St. Patrick Catholic Church

May 21, 2023
The Ascension of the Lord

235 Chapel Street stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Grass Valley CA 95945
Phone (530) 273-2347 info@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Office Hours
Mon = Fri : 9:00—2:00 PM facebook.com/stpatrickgv/
Masses Adoration
Weekday Mon - Sat 8:30 AM 1st Thursday 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM Tuesday 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM
Sunday 7:30 AM, 9 AM, 11 AM Friday 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
1:00 PM (Espariol) 1st Sunday 2:00 - 7:00 PM
Daily Rosary 7:40 AM 3rd Sunday 2:00 - 6:00 PM
Divine Mercy Mon, Tu, & Fri after Rosary Confession
QevotJon toOurlLady Wed. after Rosary Tuesday 7:30 AM-8:15 AM
Liturgy of the Hours Thurs after Rosary Friday 5:00 PM-6:00 PM
For anointing, hospital visits and Saturday 3:00 PM-4:30 PM
communion visits, please call parish office. or by appointment
Clergy and Staff
Fr. Alexander Estrella Pastor frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Fr. Jossy Vattothu CMI Parochial Vicar friossy@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Richard Soria Deacon Faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Faith Formation #: 273-2336 x3201
James Chatigny Deacon (retired)
Brian Moore Deacon (retired)
Edee Wood Principal, Mt St. Mary’s info@mtstmarys.org 273-4694
Deacon Rick Soria Director of Faith Formation faithformation@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Kathleen Hardin Business Manager admin@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Maria Beltran Receptionist frontdesk@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Traci Jagger RCIA rcia@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Kellen Lake Young Adult Coordinator youngadults@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Fr. Alexander Estrella Hispanic Ministry frestrella@stpatrickgrassvalley.org
Colleen Deneen Music Director colleen_deneen@hotmail.com

John Evans Facilities Manager facilities@stpatrickgrassvalley.org 277-2934



PASTORS PONDERINGS

Dear Family

During these weeks of Easter, most of my weekly columns have explained the meaning of the
symbolism in our church. Next Sunday will be the last column that explains the different symbolism of
our church but there are many details left to finish, the sound system one of the most important. We
are slowly working on improving the sound system. | ask for your continued patience.

One of the things | enjoy the most is how | am able to gaze at the statues of our Blessed Mother and
St. Joseph from the Celebrant’s chair. What | am personally pleased about in the renovation of our
church is how liturgical it is and how the beauty is truly an aid to prayer and contemplation. There
are three features of this alcove that | enjoy very much. The first is the mural of the Holy Spirit, it takes
its inspiration from the Annunciation when the Angel Gabriel tells our Blessed Mother that the Holy
Spirit will come upon her and she will be overshadowed by the power of the Most High. (Luke 1:35).

Just like any family, the Holy Family, faced numerous difficulties and trials but because of their strong
trust in God they overcame them. There are devotions related to both the 7 Sorrows and 7 joys of
our Lady and St. Joseph which help us remember that they suffered great distress and overcame it
because of their faith; that even in these moments they rejoiced in God’s greatness and goodness. It
was not their own grit but their faith; the power of the Most High which enabled them to remain
steadfast in that faith.

The other two features are the Immaculate Heart of Our Lady and the Chaste Heart of St. Joseph.
From a practical point of view, the two hearts connect this space to the devotional area of the
Sacred Heart. These features, however, go beyond the practical. Devotion to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary goes back many centuries but was strongly spread by St. John Eudes. Devotion the Chaste
Heart of St. Joseph is a more recent devotion that began in Brazil in the late 1990s. About five years
ago, | celebrated the wedding of a couple who shared devotion to the “Three Hearts.” The Sacred
Heart of Jesus, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the Chaste Heart of St. Joseph. All three hearts
remind us of how we should love both God and neighbor, equally they remind us of how much God
loves us.

The beauty in a church is not here for its own sake nor to simply please the eye or the heart. It is
meant to raise our mind to Heaven, to draw us into prayer. At St. Canice there are two stained glass
windows of Our Lady that inspire prayer, one of the Our Lady as a young girl and the other as the
Immaculate Conception. | see this front the Celebrants Chair as well, in the back corner there is the
statue of St. Anthony. He had a strong devotion to the Infant Jesus and the Most Blessed Sacrament.
As we understand the role of beauty in the life of the Church, may it help us to draw closer to our
Lord and God and encounter Him more deeply in the Sacred Mysteries we celebrate.

