
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

February 28th, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:     
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
Our readings for this Second Sunday of Lent have two mind-boggling images for us to 

reflect on. In our first reading from the Book of Genesis, we are presented with the sto-

ry of Abraham, who has a knife in his hand ready to hand over his only and beloved 

son. Without question, this is quite a frightening act of doing what God seems to be 

asking. But, if we understand that in the Book of Leviticus, it is required that the first 

born of animal or of human origin, as well as the first fruits of a harvest must all be surren-

dered, or handed over to God, it makes a little more sense because Isaac fits the prescrip-

tion. It is a story well designed to be remembered by those who are following Abraham’s 

faith journey. It also catches one’s attention and reveals to us that faith has consequences. 

The consequences for Abraham were the promises of fruitfulness which extended to vast 

lands and abundant descendants. For the faithful Jews there was the always-present need 

to hear of God’s saving actions. The Pentateuch, of which Genesis is the first book, is an in-

spired history and constant reminder of how, while they are called to listen and obey, God 

will always save them from their enemies and themselves. 

Now, in today’s Gospel we are given the story of the Transfiguration. But what is a Transfigura-

tion? It might be a seeing more of what one is seeing. It would be the opposite of the disfig-

uration of the body of Jesus on the top of the mountain or hill of the Crucifixion. It might also 

be a prefiguration in that it has the aspect of the glory of the Resurrection and yet a sense of 

the handing over of which Isaac is a beloved figure. Whatever it was, the three onlookers 

were forced to look beyond. Peter says in response to this event, in which he sees Jesus talk-

ing with Moses and Elijah, that it is good to be there. Well, the next time these three are alone 

with Jesus up the hill and in the garden of Jesus’ agony, it will not seem so good for them to 

be present then. 

There is within us all, what is known as an approach/avoidance tension. We are attracted to 

things at times and avoid those same things at other times. We can also be attracted to 

those things we know are unhealthy for us, like moths that approach the flame which they 

should avoid. The three apostles are attracted to Jesus and what they have seen, but they 

do wonder what Jesus means about what rising from the dead meant. They will learn in time, 

but they stay faithful as much as they can stay present. 

We are attracted to and avoid mystery. We want to know reasons for and outcomes of the 

events of our lives, especially those which boggle our mind and imagination. Abraham, Mo-

ses, Elijah, Jesus and eventually the Apostles stayed faithful to the calls, strange though they 

may be at times, from the Living God. Faithfulness for us is expressed in our not being deaf to 

these invitations and remaining present to their being played out. What does this rising from 

the dead mean? The apostles stayed at least faithful enough and present to it all, in order to 

find out. 

We read mysteries so as to find out the exciting endings. We are asked during these days of 

Lent to be freed from closing the book of our mysteries and to stay open and present to see 

what God is not taking away, but offering. May God bless and keep you safe and healthy. 

Shalom. 

FATHER’S FUNNIES 

Old Andy Kline passed on, and at the end of his church funeral, someone remarked, “As I recall, 

Andy attended church only three times during his entire life- when he was hatched, when he 

was matched, and now, when dispatched!.” (Sound like anyone you might know?)  



TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
 

We are starting our 10th year 

with  

The Book of Revelation 

2pm in the conference room. 

All are welcome to join.   

Please remember face masks and social  

distancing.   

Support System 
They no longer saw anyone but 

Jesus alone with them.  

 —Mark 9:8 

 

Ever have one of those days 
when you’re tired and spent and 
you feel like you want to hate 

on everything?  When you sob 
and weep and maybe even 
shake your fist at God?  

