
We, the parish of St. Patrick 
C h u r c h ,  b e i n g  o n e 
community growing in faith 
and proclaiming our belief 
in the message and mission 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
invite all to open their 
hearts, hear His call, and 
become one with the Body 
of Christ.. 

 

Masses 
 

Weekday          Mon - Sat 8:30 AM 
Saturday Vigil         5:00 PM 
Sunday          7:30 AM, 9 AM, 11 AM  
              1:00 PM (Español) 

 

Daily Rosary   7:40 AM 
Divine Mercy  Mon, Tues, Fri after Rosary 
Devotion to Our Lady Wed. after Rosary 
Liturgy of the Hours   Thurs. after Rosary 
 

For anointing, hospital visits and communion 
visits, please call parish office.   

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
November 27,  2022   

First Sunday of Advent 

235 Chapel Street 
Grass Valley CA 95945 
Phone (530) 273-2347   

Fax (530) 272-9681 
 

Office Hours  
Mon – Fri : 9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

 
www.stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
info@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
facebook.com/stpatrickgv/ 

 
Visit our YouTube Channel 

for weekly live-steams of our 
Sunday 11:00 AM Mass 

 Clergy and Staff 
Fr. Alexander Estrella         Pastor        frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Fr. Jossy Vattothu CMI       Parochial Vicar                   frjossy@stpatrickgrassvalley.org       
Richard Soria        Deacon                               faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org  
        Faith Formation #: 273-2336 x3201 
James Chatigny       Deacon (retired)                
Brian Moore        Deacon (retired)               
Edee Wood        Principal, Mt St. Mary’s            info@mtstmarys.org 273-4694 
Deacon Rick Soria             Director of Faith Formation     faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org  
Kathleen Hardin      Business Manager             admin@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Maria Beltran       Receptionist       frontdesk@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Traci Jagger       RCIA              rcia@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Kellen Lake                        Young Adult Coordinator        youngadults@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Fr. Alexander Estrella        Hispanic Ministry            frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Colleen Deneen      Music Director                     colleen_deneen@hotmail.com 
John Evans       Maintenance                     facilities@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 277-2934 
Edgar Lozano             Seminarian                    edgar@Stpatrickgrassvalley.org 

Adoration 
 

 1st Thursday  7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 Tuesday    5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
 Friday        9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
 1st Sunday      2:00 - 7:00 PM 
 3rd Sunday     2:00 - 6:00 PM  

 

Confession 
  Tuesday           7:30 AM-8:15 AM 
  Friday         5:00 PM-6:00 PM 
  Saturday             3:00 PM-4:30 PM   

                           or by appointment 



PASTOR'S PONDERINGS 

Dear Family, 

When I had the Annual Report to the Faithful, I also announced that I hired a youth direc-
tor, Kellen Lake. Many of us know Kellen because he grew up here in St. Patrick’s. Kellen is 
alumnus of the Franciscan University of Steubenville in Ohio. He recently returned home 
to Grass Valley and is launching a career in real estate. Kellen is passionate about the 
faith and has deep love for our Lord and the Sacraments. His main focus is helping me 
form small faith groups for our young people.  

Across every group within the Church, small faith groups are not only popular but a signif-
icant part in helping people, of all ages, grow in their faith and their sense of community. 
Our approach is based on a book entitled The Art of Forming Young Disciples.  This book 
highlights the need for our young people to not only have peer groups of faith but also 
the need for an array of relationships with people of faith. With the guidance of their 
group leaders, they have the freedom to explore their faith. The group leaders also serve 
as my eyes and ears so that if a youth or a group needs time with me that can be ar-
ranged as well. The goal would be for each small group to meet every other week.  

The opposite weeks of group meetings would be a larger group setting to create a time 
for greater socialization, spiritual activities and other activities as well. I am very fortunate 
to have this opportunity here in St. Patrick’s. The larger group setting will focus on the lives 
of the saints. When we think of theologians, the great thinkers of the Church come to 
mind. But every saint’s life is a story of how we respond to God’s grace. Each saint is a 
“theologian,” even if he or she never wrote or read a book of theology.  

After a period of fellowship, the teens gather for an opening prayer, a lesson on the lives 
of the saints and then more time for prayer and fellowship. Each meeting has a different 
guest speaker who presents on a saint that has impacted their faith, sometimes the teens 
themselves present on their saint. Since teens join youth ministry after Confirmation, this 
provides continuity. Our large group will be part of a larger youth movement called 
“Dead Theologians Society” or DTS.  

