
We, the parish of St. Patrick 
C h u r c h ,  b e i n g  o n e 
community growing in faith 
and proclaiming our belief 
in the message and mission 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
invite all to open their 
hearts, hear His call, and 
become one with the Body 
of Christ.. 

 

Masses 
 

Weekday          Mon - Sat 8:30 AM 
Saturday Vigil         5:00 PM 
Sunday          7:30 AM, 9 AM, 11 AM  
              1:00 PM (Español) 

 

Daily Rosary   7:40 AM 
Divine Mercy  Mon, Tues, Fri after Rosary 
Devotion to Our Lady Wed. after Rosary 
Liturgy of the Hours   Thurs. after Rosary 
 

For anointing, hospital visits and communion 
visits, please call parish office.   

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
January 1,  2023   

The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

235 Chapel Street 
Grass Valley CA 95945 
Phone (530) 273-2347   

Fax (530) 272-9681 
 

Office Hours  
Mon – Fri : 9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

 
www.stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
info@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
facebook.com/stpatrickgv/ 

 
Visit our YouTube Channel 

for weekly live-steams of our 
Sunday 11:00 AM Mass 

Clergy and Staff 
Fr. Alexander Estrella         Pastor        frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Fr. Jossy Vattothu CMI       Parochial Vicar                   frjossy@stpatrickgrassvalley.org       
Richard Soria        Deacon                               faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org  
        Faith Formation #: 273-2336 x3201 
James Chatigny       Deacon (retired)                
Brian Moore        Deacon (retired)               
Edee Wood        Principal, Mt St. Mary’s            info@mtstmarys.org 273-4694 
Deacon Rick Soria             Director of Faith Formation     faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org  
Kathleen Hardin      Business Manager             admin@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Maria Beltran       Receptionist       frontdesk@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Traci Jagger       RCIA              rcia@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Kellen Lake                        Young Adult Coordinator        youngadults@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Fr. Alexander Estrella        Hispanic Ministry            frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Colleen Deneen      Music Director                     colleen_deneen@hotmail.com 
John Evans       Maintenance                     facilities@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 277-2934 
Edgar Lozano             Seminarian                    edgar@Stpatrickgrassvalley.org 

Adoration 
 

 1st Thursday  7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 Tuesday    5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
 Friday        9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
 1st Sunday      2:00 - 7:00 PM 
 3rd Sunday     2:00 - 6:00 PM  

 

Confession 
  Tuesday           7:30 AM-8:15 AM 
  Friday         5:00 PM-6:00 PM 
  Saturday             3:00 PM-4:30 PM   

                           or by appointment 



PASTOR'S PONDERINGS 

Dear Family, 

My birthday coincides with the feast of St. Benedict which was an occasion of great 
celebration at my Benedictine seminary. One of our seminarians thought I was mak-
ing a big deal about my birthday and I explained to him that, “My birthday hap-
pens to be the feast of St. Benedict, hence the celebration.” His greeting to me ev-
er since has been, “Happy feast of St. Benedict which happens to be your birth-
day.” Today’s holiday and holy day is much like that. It is New Year’s Day but it is al-
so the Octave Day of Christmas on which we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God. Because the gospel for this day is the naming of our Lord on the day 
of His circumcision, this day was for many centuries called the Circumcision of our 
Lord. In either case, our Lord and our Lady are intimately connected on this day.  

This feast reminds us that our Lord is indeed fully God and fully man, one of us in all 
things but sin. The grace of this day coinciding with New Year‘s Day is that it reminds 
us of the endless possibilities, not achieved by New Year‘s Resolutions, but by grace 
and striving for holiness. One of the prayers for Christmas says, “O God who wonder-
fully created the dignity of human nature, and still more wonderfully restored it, 
grant, we pray, that we may share in the divinity of Christ who humbled Himself to 
share in our humanity.”  

That prayer, in shorter form, is used during the offertory when the priest or deacon 
adds a drop of water into the chalice. A reminder that our goal is not wealth, not 
success, not honors and accolades but to become more like Christ and to become 
saints.  New Year’s Day offers us the opportunity to  strive to become better; our 
faith and the grace of God enables us to achieve the fullness of our human nature 
and dignity. The overlap of New Year’s Day with the Octave day of Christmas, the 
feast of Mary, Mother of God, reminds us of this.  

