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Many priest, I’ve experienced, as we go through our parish assignments, we sometimes get attached to certain 
places. Moving on from those places can be very difficult. Even though it may be good for us to move on - and 
good for others, lol - we can find all kinds of reasons why we should stay put. If it is true that we can get attached 
to places, it is also true that we can get attached to people. Most of us will form friendships with some people 
during our lives. We generally want those people that we care for to be physically near to us. When it comes to 
their moving on from us, it is often a struggle to let them go, even though we may know in our heart of hearts that 
it is right for them to move on. However, knowing something is right in our head does not necessarily make it any 
easier for the heart. The temptation to try and hold on to those we are close to can be very strong.  
 
Today’s gospel reading is set in the context of Jesus moving on from his disciples. The period of his physical 
presence with them was coming to an end. On this evening before Jesus died; he was in a very real sense    
going away from them. Many of us will know from experience that the death of a loved one is the most difficult 
experience of letting go. The disciples are troubled and afraid as they hear Jesus talking about going away. Jesus 
wanted to reassure them that in moving on from them, they were not going to lose him. Rather he would come 
back to them again in a new way, in and through the Holy Spirit, the Advocate. Jesus was telling his disciples that 
in letting him go they would find him again in a richer way. His departure and the sadness around that would be 
the introduction to his coming back to them through the Holy Spirit with the gifts of joy and peace. In moving on 
from them, Jesus’ relationship with his disciples would change but it would not end. The events of the following 
day, his death, would not break his communion with them or theirs with him; it would in fact deepen that 
communion.   
 
The promise that Jesus makes to his disciples is made to all of us. He declares that he and his Father will        
both come to us and make their home with us. Jesus speaks in today’s gospel reading as one who wants to 
remain forever in communion with all his followers. Today’s gospel reading suggests a way that the Lord builds 
communion with us. At the beginning of that reading, Jesus declares that if we keep his word, he and the Father 
will come to us. The Lord comes to us in and through his word. Whenever we listen prayerfully to the Lord’s word, 
as it comes to us in the Scriptures, the Lord comes to build communion with us, to make his home with us. The 
word of the Lord does not just consist of words on a page; it is the living word of the risen Lord. The gift of Holy 
Spirit is at work whenever that word is proclaimed and prayerfully listened to. As Jesus says in today’s gospel 
reading, the Holy Spirit ‘will teach you everything and remind you of all I have said to you’. The Holy Spirit brings 
the Lord’s word to life for us, so that it becomes a real encounter with the risen Lord. The Lord wants to build 
communion with us. However, he needs our receptiveness if this is to happen. In the words of today’s gospel 
reading, we need to retain the Lord’s word. To keep his word is to give into it, to live it out in our lives, to pay 
attention to it, to allow it to manifest in us and to shape our lives.   
 
Jesus promises in today’s gospel reading that those who open themselves to him, who allow him to make his 
home in them, will experience a peace that the world cannot give. ‘My own peace I give you, a peace the world 
cannot give; this is my gift to you’. In saying that, Jesus is not promising us that life would be easy or trouble free 
or without conflict. What Jesus is promising in today’s gospel reading, however, is that during conflicts, hardships 
and struggles we will know a deeply rooted peace if we allow the Lord to make his home in us. 
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