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December 18, 2022  Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 
Can you trust someone you do not love? Can you obey someone you do not trust?  We are faced with these decisions  
every day. There are traffic signals; do you trust them to regulate traffic? There are criminal laws that regulate our conduct 
as citizens. Do you trust the laws and the law makers to obey these laws? As Christians we must trust and obey the 
Commandments of God that regulate our conduct as revealed by Jesus, Word of God. The Messiah is coming! Trust and 
obey Him.  
 
This week will conclude the four weeks of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Christ at Christmas. Each week we 
have prepared for the coming of the Messiah, coming with holy moments that invite Him into our hearts, make ourselves 
available to Him, and commit to obey, that is to do what He tells us. During the past weeks of Advent, we are prepared by 
putting on the armor of light, committing to tell the truth, being a joyful witness. Now we realize that the Messiah is coming. 
We must trust and obey Him.  Do you love God enough to trust His commands and follow them? The old hymn “Trust and 
Obey”, by John Stamis, says that the only way we can be happy in Jesus is to trust and obey Him. Living a Christian life, 
even in grim times, requires that we take God at His Word that He will keep His promises. When we act out of our love for 
God, and not out of fear, we begin to trust Him. Our obedience then is based on love and not fear or duress. We must know 
God to love Him. If we realize how faithful God is to us, we will want to be faithful to Him. Faith requires trust in God and 
obedience to His Word. The Messiah is coming. Trust and obey Him. 
 
Obedience is defined as carrying out the will of another person. But obedience challenges us at our core. To carry out the 
instructions of another person forces us to unify our will and being with the person giving the order. Once we obey the order, 
we trust that order and we are in that person’s service. The reality is this: Throughout life we are going to serve somebody! 
As the song says, it may be the devil, it may be the lord, but we are going to serve somebody. For this reason, during this 
Fourth Sunday of Advent we declare, the Messiah is coming! Trust and obey Him.  
 
The story of Joseph in today’s Gospel, is one of trust and obedience. His love of allowed him first to trust in Gods’ Word as 
faith. Trust is fueled by hope. Hope is fueled by faith. Faith makes us obedient. Joseph entered the service of God and 
protected Jesus, the Messiah, and His virgin mother Mary. His example tells us that the Messiah is coming! Trust and obey 
Him. In an otherwise impossible situation.  
 
It was his obedience to God that made his ordeal seem easy. Joseph was righteous, that is, obedient to the Law of Moses. 
He intended to marry Mary in the manner prescribed by Jewish law (Deut. 24:1-4). Mary was betrothed to him. Betrothal was 
the first stage of marriage and could last a long as a year. It could only be terminated by death or divorce. Before Joseph 
could take Mary into his home, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Matthew deliberately asserts the Holy Spirit to 
confirm the concept of the virgin birth. A pregnancy during betrothal could mean infidelity or adultery. It presented an 
impossible situation for a devout Jewish man and required divorce. Scripture calls Joseph a righteous man, that is, careful  
to observe Jewish law. He did not want to shame Mary publicly in divorce or cause her death by allegations of adultery. 
 
In a divine holy moment, the angel told him that God wanted him to do two things: 1. Take Mary into his home. Joseph 
obeyed. He completed the marriage ritual and provided Mary with dignity, security, comfort, and mercy. The virgin birth was 
God’s assurance of a Davidic genealogical line of birth.  2. Name the Child Jesus, because He is to save the people from 
their sins. Joseph obeyed and gave Jesus political and social legitimacy. More importantly, he named the child Jesus, which 
means, “Yahweh is salvation.” His obedience associated Jesus with Yahweh. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with Us, who saves 
us from sin. Joseph’s obedience makes it look easy. Joseph trusted and obeyed God’s command. His example tells us that 
the Messiah is coming. Trust and obey Him.  
                                                                                                                                     Reflection by Dn. Terrell Broussard 

Some reflections inspired by online copyrighted commentaries and homilies  


