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A Catholic Family Prayer for the Dead and for Those Who Grieve Them  

Find a picture or other item that reminds you of the person who died. Children may also draw 

a picture or create something to serve as a memento. Place the memento next to a candle and 

gather people around it for the prayer. An adult or older child serves as leader. He or she 

lights the candle before offering the words below. 

Leader:  At the end of each line of the prayer I will say “we pray.”  

After I say this, please respond “Amen.” 

Together we start our prayer by making the Sign of the Cross. 

 

Leader:  Loving and merciful God, we entrust our brother/sister,  

<insert name>, to your mercy. We pray: 

All:  Amen. 

 

Leader:  You loved him/her greatly in this life;  

now that he/she is freed from all its cares,  

give him/her happiness and peace for ever. We pray:  

 All:  Amen. 

 

Leader:  The old way of being has passed away; 

welcome him/her now into paradise with you  

where there will be no more sorrow, 

no more weeping or pain, but only peace and joy 

with Jesus, your Son, and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. We pray: 

All:  Amen.  

 

Leader: May the love of God and the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

bless and console us and gently wipe every tear from our eyes: 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 All:  Amen.  

 

Blow out the candle, leaving the memento next to it for a day or two to honor the person who 

died and the relationships you shared. Repeat all or part of this prayer service in the days 

and weeks ahead to celebrate the life of the person who died or to bring you comfort. 


