
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord – January 12, 2020 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Roman Catholic Church 

     
 

             Web Site: www.olphsedc.com                                    Email: info@olphsedc.com 

PARISH STAFF 
Very Rev. Michael L. Thompson, SSJ, Pastor 
Deacons: Ira Chase, Thomas Jones, and Timothy Tilghman 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. Bernice Waller  
 
 
 

      Director of Religious Education: Ms. Cynthia Battle             Pastoral Council Chair: Ms. Aletcia Whren 

     Phone: 202-678-4999    Email: cdbattle@yahoo.com                  Phone 202-246-1960   Email: aletciawhren@gmail.com   

      Finance Council Chair: Mrs. Bonita Boulware                                        Ministers of Music: Mr. Rawn Harbor,  
      Phone 301-758-3768    Email: bhboul@aol.com                                        Mr. Dehrric Richburg, Mr. George Stewart, 
              Ms. Debra Tidwell, Ms. Melanie Cobb 

      
 

 

 

Newcomers & Visitors: Welcome to “The Church on the Hill”! 
Thank you for worshipping with us today.  May you be blessed with hope, joy, love and peace while here!  

Should you want to join our parish family please contact a Minister of Hospitality, Priest, 
 or call the Rectory.  Again, Welcome! 

 
 

Josephite Fathers and Brothers 

 

1600 Morris Road, SE     Washington, DC 20020 
Phone: 202-678-4999              Fax 202-610-3189 

Emergency Telephone Number: 409-963-5633 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Schedule  
4:30 pm Saturday Vigil Mass 
8:00 am and 11:00 am Sunday Masses 
7:00 am Weekday Masses followed by Morning Prayer  
 

Confessions 
30 minutes before Mass or by appointment. 
 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help Novena/Communion Service  
Mondays at 7:30 pm  (All are welcome) 
 

Novena to St. Joseph 
Wednesdays after 7:00 am Mass       
 

The Rosary 
Recited at 4:00 pm on Saturday and 7:30 am and 10:30 am  
on Sunday. 
 

BULLETIN ITEMS/INSERTS:  
(ALL MUST BE APPROVED BY THE PASTOR) 
Email to Doris Savoy: dsavoy0642@aol.com  or call 202-610- 

3751 by MONDAY of the week prior to publication. 
 

Notify Doris Savoy of any printed flyers you want in the bulletin.   
They must be received by Thursday morning. 
 

Birthdays/Anniversaries submit two weeks before the 
 1st of the month in which the event falls. 
 

Bereavement Newsletter (published for the first of each month):   
items are due two weeks prior to publication. 

 

Sunday School 
October-June 
 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism: Is celebrated periodically, but not during Lent. For 

information on Parent Information Sessions, contact the rectory 
 for required attendance.  Adults who desire Baptism receive the 
Sacraments of Christian Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation & 
Eucharist) at the Easter Vigil, following a period of participation  
in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. Call 202-678-4999. 
 

Confirmation: Available to our youth, thirteen years of age or 

older, through the religious education process with activities 
involving parents and sponsors.  Adults are prepared through the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. 

 

First Communion:  Preparation through the Sunday School 

Classes. 
 

Funerals: Please contact the priest before confirming any 

arrangements with your funeral home. 
 

Matrimony: Couples thinking about marriage should contact the 

parish priest prior to engagement or at least six months prior to 
the anticipated wedding date.  The church desires to help 
couples prepare a good foundation for a lifelong commitment to 
this sacred marriage vocation. 
 

http://www.olphsedc.com/
mailto:info@olphsedc.com
mailto:cdbattle@yahoo.com
mailto:bhboul@aol.com
mailto:dsavoy0642@aol.com
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    Weekday Mass from 7 to 7:30 AM  

followed by Morning Prayer. 
Mass Intentions are available for the faithful departed and the 
needs of the living. In addition, every weekend one Mass is 
offered for the parishioners of our parish. Call the office to 
request a Mass intention.  An offering of $10 is suggested.  
If you cannot afford the $10, offer what you can. 

