
We, the parish of St. Patrick 
C h u r c h ,  b e i n g  o n e 
community growing in faith 
and proclaiming our belief 
in the message and mission 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
invite all to open their 
hearts, hear His call, and 
become one with the Body 
of Christ.. 

 

Masses 
 

Weekday          Mon - Sat 8:30 AM 
Saturday Vigil         5:00 PM 
Sunday          7:30 AM, 9 AM, 11 AM  
              1:00 PM (Español) 

 

Daily Rosary   7:40 AM 
Divine Mercy  Mon, Tues, Fri after Rosary 
Devotion to Our Lady Wed. after Rosary 
Liturgy of the Hours   Thurs. after Rosary 
 

For anointing, hospital visits and communion 
visits, please call parish office.   

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
January 8,  2023   

The Epiphany of the Lord 

235 Chapel Street 
Grass Valley CA 95945 
Phone (530) 273-2347   

Fax (530) 272-9681 
 

Office Hours  
Mon – Fri : 9:00 AM—2:00 PM 

 
www.stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
info@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
facebook.com/stpatrickgv/ 

 
Visit our YouTube Channel 

for weekly live-steams of our 
Sunday 11:00 AM Mass 

Clergy and Staff 
Fr. Alexander Estrella         Pastor        frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Fr. Jossy Vattothu CMI       Parochial Vicar                   frjossy@stpatrickgrassvalley.org       
Richard Soria        Deacon                               faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org  
        Faith Formation #: 273-2336 x3201 
James Chatigny       Deacon (retired)                
Brian Moore        Deacon (retired)               
Edee Wood        Principal, Mt St. Mary’s            info@mtstmarys.org 273-4694 
Deacon Rick Soria             Director of Faith Formation     faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org  
Kathleen Hardin      Business Manager             admin@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Maria Beltran       Receptionist       frontdesk@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Traci Jagger       RCIA              rcia@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Kellen Lake                        Young Adult Coordinator        youngadults@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 
Fr. Alexander Estrella        Hispanic Ministry            frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org     
Colleen Deneen      Music Director                     colleen_deneen@hotmail.com 
John Evans       Maintenance                     facilities@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 277-2934 
Edgar Lozano             Seminarian                    edgar@Stpatrickgrassvalley.org 

Adoration 
 

 1st Thursday  7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 Tuesday    5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
 Friday        9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
 1st Sunday      2:00 - 7:00 PM 
 3rd Sunday     2:00 - 6:00 PM  

 

Confession 
  Tuesday           7:30 AM-8:15 AM 
  Friday         5:00 PM-6:00 PM 
  Saturday             3:00 PM-4:30 PM   

                           or by appointment 



PASTOR'S PONDERINGS 

Please enjoy these ponderings from January 9, 2022 

Dear Family,  

As many know, Fr. Borlang spent Christmas with us here in Grass Valley and was a great 
help in both parishes during this busy season of Christmas. He’s also a great cook, was a loy-
al friend and brother during the days we were without power and he is an avid reader. I al-
ways enjoy that aspect of his visit because it reminds me how important continual study is. 
As we discussed what we were reading, I recommended a book to him, Wellspring of Wor-
ship , a book I need to revisit since it has been a decade since I read it. This book was part 
of our foundation of theological study in the seminary.  

I often wonder how the difference between the Mass and other rituals of the Church, and 
even non-Catholic services are understood. The Sacred Liturgy, the 7 Sacraments and the 
Liturgy of the Hours, comprise Divine worship. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the central 
act of worship and satellite that the other Sacraments and the Liturgy of the Hours revolve 
around. These acts of worship flow out of and return to the Holy Mass. 

 What makes the Sacred Liturgy stand apart from all other acts of devotion is that through 
the ministry of the ordained, especially bishops and priests through the celebration of the 
Mass, Christ’s own prayer is extended into time and space and throughout history. By virtue 
of our Baptism, we are not only united into this prayer but inserted into His act of Redemp-
tion and His very life through sanctifying grace. In the celebration of the Sacraments our 
prayers are united to the prayer of Christ, the very Sacrifice of Christ and presented to the 
Father! In turn, we are given a share in the fruits of His relationship with God. 

