
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

February 21st, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:     
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
 

In today’s gospel Jesus makes his first public appearance calling out to his fellow  

Galileans: “Repent and believe in the gospel. “Recall that for thirty years Jesus had 

lived obscurity in Galilee. No one paid any special attention to him. He was simply 

“the carpenter’s son.” Recall also that Jesus had left Galilee to be baptized in Judea 

in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. While praying after the baptism the sky opens, a 

dove appears and he hears the words “You are my beloved son; with you I am well 

pleased.” Jesus spends forty days in the desert “unpacking” his experience — driven by the 

Spirit. Then returning to Galilee Jesus boldly proclaims God's new call to Jews: “This is the time 

of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe in the gospel” Jesus  

announces that Jews can no longer be faithful to God’s covenant simply by following God’s 

revelation to Moses on Mount Sinai and observing the Torah. God is calling the Jews to 

“repent” and to observe the path he now preaches. Peter’s letter echoes Jesus' call. Yes, 

Christ was indeed put to death, but now he has been miraculously resurrected through the 

Spirit and he now saves us through the waters of baptism. Peter reminded his readers of that 

earlier covenant God established after the flood with Noah and his sons. Never again will 

God destroy all bodily creatures. God gives the rainbow as the sign of this covenant. Just as 

Noah had been saved from the waters of the flood so now we who respond to Christ’s call 

will be saved by the waters of baptism. His audience is taken aback. Could any Jew ever 

have imagined this new moment in their history! Jews are called to “repent” -- to turn away 

from their previous path -- and to turn toward the path now proclaimed by Jesus. Now, the 

Jews faced a momentous decision. We Christians this first Sunday of Lent also face an  

important decision. Will we heed the words spoken to us on Ash Wednesday when we  

received ashes on our foreheads: “Turn away from your sins and be faithful to the gospel." 

Are we willing to reexamine the depths of our heart and contemplate our fidelity to the new 

covenant presented by Jesus? Are we willing to examine attitudes that have consciously or 

unconsciously arisen from our materialistic and individualistic culture regarding material  

prosperity and career fulfillment, relationships and sexual gratification, indifference to the 

needy and marginalized, callousness regarding the environment? Lent is much more than 

simply giving up a few favorite indulgences. It is an opportunity for the total renewal of our 

hearts, which will be renewed to the degree we open them to God, seek His grace, turn way 

from our sins and embrace the good news proclaimed by Jesus. May God bless and keep 

you safe and healthy. And may you have a blessed Lent.  

Shalom.  

FATHER’S FUNNIES 

 

One night a thief cornered a man in a dark place. He threatened to slash the man's 

throat with his knife unless he handed over his money. As the victim reached for his 

wallet, the light caught him in such a way that the thief saw his victim was a priest. 

The robber quickly apologized for his behavior explaining that he was unaware of the 

fact that he had preyed upon a priest. The priest, still shaken from the incident, 

pulled out his cigarettes to calm himself with a smoke. As he did, he offered one to 

the thief. The thief replied, "No thanks, Father. I gave them up for Lent."  



Sweet Surrender to Grace 
 

We have been graced 

for a truly sweet  

surrender, if we can  

radically accept being 

radically accepted—for 

nothing! “Or grace 

would not be grace at 

all”! (Romans 11:6). As my father, St. Francis, 

put it, when the heart is pure, “Love responds 

to Love alone” and has little to do with duty, 

obligation, requirement, or heroic anything. It 

is easy to surrender when you know that noth-

ing but Love and Mercy is on the other side.  

 

—by Richard Rohr, OFM 

HUNGER IN OUR WORLD  

Jesus told us that whatever we did for one of these 

least brothers of his we did for him. Reflect on the 

challenge of global hunger— it is a reality for  

millions of our sisters and brothers. What will you 

do to support the hungry in our community and 

around the world? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn 

more.  

 

PRAYER TO BEGIN CRS RICE BOWL 

God of mercy, You call us to recognize you in our 

sisters and brothers and to care for those most in 

need—for whatever you do for the least of these, 

you do for me. This Lent, ignite your love in us so 

that through our prayer, fasting and almsgiving we 

may support all who experience hunger in body, 

heart and spirit. May these CRS Rice Bowls be in-

struments of encounter, bringing us closer to you—

our God—and to our neighbors both near and far. 