Memorials are noted by: † Indicates Deceased     

BD means Birthday    AD means Anniversary of Death 

Saturday (11th) 

4:30 pm †BD Hal A. Lessington, Sr.  

 by daughter Gloria A. Lessington 
Sunday (12th)    

8:00 am †Gary A. Chapman, by Sahon Palmer 

11:00 am For the People of OLPH 

Monday (13th)  
11:00 am Funeral Mass (No 7 am Mass) 
Tuesday (14th)  
7:00 am  
Wednesday (15th)    
7:00 am  
Thursday (16th)    
7:00 am  
Friday (17th)     

7:00 am †AD Rev. Roger Caesar, SSJ 

Saturday (18th) 
4:30 pm BD Charlene Hursey 
Sunday (19th)    
8:00 am St. Joseph’s Ladies’ Auxiliary No.213, KOSJI 
11:00 am For the People of OLPH 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  A FREE WILL OFFERING STILL MEANS 

A FINANCIAL DONATION, even for children. 

January – Lectors   
 

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 19, 2020 

 

1st Reading: Isaiah 49:3,5-6 
Responsorial Psalm 40:2,4,7-10 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3 
Gospel Reading: John 1:29-34 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OLPH History, Mission Statement, Vision 
Statement and Core Values 

 

Matthew 28:18-20:  
The Commissioning of the Disciples 

 

Then Jesus approached and said to them, “All power  
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go, 

therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

 the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always,  

until the end of the age.” 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish has a rich, black 
cultural history.  From its formation in 1920, the Black 

Catholics of Anacostia contributed to its development and 
growth through their sacrifices of time, talent, skills and 
funds to provide a parish plant of their own.  Thus, the 

uniqueness of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish places it 
in a leadership position to interact with other Black and non-

black parishes in utilizing the gifts of Black spirituality 
through music, dance, education, and special action. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: We, the people, of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish, therefore, acknowledge that our 
Pastoral Mission is to proclaim Christ and teach the “Good 
News”, to worship and bear witness in the community, to 
love and serve as Jesus commanded,  
and to preserve and share our rich Black heritage. 
 

VISION STATEMENT: “A Roman Catholic church that is 
actively visible in the Community, shares its spirituality 
through fellowship, and is committed to serving God.” 
 

CORE VALUES 
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS: We will always speak the 
truth, respect the opinions and roles of all parishioners, and 
value each person, always maintaining Christian charity in 
all of our actions. 
 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH: We will seek to increase the 
understanding of our Catholic faith and expand our spiritual 
growth by participating in and supporting charitable and 
spiritual activities, in addition to attending Mass. 
 

STEWARDSHIP: We will become involved in church 
activities and commit our time, talent and treasures. 
 

INCLUSION: We will be open and inviting by extending 
ourselves to all by sharing in our parish life; thereby, 
reaffirming our vision of being actively visible in the 
community. 
 

LEGACY: We will preserve our rich Black cultural history by 
respecting the past, continuing in service and faith in   the 
present, and committing to the future of OLPH. 
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The Week Ahead 
CH: Church     CHG: Church Grounds   REC: Rectory    
1P/3P: First/Third Portable Building        PR: Panorama 
Room   PRF(S)(G): Panorama Room Field (Stage) (Grounds) 
WSG: Washington School for Girls 

Sunday, January 12th:        
The Significance of the Baptism of the Lord: 
In the liturgical calendar, the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord signifies the end of the 
Christmas season. The Baptism of the Lord is 
significant because it marks the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry and confirms his identity as the 
Son of God. 
Regular 8 and 11 am Masses 
Breakfast after 8 am Mass – PR  
9:30 am Sunday School – WSG 
9:30 am Blood Pressure Screening by Health 
Ministry – PR  
9:45 am Social Justice Committee Meeting – WSG    
1:00 pm Perpetual Glory Rehearsal – CH 
Monday, January 13th: 
Funeral Services for Herbert Alonzo Lyles 
10 am Visitation   11 am Mass of Christian Burial 

7:00 pm Liturgy Meeting – Rectory 
7:00 pm Ultreya Cursillo – PR  
Tuesday, January 14th:                                           
10:00 am Bereavement Ministry – PR  
11:30 am OLPH Hilltoppers – PR  
12:30 Panorama Jammers Dance Group – PR  
Wednesday, January 15th: 
6:30 pm Youth Choir Practice – CH  
6:30 pm Media Ministry Committee 
Thursday, January  16th:  
10:30 am LOC Food Pantry – 3P  
Friday, January 17th: 
Saturday, January 18th:  
Begins Week of Prayer for Christian Unity     
8:30 am Voices of Praise Rehearsal – CH 
9:30 am LOC Bi-monthly Meeting – PR  
Sunday, January 19th:        
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Regular 8 and 11 am Masses 
Breakfast after 8 am Mass – PR  
9:30 am Sunday School – WSG 
9:30 am Health Ministry Walkers (exercise) – CHG   
1:00 pm Perpetual Glory Rehearsal – CH 
Women’s Ministry Prep for MLK Breakfast – PR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