Our first meeting will be Saturday December 10 from 1-3 P.M. My hope is that both teens 
and parents will be able to avoid driving on the dark roads. This time also allows us to 
provide opportunities for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Confessions and meet the 
pastoral needs of our youth. DTS will meet the opposite weeks of our small groups.  DTS 
will be organized by our parishioner, Mrs. Rebeca Gonnella and Kellen will support it as 
well.  

Like many aspects of life, COVID made youth ministry nearly impossible and so I am very 
excited that our youth ministry finally takes flight. I want to express my thanks to all who 
are helping support and sustain this important part of our parish life. A special thanks to 
Kellen and Mrs. Gonnella. 

Your Father in Christ 

Fr. Estrella 



Mt 24:37-44 
 

“Stay awake!... 
you also must be prepared” 

 
Even for those of us who believe in observing Ad-
vent before Christmas, the secular world’s insist-
ence on rushing to the latter can form our ex-
pectations.  When Advent begins, we come to 
Mass ready for flickering flame, for slowly growing 
light, for tidings of comfort and joy.  But this gos-
pel snaps us back to reality: it is not Christmas 
yet.  What is described here is rather scary and 
unsettling.  The image of people being suddenly 
taken away is uncomfortable; the idea of being 
left behind doesn’t sound that great either.  All 
this reminds us that our God is a God of surpris-
es.  For most of us, God’s surprising work will be 
much more ordinary than vanishing neighbors, 
but we are still called to stay aware of God’s 
presence and open to the unexpected ways 
God moves in our hearts and in our world. 

Is 2:1-5 
Rom 13:11-14 

Compared to the gospel, the first reading offers a 
more comforting and joyful vision of the end 
times.  There is unity and inclusion rather than divi-
sion; all are called to be part of the lasting peace 
God envisions for us.  The psalmist echoes the joy 
of the nation’s streaming toward Jerusalem as 
he, too, heads there on pilgrimage and prays for 
its peace.  The second reading gives us practical 
ways to “stay awake,” through moral conduct 
and union with Christ. 

 “Staying awake” means remaining attentive to 
how small choices build into robust lives of 
faith.  It means cultivating awareness of God’s 
ongoing presence in the mundane realities of our 
lives.  It means turning our attention toward the 
things that really matter and turning away from 
things that are distracting.  Advent might be an 
invitation to shake off the stupor of binge watch-
ing and social media scrolling and to enter into 
the fully vibrant lives that God wants for us. 

Day   Saint/Feast Readings Gospel   Intention 
Mon 11/28 Saint James of the 

Marche 
Is 4:2-6 Mt 8:5-11 8:30 Helen Archer (d) 

Tues 11/29 Saint Clement IS 11:1-10 LK 10:21-24 8:30 Massie Gibson (d) 

Wed 11/30 Saint Andrew Rom 10:9-18 Mt 4:18-22 8:30 Greg & Marie Floresca & family (si) 

Thur 12/1 Saint Charles de 
Foucauld 

Is 26:1-6 Mt 7:21, 24-27 8:30 Debby Sue Sanchez (d) 

Fri 12/2 Blessed Rafal Chylinski IS 29:17-24 MT 9:27-31 9:00 Dorothy Joyce (d) 

Sat 12/3 Saint Francis Xavier IS 30:19-21, 23-26 MT 9:35–10:1, 
5, 6-8 

8:30   
5:00 

Verduzco Family (si)                          
Gloria Smith (d) 

Sun 12/4 Second Sunday of 
Advent 

Is 11:1-10     
Rom 15:4-9 

Mt 3:1-12 7:30    
9:00   

11:00 

Tomas Burnett (d)                           
Alfanso Tello (d)                                          
For the People 

BLESSING OF  OUR 
RENOVATION 

Join us on Thursday, 
December 1st after 

the 8:30 Mass for refreshments 
in the hall and the blessing of 

our rennovation. 

Your generosity is 
greatly  

appreciated!  
 

November 20th 
$5,366 



             SOCK DRIVE 
Sierra Roots reports that they 
are in need of socks.  You have 
been so very generous in the 
past years, and we are asking 
for your support once again.  
Please place socks in the box 
provided in the vestibule of the 
church and accept our sincere 

gratitude for your kindness.  If you have any 
questions, please call Mercy Assoc member 
Carlie  530-305-3150.  Thank you! 

