C 	 724-258-8531	 Towing

All Types of repairs
Gary Lenzi, Owner 

Carroll Twp Supervisor

CONSTRUCTION REMODELING 

RESTORATION
1101 4th St. • Monongahela, PA

	 GEORGE STASKO
	 Tel/Fax 724-258-2473
	 Lic# PA-030704

Frye Funeral 
Home, Inc.

427 West Main Street
Monongahela, PA 15063

724-258-6136
www.fryefuneralhome.com

Pamela F. DeRose, Supervisor            

Olivia DeRose Behanna, Funeral Director

“Serving families with care and 

dignity since 1917”

JED Heating and Cooling
We Service & Repair all Brands.

724-379-9220 • www.JEDHVAC.com

Family Owned and Operated

235 FallowĲeld Ave., Charleroi, PA 15022
724-489-9551724-489-9551

JOANN E. PAVLIC, SUP.

MARC J. ZMIJOWSKI, FUNERAL DIRECTOR

WWW.PAVLICFUNERALHOMES.COM

“Where Caring Is Most Important”
Anthony L. Massafra – Supervisor

40 Second Street Ext.- Carroll Twp., Donora, PA 15033

(724) 379-6900	 www.massafrafuneralhome.com

WWW.CANDELORESBARKINGBEAUTIES.COM

Enjoy $10 off your f irst groom!
We’re all over the Pittsburgh area —

catch us in Elizabeth, Finleyville, Monongahela,
White Oak, North Huntingdon, Plum, Bethel Park 

and more tail-wagging locations coming soon!

No appointment needed!

MARSHALL MARRA FUNERAL HOME

724-258-6767 | 216 Chess St., Monongahela, PA 15063
marshallmarrafuneralhome.com

Marshall Marra and Anthony Marra, Funeral Directors

“Treating your family, like our own”
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FRANK M. GODLAFRANK M. GODLA
MECHANICAL, INC.MECHANICAL, INC.

Heating • Ventilating •PipingHeating • Ventilating •Piping

Air Conditioning • PlumbingAir Conditioning • Plumbing

(724) 684-4080(724) 684-4080

	 1 Alquippa Av	 810 McKean Av	 1 Alquippa Av	 810 McKean Av

	 Monessan	 Charleroi	 Monessan	 Charleroi

	 684-4080	 483-8844	 684-4080	 483-8844
Fax: (724) 684-6993Fax: (724) 684-6993

SUREFOOTED

MILE AFTER MILE.®

MARSH TIRE SERVICEMARSH TIRE SERVICE
“The Valley’s Most Popular “The Valley’s Most Popular 

Recapper With the World’sRecapper With the World’s
Best Equipment”Best Equipment”

215 (B) Lincoln Ave. Ext. 215 (B) Lincoln Ave. Ext. 
Charleroi, PACharleroi, PA

Phone: (724) 483-8861Phone: (724) 483-8861

Funeral Home & Cremation Services
Celebrating life, one family at a time

Kirk Russell Melenyzer Supervisor, George R. Hogan Funeral Director 

226 Fallowfield Ave, Charleroi, PA 15022 • Phone: (724) 483-2911 
www.Hogan-Melenyzer.com • Email Us: schrockhogan.fh@gmail.com

Orthopaedic Surgery • Foot & Ankle ReconstructionOrthopaedic Surgery • Foot & Ankle Reconstruction
Joint Replacement • Hand & Upper ExtremitiesJoint Replacement • Hand & Upper Extremities

Sports Medicine • RehabilitationSports Medicine • Rehabilitation

Vincent J. Ripepi, DO

Washington-Pittsburgh-McMurray-Charerloi-Waynesburg

724.225.8657 • www.advancedorthopaedics.net

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Chris Reeves

creeves@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6206

	THE

	AMATI

	GROUP ®

• Spartan 
	  Environmental INC
• Itama 
	  Development LP
• Beacon Supply Co. LLC
• Family 1st Home
  Inspections & 
  Radon Services LLC
• Amati Realty LLC

Ru�olo Mobile NotaryRu�olo Mobile Notary
The Notary that Delivers • Door to Door serviceThe Notary that Delivers • Door to Door service

Sherri Ru�oloSherri Ru�olo
PA Notary/PAN MemberPA Notary/PAN Member

412-708-5741412-708-5741
Wills, Power of Attorney, AcknowledgmentWills, Power of Attorney, Acknowledgment

Certifications, A�davits & moreCertifications, A�davits & more

	 (724) 258-5905
	 www.cjsfurniture.com

142 West Main St., Monongahela
Jaimie L. Amati, Owner/Parishioner

JOSEPH A. LOPEZ  ~and~  CARL J. SPALLINO

Funeral Directors and Faithful Parishioners

724.483.5545    www.SpallinoFuneralHome.com

	 1008 Furlong Ave.	 825 Fallowfield Ave.
	 Roscoe, PA 15477	 Charleroi, PA 15022
	 724-938-9323	 724-483-2231
	Olivia D. Behanna, Sup.	 Marc J. Zmijowski, Sup.

JoAnn E. Pavlic, Owner & F.D.

www.melenyzer.com

Melenyzer Funeral Homes

& Cremation Services Inc.
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SAINT ANDREW THE APOSTLE PARISH 
FAX: 724-379-6242              PHONE: 724-258-7794             WWW.SAINTANDREWMIDMON.ORG 

CHARLEROI SITE 
624 Washington Ave. 
Charleroi, PA 15022 

DONORA SITE 
1 Park Manor Rd. 
Donora, PA 15033 

MONONGAHELA SITE 
722 W. Main St. 

Monongahela, PA 15063 

OFFICE HOURS                                         MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY                                    9:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M. 

CHARLEROI  |  DONORA |  MONONGAHELA 

TITLE PARISH STAFF EMAIL EXT. 

Pastor Rev. Levi Hartle fhartle@saintandrewmidmon.org 304 

Retired in Residence Rev. Gerald Mikonis   

Deacon Frank Bursic fbursic@diopitt.org  

Seminarian Mark Littlefield Mlittlefield@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Business Manager, Coordinator 
of Stewardship/ Temporalities  

Joe Caruso jcaruso@saintandrewmidmon.org 303 

Formation Coordinator Diane Kooser dkooser@saintandrewmidmon.org   

Director of Music & Liturgy Amanda Nicholson anicholson@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Director of Faith Formation Kathy Miller kmiller@saintandrewmidmon.org 201 

Director of Youth, Young Adult 
and Social Ministry 

Philip Pierangeli  ppierangeli@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Office Manager Valentina Tomko vtomko@saintandrewmidmon.org 301 

Charleroi/Faith Formation    
Secretary 

Jean Alcorn jalcorn@saintandrewmidmon.org 501 

Monongahela Secretary Chris Babich cbabich@saintandrewmidmon.org 101 

Monongahela Secretary Phyllis DeMedio pdemedio@saintandrewmidmon.org 102 

Safe Environment Coordinator Helena Glaneman hglaneman@saintandrewmidmon.org 109 

Fundraising Coordinator Michele Zitz mzitz@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Website Manager,               
Communication Specialist  

Larissa Usher usherl@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Facilities Manager Rich Rosick rrosick@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Music Minister Patty Baker pbaker@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Music Minister Aaron Benney abenney@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Music Minister Art Fronzaglio afronzaglio@saintandrewmidmon.org  

Parochial Vicar  Rev. Pat Barkey fpbarkey@saintandrewmidmon.org  


