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One of the things I pride myself in is the virtue of patience. And today’s Gospel provides a wonderful connection  
to that virtue. Because in the Gospel we see that God is patient. In the parable the gardener represents God. 
Even though the fig tree is not producing fruit, the gardener does not give up. The gardener patiently provides 
another chance, digging around the root, fertilizing the plant, hoping that next year it will become productive. 
 

God is always patient with us. It is perhaps for that reason that it is so disturbing to us when we experience 
inpatients. What can we say, what can we do to become more patient people? I’m going to offer you one 
comment and one practical suggestion that I have learned. The lesson is this: I believe that impatience is 
connected to love. We are often most impatient with the people we love; with the people we admire or who are 
closest to us. I think we are impatient because we love them and expect better. Because when strangers annoy 
us, we simply walk away. We do not stay and debate or explain, we write them off and move on. But when people 
who are close to us annoy us, we become impatient. Becoming impatient because we want them to be different. 
We want to love them more easily. We want them to make better decisions. When they do not make those 
decisions or act in those ways, we become impatient with them. But this is not a respond of annoyance with them.  
The lake of patient is precisely because we do care, because we do in fact love the people around us. Therefore, 
impatience too, is connected to love.  
 

How then can we be more patient? Here’s my practical suggestion. Stop, listen, and take a step back. When you 
see that you are becoming impatient, stop yourself and look around. I always listen to what is not being said. What 
is the underlying issue? Often, we are so impatient because we want one thing, we want a specific thing to 
happen. Example with our children, “How often have I told you to pick up your socks?”  “Why can’t you take out 
the garbage without me telling you?” “Why is it when we argue, you can never admit that you are wrong and say 
that you are sorry?”   We want something very specific and when the people in our lives do not correspond to our 
wishes, we become impatient.  
 

The Gardener, (God) in today’s parable is trying to avoid having us to fall into this pitfall of impatience. For three 
years the man has been looking for figs on his fig tree, and he has not found any. Trying for a fourth year would 
be crazy. The time is up. He wants to cut the fig tree down. His gardener, however, has a different perspective.  
He believes that the fig tree should stand for another year. He will fertilize it and cultivate its roots (things that I am 
sure that have been tried before) in the hope that it will produce figs in the future. This is how God works in our 
lives. He gives us an opportunity to be better, to do better. The gardener speaks from the perspective of hope. “In 
the midst of it all, our Hope is in God” God will have patience with us on our journey of faith, in our sinfulness and 
our impatience. 
 

So that’s my reflection and my practical suggestion on patience. But here is the better wisdom news. God is 
always patient. Even when we are not, even when we get stuck on specific details and lose it, God is still patient 
with us.  He will never cut us down, burn us up and throw us in the wind. He will pick us up, protect us, nurture us, 
water us, and watch us grow. If we can remember that, if we can remember how patient God is with us, then 
maybe we can find the way to be patient with ourselves and others. 
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