Your Father in Christ

Fr. Estrella

Join us for

ADORATION
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2800= 6:00 PM




COMING UP THIS WEEK

Saint/Feast Readings Gospel Intention
Mon 5/22 Saint Rita of Cascia Acts 19:1-8 Jn 16:29-33 8:30 John Mercurio (si)
Tues 5/23 Saint Gregory VI Acts 20:17-27 Jn 17:1-11 8:30 Frances & Yolanda Reader (d)

Wed 5/24 St Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi Acts 20:28-38 Jn17:11-19 8:30 Nicole Raikowski (d)
Thur 5/25 Saint Bede the Venerable  Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 Jn 17:20-26 8:30 Mark & Margriet Chatigny (si)
Fri . 5/26 Saint Philip Neri Acts 25:13-21 Jn 21:15-19 8:30 James Langdon (d)

Sat 5/27 St Augustine of Canterbury  Acts28:16-20,30-31 Jn 21:20-25 8:30 Merrill, Betty & Ester King (d)
5:00 Rose of Sharon Reader (d)

Sun 5/28 Pentacost Sunday Acts 2:1-11 Jn 20:19-23 7:30 Andy & Dorothy Chervenick (d)
1Cor12:3-7,12-13 9:00 John Archer (d)
11:00 For the People

STEWARDSHIP

Last week, we all experienced a mild earthquake in the region. At
work, several people shouted, “Earthquake, Take cover!” Others,
screamed. Phone alerts spontaneously blared, “Alert”. Initially, we
were all stunned and confused. In a similar way, but intensified, the
11 disciples must have been very confused and stunned watching
Jesus ascend into the clouds above. It must have been an
extraordinary thing to witness.

ELECTRONIC GIVING

Can’t find your checkbook or envelope Sunday morning? Join the parishioners
who are using Faith Direct for automated giving to St. Patrick Parish. It is secure
and convenient. There is no cost to you, and the program provides a great benefit
to our parish. Sign up by visiting faith.direct/CA1104.

RCIA INQUIRY SESSION

Have you been worshipping with us, but never taken the step to become
Catholic? Have you been Catholic all your life, but never celebrated the
sacraments of initiation? Are you from a different faith background, and would
like to learn more about the Catholic faith?

If you, or someone you know answered yes to any of these questions, please join
us for the next session of this year's Inquiry of RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation) on
Saturday, June 17th, from 9-11 AM in the RCIA room at St. Cecelia's Center.
Contact Traci at (530) 575-0176 or rcia@stpatrickgrassvalley.org for any questions.

SUMMER FAITH CAMP

June 19th -23rd
Summer Faith Camp will run from June 19th - 23rd from 9:00 AM -12:30 PM.
Registration: $55.00 per child; T-shirt, CD & snacks included.
Register by June 1st.
Visit our website for registration forms, and if you have any questions, please reach
out to Macy at stpatrickfaithcamp2022@gmail.com



The cost for each pilgrim is $4,100 and we'd be
grateful for your prayers and if you'd like to help
support our pilgrims financially, you may donate by
scanning one of the QR codes or drop off any
amount you wish.

WIDOWS' WISDOM CIRCLE
Friday May 26th 9:00 AM

We invite all widows to join us to share

the experience and wisdom we, as wid-

ows, have been given through our loss
and new calling to greater strength and wis-
dom. We meet in the hall on the 4th Friday of the
month.

HERE TO HELP

Marriage, family, and individual thera-

py is now available to interested parish-

ioners that are in need of these ser-

vices. Counseling sessions will be held
at St. Patrick's and a good-will offering in the
amount of your choosing should be made to St.
Patrick. All information is strictly confidential and all
proceeds will benefit St. Patrick's. For more infor-
mation or to make an appt. contact Sue Schwarz,
licensed marriage & family therapist, @ 530-559-
5462.

Your generosity is
greatly appreciated!
May 6th $7,794

2nd collection next
weekend for Catholic
ommunications

CULTURE OF LIFE

When the government thinks they
can raise children better than the
parents...

Do you remember the story of the Dionne
Quintuplets of Canada who were born in 1934 and
a year later taken as wards of the state by the
Canadian Government to provide the care the
family supposedly could not and protect the
children from possible exploitation? During the
years of custody by the government the children
were guarded in hospital-ike compound, allowed
no contact with parents or other siblings, subjected
to constant medical testing and exploited for
financial gain. During that time the girls were cast
in three movies, appeared in ads endorsing many
products all the while being gawked at by millions
of sightseers in a facility that became known as
Quintland, the biggest tourist attraction in Canada
at the time. After a long legal battle, the parents
regained custody but the reunion was difficult and
heartbreaking. The girls left home at 18 and
severed contact with them. In 1998, after decades
of dealings with psychological trauma and difficult
lives, three surviving sisters sued the government for
exploitation and removing them from their family,
they received an apology and compensation.

