
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

 

July 4th, 2021 
1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509-325-1321  Office hours Tues-Fri 9-12 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:    Wendy Sandner 
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

VACATION 
 

I (Anitra) will be on vacation  

from July 5th through July 14th.   

I will be back in the office  

on July 15th.   

There will not be  

a bulletin the  

weekend of  

July 18th.   

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
 

Suffering is part of the human condition, which is a key experience of Paul’s life. In  

today’s second reading, we hear Paul ask the Lord Jesus, three times, to remove a 

particularly bothersome suffering – a “thorn in the flesh.” The actual “thorn” is not  

certain, although some say that Paul had a vision problem which hindered his ministry 

and so he asked Jesus to remove it. Jesus’ reply to Paul is significant for Paul and for 

all believers. Jesus does indeed hear Paul’s prayer and speaks directly to him, “My grace is 

sufficient for you for power is made perfect in weakness.” That is probably not the answer 

Paul expected or wanted to hear! But he does hear Jesus and responds simply and humbly, 

“I will rather boast most gladly of my weaknesses in order that the power of Christ may dwell 

with me.” This encounter with Jesus becomes the foundation of Paul’s dealing with  

subsequent suffering. Paul is never hesitant to recount the sufferings he experiences; nor is he 

hesitant to witness to the power of Jesus experienced through them – “for when I am weak, 

then I am strong.” In his Letter to the Romans, Paul catalogues suffering and concludes with 

an exhortation to persecuted Christians in Rome, “I am convinced that neither death nor life . 

. .nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” Paul’s lesson to believers is clear: we as disciples of Jesus should not expect that he will 

shield us from suffering; rather we should expect that our weakness can become the  

occasion for experiencing the power of Jesus. I have always been scandalized by preachers 

– and there are many – who claim that following Jesus exempts believers from suffering and 

guarantees a long life full of health and material prosperity. These preachers misrepresent the 

witness of Paul, as well as the witness of Jesus himself! Today’s Gospel recounts Jesus’  

experience returning home to his native place and teaching in the synagogue. All his  

listeners “took offense at him.” The Gospels then recount Jesus’ progressive rejection, that 

eventually leads to his crucifixion and death – and to an eventual transformation and  

resurrection through the power of his most dear Father! Jesus is our Savior and Redeemer! His 

message is central to dealing with our suffering. Today’s readings ask us to reflect on whether 

we have heeded Paul’s witness and brought our sufferings to Jesus – all our sufferings --  

trusting that in our personal weakness, the power of Jesus can be manifested. And isn’t this 

the heart of the good news of the Gospel?  

 

Shalom.  

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Every Thursday 
from 8:45-4pm  

in the side chapel 





Immaculate Heart Retreat Center 

Contemplation in Action 

Free Weeklong Work Retreat 

“Grant Success to the Works of 

Our Hands” 
Fr. Michael Savelesky 

July 12, 6:00 pm check in, July 16, 2021, 1:00 

pm depart 

 

Based on Psalm 90: 17, a generous communi-

ty of workers will converge for a week at Im-

maculate Heart Retreat Center to prepare 

the grounds and facilities for the re-opening 

later this summer of the Diocese’s spirituality 

center after the grip of the Coronavirus Pan-

demic. Limited to 25 retreatants No cost to 

attend!  Please bring appropriate work 

clothes, gloves, and shoes. 

 

Please register in advance: (509) 448-1224 or 

visit www.ihrc.net 

COFFEE  AND DONUTS 
 

They are back!   

Join fellow parishioners  

after the 10am Mass in the  

social hall for some  

fellowship and coffee and 

donuts! 

St. Francis Women’s Club  
is planning a  

Christmas  

Luncheon  
on December 4, 2021.  

As part of the  

luncheon fundraiser, there 

will be a Christmas Shop  

featuring new  

homemade crafts and other new items  

suitable for gifts.  If you are able to donate 

craft items, your time to make gifts or the  

ingredients for “gifts in a jar,” it would be  

appreciated.  Food gifts in a jar will not be 

made until November for freshness.  Please 

call Lorraine Clark, 509-217-6828 for more  

information.   

MUSIC BOOKS 
 

If you borrowed a music book 

please return it.  The choir is 

short on music books and they 

are expensive to replace. 

Thank you! 

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING 
involves no drugs or devices, there are zero 

health worries and it is immediately reversible 

when you want to try to conceive a baby. No 

doctor visits needed, no prescriptions to fill, no 

unwanted side effects. To learn more  

visit www.live-the-love.org. Several courses 

offered remotely will start in April. Check 

schedules at https://ccli.powerappsportals.com/

en-US/ by selecting “Main NFP Series”, 

“English”, and “Live Online”.   

http://www.live-the-love.org/
https://ccli.powerappsportals.com/en-US/
https://ccli.powerappsportals.com/en-US/


 

Barb Allen 
Frank Evans 

Jamie Hutchinson     
Ruby Pacali 

Darlene Hayes       
Mike Walters 

Kathy Hutchinson 
 

 
 

Tom & Robin Bienemann—18 years 
Pat & Bea Mourin—54 years 

Mike & Jean Walters—15 years 

Please remember in your  

prayers: 
Frank Rose, 

Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary 

DeLuca,  

Florence 

Himelspach, 

Kathy  

Bromley,  

Rita Loft,  Ramona Jones, Marylin Connolly-

Overbey, Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull,   

Michael Brick, Mike Arcondizzy, MaryAnn 

Forcier, Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler,  

Marlene Weller, Joyce Johnson, Helen Arn-

zen, Tom Bienemann, Jan Martin, Manny 

Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, Sharon Stillwell, 

Stan Mundell, Mike Wojohowski, Fran  

Hattenburg, & Rosemary Morbeck 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN 

YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

The Prophecy of You and Me 
 

Prophet. There’s a heaviness to this word. It’s 

weighted down with meaning. We think of 

prophets and we think of Charlton Heston 

with wild hair and a booming voice, reaching 

out his hand to work wonders of nature by the 

grace of God. We think of prophets and we 

think of ancient Biblical history — someone far 

away, someone so removed from our every-

day life. A prophet is someone who knows 

something we don’t. 

 

When I let you in on this secret, it might scare 

you at first: in a way, God is calling you to be 

a prophet. He is calling me. He is calling any-

one who hears the truth of the Gospel. How-

ever, there is no need for the megaphone 

and the wild locusts. This prophet gig might 

not be what you’re thinking.  

 

What does a prophet do? He hears and  

testifies to the truth, even when it’s  

uncomfortable, even when it’s unpopular, 

even when it results in, as Paul says, 

“weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions 

and constraints.” A prophet doesn’t have to 

be smart or rich or ordained; heck, he doesn’t 

even have to be particularly willing.  

 

All a prophet has to do is listen to the truth. 

The truth we receive from Christ, through the 

Gospel and the sacraments, is a mighty gift. 

But it is a gift that we are not meant to simply 

keep for ourselves. In possessing it, we are 

compelled to also pass it on, to share it, to let 

the Spirit set us on our feet. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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