ANNUAL WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITY -- JANUARY 18–25, 2020 

Theme: They Showed Us Unusual Kindness 
 

Throughout 2020, join Christians everywhere in 
praying “that they may all be one” joining our  

prayer with that of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Loving God, we ask that You would grant us the 
spirit of wisdom and unity, so that we may be 
one, even as You are one with our Lord Jesus 

Christ – and He with You.  Enable all the 
members of the body of Christ, to live together 
in unity and fellowship with one another, and 

lead us into the paths of peace and 
righteousness—so that we may be well pleasing 

in Your sight.  We ask You to teach us how to 
love one another as Christ loved us and help us 

to show one another the usual kindness that can  
only come from knowing Your Son Jesus.  May 

the Spirit stir up in our hearts a desire to be 
united as one, in the bond of peace and 
fellowship.  This we ask in Jesus’ name.   

Amen. 

*********************** 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Prayer Breakfast at OLPH 

Monday, January 20, 2020, 9 AM 
Sponsored by the Women’s Ministry 

“UNITY” With the Grace of God,  

Our Work Continues 

Keynote Speaker: 

Very Rev. Michael L. Thompson 
Donation: $40.00    Children under 12 $15.00 

Doors open at 8:00 a.m. 
All proceeds will support the OLPH Women’s Ministry 

Scholarship Fund. 
Tickets available from: Angela 301-643-4088, 
Bonita 301-758-3768, Cynthia 202-255-0947, 
Donna 202-251-6610, Lorraine 301-423-7085, 
Tanja 301-526-2170, Tayloria 301-702-0012 
 

 

 

http://donate.nationalshrine.org/site/R?i=QfShHn5weNWvEQUcR8R8bQ
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Friendly Reminders: 
1. We are still focusing on being Missionary 

Disciples, people of love, reaching out to bring 
Jesus to people. 

2. All of us should be mentoring Youth and Young 
Adults to develop a relationship with Jesus and 
His Body. 

3. Seeking to live the Life Death and Resurrection 
of Jesus: 
a. Calls us to Pay Attention to what is going 

on around us. 
b. Calls us to Celebrate it spiritually and 

prepare for our medical power of attorney, 
medical instructions, and the Sacrament of 
the Sick. 

c. Calls us to Celebrate it spiritually and 
prepare for our own death and resurrection.  
Have you planned for your funeral?  Do you 
want to be buried or cremated? 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
January 5, 2020 

Attendance: 300                                   Offertory: $9,111.00  
Operating Expenses:                               $15,000.00 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Flowers for the Altars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At Jesus’ baptism, God affirms his Son’s mission for 
salvation. God announces his pleasure with Jesus and, 
in Matthew’s Gospel, announces to all that, “This is my 

beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17). With this affirmation, 
Jesus is able to resist the temptations described next in 
Matthew’s Gospel and to begin his public ministry. As 
family members, we can support one another in our 
Christian living by affirming the importance of each 

person in our eyes and in God’s. Confident that through 
our Baptism we too were made children of God, we can 
resist temptation and share in Christ’s mission.  Gather 
as a family to read today’s Gospel, Matthew 3:13-17. 

Recall that God’s message about Jesus was meant for 
us, “This is my beloved Son.” It was also an affirmation 

for Jesus about his role in God’s plan.  Place each 
family member’s name on a slip of paper and put the 
names in a bowl. Invite each person in the family to 

choose another family member’s name and to prepare 
a message for that person, affirming their importance in 

God’s eyes and in your family life. Pray together that 
your family will continue to support one another in your 
baptismal promises to be disciples of Jesus and then 
invite each person to read aloud the message they 
prepared. Conclude by praying together the Lord’s 

Prayer. 
 