Fast forward to 2023, California Assembly Bill
“AB 665 would allow minors as young as 12 to
consent to mental health treatment or place
themselves into an outpatient residential shelter
without parental consent or notification” (Terry
McLaughlin, 2023). You might wonder what child
would seek to take advantage of this law? Critics
who call this bill ’state-sanctioned kidnapping” feel
it will be used to remove trans-identified children
from their home. They suggest school counselors
are being trained to keep secrets from parents and
are taking on an activist role to turn children
against their parents. Social worker Pamala
Garfield-Jeager testified, “Separating children from
parents is one of the most traumatic things you can
do to a child and should only be done as a last
resort.” Adding, “My 20 years of experience with
families and children have taught me that
conducting therapy without any parental input is
not effective.” Yet in California, in the name of
protecting children from parents perceived to be
inept, uninformed or dangerous our children can
be provided abortions, mastectomies, gender
therapy without parent knowledge or consent. If
AB 655 is signed into law, children can be removed
from their families and placed into a residential
shelter by a government who thinks they can raise
children better than their parents.

McLaughlin, Terry. “Did You Know?” The Union.
May 4, 2023.m



CREATION CARE

A Cambridge University

study found that

meatless Fridays in the

United Kingdom resulted
in a reduction of 55,000 tons of carbon annually,
the equivalent of 82,000 fewer people flying
round-trip from London to New York. The study’s
author said that if Catholics in the U.S. adopted
year-around meatless Fridays, the reduction in
emissions could be as much as 20 times greater.
www.civileats.com

Acts 1: 1-11
Eph 1:17-23

The second reading affims the power of
Christ and that the church, his body, continues
his work on earth beyond the ascension. While
the gospel has another moment of Jesus’s
preparing the disciples for his departure, the first
reading contains the actual ascension
narrative. Here, too, he leaves them with a
mission — they are to be his witnesses all through
the world. And here, too, there is a promise to
return. This is still not the end of the story.
Each of us is called to share in the evangelizing
work that Christ entrust to the disciples here. For
layperson, it is not always apparent how we are
making disciples or teaching the faith or
leading others to baptism. But opportunities
abound and every relationship is a chance to
make Christ more present to someone,
baptized or not, who might not know him well.

Matt 28: 16-20

“And behold, | am with you always,
until the end of the age.”

Finally comes the moment for which the last
weeks have prepared us. Jesus is going away,
at least in one sense: the disciples will not have
his bodily presence to which they have
become accustomed. He gives them their
mission for while he is away: to make disciples,
to baptize, to teach all that Jesus has
taught. This will be the ongoing work of the
church, work that continues even today. And
Jesus does not leave the disciples — or us-
alone in this work. Many of our Easter season
readings have prepared us for this
moment. He remains present in the breaking
of the bread; he has promised the Holy Spirit as
guide and companion. He is with us always,
never leavings us alone, even when the life of
faith is a struggle.

BILL'S WHEELS

Bills Wheels helps those in need of

power wheel chairs, manual wheel

chairs, walkers, crutches, etc.

We are open by appointment only on
Tuesday & Wednesday mornings at 425 Dalton.
Please call 273-1550 to set up an appointment.

DONUT SUNDAY
on Sunday May 28th

We will celebrate Memorial Day and
Donut Sunday after all the masses.
Please visit with your fellow
parishioners in the Parish Hall, enjoy

coffee, donuts and juice as we honor

and remember all those who have

given their all for our freedoms and

those who are currently protecting those

freedoms.

COMMUNITY MEAL
Monday May 22nd at 5:00 PM
Join us in St. Patrick Small
wonderful hot nourishi




FLAME OF LOVE
The Flame of Love is a growing apostolate in the church that facilitates prayer for the church
and the world while understanding God's love coming from the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
A prayer cenacle meets after the 8:30 AM Mass on Thursdays in the church from 9:10-10:30.
All are welcome.
For more information see the FOL website: www.flameoflove.us or call 530-559-7488.

