
 

 
 
 

 
April 18, 2021      Third Sunday of Easter  
 

We are in the season of Easter, which is seven weeks long. The church gives us this lengthy period of Easter to 
help us reflect on the various dimensions of the meaning of Easter.  Easter has many messages which are vitally 

important to us, the Lord’s followers, today. One of the messages the feast of Easter proclaims is the Lord’s 
faithfulness to us, in spite of our unfaithfulness to him. Because of our various failures and weaknesses, we can 
sometimes find ourselves wondering, by what road we can come to the Lord from whom we have turned away. 
As an Easter people, we are invited to share in the paschal feast of the Risen Lord.  But we can’t stay locked up 
and anxious about what road lies before us.  We must let the Lord guide us on the right path. 

In response to that anxiety, the Lord says to us, ‘it is not you who must come to me; it is I who have chosen to 
come to you’. (John 15:16).  We can find that good news hard to believe at times.  As was the case with the 
disciples in today’s gospel reading, doubts can rise in our hearts.  Having failed to love the Lord in various ways, 
we doubt that he could love us in this all forgiving way.  Yet, this is at the heart of the message of Easter.  Easter 
invites us to open ourselves to the coming of the risen Lord who loves us in our weakness and sinfulness and 

empowers us to go forth renewed. 

According to this morning’s gospel reading, the risen Lord broke through the self-doubt of his disciples in three 

ways.  He firstly showed them his wounds. These weren’t just any old wounds.  They were the wounds of that 
greater love which led Jesus to lay down his life for all. He continues to show us his wounds today, to bring 
home to us the depth of his love for us and the extent of his faithfulness to us. The Lord then opened the 
Scriptures for his disciples to help them to see that what happened to him, including his passion and death, was 
already contained within the Jewish Scriptures.  

The risen Lord continues to speak to us today through the Scriptures. He is present to us in his word, the word 
of the Lord.  Finally, the risen Lord then shared a simple meal with his disciples to convince them that he wanted 

to be in communion with them in spite of their failures. The Lord continues to call us to his table today. It is 
above all at the table of the Eucharist that he enters into communion with us and invites us to enter into 
communion with him. It is in the Eucharist that we can really appreciate that the Lord has chosen to come to us 
in our brokenness and weakness. It is from the Eucharist that he sends us out in the power of his presence to be 
his witnesses in the world. 
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