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Most of us are familiar with the experience of loss. The most painful experience of loss is undoubtedly when someone 
close to us dies. Because of illness or the aging process we can lose some of our relationships. Even in our younger 
years we often must deal with loss especially these days, due to the rise of murder and suicide. A friendship we had 
great hopes for fades away; a goal we set ourselves is never reached. The three stories that Jesus tells in the gospel 
reading have the experience of loss at their center. A shepherd loses one of his sheep, a woman one of her coins, a 
father his two sons. The experience of loss generated excessive drive in each of these three people. The shepherd set 
out after his lost sheep; the woman swept her house diligently for her lost coin; the father scanned the horizon for his 
lost younger son and then has to leave the banquet in search of his lost older son.  
 
In telling these three parables, Jesus was giving the people a portrait of himself. He once said of himself that he came 
to seek and save the lost. The drive generated for the lost in the shepherd, the woman, the father gives an insight into 
the love for the lost in Jesus’ own heart. That is why he spent so much time eating with those who were considered 
lost, beyond the boundary of God’s embrace. In sharing table with them, Jesus was revealing not only his own desire 
to seek and find the lost soul, but God’s desire as well. The good shepherd, the woman and the father in today’s 
readings are all images of this loving God we serve. Of the three parables, most famous is the third that engages us 
more fully. For a shepherd to lose one of a hundred sheep, for a woman to lose one of ten coins, is unfortunate. 
However, for a father to lose his sons is tragic for us. Our heart goes out to all three characters but in the third story 
because we sense that it is above all a story that could be our own story. 
 
The younger son in this third story wants his freedom and the financial resources to exercise his freedom and so he 
asks for his share of his father’s inheritance long before it is due to him. He wants to be free of his father and his family, 
he wants to go out and do his own thing. Some of my own Christian and catholic friends today see God and a 
relationship with God as a threat to their individual freedom. They feel the need to keep God at distance, beyond their 
perspective. Yet, Jesus says in John’s gospel, ‘if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed’, and Paul in his 
second letter to the Corinthians declares, ‘where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom’.  God creates us with free-
will, It is in and through our relationship with the Lord in the Spirit that we discover true freedom, the freedom to 
become the person God desires us to be, to become more fully ourselves.  
 
In the parable of the prodigal son, the father consented to his younger son’s request; he allowed him to head off on his 
journey into freedom with the value of half his estate. Yet, the heart of the father goes with his son. God our Father, as     
well follows us even when we desperately try to be free of God and lose sight of him. When the son’s adventure turned       
to disaster, he experienced a desire to return to new freedom, to be close again with his father, and family a more 
proper and joyful freedom. The father ran out to his broken son to make his journey home was welcoming.  
 
It has been said, by biblical commentators, that the embracing arms and kisses of the father in the parable speak more 
expressively of God’s love for the lost person, than all the books of theology we can study. It was at this point that the 
father discovers his older son is also lost. Family life can be like that; you put out one fire, and another immediately 
starts up. Although the father ran to meet his younger son, the older son kept his distance from his brother. For a 
second time, in the midst of the party, the father has to go out to a lost son; here is a man who is desperately trying to 
hold his family together, to reconcile those who have become estranged. Such work of reconciliation, in whatever 
context it happens, is always God’s work. The father showed his love for his younger son above all by his actions; he 
showed his love for his older son by his words to him, ‘My son you are with me always and all I have is yours”. Clearly 
the message of this central story is that God is always pursuing us in love to offer us what Paul calls the glorious 
freedom of the children of God, a freedom which is the fruit of a loving relationship with the God who works to bring life 
out of loss. 
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