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We must give attention today to John the Baptist. He is a man who thinks great. When he sees Jesus in today’s 
gospel, he says, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” John is using his call from God to be the “forerunner for Jesus, the 
lamb who is sent to reconcile all people to God. It is when John describes the mission of this “Lamb of God” that 
John’s thinking is most extensive. Jesus is the lamb who takes away the sin of the World. Not the sin just of the 
chosen people of Israel. Not the sinful, not just some people or that particular group. But the sinners of the entire 
world. John’s acclamation is one of the clearest places in the New Testament to assert that it is God’s intention to 
save all mankind, assurance that God’s love extends to every person, that is Jesus’ mission, to reconcile the 
entire world back to God. 
 
John’s vision is a universal one, and it is important for us to hear it.  After agreeing to baptize him along with the 
sinners, John the Baptist looked at Jesus and pointed him out as the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world". By doing so, he reveals that Jesus is at the same time the suffering Servant who silently allows himself to 
be led to the slaughter and who bears the sin of the multitudes, and the Paschal Lamb, the symbol of Israel's 
redemption at the first Passover. Christ's whole life expresses his mission: "to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. (CCC. 608) 
 
Because all too often, we place limits on the size of God’s love. We imagine that God is about saving us as 
individuals, we claim him as “Our Personal Lord and Savior”, helping us move beyond our habits of sin, giving      
us strength to carry our crosses, leading us to reach our hopes and our dreams. God certainly is involved in all    
of these aspects of our lives. However, God is bigger than that, God’s love extends to all people, not just us 
individually. It is good to have a relationship with the ‘Lamb of God”, but he did not sacrifice and die for me alone. 
Jesus sacrifices to take away the sins of the world. Sometimes we imagine that God is only about saving our 
families and our friends or those who live in the same country as we do. But God’s plan is wider. God’s love 
extends to every person, in every country in this World he has created. St. Paul writes, …with all those 
everywhere who call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their lord and ours, grace and peace from God    
the Father will be given to us. (1Cor.3) 
 
Once we appreciate and accept the capacity of God’s love, it has consequences for our own life. If God’s love is 
universal, it is an invitation to us to extend our love to all our brothers and sisters. When we claim Jesus as the 
Lamb of God, it is not enough only to worry whether our children and our friends have employment, safety, and 
good health. We must also be concerned to help in creating an economic climate in which there are more quality 
jobs for everyone who wants to work. It is not enough for us to be thankful for the positive lifestyle that we 
possess.  
 
We must also care for those families who struggle to feed their children and cannot find adequate healthcare. 
When we call Jesus the Lamb of God, when we call him Savior, it is not enough simply to love our neighbor. We 
must work with people fortunate to create a just and legal immigration process by which those from outside of our 
country can become our new neighbors and share with us in the blessings that this country affords. We must 
recognize that Black, White, Yellow, Red, and All lives matter. God does not place limits on God’s love. Neither 
should we. It might be easier simply to care for those who are closest to us, but that is not the gospel. Jesus is  
the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”! 
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