This overlap also gives us a chance to intentionally integrate what we celebrate in 
church with what we do and celebrate in the world. The Church’s calendar was 
once the calendar of society, but even today, our daily lives, and our commitment 
to the faith can still harmonize them.  This is also a very effective and easy way of 
sharing the joy and beauty of our faith. The many traditions of our faith unite the 
great truths of what we believe into the everyday, and this in turns helps us feel 
God’s closeness.  

Whether you have made a resolution or not (I haven’t, I gave up on those years 
ago), I pray that this new year is full of grace, peace, joy and the abundance of our 
good God’s blessings. From all of us in the rectory, a very happy, holy New Year to 
you all.  

Your Father in Christ 

Father Estrella 



KOC CRAB FEED 
Saturday February 11th 

6:00 PM 
$70 per Person.   

Pick-up Tickets at Freschi Construction 
or call (530) 272-2051 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
The blessing included in the First Reading from 
the Book of Numbers is one with which most of us 
are familiar. “The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord let His face shine upon you, and be gra-
cious to you…” In the Jewish culture this has 
been known for centuries as the Aaronic blessing 
as it was dictated by God Himself to Aaron. It is 
important to note that it begins with “The Lord 
bless you.” 

All blessings come from God. One error we make 
is to conclude that blessings always mean happi-
ness or security or prosperity. God knows what 
blessings we need, even if we do not. The key for 
us is to be grateful for whatever blessings God 
sends our way, even if we don’t understand His 
Will. 

 To be “kept” by the Lord is to turn our lives over 
to Him, to know that He is with us and that He 
loves us, blesses us, and does indeed “keep” us 
ever in His care. The truth is that to be blessed by 
God is one of the greatest gifts we can receive. It 
is available to all of us without exception.  

CULTURE OF LIFE 
THANK YOU CARD CAMPAIGN 

St. John Paul II in 1995 reminded us 
that, “All together, we must build a 
new culture of Life.”  The Culture of 
Life Ministry would like to start off the 
new year with gratitude for those 

who do just that – build a culture of life.  There are 
many professions, organizations and individuals in 
our families and community who work tirelessly to 
uphold life and the dignity of others in every stage 
of life.    

We would like as a parish to show our gratitude by 
way of a handwritten Thank You card.  But rather 
than trying to compile a list of worthy individuals or 
groups we would like you to join us in a note writing 
campaign by thinking of and then writing a note to 
someone in your life or neighborhood who should 
be thanked for their compassionate work.  The Cul-
ture of Life Ministry will provide stamped, blank 
Thank You cards after Masses on January 14 and 
15.   

Who could we thank?  Here are just a few ideas: 
A caregiver in your family 

Volunteers at Interfaith Food Ministry and Hospitality House 
Special Education Teachers 
Labor and Delivery Nurses 

Emergency Medical Technicians 
Foster and Adoptive Parents 

Home Care Nurses 
Firefighters and Police 

Hospice workers 
Funeral directors 

And many more……. 

Your generosity is greatly  
appreciated!  

December 25th : 
coming soon! 

CLRS 
Thursday January 5th 
after Mass in the large 

hall 



Day   Saint/Feast Readings Gospel   Intention 

Mon 1/2 Saint Basil the Great 1 Jn 2:22-28 Jn 1:19-28 8:30 Dennis Lolli (si) 

Tues 1/3 Most Holy Name of Jesus 1 JN 2:29–3:6 Jn 1:29-34 8:30 William Abney (d) 

Wed 1/4 St Elizabeth Ann Seton 1 Jn 3:7-10 Jn 1:35-42 8:30 William Abney (d) 

Thur 1/5 Saint John Neumann 1 Jn 3:11-21 Jn 1:43-51 8:30 CLRS Living & Deceased  

Fri 1/6 Saint André Bessette 1 Jn 5:5-13 M 1:7-11 8:30 AM                
6:30 PM 

Paul Lopez (d)                                                        
William Abney (d) 

