
St. Christopher Church 
309 Manson Avenue, Metairie, Louisiana 70001 

 

Dear Parents of a new child of God: 

 

 We are excited that you have asked to have your child baptized into the Roman Catholic 

Church in St. Christopher Parish.  Baptism is a very important and serious step in the life of your 

child and your family.  It is the beginning of a new life in Christ as a member of a community of 

people who share a common faith. 

 

 At the very beginning of the Rite of Baptism in the Roman Catholic Church, the priest or 

deacon speaks to the parents and says, “You have asked to have your child baptized.  In doing so, 

you are accepting the responsibility of training your child in the practice of the faith.  It will be 

your duty to bring your child up to keep God’s commandments as Christ taught us, by loving 

God and our neighbor.  Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking?”  And the parents 

answer “Yes!” 

 

 We want this baptism to be a meaningful and memorable experience for you, your baby, 

your family, and friends.  We will need your help and cooperation.  We need information about 

you and your child.  Please provide all of the information requested and sign the enclosed 

“Family Information and Parental Testimonial for the Sacrament of Baptism.”  If you have 

not already done so, please complete the enclosed Census Form. 

 

 If you have not already done so, choose and notify the godparents for your child.  Both 

godparents should be practicing Catholics.  The two godparents, one male and one female, must 

be sixteen years of age and meet the criteria in the “Godparent” form.  They will be expected to 

attend a baptismal seminar.  If the godparents live a long distance away, they can attend a 

baptismal conference in a parish near them and have the pastor send us a letter verifying their 

attendance.  Both of the godparents you select for your child must read, complete, and sign the 

enclosed “Godparent” information and statement form. 

 

 Read and ponder the page entitled “I Want My Child Baptized Because” and rank the 

reasons in order of importance to you.  Also, read and answer the questions in the page entitled 

“What Do You Expect of Baptism?” 

 

 The Gospels record that Jesus was repeatedly asked, “What must I do to gain eternal 

life?”  Each time, his response was essentially the same.  What was His answer?  Be prepared to 

discuss one of the passages in the Gospel where Jesus gives His response. 

 

 Please deliver ALL completed forms and ALL documents to the parish office A WEEK 

BEFORE the date of the seminar. 

 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Deacon Phil McManamon at 

504-451-0009 or via email, pmcmanam@yahoo.com. 

mailto:pmcmanam@yahoo.com