PARISH BOOK CLUB - Monday, July 24, 2023

All Parishioners are invited to a meeting of the St. Patrick and St. Canice Book Club on
Monday, July 24, 2023 at 1:30 P. M. in the Angel’s Nest. The Angel’s Nest is located at the
back of St. Patrick’s Church and can be reached by walking along the outside right wall of
the church. We will be discussing Rome Sweet Home: Our Journey to Catholicism, by
Kimberly and Scott Hahn. The discussion, which will last about an hour and a half, will be led
by Michael Moreland. The book is available at your favorite book store or online. In addition
to stimulating conversation, coffee and cookies will be served.

LIVE STREAM TEAM

We are restarting our attempt to form a live-streaming team! If you are interested in helping
to live-stream our Masses, please (re) contact the office. Training will be provided.

WE PRAY FOR:

Baltazar Andrade, Richard Borlik, Bonnie Burke, Mike Casey, David Cerrona, Pat Chargin, Diane
Damron, David & Wendy Detweiler, Cathie Fideli, Marilyn & Tom Falls, Bob Galletta, Gary &
Linda Grube, Jack Harris, Virgina Hedges, Sharon Henry, Jeff Hill, Joan & Tom Jacobs, Linda
Kilass, Annette Krulisky, Gere Lampman, Dee Lavrador, Sharon Mahar, Wayne McHone, John

Mercurio, Kathleen Montavon, David Mott John Peregoy, Cheryl Riopel, Susan Roberts, Gary
Ross, Chuck Ryan, Pat Rutter, Frank Santos, Sue Schrag, Larry Schmidt, John Schwaebecher,
Dcn Rick & Maureen Soria, Stella Spring, Barbara Stephens, Maddie Testa, Amber Turner, Skip &
Trudy Tyrrell, Henry Vasquez, Margie Wagner and their families.

MSM is

Ist Grade teacher &
Afterschool Supervisor

Email your resume to
ewood@mtstmarys.org or

drop if off at the school. Call
the school at 273-4694 with
any questions




DEACON’S CORNER
Dignum et justum est

May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope that belongs to his call,
what are the riches of glory in his inheritance among the holy ones,... which he worked in Christ, raising him
from the dead and seating him at his right hand in the heavens,

“Let usgive thanksto the Lord, our God. It is Right and Just.”

Itistruly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give You thanks, Lord, Holy
Father, almighty and eternal God

What we believe and who we honor, forms our very reality. In 1964, a pro football great, Jim
Marshall, a defensive end for the Minnesota Vikings, picked up a fumble and began to sprint with all
his strength to the endzone. At the end of that 66-yard sprint, he crossed into the endzone and in
celebration tossed the football into the stands and raised his arms joyfully into the air as he turned to
greet his teammates in celebration of his touchdown. Instead he stood there all alone in the 49er’s
endzone, he had just scored 2 points for them instead of 6 points for his Vikings. Jim Marshall believed
he was running for the winning touchdown but the reality was he scored for the other team. And this
wonderful football player, rather than being in the Hall of Fame, lives with the nick name Wrong Way
Marshall.

| know you are wondering what does this story have to do with the Feast of the Ascension and
the prayers at the beginning of the Preface of our Eucharistic Prayer at Mass. What we believe and
who we honor, forms our reality; and when we believe in what is true and just, we can then live in
reality and create a home and a community that is right and just. In Genesis, the Lord God said: Let us
make: human beings in our image, after our likeness.... God created mankind in his image;.... in the image
of God he created them; male and female: he created them”. Unfortunately, ever since Eve bit that “big
apple” we are a little dyslectic and translate this verse: “Let us make god in our own image, after our
likeness....And mankind created god in his own image.” This | think is especially true in the society we live in
here in California.

The Feast of the Ascension, that gets lost between the great celebration of Easter and Pentecost, is
told by all 4 gospel writers. It is so vital to our faith because it affirms that Jesus was more than just a wise
generous man. In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Luke tells us: When he had said this, as they
were looking on, he was liffed up, and a cloud took him from their sight. The cloud in the Old Testament
is always a symbol of God’s Presence. In Jesus the Christ, we are shown the Image of who we are, who we
are created to be. When we believe in Him and honor Him, we are able to then live in a way that brings
glory to God and joy to our lives.

We live in California, a very secular society, a culture that holds up the gods of pleasure, feelings,
comfort, conformity, relativism and others to worship. Each in their own right are good things but when we
make them the source of how we will live that day, we choose a false god (an idol). Each day we have a
simple choice to make: what will we believe in and who will we honor by our actions. This is why, at the
very heart of our worship, we are challenged by Father when he says: “It is truly right and just, our duty
and our salvation, always and everywhere to give You thanks, Lord, Holy Father, almighty and eternal
God.” So the questions | continually need to ask myself are: “Am | living as a follower of Jesus in a
secular world or do | live in a secular world and go to church on Sundays? Am | worried about
appearing to be too religious around others?

