
Sometimes, it just takes someone who likes to tinker around to 
transform what could be junk into something life-changing. The men

who volunteer with Bill’s Wheels do exactly that. They can take an old, 
broken power chair and turn it into the equipment that gives someone 
back their independence. Greg Peters volunteers his time to work on the 
donated equipment — over the years, he has seen the impact of his work.
       “It changes their lives completely,” Greg says. “We have people who 
call two or three times to thank us. Mobility is such a huge part of quality 
of life.” 
       Bill’s Wheels was started by Bill Dobbins, a veteran of World War 
II. Bill served in the Navy and survived when his ship was sunk in the
attack on Pearl Harbor. Bill moved to Grass Valley and joined the
Knights of Columbus. Over time, his injuries from his time in the Navy
worsened, and he ended up in a wheelchair. Bill started to tinker around
with broken wheelchairs, and word eventually spread — people knew to
look for Bill if they needed a wheelchair.
       In 2002, the Knights took an active role in the growing project. They 
renovated the old house on the church’s campus and moved Bill’s Wheels 
into the building. Bill Dobbins passed away in 2016, but his legacy is 
being carried on by Greg and a small group of men.  
       “We get so much joy out of impacting people's lives in a real positive 
way,” Greg says. “We get a kick out of seeing them happy.” 
       Inside the old house is a vast assortment of wheelchairs, power 
chairs, crutches, and knee scooters. Some are beyond repair and used for 
parts, while others just need a new wheel or battery. 
       “We are overflowing with chairs in various stages of disrepair,” Greg 
says. “But sometimes we get things that are brand new.”
       For some people, their need for equipment is temporary and they 
return it when they are finished using them. For others, their equipment 
will see them through the rest of their lives, giving them the ability to 
leave their house, socialize, and stay involved with the community. It can 
truly change a life. 
       In 2021, Bill’s Wheels distributed 151 pieces of equipment, the 
majority of which were power chairs. While the crew currently has space 
limitations, Greg thinks that if they had more volunteers, they might be 
able to expand their hours. 
       Bill’s Wheels is open on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9 to 11:30 
a.m., but Greg and the others are often there longer, getting equipment
ready for the next person in need. Since batteries are the most common
issue, as well as the most expensive, the cost of the battery is usually
asked as a donation for the chair. However, real financial need will never
prevent someone from getting the equipment they need.
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Je  Wilson works
on refurbishing a chair.

Doug Epperson and Pete Peterson get 
a chair up and running.

If you would like to donate, or to nd out more, stop by the o ce located at 
425 Dalton St. in Grass Valley, or call Bill’s Wheels at 530-273-1550.




