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November 6, 2022   Thirty -Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
In this November atmosphere, when the Church prays for our departed brothers and sisters. The Solemnity of All Saints, 
and the Commemoration of All Souls, Sisters and Brothers who have gone before us marked faithfully for the Kingdom of 
Heaven. The Gospel today encourages us to touch on the theme of a resurrection, as a key to understanding an eternal life 
with God and our future in the afterlife.  
 
For Two weekends we have heard about a power and control group called the Pharisees, and last weekend we heard about 
Zacchaeus, the tax collector representing oppressive and controlling governmental officials. Today we hear about another 
powerful and controlling group called the Sadducees. The Sadducees’ chief concern was about money, power, and control, 
not about religion as such. Politics and profit were their big concern. Life after death didn’t matter much to them because 
they really didn’t believe in the immortality of the soul and the soul’s resurrection into everlasting life. 
 
There are lots of Sadducees around today. We know them not only among our politicians, but in our communities as well. 
They are the pushers of illegal substances, fast money schemes, illegal gun sales, and all that’s marketed under; as the 
Janet Jackson song says, the Pleasure Principle. They set the standards of what’s “cool” and what’s “uncool” using social 
media to promote and control. Rappers and artists set the stage in control of fashions and fads, setting the pace, the 
standard, the norm of what’s “hot” and what’s not. I believe, in there inner-circle among themselves they don’t have what it 
takes to make oneself important among their own peers. But maybe they have other motives, like a profit or an egotistical 
motive. 
 
Jesus was a threat to the power of the Sadducees, both the 2,000-year-old variety as well as today’s. Had He left them 
alone they would have gladly left Him alone. But Jesus kept doing and saying things that threatened their power and 
influence over others. His teachings cut into their business interests and their cash flow. With all of this whipping of their 
moneychangers and throwing around of their tables in the temple they considered Jesus to be a dangerous fanatic who   
had to be dealt with. So they set out to make Him look like a fool. 
 
A reason to speak about this, is the question the Sadducees posed to Jesus, who do not believe in resurrection. By asking 
the question of Jesus, they just wanted to ridicule the subject of resurrection and to tempt him to follow their non-beliefs. 
They use the case of a widow who married 7 times different men after their successive deaths. Their question was, whose 
woman she would be after her life, as she married 7 different men? Of course, the case was possible in the Jewish law of 
the Old Testament, but it was not possible in real life; and you can be sure, this situation was made up by the Sadducees, 
just to catch Jesus on his doctrinal error and to have reason to accuse him.  
 
Jesus' answer had to surprise the them because He teaches a totally different understanding of God’s plan against all 
human relationships: “The children of this age marry and remarry; but those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming 
age and to the resurrection of the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. For they can no longer die, for they are like 
angels; and they are the children of God because they are the ones who will rise.” The Sadducees didn’t expect this kind of 
answer this is why Jesus, in addition gave them a biblical argument in favor of the resurrection, which they were would know 
very well: “That the dead will rise even Moses made known in the passage about the bush, when he called out “Lord” the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, and he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are 
alive.”  
 
They were surprised at Jesus answer, he caused them to questioned their own faith and knowledge of the Torah. Our faith 
allows us to be believers in the resurrection even though we have questions about heaven and the afterlife. Jesus explains 
to us as he did to the doubters of his time, that human logic and science cannot be part of the answer. It is in the gift of the 
Holy Spirits mission to enable us to live in faith and await a more glorious life beyond what we can imagine. The last two 
verses of this text is omitted from the gospel we heard today, Go and read the verses and see how Jesus works.  
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