
 
 

  

 

 

 
Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 
Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:         Brian Sandner 

Choir Directors 
Sun.:       Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:  5pm   
Sunday:  10am  
Daily: 8am 
Holy Days: 8am and 7pm  

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  
Catholic Parish—Spokane 

1104 W Heroy Ave, Spokane Wa 99205 509-3251321  

September 19th, 2021 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 
 

Anointing of the Sick: 
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  
Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  
contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 
Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 
Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 
Finance Council:    Wendy Sandner 
Women’s Club:      Renee Lewis & Geri Wasson 



 
 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 
 

There is a force in our human nature to both reverence and protect innocence as 

well as to suspect and exploit it. It’s based in our own longings for innocence and our 

disappointments in having lost or disturbed our own. In today’s First Reading from Wis-

dom, (AKA Wisdom of Solomon), we hear about the hatred which can arise when in-

nocence becomes a threat and judgment against the violent. The reading is a simple review 

of human history. Those individuals or groups who have tried to live and work for holiness, 

peace and justice, are a public insult to those whose interests are opposite. Who is this “him” 

we hear of in today’s reading, who trusts in God? That person has so many names of our own 

times and past centuries as well. Sir Thomas More, Nelson Mandela, Rosa Parks, Jean Do-

navan, Oscar Romero, Pope John Paul II and the list goes backwards and forwards. Inno-

cence is a brilliant light to those who live in the darkness of violent indulgence and a soft 

comforting glow to those whose simplicity is gently lived. The Gospel for today continues the 

theme begun in last weekend’s liturgy. Jesus has to say what He feels will happen if He per-

sists in living His personal truth. By teaching and healing and simply being, He insults those for 

whom self-importance is absolutely absolute. Jesus knows the ways of this world and speaks 

to his friends in words they do not yet understand. Actually, after hearing what Jesus says 

about His coming, suffering and death, they indulge in a group discussion on the topic of 

their own personal importance. So Jesus challenges their way of thinking by telling them that 

the most important person is the one who serves others. He takes a little child in His arms and 

says, “do no harm.” The word “innocent” comes from the Latin word ”nocere” that is ”to 

harm”, so an “in-nocent” person is one who would do no harm. The first rule or commitment 

of a doctor is to be innocent and thereby attempt to heal. Jesus’ innocence is His divine 

love, which not only forgives, but also desires to continue and bring to healing the entirety of 

God's creation. Most of us know how we have lost our innocence. We have a personal histo-

ry of doing harm to ourselves, to others, to creation and to God’s kingdom of love. It is em-

barrassing for us to recall how our words and actions have reflected attitudes which harm 

others for our own benefit. We also have lost our innocence by being harmed. Our pictures 

of who we are have been scratched or have had damaging acids applied to them by the 

words and gestures of others. Losing our innocence, whether actively or passively, always in-

volves some form of sin. But it is God’s Will that we, ever so slowly, appreciate the person 

each of us is in God’s loving eyes In closing, when Jesus answers the question about which 

one is the most important, He replied that the most important will be the last of all and the 

servant of all. Here is the center of it all then. If we are last, because of having been harmed 

and remain injured by our choices or fears, then we are not last, but lost. It is in allowing our-

selves to be healed that we will serve Christ’s healing touch in the scratched and dented 

lives of others. God bless and keep you. Shalom.  





THANK YOU FOR BEING A NEIGHBOR 

Refugees often flee their homes at a moment’s notice. They arrive at our airport with few  
belongings and high hopes for the future. Welcome Kits provide the basic items people need as 
they begin a new journey in our community. 
 
The St. Francis of Assisi Peace and Justice Circle would appreciate your support in building 
“Back to School Kits” for elementary children. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL KIT 

• Backpack 

• Black Sharpie, highlighters 

• Earbuds/Headphones 

• Spiral notebook (wide rule) 

• Composition notebook (wide rule) 

• Markers, crayons or colored pencils 

• Pointed scissors 

• Pencil sharpener with catcher 

• Black Expo markers 

• $25 Gift card(s) to Dollar Tree, Amazon, Walmart, Winco or Target in a separate envelope 

• Welcome note for a refugee family 

 

There is a basket in the Peace and Justice cubicle for donations from  

September 26th to October 10th. 

 

We will deliver these kits to World Relief for our new Afghan neighbors. 

YOUR GENEROSITY IS SO APPRECIATED! 

 

Questions: Contact Jean Walters 939 4333, Renee Lewis 995 3898 or Stella McDonald 327 3634. 



Lisa Weaver 
Matthew Weaver 
Wendy Sandner 

Mary Ann Herrmann 
Pat Bauer 

Chandler Bennett 
 
 

 
 
 

Norb & Bev Lollis—57 years 
Al & Gina Greco—46 years 

Frank Rose,  Don & 

Mary DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, 

Kathy Bromley, Rita 

Loft,  Ramona Jones, 

Marylin Connolly-

Overbey, Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull, Mike 

Arcondizzy, MaryAnn Forcier, Gary Turnbull, 

Brian Chandler, Marlene Weller, Joyce  

Johnson, Helen Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, 

Jan Martin, Manny Baumbauer, Lindsey Fry, 

Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, Mike  

Wojohowski, & Fran Hattenburg 

 

BLESSING OF THE 

PETS 

October 3rd@1pm 

Outside the church 

Every Tuesday  

1pm 

In the Conference room 

FYI … 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Women’s Club 

Christmas Brunch  

and Tablescape Event.   
 

A tablescape is combining your  

table’s centerpiece and place settings,  

or the overall decoration of a table. 

 

You may prepare a tablescape for your  

invited guests or group or sponsor a table for 

others to join.  

 

You do not need to sponsor a tablescape to  

enjoy the brunch and other activities.  Your  

Christmas tablescape may be an elaborate 

setting or a casual one.   

 

We are looking forward to you joining us  

at this fun holiday event.  

 
 December 4, 2021 

10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 

St. Francis Parish Hall  

4404 N. Jefferson St. 

Spokane, WA  

 

Menu: Quiche, Cinnamon roll, and fruit cup 

Cost: $12:00 

 

Reservations for your group or yourself will be 

taken in October.  If you have any questions 

call Renee at 509-995-3898 or Anita Smith at 

509-218-0059 

 

Don’t forget the Christmas Shop at the  

Christmas Brunch!  We are still looking for  

donations of new craft items.   

 

We will be getting together in November to fill 

the gift jars.   

 

Questions?  Call Lorraine at 509-217-6828 