May our Lenten journey help us to see our role in 

caring for the most vulnerable— particularly those 

experiencing hunger, poverty and obstacles to 

thrive. Through these 40 days, may we deepen our 

faith in you and our love for one another, as we 

await with joyful anticipation the great celebration 

of Easter.  

Amen  

Weekday Meditation 
 

February 23rd 

Tuesday of the first week of Lent 
 

UNAWARE OF PRAYER 
 

“Your Father knows what you need before you ask 
him” 

Matthew 6:8 
 

I decide to pray during my afternoon walk, but twenty 
minutes in, my mind wanders.  What do I need at the 

grocery store?  Am I too old to be wearing this nail 
color?  I try to return to my prayer.  Then I pass a 

grove of sycamores.  Green!  Look at those tiny specks 
of new life along the branches!  What a wondrous 
world!  It’s then that I realize that God had been 

listening to me the entire time.  He’s been with me as I 
think a little too much about vanity.  He is definitely 
there as I marvel at his creation.  What about you?  

Look back on your day.  How were you speaking with 
God today without even knowing it? 
 

Family Prayer 
Thank you, God, 

For rain and snow, wind and breeze, thank you, God 

For sun and moon, grass and trees, thank you, God 
 

Family Activtiy 
Tired of winter? Take a late winter “creation walk” 
together.  Invite everyone to notice the ways nature is 
at rest right now, beneath the snow or wet earth. 

Stations of the Cross  

and Benediction  
Every Friday of Lent, we will again have Stations of 

the Cross and Benediction beginning at 7 pm.  

All are invited. 





 
Bev Lollis 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita Loft,  

Ramona Jones, Marylin 

Connolly-Overbey, 

Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, 

Kathryn Brown, Mike Arcondizzy, MaryAnn 

Forcier, Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler,  

Marlene Weller, Joyce Johnson, Helen  

Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, Jan Martin, Bill 

Kendall, Manny Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry and 

Sharon Stillwell 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays  
from 8:45-4pm in the side chapel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandra Salleta da Costa Magno, 7, pictured in Libagua 
village, Timor Leste. Her mother, Eliza da Costa  
Martins has been part of the CRS TOMAK nutrition 
project for 2.5 years. 
 
The family are famers who grow seasonal crops based 
on the rainy and dry season. In the dry season they 
plant carrot, tomato, eggplant and cauliflower and in 
the wet season they grow beans, maize, peanuts and 
watermelon. They started growing these varieties of 
vegetables after the participation in the CRS nutrition 
program. The mother has also learned cooking  
techniques and how to prepare meals for her family. 
They buy taro and sweet potato at the market along 
with meat if they can afford it. Usually about twice a 
month. They raise chickens at the house, so they can eat 
eggs every day. “I know vegetables give vitamins to my 
children” Lastly, they now go straight to the clinic if 
one of the children are sick. 
 

Background 
Timor-Leste has the highest rate of child malnutrition 
in Asia with almost half of children under five stunted 
(low height for age). Research shows that rates of  
exclusive breastfeeding vary widely across the country 
(28-75%) and there is a lack of dietary diversity with 
only 13% of children under two years consuming a 
minimum acceptable diet. On a national level,  
widespread poor growth is attributed to limited  
availability of nutritional foods and high child illness 
burden. Previous research conducted in two (upland 
and lowland) populations in rural Timor-Leste indicates 
growth faltering in early development. In Timor-Leste, 
subsistence agriculture is the main livelihood strategy 
for the majority of the rural population. Subsistence in 
Timor-Leste is predominantly plant-based, with staple 
crops including rice, cassava, maize and beans. The 
country is food insecure, thus household nutritional  
security is difficult to achieve. 

TOMAK (To’os ba Moris Di’ak, or Farming for  
Prosperity) is an agricultural livelihoods and nutrition 
program supported by the Australian Gover 

The Hub Bub-from  
the Women’s Club 

 
WOMEN’S CLUB RAFFLE 

 

The winning raffle tickets will be  

on sale after each Mass  

starting on Feb. 20, 2021.  

The winners will be chosen on 

March 24, 2021.  

Remember the 1st number drawn gets first 

pick, the 2nd gets to choose between the 

two remaining quilts and the 3rd winner gets 

the last quilt. The quilts will be on display in the 

back of the church. They are well worth the 

cost of a ticket (or more). If your friends are 

interested in purchasing tickets, have them 

call Renee Lewis at 995-3898, Jean Walters at 

939-4333, or Anita Smith at 218-0059. 


