
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

February 14th, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:     
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
 

The first reading for today may seem rather harsh to us, but since the Covid19  

pandemic hit it makes a lot more sense. For a country that didn’t have hospitals, look 

how practical this passage is. Leprosy could be a variety of skin diseases. However, 

many of them were quite deadly. So, what do you do when a person contracts one 

of these? It was the priests who determined whether or not a person had the disease. 

They would either declare that you had it or you didn’t. If you had it, consider what the sick 

person was to do. First of all, they were to tear their clothes and keep their head bare. That 

way people could see them from a distance, if they happened upon the sick person.  

Secondly, they were to muffle their beard which has essentially been understood to mean 

that they are to cover their mouth. The rabbis discussed how close a person should get to 

someone with leprosy. If there was no wind, they thought that you should not get any closer 

than four cubits, which by the way is six feet. Thirdly, if someone happened to get too close, 

the sick person was to cry out “Unclean, unclean!” Finally, the leprous person is to be  

quarantined. They can have a set place to live but it must be outside the camp. If the skin 

sores disappeared, the person would show themselves to the priest who would declare them 

clean. One thing this passage of scripture can teach us is not to criticize ancient practices 

unless we spend the time to fully understand them and the reasons for them. Could a place 

that didn’t have hospitals have a more practical and modest approach to a communicable 

disease? The Gospel reading tells the story of a leprous man who broke with the law and  

actually approached Jesus. That must have taken a lot of courage, for he certainly could 

have gotten in a lot of trouble for that. Jesus didn’t flinch and gave the man what he  

requested, full and complete healing. What compassion Jesus had. Lepers could live out 

their lives without human contact. Who would knowingly touch a leper? Jesus. Following the 

law, he told the man to go and show himself to the priest who would declare him clean. He 

also told him to keep the healing a secret. Jesus wasn’t ready for people to get king or  

Messiah ideas about him. Sadly, the man didn’t listen to Jesus but spread the story about to 

the point that Jesus’ ministry was hindered. The psalmist says that blessed is the man “in 

whose spirit there is no guile.” Since two of today’s readings are about people with deadly 

diseases, the psalmist reminded me of a true story about a doctor named Ed Thornton, who 

was from Denton, Texas. Dr. Thornton was the ER doctor at one of the local hospitals for 

many years. He retired from this and became one of those traveling doctors who would go 

wherever there was a catastrophe. In fact, he was in New Orleans during Katrina. He  

eventually retired. But when the locals contacted him and asked for his help with Covid19 

patients, he volunteered to help since they were swamped and needed his help. He  

answered the call only to eventually contract the illness himself and succumb to it a week 

later. “Greater love has no one than to give one’s life for one’s friends. During this pandemic 

when many people are feeling isolated and alone, think of those heroes who answered the 

call for you and your family. Think of those Doctor Eds in your life. May the spirit of Jesus who 

loved the sick, and the spirit of Doctor Ed who could so beautifully minister to the sick, fill us 

and grant us the Lord’s peace.  

 

Amen.  

 

Shalom.  



Sts. Cyril & Methodius 
 
These brothers by birth became brothers in mission. Cyril and Methodius were born to a Greek diplomat in the 
800s. The two brothers served in local governmental posts before each withdrew to a monastery. Their lives 
changed when the political leadership in Eastern Europe — what is now Ukraine — requested priests who spoke 
the native Slavic languages. Cyril and Methodius had proven themselves as able administrators and holy men, so 
they were sent as missionaries. First, Cyril invented an alphabet. This became the foundation for what is now used 
today and is still called the Cyrillic alphabet! Next, the brothers translated the Gospels, the Psalms, and other  
liturgical books into the native language of the people. Their work spread across Eastern Europe. God indeed  
raises up saints for their times!  

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of Lent, on Ash Wednesday, ashes 

are blessed during Mass, after the homily. The blessed 
ashes are then "imposed" on the faithful as a sign of 
conversion, penance, fasting and human mortality. The 

ashes are blessed at least during the first Mass of the 
day, but they may also be imposed during all the 
Masses of the day, after the homily, and even outside 

the time of Mass to meet the needs of the faithful. 
Priests or deacons normally impart this sacramental, 
but instituted acolytes, other extraordinary ministers or 
designated lay people may be delegated to impart 

ashes, if the bishop judges that this is necessary. The 
ashes are made from the palms used at the previous 
Passion Sunday ceremonies. 

— Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, Msgr. Peter J. 
Elliott 

The act of putting on ashes symbolizes fragility and 
mortality, and the need to be redeemed by the mercy of 

God. Far from being a merely external act, the Church 
has retained the use of ashes to symbolize that attitude 
of internal penance to which all the baptized are called 

during Lent. 
— Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy 

From the very early times the commemoration of the 
approach of Christ's passion and death was observed 
by a period of self-denial. St. Athanasius in the year 

339 enjoined upon the people of Alexandria the 40 
days' fast he saw practiced in Rome and elsewhere, "to 
the end that while all the world is fasting, we who are 

in Egypt should not become a laughing stock as the 
only people who do not fast but take our pleasure in 
those days." On Ash Wednesday in the early days, the 

Pope went barefoot to St. Sabina's in Rome "to begin 
with holy fasts the exercises of Christian warfare, that 
as we do battle with the spirits of evil, we may be 

protected by the help of self-denial." 
— Daily Missal of the Mystical Body 

Ash Wednesday - This coming Wednesday is 
Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten Season. 
Although it is not a Holy Day of Obligation, we will 
have Mass at 8 am and 7 pm, for those who would like 
to receive the ashes. 

Burning of the Palms – 
Following both Masses this 
weekend we will have a short 
ceremony in which we will burn 
the palms from last year’s Palm 
Sunday. The ashes will then be 
used this week on Ash Wednesday. 

Blessing of Marriages 
– This Sunday is Valentine’s 
Day and as usual we will give 
recognition to married couples. 
However, unlike the years past, 
we will not have couples renew 
their vows. Instead, all married 
couples will be asked to stand 
and receive a blessing. 

Stations of the Cross and Benediction – 

Starting this Friday, February 19, and every Friday of 
Lent, we will again have Stations of the Cross and 

Benediction beginning at 7 pm. All are invited. 





Greg Nelson 
Susan Funk 

Raymond Lusk 
Lorraine Clark 

 
 

Cliff & Sarah Winger—34 years 
Bill & Maureen Ross—43 years 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Dana 

Duvanich, Janice 

Duvanich, Anita Smith, 

Rita Loft, David Francis, Ramona Jones, 

Marylin Connolly-Overbey, Kathy White,  

Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, Kathryn Brown, 

Tom Chadler, Melissa Bromley, Mike  

Arcondizzy, Steve Wren, MaryAnn Forcier, 

Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler, Marlene 

Weller, Charlie Johnson, Nancy Sims, Stanley 

Mundell, Jean Rottmayer, Joyce Johnson, 

Tom Bienemann, Helen Arnzen, Kelly  

Carrubba, Linda McPeek, Jan Martin, Bill 

Kendall, Manny Baumbauer and Lindsey Fry 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays  
from 8:45-4pm in the side chapel 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP -  

RECOGNIZE GOD  

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

The Unfailing Goodness of God 
 

I have always wondered why Jesus told the cleansed 
leper not to publicize how he had been healed by the 
Son of God. It’s not that I can’t understand why Jesus 
would want to keep the matter quiet — after all, he 
knew that as soon as people heard, he would be 
mobbed with requests for healings, and his movements 
restricted.  
 

What gets me is the fact that Jesus simply must have 
realized the leper would not listen to him. Why give 
someone a command you know they will ignore? It’s a 
complicated question, and when I reflect on it, I can’t 
help but connect it to another equally complicated ques-
tion: why does God, all-good and all-knowing, allow 
bad things to happen? 
 

Yes, God is all-good and all-knowing. So when He 
gives us free will, He knows what we will do with it. 
However, He is also all-powerful. He can and will 
bring good from any situation, any tragedy, or even any 
instance where someone ignores Him. 
 
Was it a sin for this leper to do other than what Jesus 
had said? That’s a heavy question for a Sunday morn-
ing! But it’s plain to see that, even though this man ig-
nored Jesus’ command, God still used his actions. How 
many were brought to Christ because of the news 
spread by this leper! 
 
As someone trying to live out a stewardship way of life, 
what is God requesting of you right now? 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
©LPi 

WOMEN’S CLUB RAFFLE 
 

Due to the current state-wide re-

strictions on meetings, we are unable to have 

our yearly card party.  However, as a  

fundraiser, we will still be raffling off not one, 

not two, but THREE beautifully 

hand made quilts.  We will be 

sending raffle tickets to all the 

women in the parish.  If we miss 

you, and you would like tickets, 

please let us know and we will 

gladly send tickets to you.  If you 

have any suggestions for further fundraisers, 

please let the Women’s Club know- Renee 

Lewis at 995-3898 or Anita Smith at 218-0059 

PREPARES – Pregnancy and  

Parenting Support – is an initiative 
of the Washington State Bishops to 
provide a nurturing response and 

promise to mothers and fathers who 
have chosen life. A promise of  

support and care from pregnancy to 
their child’s fifth birthday. Regardless of religious  

beliefs, this parish based program offers low-income 
families vital life affirming services.  

Statewide, PREPARES has supported thousands of 
families with one-on-one companionship and child  

essentials. To learn more, volunteer or donate to the 
Bishops’ PREPARES Valentine Appeal visit 

www.preparesforlife.org  

100% of your donation will go directly to serve  

families in need thanks to the generous sponsorship of 
The Knights of Columbus Council #676. 