Remember, on those days, God is crying and weeping 
(although maybe not shaking his fist) along with you.  
He is holding you in his arms just as you would hold 

your own child.  He’s saying, “listen, you don’t have to 
be the support for everyone, every single moment of 
the day.  Leave that to me.  Give me some time right 

now to hold you.  Don’t be afraid to let me support you 
for a little bit.  Then you can go back and be your 
supportive self for everyone else.”  Is this one of those 

days?  Talk to God about it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETTER MEALS IN MADAGASCAR 
In Madagascar, half of all children are undernourished. 
That means 50% of kids won’t grow to reach their full 

potential. But communities are changing this by  

focusing on improving health and nutrition. What role 
has food played in your life? How can you help those 

who lack access to enough nutritious food. Visit  

crsricebowl.org to learn more  

 

Prayer Intentions for  
the Second Sunday of Lent  

For expectant and new mothers around the world, that 
their children may grow and reach their full God-given 
potential. We pray to the Lord … For our community, 

that we may support mothers here and around the world 
so that all children experience the care they need to 

thrive. We pray to the Lord …  

RECONCILIATION  

Our Lenten  

Reconciliation  

Service  

will be on  

Saturday March 13  

at 10 am.  

Fr. Ken Krall SJ  

will be there to help with confessions. 

PARISH 

COUNCIL  
The PC will meet this 

Tuesday, March 2, 

via Zoom. The 

meeting will begin at 7 pm, the usual time. 

& Benediction  
On Fridays of Lent, at 7 pm, we will pray the 

Stations of the Cross followed with 
Benediction. All are invited.  
Come have your faith lifted. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is OPEN!!  \]

We are back to being 
open to the public during 

our normal hours  

Tuesday –Friday 
9am 12noon 

Please remember to wear a mask if coming into the 
building and keeping 6-ft social distance.   

One more step to returning to normal! 





Roland Bombino 
Lucy Morton 

Takoda Rogers 
 
 

 

Greg & Lisa Nelson—27 years 
 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita Loft,  

Ramona Jones, Marylin 

Connolly-Overbey, 

Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, 

Kathryn Brown, Mike Arcondizzy, MaryAnn 

Forcier, Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler,  

Marlene Weller, Joyce Johnson, Helen  

Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, Jan Martin, Bill 

Kendall, Manny Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, 

Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, and Mike  

Wojohowski 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursdays  
from 8:45-4pm in the side chapel 

Mid-Week Meditation 
 

Wednesday, March 3rd 
Feast of St Katharine Drexel 

 
The Common Cup 

“Can you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?” 
Matthew 20:22 

 
Among the regrettable consequences of the pandemic is 
the loss of the common communion cup.  Drinking 
from one cup has tremendous symbolic value.  Leonard 
Cohen fans may know the song, “It Seemed the Better 
Way.”  In it, Cohen meditates on a spiritual encounter 
that borders on sacramental: “I better hold my tongue/I 
better take my place/ Lift this glass of blood/ Try to say 
grace.”  Taking our place and sharing the Precious 
Blood is a stark reminder that following Jesus remains 
costly. 

Today we remember 
Saint Katherine 
Drexel, a wealthy 
white Philadelphian 
who gave away a  
fortune in hopes of 
righting the legacy of 
racial injustice for  
Native American and 
Black children.  She 
viewed equal  
education as the key to 
opening opportunities: 
building schools,  
supplying teachers, 

eventually creating Xavier University, the first Catholic 
university of color in the U.S.  Drexel also assumed the 
burden of hostility that disadvantaged communities 
know, receiving bomb threats, suffering arson attacks, 
being denied the right to purchase properties in certain 
neighborhoods.  Drinking from a common cup is a  
sobering choice.  
 
For contemplation:  What has it cost you to share the 
burden of those suffering injustice? 
 
Prayer: Lord, give me the courage to accept my share 
of the burden with those who suffer. 
 
Excerpt from—Lent 2021  
Daily Reflections, Contemplations and Prayers  
Mending our Hearts  

The Hub Bub-from  
the Women’s Club 

 
WOMEN’S CLUB 

RAFFLE 

The winning raffle tickets  

will be  

on sale after each Mass  

starting on Feb. 20, 2021.  

The winners will be chosen on March 24, 2021.  

Remember the 1st number drawn gets first 

pick, the 2nd gets to choose between the 

two remaining quilts and the 3rd winner gets 

the last quilt. The quilts will be on display in the 

back of the church. They are well worth the 

cost of a ticket (or more). If your friends are 

interested in purchasing tickets, have them 

call Renee Lewis at 995-3898, Jean Walters at 

939-4333, or Anita Smith at 218-0059. 


