
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

1104 W Heroy Ave, Spokane Wa 99205 509-3251321  

August 1st, 2021 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:    Wendy Sandner 
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
 

In our first reading today, it seems that Moses is having a hard time bringing his  

oppressed people out of Egypt in the Exodus. They are very early in their forty-year 

journey of faith. In the preceding chapter the people grumbled about their being 

thirsty and when they found water it was bitter. Moses complained or prayed to God 

and so the water was made drinkable. They pitched camp there, but had to move on  

towards the “wilderness” and so grew thirsty again and hungry. This tension forms the context 

for our being introduced in the First Reading, to the Israelites’ complaining. They do the whole 

“poor me” as a community. Things were terrible back in the bad old days, but they did have 

“fleshpots” from which to gain nourishment. They are disappointed in their leaders, but this 

time Moses does not have to make any requests. God comes to their rescue, but with an  

instruction which they must follow. God is teaching them ever so slowly to listen and obey for 

their own good. This teacher-student relationship forms the context for much of the Hebrew 

Scriptures. We hear of the great event of God’s responding to grumbling and regret. God 

rains down bread and meat. Their journey is going to be a long one and with God’s  

continued faithfulness, they will grow in their being faithful in response. The Gospel follows 

John’s account of the multiplying of the five loaves and two fish which we heard last week. 

The word spreads and though Jesus and his shipmates have sailed to the other side of the 

sea, those who had eaten their fill follow him. This can sound wonderful; he is gaining new  

followers. When they meet up with Jesus, he offers them their truth. They were following, but 

not in the same sense, as he desired. They came to see if he was handing out more bread or 

doing something else for their enjoyment. They failed to see the bread as a “Sign”, but  

merely as a crusty “thing.” Then begins a long discussion centering on the double-meaning 

of “bread.” The Jewish people have in their religious memory how Moses brought about the 

miracle of bread in the desert. Here, they are talking to Jesus in terms of a continuation of 

bread being served for their eating. Jesus knows this and turns the word “bread” into a 

meaning for “himself.” He is not playing with the minds of the Jews, but leading them to a 

leap of faith in him, who like bread, gives life to those who eat. “Eating” for Jesus means  

taking in the entirety of him as the one “sent” and “sealed” by his Father who is at this very 

moment giving Jesus as “bread” for eternal life. Believing is “eating” for Jesus, and “eating” 

means more than saying “Yes, I believe.” It means living out the life which “The Bread of Life” 

came to give. Jesus is asking to be received or acknowledged as the “one” specifically 

“sent” to be the life of the world. He comes to nourish us even the next time after the next 

time and he is always more than enough.  

God bless you.  

Shalom.  







Florence Himelspach 
Douglas Brown 
Sharon Stillwell 
Logan Weaver  

 
 
 

Dick & Linda Pettis—42 years 

Please  

remember 

in your  

prayers: 
Frank Rose, 

Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary 

DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, Kathy Bromley, Rita 

Loft,  Ramona Jones, Marylin Connolly-

Overbey, Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull,   

Michael Brick, Mike Arcondizzy, MaryAnn 

Forcier, Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler,  

Marlene Weller, Joyce Johnson, Helen  

Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, Jan Martin, Manny 

Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, Sharon Stillwell, 

Stan Mundell, Mike Wojohowski, Fran  

Hattenburg, & Rosemary Morbeck 

Bishop Thomas Daly has announced  

the re-opening of  

IMMACULATE HEART  

RETREAT CENTER!!  
Beginning August 1, Immaculate Heart once 

again is available for use as a place of  

retreat, quiet and prayer for the People of 

God. Please engage the facilities and  

services of IHRC in refocusing your life in Christ 

as we shake off the shackles of COVID-19. In 

addition to traditional retreats and days of 

recollection, IHRC offers a full slate of  

programs and opportunities for spiritual 

growth and enrichment. Several of them are 

new and creative. Sunday and daily Mass,  

Eucharistic Adoration, confession time,  

spiritual direction, small and large gatherings, 

study groups, prayer walks, Stations of the 

Cross – just to name a few.  

Call (509)-448-1224 or  

email kparker@ihrc.net to make  

reservations or for more information.  

Immaculate Heart Retreat Center has been 

an important part of our Diocese since 1959. 

Take advantage of its spacious grounds and 

prayerful atmosphere just a short distance 

outside the City of Spokane on Moran Prairie.  

April Donations: 

$366.  
   Rent: $315 for  

2 families &  

SVdP gave a  

total of $1900. 

   Avista: $400 for 1 

family. 
 

May Donations: $506. 
   Rent: $730 for 3 families &  

SVdP gave a total of $3600. 
 

June Donations: $484. 
   Rent: $220 for 1 family &  

SVdP gave a total of $950.  

Thank you for all donations. 

What is your choice of 

craft:  sewing,  

crochet, card making, 

knitting, Christmas  

decor, or general 

crafts? Will you be 

able to donate one craft creation for our 

Christmas Shop  
on December 4?   

We would love to display your talents.   

We also need sponsors for ingredients to 

make “gifts in a jar”.  We will get together in 

November to fill the jars.  

Let me know your thoughts!   

 

Lorraine Clark  509-217-6828 


