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April 3, 2022  Fifth Sunday of Lent  
 
As we look at today’s Gospel, we ask the question. What motivated the Pharisees in that confrontation 
about sin and punishment? They caught a woman in the act of adultery and brought her into the Temple 
area, swamped with people, to shame her as publicly as possible. Then they wanted to carry out the 
death penalty as is the law prescribed in the Torah, namely death by stoning. As usual with the temple 
officials, they wanted to use the occasion to catch Jesus, a Jew, breaking the law in the eyes of his 
followers. “What have you to say?” they demand of him. If his response was simply, “Leave the woman 
along; let her go free,” they could accuse him of condoning adultery. But if he agreed with their sentence, 
he would be seen as lacking in mercy, if he is the proclaimed Son of God. Jesus saw through their 
plotting and made them leave the area in confusion. 

What did Jesus write with his finger on the ground? The Gospel gives us a possible clue. It does not use 
the normal Greek word for “write” (graphein), but a compound word (kata-graphein) which means to draw 
up a condemnation.  You see, they were accusing this woman of an act they had revealed as very bad 
and unacceptable. It is said that Jesus, possibly may have listed on the ground some common sins 
against humanity, gossip, slander, theft, lust, obesity, pride, envy, all to make those gathered to stone her 
think. At any rate, his challenge that the person who was without sin should cast the first stone met with 
no opposition. All of us are guilty of some sin.  If we look closely Jesus did not condemn the woman of 
adultery, neither did he excuse her of what she had done.  Jesus says to her “Don’t sin anymore,” was 
both a pardon and a warning to her. 
 
Like the Pharisees, we may be tempted to imagine a God in our own image and likeness, as a stern, 
disciplinary father, who can be persuaded to forgive only after our humble repentance. This kind of 
religious Christian thinking can be cold and loveless, leaving us wounded. St Paul says in the 2nd 
Reading, trying to relate to God just by strictly keeping the Law is an obsolete kind of religion. Only   
when we let God’s love heal us as seen in Christ, it allows us to embrace and change our heart, can     
we begin to grow. Our attitude and disposition toward others also change. As we read in Matthew 7:5 
“You hypocrite, remove the beam out of your own eye, and then you can remove the splinter out of    
your neighbor’s eye”.  

To learn from today’s gospel message, the worst of the sins presented today, seems to be not adultery, 
but pride. The Pharisees’ proud self-righteousness left them feeling no need to ask God for mercy. Like 
the woman in danger, we need to admit our own sins and pray for mercy rather than condemn our 
brothers and sisters. Even when we fail in our morals, we trust in the mercy and forgiveness of God, who 
extends His hand to the sinner. For even our sins make no difference to God’s enduring love for us. “In 
the midst of it all, my Hope is in God.” 
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