Sat 1/7 Saint Raymond of 
Peñafort 

1 Jn 5:14-21 Jn 2:1-11 8:30    
5:00 

TBD                                                    
William Abney (d) 

Sun 1/8 Epiphany of the Lord Is 60:1-6         
Eph 3:2-3, 5-6 

Mt 2:1-12 7:30    
9:00   

11:00 

TBD                                            
Debby Sue Sanchez (d)                              

For the People 

A Prayer for the New Year 
As we begin this New Year, this prayer from Thomas Merton may help us 
ponder how our experiences this year may help us deepen our love and 

trust in Our Lord Jesus Christ. ~ Deacon Rick 

My LORD GOD,                                                                                                                 
I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road 

ahead of me.                                                                                                                 
I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really 

know myself,                                                                                                                 
and the fact that I think I am following your will does not 

mean I am actually doing so.                                                                                                 
But I believe that the desire to please You does in 

 fact please You.                                                                                                             
I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.  

I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. 
And I know that if I do this, You will lead me by the right road 

though I may know nothing about it.  
Therefore, I will trust You always though I may seem lost and 

in the shadow of death.   
I will not fear, for You are ever with me, and You will never 

leave me to face my perils alone.  

COMING UP TH IS  WEEK:  



OFFICE SCHEDULE 
The office will be closed  January 2nd 

&  
office hours from Jan. 3rd through 

Jan. 11 will be 9:00-12:00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And all of their families 

PleaseÊcontactÊtheÊofficeÊforÊaddi onsÊtoÊtheÊlist.ÊÊRequestsÊwillÊbeÊincludedÊforÊ8Ê
weeksÊautoma cally,ÊbutÊforÊanÊextension,ÊjustÊletÊusÊknow. 

Num 6:22-27 
Gal 4:4-7 

The words with which Aaron blesses the Israelites 
are fulfilled in the gospel.  Now that God is incar-
nate, God has a face – a literal one.  It is shining on 
us as God-made-flesh takes in the fullness of the 
human condition and transforms it into something 
greater.  The second reading reminds us that we 
share in Jesus’s status as a child of God; all of us, 
though him, have received the privilege of calling 
God our Father. 
The shepherds work with animals; they know man-
gers.  A contemporary equivalent to this scene 
would be an office worker visiting someone else’s 
office and finding that someone has given birth on 
a desk.  The extraordinary has entered the very 
mundane, the very ordinary.  God has really truly 
entered into this life.  Our life.  And God reminds 
with us, here and now, present in our midst. 

Luke 2:16-21 
“Reflecting…in her heart” 

This gospel is an active one; the shepherds go in 
haste and then turn around to share what they 
have seen.  The story is dynamic, full of praise and 
proclamation of the good news.  Mary, though, 
contrasts with this action.  She is, perhaps, some-
what cocooned in her postpartum experience; 
mothers of newborns often enclose themselves 
with their infants for a while as they focus on 
breastfeeding, diapering and soothing.  Her reac-
tion to the great things she is witnessing is different 
from that of the shepherds.  Rather than has-
tening out to share the news, she keeps these 
things in her heart, reflecting on and pondering all 
that she has seen.  Others are rightfully celebrat-
ing the amazing thing that has happened, and 
she is quietness in the midst of all this.  Both these 
responses are good.  Both are necessary.  All of us 
are called to both at different points in our lifelong 
journeys of encountering Jesus. 

Culture of Life 
Monday January 2nd  

6:00 PM 
Large Hall 

CREATION CARE 
Happy New Year!  Perhaps a resolution 
for this year could be that you try to cut 
down on excess waste – drive less, con-
sume less, use less plastic – challenge 
yourself! It may not be as hard as you 

think! Save the date!  On Sunday, Jan. 22, from 
2:30 – 4:30, we will be showing the 80-minute film 
called “The Letter” in the small hall at St. Pat-
rick’s.  Light refreshments will be served. 