Quote for the Week 
 

Let us face the New Year with courage and 
confidence, knowing that whatever this year 

brings will be for our good if we surrender our 
lives to God's leading." 

 

SPECIAL NOTE TO ALL REGISTERED 
PARISHIONERS:   Please contact the 
parish office to update your record 
with name changes, address changes, 
new email address or new phone 
numbers or with any additions to the 
family. If you have a family member 
listed as a dependent and they are 
now married or self-sufficient please 
let us know as they need to register 
on their own. 
 
 
 

Christmas Flowers provided by 

donations from the Parishioners  

and contributions from the Parish. 

Interested in the Holy Land Discovery with Father 
Michael Thompson, SSJ – 8 day tour?  A few flyers are 

on the table in the rear of church. 
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Marriage Encounter Weekend:  “…he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and coming upon 
him.”  Encourage the Holy Spirit to enrich your marriage 
by participating in a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
weekend February 28 – March 1, 2020 in College Park, 
MD. Sign up on moments4marriage.org or leave us a 
message at  
301-541-7007. We’ll call you back! Sign up early! 
 

 
                          January 
12th Carol Shackelford      
13th  Delisha Jones         Cecilia (Candy) Westray 
14th  Kerry Dugue’           Charita Proctor 
17th Jerry Gant 
18th Charlene Hursey     Courtney Polite Jackson 
19th  Yvette Cobb 
 21st  Reynaldo Thurston 
 30th  Jackie Johnson 
 31st   Louis Lloyd 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

ENTERING THE HOSPITAL? Parishioners planning    
to enter the hospital are encouraged to receive the 
Sacrament of the Sick prior to admission. Because of 
privacy laws, hospitals no longer notify parishes of a 
parishioner’s stay.  Please notify the Rectory of the 
name of person, hospital and room number, also when 
the person returns home. 
 

Parishioners who are sick or homebound and unable         
to attend Mass on Sunday may request to receive the 
Eucharist.  Even if you are ill for a short period of time  
you are most welcome to receive a home visit. Please  
call the Parish Office to make arrangements. 

REMEMBER AND PRAY FOR OUR 

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS as well as those   
in **HOSPITALS and *NURSING/REHAB Facilities.  

*Sonnie Boulware, *Meredith Roseborough Brock,   
John Brown, Lorraine Brown, *Margaret Edwardina 
Coleman, Shelia Conway, Agnes Dua, *Thomas “Phil” 

Ford, *Cordella Gough, Elease Gravett, Jerome Hall, 
Alfred Harris, *Michael Holley, Ruth Holt, Hilda Kearney, 
*Geraldine Lee, Antoinette Reese, and Kobe Williams.     
 

Requests for Prayers 
There is nothing too great or too small for prayer!! 
 

Carolyn Alston, Dawnielle Battle, Cynthia Battle, 
Michael Battle, Herb Baylor, Alice Bethea, Leora 
Bentley, Vincent Blalock, Carolyn Brown, Hilda Brown, 
Millicent Brown, Jasmine Campbell, Demarquis Carter, 
Terneara Carter, Patricia Chapman, Judy Chase, Margo 
Cooke, Patricia Cooke, Minnie Cooper, Judith Dean, 
Phyllis Delaney, Celina Dixon, George Dugue’, 
Constance Dunnington, Geraldine Edmonds (sister 
Louis Lloyd), Beverly Ford, Alyce (Micky) Foster, Toni 
Gaines, Barbara Glover, Edward Glover, Betty Graham, 
Calestard Gravett, Marjorie Hammitt, Roberta Harrod-
Brooks, Agnes Maxine Hart, John Hawkins, Sr., Roslyn 
Holmes, Dorita Hughes (mother of Teneara Carter), 
Connie Jackson (sister James Jackson), James 
Jackson, Joan Jackson, Sharon Jackson-Taylor, Bettie 
Johnson, Damon Johnson, Janell Johnson, Vincent 
Jordan, Betty Lawson, Dianna Ledbetter, Denise 
Leftwich, Fred Lewis, Charlotte Lewis, Marie Lucas, 
Angela Lyles, Crystal Martin, Katalina Masembwa, 
Vincent Matthews, Justine Middleton, Barbara Minnick, 
Danielle Mitchell, Elizabeth Moeller, Henrietta Moody, 
Yvonne Moody, Gloria A. Moore, Gloria V. Moore, 
Warren Newton, Very Rev. William L. Norvel, SSJ, 
Marcia Marlene Oliver, Nathan Owens, Marilyn Proctor, 
Rose Quander-Neverdon, Audrey Robinson, Willie Mae 
Robinson (grandmother Dyllan Robinson), Shirley 
Samuels, Julia Scott, Bernadette Smith, Charles Smith, 
Dolores (Polly) Smith, Clementine Smith-Easley, Vivian 
Staples, Curtis Stephens, Tyrell Stewart, Donna  
Stewart-Moore, Mark C. Stone, Marianne Thompson, 
Reynaldo Thurston, Rose Thurston, Shirley Toye, Daryl 
Tucker, Dawn Washington, Errin Washington, Martina 
Washington, (daughter of NewVelvet Washington), 
NewVelvet Washington, Thomas Washington, 
Bernadette Waters, Jean Westray, Carolyn Wheeler, 
Francis Wheeler, Earline Wilkinson, Jacob Williams 
(husband of Josephine Williams), Katina Williams-
Thomas.   