STEWARDSHIP 

Today we begin the beau-
tiful season of Advent — a 
season of preparation for 
the birth of Christ our Savior 
and anticipation of His sec-
ond coming. How do Chris-

tian Stewards Prepare and Respond during 
this holy season? By the intentional and 
wise use of the gift of Time.  
 We can push back against the world’s 
pressure to have the “perfect Christmas.”  
Scale back on the material kind of gift-
giving, the complicated menus, the unes-
sential trappings of the season so that we 
have more time for the spiritual prepara-
tions: Confession, weekday Mass, adora-
tion, family prayer time, lighting the Advent 
wreath, and acts of kindness. In the end, 
we will be prepared to celebrate a truly 
meaningful Christmas. 
~Catholic Stewardship Consultants  

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
Thursday, Dec. 1st 7:00 p.m. 

St Patrick Church 
· Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
· Scripture Reading and a Reflection 
· Individual and Communal Prayer 
· Benediction 

Our Lord tells us to “ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send 

out laborers into his harvest.” 
Join us as we come together 

before our Lord to pray for 
an increase in vocations. 

COMMUNAL FIRST SATURDAY 

Sat Dec 3rd, 7:45 am 

Join us for guided Fatima prayers, 
Rosary,  Mass and  15 minutes  of 

meditation. 

FIRST FRIDAY VOTIVE MASS 
 of the Sacred Heart 

Friday, Dec. 2nd, 6:30 p.m. 
In the Hall 
On First Fridays, our Lord 
gives us an opportunity 
to console His Sacred 
Heart in a special way 
by worthily receiving 
communion in repara-
tion for sin. Please join us 
in offering this gift to our 
Lord and Savior. 



BOOK CLUB GATHERING 

All are invited to a meeting of the 
St. Patrick and St. Canice Book 
Club on Monday, January 9 at 1:30 
P.M. in the Angel’s Nest.   We will be 
discussing The Pilgrim’s Story: The 
Life and Spirituality of St. Ignatius 
Loyola by Brendan Comerford, SJ.  
The discussion, which will last about 

an hour and a half, will be led by Michael Mo-
reland.  In addition to stimulating conversation, 
coffee, tea and cookies will be served.   Please 
bring a friend to the meeting and a suggestion 
for our next book. 

CULTURE OF LIFE 

Advent, “coming” in Latin, is 
the season when we wait with 
Mary and Joseph for the com-
ing of the Christ child, Jesus our 
Lord and Savior.  The GIFT of 
Jesus is wrapped in the stories 
of Mary’s own Immaculate 
Conception, the miraculous 
conceptions of both Jesus and 
John, the joyous leap of the yet 

unborn John the Baptist upon their meeting at the 
Visitation, Las Posada; when Joseph and his preg-
nant wife Mary travel to Bethlehem looking for 
lodging, the visitors who journey to adore the new 
born King; a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger, and the Holy Family’s ardu-
ous journey to Egypt to avoid the wrath of King 
Herod.  So, as we journey with the expectant Mary 
and await the day the prophets foretold, let us 
harken the message and live these weeks of Ad-
vent and Christmas celebrating LIFE! 

CREATION CARE 

For gifts that have a lasting impact, 
consider giving the gift of a dona-
tion.   

Catholic Charities (support.crs.org) 
is the 5th largest charity in the world; 

at Heifer International (www.heifer.org) you can 
purchase all or part of a farm animal that is given 
to a poor family to raise; SERRV (www.serrv.org), is 
a fair trade organization - items purchased are 
made by people in developing countries, who are 
paid a fair wage for their products. And there are 
many more! 

                         GREETERS MEETING 

All are  invited to attend a one 
hour Greeter Gathering on Sat-
urday, December 3, 2022 at 
10:00 AM in the Hall of St Pat-
rick's Church. New greeters are 
welcome! 

We will discuss our purpose, 
"How do I greet?", create 

schedules and share contact information Refresh-
ments and treats will be served and no RSVP is 
necessary. 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 
Wed. Nov 30th at 6:00 PM  

Potluck Dinner in the Small Hall 
If you find yourself alone and 
don’t care to go solo to dine, see 
movies, travel, etc. then you are 
welcome to join the “Circle of 
Friends”.  We would love to have 
you join us.  
Call Ginny at 530-432-1175  or 

D o l o r e s  a t  5 3 0 - 2 6 3 - 6 5 3 7  o r  e m a i l 
escott_place@sbcglobal.net, or just come to our 
next meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And all of their families 
PleaseÊcontactÊtheÊofficeÊforÊaddi onsÊtoÊtheÊlist.ÊÊRequestsÊwillÊbeÊincludedÊforÊ8ÊweeksÊ

automa cally,ÊbutÊforÊanÊextension,ÊjustÊletÊusÊknow. 

