
 
 G 

 
 March 6, 2022  First Sunday of Lent  
 
When we want to give in to any temptation, we will always find reasons, arguments, and logic to support our 

desires. But we need wisdom from God to challenge, question and walk over our temptations. Every year on 

the First Sunday of Lent we read the gospel story of Jesus being tempted by Satan. The message of the 

Gospel is not just about saying “NO” to temptation but about challenging the temptation or the tempter. 

The first temptation was to turn stone into bread. Stones were in plenty around Jesus. If all the stones 

changed to bread, there would be enough food for a lifetime. The problem of poverty in the world is because 

so many people want to stack up and store money and material for a lifetime. It is the feeling of insecurity. 

Jesus spoke of a parable of a man who wanted to pull down his barns and build larger ones, but the Lord 

asked him, ‘You fool, if your life would be demanded of you tonight, whose will all this be?’ Giving in to the 

first kind of temptation is like trying to accumulate for a lifetime when God wants us to live one day at a time. 

Giving in to this temptation will lead us to pillage, plunder, cheat, grab, hoard, and steal from others as much 

as we can. 

The second temptation was that Satan will give all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship him. This 

temptation is all too evident from the growing power struggles we see in the world today, as with Russia and 

even in our own government. We witness an increase in violence and bloodshed; one religion trying to 

dominate another, nations trying to out-do another in economy and weaponry to become world-superpowers; 

cultures, communities and ethnic groups claiming superiority over another. This temptation for power begins 

at the individual level when we forget Jesus” teaching ‘those who wish to be first must be the servant of all’ 

leading us to grasp for power, position, and fame even at the cost and dignity of our brothers and sisters. 

The third temptation was for Jesus to perform a spectacular act of falling from the pinnacle and not getting 

hurt. This temptation reveals itself in certain dangerously advancing technologies where people are trying to 

play God. Traveling to the Heavens for pleasure and profit, but not looking for God. Technology is good if it 

improves the quality of life, but dangerous when the individual wants to become the creator. When we rely 

only on our own strengths and intelligence, we will discount God. All our intelligence put together still cannot 

stop a tsunami, an earthquake, or the raging waters of our floods and hurricanes. Absurdly, it is our 

intelligence itself that has ruptured nature’s course and aggravated natural disasters. 

Therefore, when any temptation faces you, don’t just say “No”, but question it as Jesus did, “You shall not put 

the Lord, your God, to the test.” Compare your temptation to any of his temptations and seek the wisdom of 

God to handle it. When we are able to seek the strength of God in our lives and not rely on our own accord, 

use the wisdom of God and not our own intelligence, pray for counsel with God and not live on bread alone, 

we like Jesus find peace and evil departs from us.  
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