URGENT REMINDER: 
When names can be removed from any of 
the sick listings, please contact Doris Savoy 

or notify the Rectory.        
 
 
      
 

 
Michael & Thomasina Woods 52nd on January 14th 

Mitchell & Mary Baylor 16th on January 17th 
Raymond & Roberta Young 10th on January 31st 

 

 
 

 

http://moments4marriage.org/
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SHARE FOOD NETWORK 

JANUARY MENU 

OLPH Contact: Gladys Reid 

202-575-1663 

Orders and Money Due By 

Sunday, January 12th 

And Pick-up By 7:00 AM on 

Saturday, January 25th    
 

Value Pack $22 

Chicken Drums, Ground Turkey, Bacon, Tilapia, plus  
8-10 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables 

Chicken Wings $29 

Smoked, just heat and serve: Ten pounds (two 5 pound 
bags) 

Mega Pork Box $31 

Two 1 ¼ pound Ham Steaks, One 2.5 pounds Cooked 
BBQ Ribs, Two 1.8 pound Pork Loins 

Tempura-Fried Shrimp $23 

Three pounds of oven-able battered Shrimp 

Personal Pizza $21 

A Box of twenty 5” Pepperoni Pizzas 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Holy Family Catholic School 

2200 Callaway Street    
Hillcrest Heights, MD 20748 

Call 301-894-2323 for all inquiries 

Please note that our OLPH Education Fund 
Assessment 5% of our Sunday Collection 
prescribed by the Archdiocese of Washington, 
goes directly to Holy Family School. 
++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 

Annual National March for Life 
January 23-24, 2020 

 

National Prayer Vigil for Life at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
Opening Mass Thursday, January 23rd 5:30-7:30 pm    

and Confessions available 10 am to 5 pm and 8:30 
pm-10:30 pm 
Closing Mass Friday, January 24th at 7:30 am 
 
Join us in worship before this year’s March for Life at 
The Cathedral’s Mass for Life which will feature music 
by Mike Tenney and Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Mario Dorsonville. The Mass will be held at The 
Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle (Rhode Island 
Avenue Northwest) on Friday, January 24th with the 
Rally at 8:40 am – and Mass at 10:00 am 
 
On January 24th at the Capitol One Arena (601 F 
Street, NW), the Youth Rally and Mass for Life 
occurs each year in conjunction with the annual 
National March for Life held on (or near) the 
anniversary of the 1973 Roe v. Wade court decision 
making abortion legal in this country.  The Rally 
strives to encourage the youth participating in the 
national March for Life in their witness as disciples    
of Christ and promoters of the Gospel of Life. It is   
the largest annual archdiocesan event, which in  
many ways has grown to become a national (even 
international) event with pilgrims traveling from as far 
away as the US Virgin Islands and Australia.  Doors 
open at 6:15 am and the Youth Rally begins at 6:45 
am. 
 
The 47th Annual March for Life is scheduled to take 
place on Friday, January 24, 2020, at National Mall 
in Washington, D.C.  The event will begin at 11:00 am 
Eastern Time with musical selections and include a 
rally program featuring several speakers at noon 
before beginning the march to the United States 
Supreme Court building at 1:00 pm. 
 