Baltazar Andrade 
Nancy Baldwin 

Tom Baldwin 
Trish Biasatti 

Jackie Branson 
Bonnie Burke 

Mike & Barb Carr 
Mike Casey 

David Cerrona 
Daria Cividino 

Larry Clony  
Linda Colombo 

Brian Deily 
Wendy Detweiler 
Delaynee Dunbar 
Gino Del Chairo 
Kathy Gutierrez  
Viriginia Hedges 
Liz Hegenbach 

 
Sharon Henry 

Marcelino Hernandez 
Christopher Hutchinson 

Pat Hutchinson 
Carol Kraemer 
Veronica Jones 

Anita Lesch 
Annie McDaniel 
Susan Merport 
Janice O'Brien 
John Peregoy 
Cheryl Riopel 
Frank Santos 
Sue Schrag 

Doloris Vasquez 
Mary Zink 

 

 
Saturday, December 10th 

at St. Canice Center 
Doors open at 5:30 PM 

$70 per person or $600 per table. 
Contact MSM to purchase tickets. 

. 

 
ADVENT REFLECTION BOOKS 

This year’s books now are available 
in the vestibule of the church. These 
books are provided free for you to 
use as you journey through Advent. 
We hope you will find them to be a 
fruitful tool of study, reflection, and 
growth.  

FEAST OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

 Masses on December 8th will be held 
in the hall at 8:30, 12:15, & 6:30. 

Mass at St. Canice will be at 7:30 AM 
and 5:30 PM 

SPONSOR A FAIMLY 
As the Holidays near, our goal is to provide each 
client with a special meal.  We can only achieve 
this through the generosity of the community.  You 
can make the Holiday meal happen by monetary 
donations, food donations, and/or volunteer-
ing.  Check out our Sponsor A Family Holiday Food 
Drive on our website  interfaithfoodministry.org or 
just stop by.   Help spread the word that we are 
here for those with food challenges. 
Linda Grube:  lindaluwho_grube@hotmail.com 530-
913-5098 

WE'RE ON THE MOVE 
Starting on December 2nd, 
Masses will be in the hall until 
the restoration of our church 
is complete.  We plan to be 
back in the church by Easter 
Sunday. 

COMMUNITY MEAL 
SCHEDULE CHANGE 

We will not host Community Meal 
during November or December 
but please join us for our next meal 
on January 23rd. 

FLAME OF LOVE    

 The Flame of Love is a grow-
ing apostolate in the church 
that facilitates prayer for the 
church and the world while 
understanding God's love 
coming from the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary.  A prayer cen-
acle has formed in our parish 
and meets after the 8:30 AM 
Mass on Thursdays in the 
church from 9:10-10:30.  All 

are welcome.  For more information see the FOL 
website: www.flameoflove.us or call 530-559-7488. 



DEACON’S CORNER 

 

Happy New Year! This Sunday is the first Sunday of our Liturgical year and I hope each of you had a grace
-filled Thanksgiving. I want to share these 2 stories with you. This first story, by Fr. Jerry Fuller, may help us 
understand what Advent is helping us prepare for. The second story, told by Deacon Galvin, may help us 
experience the urgency of Jesus’ words from today’s gospel and how we should live our lives.  

There is a story about a wealthy man who found great joy in collecting fine art. This man had a son. The 
son also grew to enjoy great art, and father and son spent many years collecting famous paintings for 
their mansion. When war broke out in their country, the son enlisted. A few weeks before Christmas, the 
young man was reported missing in action. The old man was filled with anxiety as he waited to hear of his 
son's fate. Only days before Christmas, the news arrived that the art collector's son was dead. His son had 
died a hero. He had been trying to help a fallen comrade when he had been shot. The old man didn't 
think he would survive his grief. He had loved his son more than life itself. He couldn't celebrate Christmas. 
He barely felt alive. But a knock on the door roused him from his grief. A young soldier in the doorway in-
troduced himself as the one whose life had been saved by the old man's son. He had come to express his 
appreciation and to give the father a gift. The soldier explained that he was an artist, and he had paint-
ed a picture of the man's son. The father was amazed by the life-like quality of the painting. He hung it on 
the mantel of his study. Seeing it there brought him great comfort. It became his most prized work of art. A 
year later the father died. Art collectors around the world were excited because his collection would be 
up for sale. The day of the auction, people crowded into the mansion, eagerly waiting the chance to bid. 
A sigh of disappointment escaped the crowd when they realized that, per the old man's will, the picture 
of his son would be the first piece to be auctioned. The collectors called out impatiently that they had 
come to bid on the real art, not some sentimental piece. No one would make a bid. Finally, a friend of 
the family bid ten dollars for the painting. He had been fond of the son, and he knew how much that 
piece meant to the father. When his bid was accepted, all the other collectors cheered. Finally, they 
would get to bid for the important stuff. But the auctioneer put away his gavel and announced the bid-
ding closed. The collectors were furious. Was he crazy? All they'd sold was a worthless picture of the old 
man's son. What about the rest of the art? The auctioneer pulled out a draft of the old man's will and said, 
"It's very simple. According to the will of the father, whoever takes the son, gets it all." God says the same 
thing to us. If we are willing to seek His Son in the ordinariness of our lives and accept Him into our hearts 
and live the message of his Son then, we will receive everything: Our Father’s Love. That is who we wait for 
this Advent season.  

