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Supernatural Prudence

And the master commended that dishonest steward for
acting prudently. “For the children of this world are more
prudent in dealing with their own generation than are the

children of light.” Luke 16:8

These lines conclude the Parable of the Dishonest Steward. At
that time, there was a Palastinian custom in which agents acted
on behalf of a wealthier master’s money, making loans and
obtaining them back with interest. It is similar to our modern
banking system. The problem presented in this parable was
that the steward was dishonest, skimming some of the profits
for himself. As a result, the master told the steward to get his
financial affairs in order because he was going to fire him. The
shrewd steward, acting on the authority he still had for the
moment, then went forth and reduced the debt of each of his
master’s debtors so as to win favor with each of them so that
he could do business with them after he was fired by his master.

Obviously, Jesus does not tell this parable because He

approves of dishonest and shrewd deception in business
practices. Instead, He tells it to illustrate the fact that many
people who are motivated by selfishness and worldly goals use
the natural gift of prudence with much more zeal than many of

the “children of light.”

Think about your goals in life. If you were to make a list of your
goals, what would it look like? And if you were to order that list
according to the importance of those goals, what would be first?
Hopefully, on the top of that list, you would have as your primary
goal the love, service and glory of God. In the end, that is all

that matters in life. Every other goal in life will fall into place
when that is our central goal. Though it is true that much of your
time might need to be devoted to the ordinary duties of life, such
as making a living and caring for the home and family, it is also
true that most people need to reorder their priorities by making
sure that the will of God is the central mission of their lives. How
is this best accomplished? It begins with the virtue of prudence.
Prudence is both a natural virtue and a supernatural one. On a
natural level, prudence is called the “mother of all virtues”
because it is the quality by which every other virtue, all our time
and energy, goals and ambitions are directed.

Reflect, today, upon what your list would look like if you were to
make it honestly. What do you spend the most time and energy



doing? Even if you need to spend most of your time on the
ordinary aspects of life, this becomes a holy endeavor when you
do it because God is inspiring you to do so. In that case, even
the ordinary becomes grace-filled and becomes a way by which
you glorify God. The only way for you to know if you are using
your time and energies properly is by being open to the gift of
supernatural prudence. Pray for that gift today and ask our Lord
to more directly order your life so that everything you do is for
the glory of God and the salvation of souls.



