
 
 
 

 

July 11, 2021        Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

There was a time when the word ‘vocation’ applied largely to those who felt a call to the priesthood or 
religious life. Yet, we all have a vocation from God, which is rooted in our baptism. We are each called to be 
the presence of God’s love in the world, to be a follower of God’s Son, Jesus, and a temple of God’s Spirit. 
This shared call to discipleship is one that we each live in a very personal way. How we live out that call will 
be shaped by our personal circumstances in life and our unique identity. The unique vocation that the Lord 
gives each one of us builds on our natural gifts and limitations and considers the circumstances of our day to 
day lives. We each must discern that vocation, or what we today refer as our personal call to discipleship. 
Our call will change as our life situation changes. What the Lord is calling me to do when I am seventy is not 
what he called me to do when I was thirty. What the Lord may be calling me to do now that my health is 
failing somewhat is not what he called me to do when I was strong and healthy. Yet, the Lord continues to 
call us to spread the gospel message in the world, to allow our lives to be shaped by his Holy Spirit. That call 
remains with us until the day we die. Even when we are somewhat slow to respond he still calls.  

Histories suggest that people often did not follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit but instead yielded to a 
spirit of darkness. Yet, God continues to call them, patiently pursuing the great mission of his Son, full of 
people who allow the Holy Spirit and God’s love to shape their lives. Each of us is an essential part to the 
realization of Gods’ plan. To the extent that each one of us try to respond to the Lord’s personal invitation, as 
we should be helping others to respond to their call to discipleship. The Lord’s call is personal to each one of 
us, but it is not a private matter. We are members of God’s people, of Christ’s body. We belong to a universal 
church that depends on each other. In the gospel reading the Lord did not send out the disciples alone, but in 
pairs. They needed each other if they were to live their vocation to its fullest. We too need each other, we 
need the church, if we are to be faithful to the Lord’s very personal call to each of us to be his disciples. 

Our important uniqueness on the journey that God has chosen for us is visible through the life of Christ. God 
never ceases to call us to take that journey, to walk in the way of his son Jesus. Although God has chosen 
this journey for us - ‘before the world was made’, according to the second reading - God also wants us to 
choose this journey for ourselves, and God waits for us to do so. This is not a choice we make once and for 
all. Rather, it is a choice we are constantly remaking throughout our lives as we continue to surrender to 
God’s purpose for us. We keep on setting out on the journey God is calling us to take, as we keep on inviting 
God to have his way in our lives. If we keep on choosing the journey that God has chosen for us in Christ, 
responding to God’s call, this will impact all the many smaller journeys we take in life. It will influence the way 
we treat one another. We will be blessed in ways that are life-giving for ourselves and for our brothers and 
sisters, in ways that help us to become more fully the people God has chosen us to be. We know that the 
Lord does not send us out on the journey he has chosen for us without also providing for us along the way. 
As we try to be faithful to the Lord’s call, we will experience, in the words of today’s Psalm, the Lord’s saving 
help. 
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