 These fruits are generously given to all who participate in the public worship of the Church 
and in a particular way. A priest offers Mass first to glorify God, for the whole Catholic 
Church and for the particular person for whom the Mass is offered. What a wondrous thing! 
In offering the Mass for an intention that prayer is offered to God the Father in union with 
the prayer of His Son! 

 Our own personal prayer, devotions, and spiritual gatherings flow out of the great cosmic 
prayer of Christ in the Holy Mass and are meant to flow back into the Sacraments. These 
other forms of prayer aren’t divine worship but praise, the praise of hearts and souls offered 
to God for what He has done for us, in us and through us. Praise acceptable to God be-
cause of our divine adoption as His very sons and daughters. The union of worship and 
praise create the pattern which is our personal relationship with God. A relationship made 
possible because of our Baptism. 

Tomorrow we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, where He sanctifies the waters 
of Baptism, today we hear the voice of the Father call us His beloved sons and daughters. 
Let us respond with hearts made pure and holy through the Sacraments. Let us extend this 
great gift into the world among us.  

Your Father in Christ,  

Father Estrella  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
And all of their families 

Please contact the office for addi ons to the list.  Requests will be included for 8 
weeks automa cally, but for an extension, just let us know. 

Isa 60:1-6 
Eph 3:2-3,5-6 

The gospel has a clear fulfillment of the first read-
ing’s prophecy; the magi from faraway lands are 
following light to Jerusalem.  But there is a dark 
turn; Herod’s wicked jealousy makes Jerusalem an 
unsafe place even for the newborn king, and the 
magi must move on to Bethlehem as their ultimate 
destination.  Isaiah’s prophecy has yet to be 
achieved in its fullness.  Even still, the magi rejoice 
at what the star reveals to them; even if the story is 
not yet complete, this is a moment of God’s word 
being fulfilled. 
The magi found signs of God’s saving work in the 
study of astronomy, an interest and talent that was 
itself a gift from god.  God endows us with an 
astonishing variety of passions and gifts, and all of 
these can reveal God to the world in different 
ways.  The fact that our interest vary is precisely 
why we are given each other; we each reveal a 
different facet of God’s infinite goodness and 
beauty. 

Matt 1:1-12 
The magi see a new star 
and are the very few who 
see and correctly interpret 
its meaning.  They saw the 
star because they were 
paying attention; they 
were scholars who studied 
the stars.  When they start-
ed their study, the magi 
could not have imagined 
themselves bearing witness 
to such a hugely unique event.  Only once in histo-
ry will this happen.  The birth of Jesus changes the 
universe in ways far more significant than the ap-
pearance of a new celestial body.  For the magi, a 
lifetime of cultivating knowledge and attentiveness 
culminated in this exceptional moment.  They were 
called to come pay homage to a newborn king.  
For us, too, our interests and skills can become 
places of encounter with God who made all things 
and who gave us the talents we have. 

If you missed picking up your 
book at Christmas, please 
pick up a copy of "The Wis-
dom of Saints" available in 
the vestibule of the church. 
The book is filled with a year 
of daily inspiring quotes. 

Baltazar Andrade 
Tom Baldwin 
Trish Biasatti 
Bonnie Burke 
Mike Casey 

David Cerrona 
Daria Cividino 

Larry Clony  
Linda Colombo 

Brian Deily 
Gino Del Chairo 

David & Wendy Detweiler 
Kathy Gutierrez  

Marcelino Hernandez 
Christopher Hutchinson 

Pat Hutchinson 

Veronica Jones 
Annette Krulisky 

Anita Lesch 
Gere Lampman 
Annie McDaniel 
John Mercurio 
Susan Merport 
Janice O'Brien 
John Peregoy 
Cheryl Riopel 

Gary Ross 
Frank Santos 
Sue Schrag 

Amber Turner 
Doloris Vasquez 

Mary Zink 

Family Fellowship 
 Sunday Jan 15th  

4:00—6:00 
St Cecilia 

Can’t find your 
checkbook or en-
velope Sunday 
morning?  Join the 
parishioners who 
are using Faith Di-
rect for automated 
giving to St. Patrick 

Parish.  It is secure, convenient and Faith Direct will 
provide you an offertory card to place in the bas-
ket during the collections.  There is no cost to you, 
and the program provides a great benefit to our 
parish.  Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/
CA1104.   

