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HE SAW THE BEST IN ME! A Gospel Song written by Marvin Sapp expresses the depth of God’s love for us. “He saw the best 
in me, when everyone else around, could only see the worst in me...” The song goes on to say: “He is mine; I am His, it 
does not matter what I did. He only sees me for who I am.” These words give us comfort when we are condemned for who 
we are. We need comfort when we are condemned by others. Others need comfort when we condemn them because of their 
race, gender, nationality, ethnicity, economic status, or past transgressions. Since God sees the best in us, we have the authority 
of God, the Creator, to see the best in all of His creations. 

 
The Book of Deuteronomy portrays Israel as the special chosen people of God. It is composed of four addresses given to Israel 
by Moses. God saw the best in them. Even though Israel out of fear of death refused to have direct contact with God, He 
provided the best for them. Selfishly, Israel preferred for Moses to risk direct contact with God so that their lives would be spared. 
Perhaps this is an example of the worst characteristic of the Chosen People. They were also described as stubborn. Yet, God 
gave them the Promised Land as long as they were obedient to Him. He saw the best in them. He saw Himself in them. Through 
them would come Jesus the Christ, the Savior of the World. Through them He would fulfill the covenants. A covenant is made 
between God and man to ensure harmony with God’s commandments and instructions. Through covenants, humanity is made a 
member of God’s family. To keep Israel in His family and prevent the rise of false prophets, God promised to raise up prophets 
like Moses from their ranks, who would have His authority. While this passage deals with the prophets who would succeed  
Moses, it is understood as a prophecy foretelling the arrival of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. God saw the best in the 
Chosen People. He saw that through them the world would be redeemed by Jesus, “the Holy One of God”. 
 
The Gospel shows us that seeing the best in others comes from the authority of God Himself. It also allows us to be conduits for 
the compassion and love of Jesus Christ. Mark shows Jesus’ abrupt entry into His public ministry. Every Palestinian town of any 
size had a synagogue. It was a sacred place where pious Jews gathered to worship on the Sabbath. Maybe He was invited there 
by the local rabbi to teach, as it was the custom at the time, to invite celebrated teachers to instruct the congregation. It is here 
that Jesus sees the best in those present and preaches perhaps one of His first sermons. Seeing the best in Capernaum, He 
went immediately with His companions to the Synagogue and taught with authority on the Sabbath. Jesus saw the needs of the 
congregation in their best light.   He showed them His best, as He is the Word of God. He did not teach like the local rabbi. He 
taught them as the Messiah, the Son of God, the fulfillment of the law.  We also have the authority of God the Father to see the 
presence of His image in others and invoke their amazement of His presence in them. Jesus saw the best in the man with 
unclean spirits, or demons, who perhaps tried to embarrass Him. Jesus did not want His Messianic Character to be revealed at 
this time in His ministry, but the demons recognized Him and called Him the “Holy One of God”. Note that even the devil knows 
who God is and who bears His image.  
 
Jesus looked past the worst part of the man in the Synagogue and saw that he was made in God’s image and likeness. With the 
same authority that He taught the Scriptures, and with the love and compassion He would show from Calvary.  He commanded 
and expelled the spirits from the man. He did not condemn the man for his demonic possession. He freed him in the presence of 
others (Mk 3:11- 12). The amazement of those present shows what happens when we look past the faults of others and see their 
needs. God is glorified and His kingdom is expanded. He saw the best in the people of Capernaum and in us. That is why we too 
must see the best, the image of God, and in all our brothers and sisters. 
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