
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

May 2nd, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:    Wendy Sandner 
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 

 

When new ideas and identities are introduced, it can be very frightening by those 

who fear what is new. The “Way” was such a threatening group. They believed that 

their leader, Jesus of Nazareth, who had been crucified, was risen. This movement 

was gaining followers and miraculous events had been occurring through their 

preaching. 

Saul was a righteous and zealous man who seemed disturbed by this “Way”. He was very 

well known to the point of his being notorious. He had been trying to halt the movement of 

these “Christ-Way” people. He in turn was arrested by his being knocked to the earth and 

spoken to by this very Risen Christ. His resulting conversion was personal, but he had some 

mending to do. 

What we hear in our First Reading today is his knocking on the door of official entrance into 

the company of disciples. The original group was not so sure that Saul, now known as Paul, 

was to be trusted, because of his past. So Barnabas had to speak up on Paul’s behalf, who 

by his actions, had proved that His faith in Jesus was real. 

The “way” was growing in faith and in numbers. Paul was an instrument of that spreading as 

he went off from Jerusalem to tell of the consolations of the Holy Spirit and the power of the 

Resurrection. 

The Gospel we hear today is from the verses where Jesus gives His last discourse to His  

apostles. We hear one more of the “I am” statements, characteristic of John’s presentation 

of Jesus. The image of “vine”, “vine grower”, and “branch” is used as a visual aid. We are the 

receivers of life and the producers of “fruit” as long as we remain in Him who has remained in 

us. “Fruit” is the product of His penetrating our earthliness. What we do will flower from  

remaining faithful to who we are 

The “Grower” is pictured as the One Who trims away those who have refused their identity as 

branches; perhaps they want to be the “vine” themselves. By their choices they are cut 

away and lost to the process of bringing life and nourishment through Christ, into this world. 

The Trimmer is seen to prune the branches so that even more fruit may grow 

Paul was grafted onto and into the Vine. By Baptism, we too have become grounded in  

Jesus as well. Paul had to live with his earthliness, his past, his violence. Many of the great 

saints have had to live beyond their histories. The community had to receive Paul who had 

been a block to the “Way” and then instead of being in the way, he was on the “Way”. He 

learned of the redemptive mission of Jesus, not like the other disciples, at the feet of Jesus. 

Paul became a disciple by learning, by getting knocked off his own feet by the Trimmer’s 

pruning voice. 

We learn from our mistakes - well, sort of. We first come to sense that our lives are not fruitful; 

the way Jesus encourages life to be. Being separated from Jesus means not being a part of 

Jesus as the Vine, which usually results in our not being the branch the Trimmer planted on 

this earth at this time. Jesus had to meet Saul in order that Saul could meet himself, his truth. 

From this learning experience, Paul became an Apostle, that is, one who is sent. His fruitful-

ness blossomed after he accepted who he was. The original disciples had to accept him as 

well, because of his having become alive in the Spirit and his own truth. In other words, “be 

who you is and not who you ain’t, because if you is who you ain’t, then you ain’t who you is.” 

May God bless you during this holy season of Easter. Shalom. 







SUNDAY COLLECTION 
Our annual envelope budget is:$99,600.00  

Year to date budget:                             $82,170.00 

Actual year to date collection:            *$85,115.50 

Year to date:                                          + $2,945.50 

Thank you to all who continue to support our 

parish whether through online donations, mail in 

donations or collection at mass. 

*I mistakenly added Easter into the last report, it 

should not be counted in the ordinary collection. 

 
Gabrielle Rogers 
Lorraine Huffaker 
Oliver Huffaker 
Holly O’Connell 

 
 

Frank Rose, Steve Rij, Don 

& Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita Loft,  

Ramona Jones, Marylin 

Connolly-Overbey, Kathy 

White, Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, Mike  

Arcondizzy, MaryAnn Forcier, Gary Turnbull, 

Brian Chandler, Marlene Weller, Joyce  

Johnson, Helen Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, 

Jan Martin, Manny Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, 

Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, and Mike  

Wojohowski 

There was no needy person among them, for those 
who owned property or houses, would sell them, 
bring the proceeds of the sale, and put them at the 
feet of the Apostles and they were distributed to each 
according to need. 
Acts of the Apostles 4: 34-35 

 

the Women’s Club of St Francis of Assisi  
will again do a  

virtual cookie sale  
after both Masses  

May 15 and 16 
The monies earned will be turned over to our 

Brothers and Sisters at St. Charles Parish. We re-
ally love the support we have  

received from this community in our past fund-
raisers. We are hopeful for continued support for 

the “needy” at our sister parish. 

Thanking you in advance, 
 

The Women’s Club of St. Francis of Assisi 

COFFEE  
AND  

DONUTS 
 

They are back!   

Join fellow parishioners 
after the 10am Mass in the  

social hall for some  

fellowship and coffee and 
donuts! 

Congratulations and 

Thank You!! 
 

To Dave Allen for  

accepting a position on the  

Finance Council  

and to Wendy Sandner for 

accepting the  

position of  

Finance Council President.   

Both have been long time parishioners.  We 

are blessed to have them on the council! 

FATHER’S FUNNIES 

The woman was more than a 

little upset when her car 

stalled in the middle of the 

main street, and even more 

so when no amount of effort 

could get it started again. As 

the light turned from red to green a third time 

and the car still failed to respond, the honking 

of the fellow in the car behind her grew even 

more insistent. Finally the woman got out and 

walked over to his door. “Excuse me, sir,” she 

said politely, “if you’d like to help out by trying 

to get my car started yourself, I’ll be happy to 

sit here and honk your horn for you.”  