Your generosity is greatly  
appreciated!  Dec 25th & 

January 1 coming soon 
December egiving $17,724 



BOOK CLUB GATHERING 
All are invited to a meeting of the Book 
Club on Monday, Jan. 9th at 1:30 P.M in 
the hall. We will be discussing The Pil-
grim’s Story: The Life and Spirituality of St. 
Ignatius Loyola by Brendan Comerford, 

SJ.  In addition to stimulating conversation, cof-
fee, tea and cookies will be served.    

CREATION CARE 
When visiting your favorite coffee 
shop, bring along your own travel 
mug to cut down on paper waste. 
Use a reusable spoon to stir your cof-
fee - each year an estimated 138 

billion straws and stirrers are thrown away in the 
U.S. Please join us on Sunday, Jan. 22, from 2:30 – 
4:30 in the small hall.  We will be showing the “The 
Letter;” a film about Pope Francis, and his quest 
to help us care for creation. Light refreshments will 
be served.  

STEWARDSHIP 

Today we observe the great feast of The Epipha-
ny of the Lord. The word “epiphany” comes from 
Greek and means manifestation or appearance. 
The stewardship way of life is one in which we live 
in grateful response to God’s countless manifes-
tations in our lives.  

As good stewards, the magi were watching for 
manifestations of God’s presence in their lives. 
“We have seen the star at its rising,” they say. 
Good stewards are keenly aware of the “star” of 
God’s presence and His gifts in their lives. It is this 
awareness that fills them with gratitude and the 
desire to both worship God and share His gifts 
with others. 

The magi, upon seeing the manifestation of 
God’s presence in their lives, “were overjoyed.” 
Good stewards, who live with the awareness of 
God’s presence and gifts to them, simply can’t 
help but be filled with joy. Not necessarily the 
fleeting and superficial kind of joy the world 
promises through wealth or power, but rather the 
deep, unalterable joy only God can give. 

Finally, the magi were so filled with awe upon 
encountering the newborn Jesus, they prostrated 
themselves before him and “opened their treas-
ures and offered him gifts.”  This is precisely why 
good stewards generously share their material 
gifts — as a loving act of worship to an extrava-
gantly loving God. 

Let us rejoice in God’s manifestations in our lives 
and be watchful for the new ways He is calling us 
to share ourselves and our gifts in gratitude to our 
King in the year ahead. 

Day   Saint/Feast Readings Gospel   Intention 
Mon 1/9 Baptism of the Lord Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Mt 3:13-17 8:30 TBD 
Tues 1/10 Saint Gregory of Nyssa Heb 2:5-12 Mk 1:21-28 8:30 TBD 
Wed 1/11 Blessed William Carter Heb 2:14-18 Mk 1:29-39 8:30 Marie Helm (d) 

Thur 1/12 Saint Marguerite Bour-
geoys 

Heb 3:7-14 Mk 1:40-45 8:30 Sharon Lolli (si) 

Fri 1/13 Saint Hilary of Poitiers He 4:1-5,11 Mk 2:1-12 8:30 TBD 
Sat 1/14 Saint Gregory Nazianzen Heb 4:12-16 Mk 2:1-12 8:30             

5:00 
TBD                                                    
TBD 

Sun 1/15 2nd Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

Is 49:3, 5-6    1 
Cor 1:1-3 

Jn 1:29-34 7:30    
9:00   

11:00 

TBD                                                     
Jack Valentine (d)                          

For the People 





Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order (Article 18): “They should respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, 
which bear the imprint of the Most High, and they should strive to move from the temptation of exploiting cre-
ation to the Franciscan concept of universal kinship”  

Pope John Paul II – Pro-life Message, 1980: “The most profound and serious indication of the moral implications 
underlying the ecological problem is the lack of respect for life evident in many of the patterns of environmen-
tal pollution. Often, the interests of production prevail over concern for the dignity of workers, while economic 
interests take priority over the good of individuals and even entire peoples.”  

Pope Benedict – Message to the Director General of the Food and Agriculture Organization for the Celebra-
tion of World Food Day, October 16, 2006: “The order of creation demands that a priority be given to those 
human activities that do not cause irreversible damage to nature, but which instead are woven into the so-
cial, cultural, and religious fabric of the different communities. In this way, a sober balance is achieved be-
tween consumption and the sustainability of resources.”  

