
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

March 7th, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:     
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
On this 3rd Sunday of Lent, we hear in our first reading the recital of the Ten Com-

mandments. In the previous chapter, God promises a covenant with Moses and the 

people of Israel. Taken by themselves, this listing of law-like commands seems cold 

and severe. God has reminded Moses and the people of Israel just how good He has 

been to them in their past. They were created out of the chaos of slavery in Egypt 

and purified in the wilderness. This covenant is a pledge by God to be their one God and 

they are invited to share God’s holiness by being in this relationship of a covenant. The Ten 

Commandments and all the rest of the laws are various ways to express their being a people 

in that relationship. To follow the laws without the relationship of reverence and remembering 

would be sham and hypocrisy. So what we hear in the First Reading is not so much a list of 

laws as it is an invitation to remember the holy lives to which God has called the people of 

Israel. The various leadership groups made sure their prime interests were represented in the 

entire display of God’s laws. They had their expressions and expectations of what  

covenantal holiness consisted of: Relationship with God, with family and with members of the 

community. John’s Gospel has some echoes of the Book of Genesis. Both begin with the 

words, “In the beginning”. God is seen driving Adam and Eve out of the holy garden. Their 

behavior was a sacrilege to the holiness of God and His design. There was a misuse of the  

sacred and punishment was the divine response. So, in today’s reading from John, we hear 

of Jesus purifying the holy place of God’s presence. It was there in the Temple, that the  

sacrifices of purification appropriate for the salvific relationship between the Jews and God 

were offered. But now, the Divine holiness of the Temple was replaced by human commerce 

and the ritual was becoming adulterated by the monetary exchanges. Jesus is seen, not so 

much as angry, as consumed with the holiness of God in this holy temple. This event  

becomes a backdrop for the revelation that John threads throughout his Gospel, that Jesus 

is the solution to the question which faced the Jewish community after the Roman army  

destroyed the rebuilt-temple that took forty-six years to restore. The question for them was 

“What will be our holy place now and who are we if we do not have a place for the  

presence of God?” It is here that John begins to present Jesus as the fullness of the answer. 

The Holiness of God, now resides in the presence of Jesus as the Temple. Jesus came into the 

temple not so much in anger, but as if saying, “The game is over.” The Ten Commandments 

were offered as ways for the people of Israel to live in response “to” rather than in reaction 

“of”. We are asked to celebrate the rituals of fasting, praying, works of charity, liturgy and 

other devotions during this joyful season of Lent; but not as games the people of God play, 

but rather as relational responses to the God who has called all of us out of slavery. May God 

bless and keep you safe and healthy. Shalom.  

Welcome  
We are a Catholic family of Christians gathered  

together by the Holy Spirit, with the liturgy and the 
sacraments being the center of our life.  We  

follow in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi by 
striving to live the Gospel message in joy.  We are 

called to minister through our special gifts; to  
enhance the dignity of persons, with a vision of 

peace. 

PARISH OFFICE 
The office is OPEN!!   

We are back to being open to the 
public during our normal hours  

Tuesday –Friday 9am 
12noon 

Please remember to wear a mask if coming into the 
building and keeping 6-ft social distance.   

One more step to returning to normal! 



TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
 

We are starting our 10th year 

with  

The Book of Revelation 

2pm in the conference room. 

All are welcome to join.   

Please remember face masks and social  

distancing.   

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Inspiration for the Week 

 

With our world in such constant turmoil and 

conflict, it makes such good sense to return to 

the simple directives given in the Ten 

Commandments.  God’s unassuming 

guildlines provide the perfect recipe for 

ordering our relationships with God, others, 

and even ourselves.  But yet, we are so quick 

to glance beyond them and even remove 

them from public view because we foolishly 

believe we can create something better.  

Arrogance runs far deeper in the members of 

our society than we can even imagine.  Lent 

is a perfect time to call ourselves back to our 

foundations and the basic relationships that 

comprise our lives. It is also a time to 

remember that Jesus is the true sign of God’s 

presence.  Everything he says and does, 

including his suffering and death, is a sign of 

the God who sent him.  The anger we witness 

when Jesus exhorts those in the temple to 

stop making his Father’s house a marketplace 

can equally be seen in his anger and 

frustration over humanity’s constant mission to 

turn God’s creation into a secular world.  We 

have a lot of work to do for sure. 

