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Today’s Second reading speaks to us about waiting patiently. Waiting is hard enough; doing it patiently is 
much harder.  Waiting presumes an expectation, we must be waiting for something important.  Patience 
requires us to accept that we are not in control, but instead we must rely on others to bring about the 
expected event.  Patience does not necessarily entail resignation, as we may have had a role in preparation.  
But at some point, we cannot do anything more.  We must wait in hope.   

As a priest and family member I have spent many a time at hospitals, in what we know as a place called the 
“waiting room” – an appropriate name, indeed.  You can do nothing but wait, you’re at the mercy of medical 
staff, but I am assured many prayers have been offered there, as well. Finally, after sometimes many hours, 
someone come to give you information or they take you in for your procedure. No matter the situation the 
only way to a resolution, is to wait patiently.  

During Advent, we as followers of Christ are also being called to the waiting room – to the Church – to watch, 
to pray, and to wait in expectation.  We have received spiritual gifts of Hope, Peace, Joy,  and Love, which 
allow us to look with expectation toward God for our redemption, a precious gift we possess, but we know 
has not yet been fully realized on our faith journey. 

How do we embrace this expectation?  We have not been left without witnesses. The words of Sacred 
Scripture, Saints who have lived among us, some of them who taught us our faith and showed us the way.  
As today’s gospel reminds us today through John the Baptist, God sends messengers to prepare the way. 
We also read about the prophets of old who testify to God’s promises.  As Isaiah writes, “Here is your God, 
he comes with vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save you.”  Yes, he comes to save you.  You 
matter to him.  When our Lord Jesus Christ became incarnate and entered this world, people were watching 
and waiting for him and exceedingly glad to see him. Messengers prepared the way, not only for Mary and 
Joseph, but for shepherds, wise men, and many others to follow.  

When Jesus comes again– the theme we have been preaching and contemplating in the weeks during 
Advent -- we are instructed to watch and to be ready.  We must prepare ourselves for his coming or to meet 
him if we should die before he returns.  Contemplation of this reality helps awaken us from our laziness and 
indifference, our ignorance and selfishness, our complacency and dullness.  Many in our world live without 
this expectation, without hope. Some believe but live with dread and fear.  But at each mass, we are verbally 
reminded of the blessed hope of the coming of our savior. Jesus did not come into the world to make 
everything in it perfect. He came to redeem the world, to bring it new life. God is life and through Emmanuel, 
God is with us. John, ask the question, “Should we look for another?    We know very well that the answer is, 
no! Thanks be to God. 
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