Pope Francis – Message on World Day of Peace, 2019: “What is involved in the creation of “a better world”? 
The expression does not allude naively to abstract notions or unattainable ideals; rather it aims at an authentic 
and integral development, at efforts to provide dignified living conditions for everyone, at finding just respons-
es to the needs of individuals and families, and at ensuring that God’s gift of creation is respected, safeguard-
ed and cultivated”.  



The 3 readings and responsorial psalm for this Sunday, the feast of the Epiphany, are one of only 3 
Sundays where the readings are exactly the same each year. In these readings we are called to live 
a rhythm of life that flows from a sense of blessedness, through relationship of caring and ownership 
to one of giftedness and gratitude. Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany the “12th” day of 
Christmas, the birth of the Christ Child. This little parable by Louis Cassels may begin to open its mean-
ing for us.  

It was Christmas Eve and a man's wife, and children were getting ready to go to mass. He wasn't go-
ing. "I simply can't understand what Christmas is all about, this claim that God became man," he told 
his wife.  It doesn’t make sense. It had been snowing all day and it was beginning to snow harder as 
the man's family left without him. He sat near the fireplace and began to read his book. A few 
minutes later, there was a thudding sound at the kitchen window. When he went to investigate, he 
found a flock of birds out in the yard. They had been caught in the storm, and in a desperate search 
for shelter, were trying to fly through the kitchen window. He was a very kind man so he tried to think 
of something he could do so the birds wouldn't freeze. "The barn!" he thought. He put on his coat and 
boots and tramped through the deepening snow to the barn. He opened the door wide and turned 
on the light. But the birds didn't come in. Food will bring them in he thought. So he hurried back to 
the house for bread crumbs which he sprinkled on the snow to make a trail to the barn. But the birds 
ignored the breadcrumbs and continued to flop around helplessly in the snow. He tried shooing them 
into the barn by walking around waving his arms. They scattered in every direction except into the 
warm, lighted barn. "They find me a strange and terrifying creature," he said to himself, "and I can't 
seem to think of any way to let them know they can trust me." Puzzled and dismayed, he pondered 
this thought, "If only I could be a bird myself for the moment, perhaps I could lead them to safety." If 
only I could be a bird myself . . . Just then the church bells began to ring, pealing the glad tidings of 
Christmas. The man stood silently for a minute, then sank to his knees in the snow. "Now I understand," 
he whispered as he lifted his gaze to the sky. "Now I see why You had to become man." Jesus walked 
this earth to show us how to walk on this earth in a way that will bring us the gift of His Love, His Mercy, 
and Eternal Life.  

St Theresa of Lisieux admitted in her 'Story of a Soul' that Christ was most abundantly present to her 
not 'during my hours of prayer...but rather in the midst of my daily occupations.'"  This is often not 
what we expect to hear. Catholic poet, Kathleen Norris notes, “we want life to have meaning, we 
want fulfillment, healing and even ecstasy, but the human paradox is that we find these things by 
starting right where we are, not where we wish we were. We must look for blessings to come from un-
likely, everyday places--out of Galilee, as it were--and not in spectacular events, such as the coming 
of a comet." This is why St Paul talks of stewardship. Stewardship is the “star” that guides us to the 
Christ Child because we have taken ownership of our faith in how we live our ordinary lives. First, the 
shepherds just tending their sheep and then the Magi just studying the stars were drawn to Jesus and 
were able to share their gifts and proclaimed His kingship to others by their lives.  Henri Nouwen 
shares in the following reflection what gift we all have that is unique to us and how we can offer our 
gift and proclaim the Good News: “As I grow older, I discover more and more that the greatest gift I 
have to offer is my own joy of living, my own inner peace, my own silence and solitude, my own 
sense of well-being…..The great spiritual task facing me is to fully trust that I belong to God, that I can 
be free in the world---free to speak, even when my words are not received; free to act when my ac-
tions are criticized, ridiculed or considered useless; free also to receive love from people and to be 
grateful for ALL the signs of God’s presence in the world. I am convinced that I will truly be able to 
love the world when I fully believe (and accept) that I am loved far beyond its boundaries.” The 
Epiphany calls us to live the words we hear at the end of mass: The mass has ended. Go in peace, 
glorifying the Lord by your life! 

DEACON’S CORNER 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.  

Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace 

They prostrated themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their treasures                                              
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
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MSM A Special Place! 
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