KOC Meeting 
Tuesday January 3rd 

6:00 PM 
Large Hall 

Baltazar Andrade 
Tom Baldwin 
Trish Biasatti 
Bonnie Burke 
Mike Casey 

David Cerrona 
Daria Cividino 

Larry Clony  
Linda Colombo 

Brian Deily 
Gino Del Chairo 

David & Wendy Detweiler 
Delaynee Dunbar 
Kathy Gutierrez  

Marcelino Hernandez 
Christopher Hutchinson 

Pat Hutchinson 
Veronica Jones 

Annette Krulisky 
Anita Lesch 

Gere Lampman 
Annie McDaniel 
John Mercurio 
Susan Merport 
Janice O'Brien 
John Peregoy 
Cheryl Riopel 

Gary Ross 
Frank Santos 
Sue Schrag 

Amber Turner 
Doloris Vasquez 

Mary Zink 

Happy 
New 

Year! 



BOOK CLUB GATHERING 
All are invited to a meeting of the 
Book Club on Monday, Jan. 9th at 
1:30 P.M in the hall. We will be dis-
cussing The Pilgrim’s Story: The Life 
and Spirituality of St. Ignatius Loyola 
by Brendan Comerford, SJ.  In addi-
tion to stimulating conversation, cof-
fee, tea and cookies will be served.    

FIRST FRIDAY MASS 
January 6th 6:30 p.m. 

On First Fridays, our Lord gives us an 
opportunity to console His Sacred 
Heart in a special way by worthily 
receiving communion in reparation 
for sin. Please join us in offering this 
gift to our Lord and Savior.  

HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS 
Thursday, January 5th 7-8 p.m. 

• Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment 
• Scripture Reading and a Reflec-
tion 
• Individual and Communal Prayer 
• Benediction 

If you missed picking up your 
book at Christmas, please pick 
up a copy of "The Wisdom of 
Saints" available in the vesti-
bule of the church. The book is 
filled with a year of daily inspir-
ing quotes. 

Thank You 
Our warm and heartfelt thanks for your gener-
osity and kind remembrances this Christmas!  

It is a blessing to serve this beautiful communi-
ty, and for which, we are very grateful. May 

God grant us all a New Year of abundant 
graces and blessings.  

Fr. Estrella, Fr Jossy, and Edgar.  

~ Cancelled ~ 
We will not have  

Adoration  on Sunday 
 afternoon  Jan. 1st 

COMMUNAL FIRST SATURDAY  

Sat Jan 7th, 7:45 am  
Join us for guided Fatima  

prayers, Rosary, Mass and 15 
minutes of meditation.  



What better way to begin the new year than with a blessing from God. So from Isaiah 2800 years 
ago: This is how you shall bless the Israelites. Say to them: The Lord bless you and keep you! The 
Lord let His face shine upon you and be gracious to you! The Lord look upon you kindly and give 
you peace. How do we prepare ourselves for God’s blessing. Mary shows us an excellent way ` 
she ponders. The New Year is a time for new beginnings, but that change must take root in our 
hearts; and we need to ponder how they are to be reflected in our lives.  At the beginning of a 
New Year, a high school principal decided to post his teachers' New Year's resolutions on the bulletin 
board. As the teachers gathered around the bulletin board, a great commotion started. One of the 
teachers was complaining. "Why weren't my resolutions posted?" She was throwing such a temper tan-
trum that the principal hurried to his office to see if he had overlooked her resolutions. Sure enough, he 
had mislaid them on his desk. As he read her resolutions he was astounded. This teacher's first resolu-
tion was not to let little things upset her in the New Year. Ignatius of Loyola in his seminal work, The Spir-
itual Exercises, constantly urges us to check if consolation is the fruit of our actions. 

To ponder means to weigh carefully, to consider and compare the circumstances or consequences of 
an event, or the importance of the reasons for or against a decision. To do that, we must understand 
what we are seeking. As this story reflects; we sometimes miss the great opportunities of life because 
we get sidetracked. I once heard the tale of a talented and gifted bloodhound in England that start-
ed a hunt by chasing a full-grown male deer. During the chase, a fox crossed his path, so he began 
now to chase the fox. A rabbit crossed his hunting path, so he began to chase the rabbit. After chas-
ing the rabbit for a while, a tiny field mouse crossed his path, and he chased the mouse to the corner 
of a farmer's barn. The bloodhound had begun the hunt chasing a prized male deer for his master and 
wound-up barking at a tiny mouse. St. Paul reminds us what should be the prized male deer in our 
lives: As proof that you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba, 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir, through God. Part 
of my evening prayers is the Examen (of consciousness). Part of that reflection leads me to see 
when in the day did I cry out “Abba, Father” and when did I bark at a tiny mouse. 