—LPI 

SUSTAINABILITY 

IN EL SALVADOR 
Drought has become 

a big problem across 

El Salvador, making it 

difficult for farmers to produce enough crops 

to support their families. But new farming 

techniques—and a new generation of young 

farmers—are making a difference. What 

would you do if your livelihood was  

threatened? How can you support young 

people in your community and around the 

world? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

Let us Pray 
For young people in El Salvador and the entire 

world, that they might find training and job 

opportunities to thrive and transform their 

communities. We pray to the Lord … For our 

community, that we invest in and support our 

young people, who work to promote positive 

change for our human family, especially its 

most vulnerable members. We pray to the 

Lord …  

RECONCILIATION  

Our Lenten  

Reconciliation  

Service  

will be on  

Saturday March 13  

at 10 am.  

Fr. Ken Krall SJ  

will be there to help with confessions. 

Women's Club 
The Women's Club will meet this  

Tuesday, March 9 via Zoom.  The meeting will 

begin at 6pm, the usual time. If you haven't 

received an invitation, please call Stella 

McDonald (509) 327-3634 or Renee Lewis 

(509) 995-3898. 

& Benediction  
On Fridays of Lent, at 7 pm, we will pray the 

Stations of the Cross followed with 
Benediction. All are invited.  
Come have your faith lifted. 





Darla Bromley 
Emma Huffaker 

Todd Lewis 
 
 

 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita Loft,  

Ramona Jones, Marylin 

Connolly-Overbey, 

Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, 

Kathryn Brown, Mike Arcondizzy, MaryAnn 

Forcier, Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler,  

Marlene Weller, Joyce Johnson, Helen  

Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, Jan Martin, Bill 

Kendall, Manny Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, 

Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, and Mike  

Wojohowski 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursdays  

from 8:45-4pm in the side chapel 

Catholic Relief Services 

STORIES OF HOPE 
Operation Rice Bowl 

Portrait of Glendy Fernández de Valle, 33 and 

her daughter Hazel Valle, 11, outside their 

house in Altavista, San Martín, San Salvador, El 

Salvador where they run their family cacao 

business called Tetonalli. Tetonalli means in 

the nahuat language “A new beginning”, 

and it really was for Glendy and her husband 

Juan Carlos Valle. Juan was deported from 

the U.S.A. in 2017 and started working with 

CRS’ Cacao Alliance project that helped 

them technically to start his business and  

allowed his family to start a sustainable  

entrepreneurship. Cacao Alliance provides 

assistance to approximately 6,500 small-scale 

farmers to help reactivate cacao production 

and exports in El Salvador that will increase 

incomes and jobs to reduce illegal  

immigration. “It’s a family business. My  

grandmother used to make traditional cacao 

and she helped me. I started looking for  

clients it was difficult at first. But after my  

husband went to training from Cacao  

Alliance it all changed. He became interested 

and started learning many things about  

Cacao. I love it. Tetonalli means family for me, 

love, effort, union, it means we don’t have to 

be separated to get a better future for our 

family. We give thanks to Cacao Alliance  

because it changed our life. We have now a 

good and sustainable entrepreneurship.  

Opportunities are here, in our country with our 

own Cacao producers.”, Glendy says.  

The Hub Bub-from  
the Women’s Club 

 
WOMEN’S CLUB 

RAFFLE 

The winning raffle tickets  

will be  

on sale after each Mass  

starting on Feb. 20, 2021.  

The winners will be chosen on March 24, 2021.  

Remember the 1st number drawn gets first 

pick, the 2nd gets to choose between the 

two remaining quilts and the 3rd winner gets 

the last quilt. The quilts will be on display in the 

back of the church. They are well worth the 

cost of a ticket (or more). If your friends are 

interested in purchasing tickets, have them 

call Renee Lewis at 995-3898, Jean Walters at 

939-4333, or Anita Smith at 218-0059. 

Please feel free to drop off your tickets and 

money for the tickets mailed to you. 