The 2nd story occurs in 1996, during a week of training in Washington, D.C. for my job. While there, I hap-
pened to strike up a conversation with a woman from Oklahoma. I asked her if she was one of the new 
employees who had come to staff the Oklahoma City office after the bombing of the Federal Building 
there. She said that she wasn't new to the office, but had in fact been one of the survivors. As she dis-
cussed her efforts to deal with the tragedy, she told me of a conversation she had had with the mother of 
her best friend who was killed in the blast. The woman's daughter had gone to work early that morning 
but was just preparing to leave to pick up her mom for a doctor's appointment later that morning. The 
mom said that her daughter had called her just before 9 AM to let her know that she was getting ready to 
leave the office to pick her up. Before hanging up the phone, the daughter said, "I love you, mom". Be-
fore the mother could hang up the phone, she heard the blast through the phone and then the line went 
dead. Those were the last words her daughter ever spoke to her. 

The daughter had no idea on the morning of the bombing that those few hours would be her last on 
earth. Yet she left a lasting memory with her mother because she was able to verbalize her love. Could 
Our Lord be telling all of us that we need to live each day as if it were our last? Don't put off until tomor-
row what should be done today because we have no promise that tomorrow will ever come for us or for 
those we love. During this time of anticipation for the Infant Jesus, we can give the gift of ourselves to 
someone who needs our presence or help. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!.... May peace be within your walls,  
prosperity in your buildings.  

So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect,  
the Son of Man will come.”  



 

REALTOR* Licensed Since 1994 
License #01185922 
 
(530) 277-6149  Cell/Text 
ermajewett@gmail.com 
 

Erma Jewett 

12461 La Barr Meadows 
lou@freschiconstruction.com 
www.freschiconstruction.com  

Neva Monigatti– Lake, M.D. 
Byron Lake, M.D.  
Providing Compassionate Family Care 
 
 

 
 
 

300 Sierra College Dr. Ste 170 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

P: 530.273.4376 
F: 530.273.6426 

 

Experts in manual therapy, 
orthopedics, sport, &  

pelvic rehab 
 

bodylogicphysicaltherapy.com 

530-272-7306 

 

 WEISS BROS. NURSERY 
WEISS-BALDONI NURSERIES INC. 

Emil T. Baldoni 
 

 

2032 Nevada City Hwy, GV  
   273-6105 

www.bandcgrassvalley.com 

 

Bird Seed * Feeders * Bird Baths 
Optics *  Nature Gifts 

119 Neal Street, GV        (530) 272-7744 

 

 

NMLS#:231268/PRMI NMLS#:3094  

“Faces you Know, 

People You Trust.” 

LoanÊOfficer 

 

 

MATT QUENTMEYER 
 

P.O. Box 1032 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Phone & Fax 530-273-6347 
sierrafiduciary@live.com 

Mt. St.  
Mary 

ACADEMY   
400 S. Church St. GV 

Grass Valley   Kit Powell, Manager 

1751 E. Main St  272-6671 

Come See What Makes 
MSM A Special Place! 

l TK-8th Grade l Credentialed 
Teachers  l Small class size  l 
On-site garden  l Community 

Service opportunities l  Spanish 
l  Music  l  Art Docent Program  
l Robotics  l Peer Tutoring  l 

After School Care 

Oscar Quintana  partner Office:530.477.1639 
530.615.7425                Fax:530.274.8586 

CA License B/C39 #959609 
SERVING CALIFORNIA SINCE 1967 

 

Linda E. Lyon 
leforeman@yahoo.com 

(530) 274-8644 (h) 
(415) 810-2822 (.c) 

Voice & Piano 
Lessons 

(530) 265-2429 Hooperandweavermortuary.com 
Debbie Olsen, GM FDR#193 

459 Hollow Way, NC 

49erplumbing.com 

SCL 970472 

Please Support our Adver sers! 