Part of pondering is seeing the worth of our actions. When we are young, we develop our de-
fense mechanisms. Usually, these mechanisms involve one of the 7 deadly sins, or fear or deceit. 
When we don’t spend the time in honest reflection and prayerful inner work, they can control us 
and chain us from freely living. If you have ever been to a circus, you’ve no doubt seen the huge 
bull elephants chained to a peg in the ground. Perhaps it has occurred to you that the elephant 
could easily pull the peg out of the ground and escape. However, he does not try. As a baby ele-
phant he was tied to a huge stake that he could not pull out of the round. Weeks of pulling and tug-
ging only wore a trench around the stake, and finally he gave up. Now that he is full-grown, with great 
strength and the physical ability to pull the peg out of the ground, he remembers only the futility of 
past efforts and does not even attempt to escape. He is conditioned to failure. The 7 deadly sins, fear 
and deceit are like those pegs in our life. They chain us from reaching for the heavens. Maybe, a good 
New Year’s resolution for us to consider this year is: with the help of a good confessor or spiritual direc-
tor we can seek to understand the peg we are chained by and see how its power over us is only an 
illusion that grace overcome. 

As we go forth into 2023, may we carry with us the words of Henri Nouwen. “Remember you are 
held safe. You are loved. You are protected. You are in communion with God and those whom 
God has sent you. What is of God will last. It belongs to the eternal life. Choose it, and it will be 
yours.” 

DEACON’S CORNER 
As proof that you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” 

So you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir, through God.  

All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. 
And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. 

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,   
just as it had been told to them. 



 

REALTOR* Licensed Since 1994 
License #01185922 
 
(530) 277-6149  Cell/Text 
ermajewett@gmail.com 
 

Erma Jewett 

12461 La Barr Meadows 
lou@freschiconstruction.com 
www.freschiconstruction.com  

Neva Monigatti– Lake, M.D. 
Byron Lake, M.D.  
Providing Compassionate Family Care 
 
 

 
 
 

300 Sierra College Dr. Ste 170 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

P: 530.273.4376 
F: 530.273.6426 

 

Experts in manual therapy, 
orthopedics, sport, &  

pelvic rehab 
 

bodylogicphysicaltherapy.com 

530-272-7306 

 

 WEISS BROS. NURSERY 
WEISS-BALDONI NURSERIES INC. 

Emil T. Baldoni 
 

 

2032 Nevada City Hwy, GV  
   273-6105 

www.bandcgrassvalley.com 

 

Bird Seed * Feeders * Bird Baths 
Optics *  Nature Gifts 

119 Neal Street, GV        (530) 272-7744 

 

 

NMLS#:231268/PRMI NMLS#:3094  

“Faces you Know, 

People You Trust.” 

LoanÊOfficer 

 

 

MATT QUENTMEYER 
 

P.O. Box 1032 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Phone & Fax 530-273-6347 
sierrafiduciary@live.com 

Grass Valley   Kit Powell, Manager 

1751 E. Main St  272-6671 

Mt. St.  
Mary 

ACADEMY   
400 S. Church St. GV 

Come See What Makes 
MSM A Special Place! 

l TK-8th Grade l Credentialed 
Teachers  l Small class size  l 
On-site garden  l Community 

Service opportunities l  Spanish 
l  Music  l  Art Docent Program  
l Robotics  l Peer Tutoring  l 

After School Care 

Oscar Quintana  partner Office:530.477.1639 
530.615.7425                Fax:530.274.8586 

CA License B/C39 #959609 
SERVING CALIFORNIA SINCE 1967 

 

Linda E. Lyon 
leforeman@yahoo.com 

(530) 274-8644 (h) 
(415) 810-2822 (.c) 

Voice & Piano 
Lessons 

(530) 265-2429 Hooperandweavermortuary.com 
Debbie Olsen, GM FDR#193 

459 Hollow Way, NC 

49erplumbing.com 

SCL 970472 

Please Support our Adver sers! 