 

 

In your prayers, remember the soul of 

Meredith Roseborough Brock 

DOD: January 1, 2020 

Funeral Services will be held at 

Oak Grove Baptist Church  

5195 Oak Park Road 

Oak Park, VA 22730 

Sympathy notes may be sent to her son 

Dewitt D. Roseborough 

3407 Gennene Lane 

Fort Washington, MD 20744 

 

https://marchforlife.org/mfl-2020/rally-march-info/
https://marchforlife.org/mfl-2020/rally-march-info/
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History of “The Fight for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day”, by Erin Blakemore 

 
 

On January 15, the entire nation pauses in remembrance of a civil rights hero. At least, that’s the point of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day, a federal holiday that takes place on the third Monday of each January. MLK day was designed to honor the activist 
and minister assassinated in 1968, whose accomplishments have continued to inspire generations of Americans. 
 

But though the holiday now graces the United States’ federal calendar and affects countless offices, schools, businesses,  
and other public and private spaces, it wasn’t always observed. The fight for a holiday in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s honor was 
an epic struggle in and of itself—and it continues to face resistance today in the form of competing holidays to leaders of the 
Confederacy. 
 

King was the first modern private citizen to be honored with a federal holiday, and for many familiar with his non-violent 
leadership of the civil rights movement, it made sense to celebrate him. But for others, the suggestion that King—a black 
minister who was vilified during his life and gunned down when he was just 39 years old—deserved a holiday was nothing 
short of incendiary. 
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. standing with other civil rights leaders on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee,    
a day before he was assassinated at approximately the same place in April, 1968. The first push for a holiday honoring King 
took place just four days after his assassination. John Conyers, then a Democratic Congressman from Michigan, took to the 
floor of Congress to insist on a federal holiday in King’s honor. However, the request fell on deaf ears. 
 

One of the few black people in Congress, Conyers had been an active member of the Civil Rights Movement for years. He 
had visited Selma, Alabama, in support of King and the 1965 Freedom Day, one of several mass voter registration events in 
which large numbers of African-Americans attempted to register to vote despite local defiance and armed intimidation. 
 

When his first bill failed, Conyers was undaunted. “Conyers would persist year after year, Congress after Congress, in 
introducing the same bill again and again, gathering co-sponsors along the way, until his persistence finally paid 
off,” writes historian Don Wolfensberger. 
 

Coretta Scott King, widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., joining congressmen Jim Wright, John Conyers and Robert Garcia in 
Washington, in asking support for legislation designating her late husband’s birthday as a legal holiday.  
He enlisted the help of the Congressional Black Caucus, of which he was a founding member. For 15 years, the CBC 
attempted to break the stalled legislation loose, advocating within their constituent communities and helping Conyers 
introduce his bill year after year. 
 

Every single attempt failed, even after the bill was brought to the floor for debate.  The tide finally turned in the early 1980s.  
By then, the CBC had collected six million signatures in support of a federal holiday in honor of King. Stevie Wonder had 
written a  hit song, “Happy Birthday,” about King, which drove an upswell of public support for the holiday. And in 1983, as 
Civil Rights Movement veterans gathered in Washington to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the March on Washington, 
King’s seminal “I Have a Dream” speech, and the 15th anniversary of his murder, something shook loose. 
 

A march down Pennsylvania Avenue publicly campaigning for Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday to be made a national holiday     
in the US, January 15, 1981. When the legislation once again made it to the floor, it was filibustered by Jesse Helms, the 
Republican Senator from North Carolina. As Helms pressed to introduce FBI smear material on King—whom the agency 
had spent years trying to pinpoint as a Communist and threat to the United States during the height of his influence—into the 
Congressional record, tensions boiled over. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the Senator from New York, brought the materials onto   
the floor, then dropped them to the ground in disgust in a pivotal moment of the debate. 
 

The bill passed with ease the following day (78-22) and President Ronald Reagan immediately signed the legislation. 
But though the first federal holiday was celebrated in 1986, it took years for observance to filter through to every state. 
Several Southern states promptly combined Martin Luther, King, Jr. Day with holidays that uplifted Confederate leader Robert 
E. Lee, who was born on January 19. Arizona initially observed the holiday, then rescinded it, leading to a years-long scuffle 
over whether to celebrate King that ended in multiple public referenda, major boycotts of the state, and a final voter 
registration push that helped propel a final referendum toward success in 1992. 
 

