
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

March 28th, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:     
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 
A WORD FROM FR MIKE 

We have several couplets in our liturgy of Palm Sunday. There are two parades            
described in the two Gospels. One parade leads into Jerusalem with Jesus being        
welcomed and proclaimed. The other pictures Jesus leaving Jerusalem days later in    
disgrace and abandoned. The Liturgy of Palms and the Liturgy of the Passion speak of 
the duality of our human response to God throughout history; sometimes we allow him 

in and other times we push him away. 

There is in the First Reading for the Eucharistic liturgy, a submissive prophetic figure who is 
given to speak, but suffers for what he knows. In the Gospel, we hear Jesus not rebelling, not 
turning back. The words he speaks are of his personal truth and not a defensive refuting. Jesus’ 
words are of handing over; his teachings, his body in the Eucharist, his spirit on the cross. Judas 
hands him over as well, but refuses to take in that spirit. 

The reading from Isaiah speaks of innocence and Jesus lives his own way of doing no harm 
while walking through the shame and guilt which surround him. This is the major contrast then, 
the gentleness of Jesus colliding with the human resistance to purity and truth. 

The root meaning of the word innocence is not guiltless, but no harm. This is a prism through 
which we can watch Jesus while listening to the long narrative of the Passion. He lived and died 
doing no harm and more positively, doing the infinitely good thing. 

How much ink, paint, marble, and glass have been used to attempt to express a theme, a mood, 
or a presentation of what it all means. We keep the memory alive each time we gather for the 
Eucharist. We intensify the meaning during this Holy Week which begins with this liturgy. Each 
conversation Jesus has, each action of his, each event of denial or injury, speaks the same       
reality. The apostles, the Jewish leaders, the soldiers all did not understand who he was for 
them. They never knew during these events what he was doing for them. The apostles slept 
while he prayed his obedient surrender. They fled while he remained faithful. Ah, but here is the 
comfort for us in it all. For all the art and words, we still do not fully comprehend the complete 
story. We can catch fleeting emotions and ideas about what Jesus’ death means, but we have 
heard it all so often that it can lose a lot of it’s impact. There is still some sleeping going on 
within us as we consider being loved so dearly. There is always the possibility and reality of our 
denials of his invitations to follow him. What do we do then; with what do we pray during these 
holy days of our eternal Passover? 

We could just rest in the soft comfort of guilt and embarrassing shame; that is too easy and too 
much of the secular. We can more simply and personally be there and let it all be done onto each 
one of us again for the first time. We do not have the openness to take it all in at once, but we 
can allow some part, some word or action to embrace us this year. We pray with the words 
which Jesus must have spoken, “Forgive them, for they know not what I am doing.” May God 
bless and keep you healthy.  
 
May you have a very blessed Holy Week.  
 

Shalom. 







SUNDAY COLLECTION 
Our annual envelope budget is:$99,600.00  

Year to date budget:                             $71,487.10 

Actual year to date collection:              $75,035.95 

Year to date:                                          + $3,548.85 

Thank you to all who continue to support our 

parish whether through online donations, mail in 

donations or collection at mass. 

Dave Miletich 
Anita Smith 

Delores Large 
Sophia Morton 

Sue Fong 
Maureen Lickteig 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita Loft,  

Ramona Jones, Marylin 

Connolly-Overbey, 

Kathy White, Ellen  

Turnbull,  Michael Brick, Kathryn Brown, Mike 

Arcondizzy, MaryAnn Forcier, Gary Turnbull, 

Brian Chandler, Marlene Weller, Joyce  

Johnson, Helen Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, 

Jan Martin, Bill Kendall, Manny Baumbauer, 

Lindsey Fry, Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, 

and Mike Wojohowski 

A Prayer Time to Calm Your Mind 
You are invited to join our  

Centering Prayer / Contemplative Prayer 
group. 

 

We meet via Zoom every other Thursday night until we 
can meet again in person. 

What is Centering or  
Contemplative Prayer? 

 

It is prayer that awakens and prepares the mind to 
know God better and rest in God’s presence while 

calming our mind at the same time. We let go of what 
is going around and within us and meet God in the  

moment. It is a long journey that helps us rediscover 
the JOY within that we lost. It is the opening of mind 

and heart – our whole being – to God, beyond thoughts, 
words, and emotions. 

 

The Thursday gathering starts at 7 PM and last for a 
little over an hour. The time includes a short  

contemplative reading, 20 minutes of being quiet in  

silent prayer, 20 minutes of a video (led by nationally 
known Catholic Contemplative teachers), and about 20 

minutes of sharing and discussion. 

(When COVID restrictions allow, we will also 
have a Tuesday morning group meeting in per-

son) 

For more information, Please contact Mike or 
Jean Walters at ... (509) 939-2185 –  

waltersmichaelh@gmail.com 

SERVING 
THE  

SUFFERING 
CHRIST  

As we enter Holy 
Week and celebrate 
Palm Sunday, let’s 
reflect on how our 
Lord suffered from 
our indifference: 

those who  

proclaimed him king of Jerusalem were the same who 
called to crucify him. We recognize we are all one  

human family. Are we contributing to the suffering of 
our sisters and brothers with our indifference to their 

realities? How does our faith inspire us to care for them 
and share the gifts that God has bestowed on us? Visit 

crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

 

Prayer for Lent 
Palm Sunday  

For our community, that we offer spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy for our most vulnerable sisters and 

brothers, recognizing that whatever we do for them, we 
do for our suffering Christ who redeems us.  

We pray to the Lord …  