Scott Hahn, in his book It is Right and Just, writes: “if Jesus Christ is not at the top of the soul’s
hierarchy of goods, something or someone else will be. What that is, depends on the person: The devil
knows our weaknesses and will present us with the idols that are most compelling to our preferences
and that feel the most like liberation, and therefore that feel the least like they actually are. Christ
conquers our souls through reason and love; His competitors always use coercion and deceit. Christ is
the benevolent King; His competitors are venal dictators. This is what Pope Benedict XVI called the
‘dictatorship of relativism’... And idols are by definition jealous gods, soon demanding more than we
were originally willing to give: more sacrifice of the virtue of religion to achieve more wealth, more
autonomy, more pleasure, more success, more prestige.” Each day we need to make a choice of
what and who we believe is important, what will bring us life, Who truth is. At the end of my days, |
hope | am not known by Our Lord as Wrong Way Rick.

“Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is Right and Just. Dignum et justum est”




49erplumbing.com

(530) 271-1270
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Grass Valley Kit Powell, Manager

49erplumbinganddrain
1751 E. Main St 272-6671

Voice & Piano
Lessons

leforeman@yahoo.co
(530) 274

2032 Nevada City Hwy, GV
273-6105
www.bandcgrassvalley.com

WEISS BROS. NURSERY

Emil T. Baldoni

615 Maltman Dr.
Grass Valley, CA 95945-5102
(530) 273-5814 " * Fax (530) 273-9254

Linda E. Lyon

-8644 (113
(415) 810-2882 ()

Mt. St.

Mary
ACADEMY

400 S. Church St. GV

Oscar Quintana partner Office:530.477.1639
530.615.7425 Fax:530.274.8586

CA License B/C39 #959609

SERVING CALIFORNIA SINCE 1967

Come See What Makes

uintana Brothers and MSM A Special Place!
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Roofing/Building, since 1967
Seamless Rain Gutters
Every type of roof

® TK-8th Grade ® Credentialed
Teachers ® Small class size @
On-site garden ® Community
Service opportunities ®  Spanish
® Music ® Art Docent Program
® Robotics ® Peer Tutoring ®
After School Care

MATT QUENTMEYER

P.O. Box 1032
Grass Valley, CA 95945
Phone & Fax 530-273-6347
sierrafiduciary@live.com

German Quintana
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615-7426 (c
Quintanabros@yahoo.com

We Bring People and Nature Together

Nick & Rebecca Gonnella
530-792-0098

533 E. Main
inside Sammie's Thrift
or 1468 Hwy 49 in Auburn
next to Reliable Auto
Buy Today, Get Today
Save 40-70% vs online

A Reputation Built on Thoughtfulness
St.Ins.Lic#A09997 *LIC FD 411 *CR142
Hooperandweavermortuary.com
Debbie Olsen, GM FDR#193
Kay Lott Baker Owner DR#2228
459 Hollow Way, NC

(530) 265-2429

Bird Seed * Feeders * Bird Baths
Optics * Nature Gifts

119 Neal Street, GV (530) 272-7744

Cell: (530) 913-2591
kwydra@empirehomeloans.com
Office: (530) 274-2801

231 E. Main St. Ste A,

Grass Valley, CA 95945

Kimberly Wydra
Mortgage Specialist

NMLS#:231268/PRMI DRE: 00981565

530-272

Experts in manual therapy,
orthopedics, sport, &

pelvic rehab

-7306

bodylogicphysicaltherapy.com

Guris_Jowett

REALTOR™* Licensed Since 1994
22

License #011859

(530) 277-6149 Cell/Text

ermajewett@g

855 Sutton Way, GV 95945

Each offce i independently

u

Neva Monigatti- Lake, M.D.
Byron Lake, M.D.
ftovidin.g Compassionate a"anu@ Caze

General Contractors since 1986
Family owned and operated
Custom Homes *kRemodeImg *

ecks
Excavating * Hauling * Trenching
Roadwoﬂ<

Septic Repair & Installation
Concrete Slabs * Rock Walls

Swimming Pools * Insurance Work

(530) 212-2031

mail.com 300 Sierra College Dr. Ste 170
Grass Valley, CA 95945

P: 530.273.4376
F:530.273.6426

12461 La Barr Meadows
lou@freschiconstruction.com
www.freschiconstruction.com
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