It wasn’t until 2000 that every state in the Union finally observed Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. Today, the holiday is still 
celebrated in conjunction with a celebration of Confederate slaveholders in some states—but after three decades of 
contention and controversy, at least it’s observed. 
 
 

https://www.biography.com/people/martin-luther-king-jr-9365086
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/martin-luther-king-jr
https://www.webcitation.org/5vnLjow8L?url=http://www.wilsoncenter.org/events/docs/King%2520Holiday-essay-drw.pdf
https://congressionalblackcaucus.com/the-history-of-martin-luther-king-day/
https://medium.com/cuepoint/how-stevie-wonder-helped-create-martin-luther-king-day-807451a78664
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/march-on-washington
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2017/11/04/in-the-latest-jfk-files-the-fbis-ugly-analysis-on-martin-luther-king-jr-filled-with-falsehoods/?utm_term=.5c7e180d0397
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/mlk-federal-holiday-declared
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/01/martin-luther-king-jr-day-robert-e-lee-birthday-holiday/
https://www.upi.com/Some-states-boycotted-MLK-Day-at-first/57461358775502/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/us/martin-luther-king-jr-the-confederacy.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/us/martin-luther-king-jr-the-confederacy.html?_r=0
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The gospels agree that Jesus’ public ministry began with his baptism in the Jordan River.  It is this baptism 

which marks the beginning of Jesus’ public life.  But the scriptures not only tell us about Jesus. They shape 

the story of Jesus in such a way that it relates to our own lives.  So, it is appropriate for us to use the story 

of Jesus’ baptism as a way of reflecting upon beginnings in the lives that we live. Especially, as we begin to 
celebrate a New Year, another opportunity to change our lives.  

Life does not stay the same for very long.  Things change.  New beginnings occur.  Some of these we 

welcome. Others we dread.  But one way or the other, new beginnings happen, and we have to adjust to 

them.  There might be a new relationship that comes into our life, or perhaps an old relationship that comes 

to an end.  We might have a new demand in our workplace or a different expectation from an old friend.  

We might recognize a new interest or hobby or hear a call to ministry to work for a change in our Church 

or in society.  We might be faced with a sudden illness that frightens us or a remission of that illness that 

gives us joy.  Changes come and whether they are joyful or fearful, easy or difficult, we have to adjust to 
them, we have to change with them. 

The baptism of Jesus tells us two things about new beginnings in our lives.  The first is that when Jesus 

comes out of the water Matthew says that the heavens were open to him.  This is Matthew’s way of saying 

that what is going on is being guided by heaven.  The ministry of Jesus which begins at the baptism was a 

part of God’s plan.  Therefore, Jesus’ baptism was not simply a turning point in his life.  It was a turning 

point in his life in which God was involved.  You and I need to believe that God is involved when new 

things begin in our life.  Whether we welcome them with joy or with fear, we need to believe that things 

happen not by chance, but that God has a plan and is constantly working to bring that plan into being.  The 

changes that we experience in our life are a part of that divine plan.  Now the fact that God is involved in 

our beginnings does not mean that they will be easy or without pain.  That was certainly not true for Jesus.  

But it does tell us that each time something new begins we are challenged to believe that God is in charge 

and that God is bringing things about for good in our lives. The plan of God is, of course, much bigger than 

anything we can see or fully comprehend. 

So how can we adjust, how can we adapt to beginnings when God’s plan is far from clear?  This brings us 

to the second important characteristic about Jesus’ baptism.  After he comes out of the water, he hears a 

voice that says, “This is my beloved Son. In him I am well pleased.”  The voice tells Jesus that he is 

loved.  At this point of his life he does not yet know all that will unfold during his ministry:  His sermon on 

the mount, His curing of the blind, His passion, and His cross.  But what he does know is that God is with 

him and that God loves him.  When we face new beginnings in our lives, we need to claim our status as 

God’s beloved daughters and sons.  We too, like Jesus, will not completely know all that will unfold out of 
the beginning that we face.  But we need to know that God is with us and that God is for us. 

New beginnings are unfolding constantly in our lives and when they do, we must first proclaim our belief 

that God is involved in them.  Then we must listen for God’s voice and believe it.  The voice that says, 
“You are my beloved child.  Whatever happens from here, you will not have to face alone.” 

 


