
 

 
 

 
May 23, 2021        Pentecost Sunday  
 

We appreciate it when people are truthful with us. None of us likes to be deceived. We can be very understanding of 
people who fail in some significant way if they acknowledge it and are open and truthful about it. But if they pretend that 
all is well when it is not, we feel cheated. We can sympathize with weakness, because we know that there but for the 
grace of God go any one of us, but we are irritated by deception and pretense. 

Pentecost is the feast of the Holy Spirit. Today’s gospel reading from John’s gospel refers to the Holy Spirit as the ‘Spirit 
of Truth’ and declares that one of the roles of the Holy Spirit is to lead us to the complete truth. The Holy Spirit leads us 
to Jesus, the truth; the Spirit works in our lives to keep us truthful, as Jesus was truthful. The more open we are to the 
Spirit, the more of a Christian agent we become, the greater harmony there will be between us who proclaim to be and 
who we are. 

That quality of complete integrity does not come to us overnight. Jesus speaks of the Spirit as leading us towards the 
complete truth. We are always on the way towards being fully truthful people. At every step of our life’s journey, we look 
to the Spirit to lead us towards the complete truth, towards a completely truthful lifestyle. When we come to Mass on a 
Sunday, we not only proclaim the gospel; we also proclaim ourselves to be gospel people. We do that knowing that there 
is a gap between the proclamation we make and the daily reality of our lives.  

The gospel we proclaim is a very high ideal, and the Christ we follow is always beyond us to some extent. We will 
always be straining to reach the values of the gospel. In that sense, being a Christian is a strain, what Paul calls, 
straining forward to what lies ahead. Being a Christian involves tension, but it is a healthy tension, one keeps us on our 
toes and gives us something worthwhile to aim for. Yes, we fall short, and we miss the mark, but as Paul reminds us, 
‘the Spirit helps us in our weakness. The Spirit is given to us to empower us to keep journeying towards the truth, 
especially in the times when we are painfully aware of the gap between the person we feel called to be and the person 
we are. 

At the first Pentecost, the Spirit was given to those who were painfully aware of that gap. The disciples had only recently 
deserted the very one they had set out to follow with great enthusiasm in Galilee. Yet, it was to such people that the 
Spirit was given and given repeatedly. It is to such people – people like us - that the Spirit is given today. The Spirit is 
always given to those who are very aware that they have not yet reached the complete truth. All that is asked of us is 
that we recognize our need and implore the coming of the Spirit in our weakness. 

As a people who, with the Spirit’s help, are trying to journey towards the complete truth, we need to be open to truth, 
wherever it is to be found, even when the truth is painful. We all have a long way to go on our journey towards 
embracing what the gospel calls ‘the complete truth’ On this feast of Pentecost we implore the Spirit to come afresh into 
our lives and to lead us closer to the complete truth, closer to the Lord who is the truth, so that his truth may find 
expression in the way we think and speak and relate. 
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