
 
 

  

 

 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

April 25th, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:    Wendy Sandner 
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 

 

We hear in today’s First Reading, Peter’s explanation and direct confrontation with 

the leaders, who want to know by what “power” and by what “name” the crippled 

man was healed. The “name” and the “power” are the same. Jesus, crucified by 

these same leaders, but who was raised by the power of God, has also raised the 

man who had been crippled, to health. The elders are the “builders” and they have rejected 

Jesus who is the “Cornerstone” of salvation. This is a scriptural image referring to a line from 

Psalm 118. Peter affirms Jesus as the one and only source for salvation, given to the world by 

the God of these religious leaders of Israel. For the next several Sundays of this Easter season 

we will be hearing some familiar themes from the Gospel of John. Jesus makes many  

imaginative “I am” statements. “I am the light.” “I am the bread of life.” “I am the living  

water.” “I am the way, the truth and the life.” When the guards come out to meet Him in the 

Garden, they are asked about whom they seek. Jesus says simply, “I am.” In today’s Gospel 

we hear Jesus say twice “I am the good shepherd.” John has Jesus continue his discussion 

and confrontation with the Pharisees after having healed a man who was born blind. This 

man, who was blind, first heard the voice of Jesus and through believing in that voice came 

to believe, which healed him physically and spiritually. The Pharisees are blinded by what 

they see and so are impaired of hearing and do not believe. Hearing and believing become 

the central message of Jesus’ saying that he is the “Good Shepherd”. It is the shepherd’s 

voice that is important and the sheep are not ignorant, but attentive and responsive. Jesus is 

telling those who can hear and want to hear important aspects of just what the Shepherd 

does for his flock. Most of us, upon listening to our own recorded voices, wonder if that is  

really us! What we sound like to others is not the exact way we sound like to ourselves. People 

who are visually impaired learn quickly who is who by their footsteps, pace, noisiness as well 

as their voices. Jesus is telling us that he will keep calling in the same voice and when we 

begin to follow, he will keep speaking. There will always be other voices, from within ourselves 

and from outside. How will we ever learn to recognize his voice as different from our  

self-centered voices! One sure way, (I know you are not going to like this), is to trust the  

adventure of mystery. It seems that is part of his voice pattern. The Good Shepherd seems to 

be always calling to His sheep to follow Him into the unfamiliar, the pastures, yonder, over 

there, and of His fidelity. The Pharisees did not like it either, but the man who was cured from 

his blindness came to like it.  

May God bless you during this holy season of Easter.  

Shalom.  

Father’s Funnies 

 

When I was a kid, we were 

so poor that when my little 

brother broke his arm we 

had to take him to the 

airport for x-rays.  

Bible Study  
The Wednesday night 

Bible Study has 
started up once 
again. For those 

interested, we meet 
from 7 pm to 8:30 pm 
on most Wednesday 

Nights.  







SUNDAY COLLECTION 
Our annual envelope budget is:$99,600.00  

Year to date budget:                             $81,130.33 

Actual year to date collection:              $85,190.25 

Year to date:                                          + $4,059.92 

Thank you to all who continue to support our 

parish whether through online donations, mail in 

donations or collection at mass. 

Dorothy Nelson 
Richard Rogers 

Don DeLuca 
Greg Fong 

 
 

 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, Don 

& Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita Loft,  

Ramona Jones, Marylin 

Connolly-Overbey, Kathy 

White, Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, Mike  

Arcondizzy, MaryAnn Forcier, Gary Turnbull, 

Brian Chandler, Marlene Weller, Joyce  

Johnson, Helen Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, 

Jan Martin, Manny Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, 

Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, and Mike  

Wojohowski 

Saint Catherine of 

Siena’s Story 
The value Catherine makes central 

in her short life and which sounds 

clearly and consistently through her 

experience is complete surrender 

to Christ. What is most impressive 

about her is that she learns to view her surrender 

to her Lord as a goal to be reached through time. 

She was the 23rd child of Jacopo and Lapa Be-

nincasa and grew up as an intelligent, cheerful, 

and intensely religious person. Catherine disap-

pointed her mother by cutting off her hair as a 

protest against being overly encouraged to im-

prove her appearance in order to attract a hus-

band. Her father ordered her to be left in peace, 

and she was given a room of her own for prayer 

and meditation. 

She entered the Dominican Third Order at 18 and 

spent the next three years in seclusion, prayer, 

and austerity. Gradually, a group of followers 

gathered around her—men and women, priests 

and religious. An active public apostolate grew 

out of her contemplative life. Her letters, mostly for 

spiritual instruction and encouragement of her fol-

lowers, began to take more and more note of 

public affairs. Opposition and slander resulted 

from her mixing fearlessly with the world and 

speaking with the candor and authority of one 

completely committed to Christ. She was cleared 

of all charges at the Dominican General Chapter 

of 1374. 

Her public influence reached great heights be-

cause of her evident holiness, her membership in 

the Dominican Third Order, and the deep impres-

sion she made on the pope. She worked tirelessly 

for the crusade against the Turks and for peace 

between Florence and the pope. 

In 1378, the Great Schism began, splitting the alle-

giance of Christendom between two, then three, 

popes and putting even saints on opposing sides. 

Catherine spent the last two years of her life in 

Rome, in prayer and pleading on behalf of the 

cause of Pope Urban VI and the unity of the 

Church. She offered herself as a victim for the 

Church in its agony. She died surrounded by her 

“children” and was canonized in 1461. 

Catherine ranks high among the mystics and spir-

itual writers of the Church. In 1939, she and Francis 

of Assisi were declared co-patrons of Italy. Pope 

Paul VI named her and Teresa of Avila doctors of 

the Church in 1970. Her spiritual testament is found 

in The Dialogue. 

THANK YOU  
Our community changed lives this Lent, and 
CRS Rice Bowl wants to say THANK YOU! 

Don’t forget to turn in your CRS Rice Bowl 
at the back of the church or donate online at 

crsricebowl.org/give 

 

 


