
Letter to the Congregation: Details of Our Reopening 
 

To the Church Family of OLPH, 
 

Well, it has been Sixty-five Sundays since we have been able to gather as a church Family for worship. God 
knows, we did not expect our time of separation and this pandemic to last this long but it has, through the 
Lord’s providential care and grace, we have experienced an extended time of exile from the precious body of 
Christ. And at that same time, we have grown spiritually and learned a new way to worship in our hearts and 
homes. Praise God for his protection and mercy! 
 
As we are coming together this Sunday, June 13th, we wanted to make you aware of what that will look like. 
The liturgy committee and I met to see how best to gather again for worship in these pandemic times. We 
have tried to consider all the variables that are in play in our new normalcy. Following the various guidelines 
regarding the virus and providing an environment conducive for community and sacred worship has not 
been easy to balance. We beg your prayers and patience as we continue to move through the ever-changing 
guidelines and restrictions in this pandemic. Things will be different, but we hope that these necessary 
restrictions will only be temporary. We will continue to evaluate the situation and adjust as needed. 
 
We know that there are numerous opinions about the many issues surrounding our present circumstances. 
The Devil is busy and would love to see the Church destroy itself in division. Let’s seek the peace and unity of 
our church family and the Love of God, let us keep these values close to the heart:  
Here are the details and guidelines for worship services at OLPH 

Two Masses 
 We will be offering two Mass times (4:30pm Saturday and 10:00am Sunday) in order to achieve proper 

social distancing and safety in our sanctuary. We ask that 4:30 pm Saturday be reserved for the elderly 
and those with compromising health issues. 

 We will be providing a video/live stream of our 10:00am service. More instruction will be given before 
this service begins. 

 Mass will be abbreviated (no sign of peace, etc.) and about an hour long. 
 We will not be receiving the precious blood during communion at this time. 
 There will be offering boxes at the front and back of the sanctuary instead of passing a plate. 
 Bulletins will be handed to you by a minister of hospitality, for your convenience. 
 Bathrooms are available and need to be sanitized after each use. We ask that you refrain, if possible, 

as to maintain health safety. 
 Each service will have a limited capacity for the service you will be attending. We are still maintaining a 

three feet apart distance. You may sit together if you reside in the same household. Otherwise, we ask 
that you respect the policy. 

 Please seek to arrive 15 minutes early, after capacity you may be declined entry. 

Entering and Seating 
 When you enter the building, please put on your mask, your temperature will be taken, sanitize your 

hands, then head straight to the sanctuary. One should not be touching or greeting one another. 
Hospitality ministers will be directing you. The parish hall, and school building will be closed for now. 
For your safety and the parishioners, we ask that you please not move around after being seated. 

 We ask that you practice social distancing while on church grounds. No handshakes, hugs, close contact, 
etc. We do not know who has or has not been vaccinated. We kindly ask parents to encourage the 
same with their children. Children will not be permitted to roam through the church building. 

 There will be limited seating in the sanctuary, as we will only be using every second row. 
 Pews marked off, will not be used for Masses. Please do not remove the bands. 
 You are welcomed and encouraged to sit with others with whom you, in fact know, are vaccinated. 

Remember you are on the honor system with God. 
 On the floor, there will be markings to help maintain three feet of separation. 
 Hospitality Ministers will be ready to guide you to your seat and answer any questions. 



Details of Our Opening, (continued) 

Masks 
 Masks are required when in the Church at OLPH. 
 We are going to require masks during Mass to maintain health safety. We realize that this 

could present certain challenges, but it has been reported that it controls the risk of 
spreading the virus. 

 Masks for small children will be at the discretion of their parents. The CDC recommends that 
children under 2yrs of age and under not wear a mask. 

 Please bring your own masks. However, if you forget or do not have one yet, we will have 
them available, along with hand sanitizer, at each entrance and as you approach 
communion. 

Exiting and Cleaning 
 The ushers will dismiss you two rows at a time in the front and back. Please exit quickly. Using the 

side doors as well. 
 The sanctuary and common areas throughout the building will be cleaned immediately 

following the 4:30pm and 10:00am service. 
 We ask that if you fellowship with others that you, please do so outside and maintain 

social distancing. 

Will You Attend? 
 Please exercise wisdom in deciding whether or not you will attend. 
 If you are ill in any way, especially if you are experiencing symptoms such as cough, 

shortness of breath, fever, chills, muscle pain, sore throat or new loss of taste or smell, 
please stay home. 

 If you fit the categories of high risk for this virus (i.e. aged 65 + or immunocompromised) or if you are 
simply not comfortable gathering in a large group at this time, please feel no pressure to return 
and take advantage of the live stream. You may contact the pastor for obligatory instructions. 

 We understand and respect that, as a matter of freedom, during these extraordinary times some 
of us may choose to stay home. 

Please wear your mask when entering and exiting the building. 

Please sit in the open pews. Ensure social distance are between you and those in front of 

you. If singing, please sing with gusto—with your mask on! 

Now we just need you! We’re excited to see you! 
 

We are so looking forward to worshiping together again this Sunday. Let us prepare our hearts, even 
now, for this time of celebration and this opportunity for the Lord to feed our souls in communion, 
prayer, and His word. 

 
Blessings in Christ, 
Very Rev. Michael Thompson, SSJ 
Pastor, OLPH 


