
 

 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday:              5:00pm 
Sunday:        10:00am(8:00am Poor Clares) 
M,T,Th,F:        8:00am in the church 
Wednesday:  8:00am at the Poor Clares 
Holy Days:        8:00am and 7:00pm 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thurs. 8:30am till 3pm  
 

Reconciliation                                                                                                    
Saturdays-3:30-4:30 or by appt. 
 

Anointing of the Sick                                                                    
Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 
 

Baptism   
This sacrament is usually administered during 
mass.  Parental preparation is required.  
 

Marriage 
The Parish requires couples planning to be  
Married to contact the parish at least 6 months in  
advance. 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor:                   Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 
 

Parish Staff 
Office Manager:     Anitra Turney 
Rel. Ed. Director:     Tammie Fabien 
Maintenance:            Brian Sandner 
 

Choir Directors 
Saturday:            Mary Lou Bentley 
Sunday:                 Betty Ross  
 

Parish Councils 
Pastoral Council:     Dave Verry   
Finance Council:      Wendy Sandner    
 

Parish Committees and Organizations 
Liturgy Committee: Rotating chair 
Women’s Club:  Anita Smith & Geri Wasson 
 

Parish Website: stfrancisofassisispokane.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish  
is a Catholic family of Christians gathered  

together by the Holy Spirit, with the liturgy 
and the sacraments being the center of our life.  

We follow in the footsteps of St. Francis of  
Assisi by striving to live the Gospel message 
in joy.  We are called to minister through our 

special gifts; to enhance the dignity of  
persons, with a vision of peace. 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Parish 
1104 W. Heroy Spokane, WA. 99205  

Parish Phone (509) 325-1321 Friary Phone 509-326-0421 ext 201 
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9:00am to 12:00pm 

December 4th 2022 



GOSPEL MEDITATION -  

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

Second Sunday Advent 2022 

For six years I lived with a priest from Iraq. His hospitality was amazing. Every single morning, 
he would greet me with gracious words and a friendly tone. “Father, good morning! It’s good to 
see you, my friend!” He never stopped doing it, even though we lived in the same house for years. 
It was remarkable, and I never forgot it. 

It’s not easy to welcome those we live with, is it? Familiarity, grudges, resentments, fatigue, and 
distractions gunk up our daily interactions. Saint Paul says in Romans 15:7, “Welcome one anoth-
er, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” How has Christ welcomed 
us? With mercy, tenderness, joy, and above all, love … not because we deserve it, but “for the 
glory of God.” 

New year challenge: This morning, how did you greet the first three persons you encountered? If 
you’re like me, it was a bit routine, token, and love-less. I invite you this week to increase the 
love with which you greet people — especially if you see them every day. Instead of saying, 
“Hey” try “Good morning, beautiful.” Instead of “Hi” try “It’s really good to see you, how are 
you?” and so on. Above all, greet them with love. That’s how the Lord welcomes us. 

— Father John Muir 
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Blessed Advent to you all! 
 

Today we continue the "joyful expectation" of the birth of Christ in history, the present, and the 

future. Today we hear the words of John the Baptist calling people of his time to repentance. 

Now, this baptism that John was calling people to is not the same baptism that we Christians 

celebrate. However, John's baptism is at the root of our Christian baptism. John's baptism had 

its roots in the "oblation washing" of the Jewish people before undertaking anything of great 

importance. 
 

Christian baptism is a sacrament to wash away original sin so as to enter sinless into the Chris-

tian community. It is the one sacrament that is celebrated by all Christians, even those Chris-

tians who are not in communion with Rome. 
 

Johns enjoins us to "prepare the way of the Lord." His call is to be taken in the widest sense. This 

preparation is a personal preparation, and is also a communal preparation. We are called to 

make sure we are ready to meet the Lord, and this means that we need to make a difference 

in the world to make it better, to make it more peaceful, and to make it more just. We are 

called to protect each other's dignity and share of our abundance with others so that each 

may live a life that is centered on helping others. 

Prepare the way!  

LPi 



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
December 8th —Mass @ 8am & 7pm 

 

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE 
Saturday, December 10th 10am 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 
December 24th, 5pm 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 
December 25th, 10am 

 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
JESUS MARY AND JOSEPH 

December 30th, 8am Mass 
 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
December 31st, 5pm Mass 

GET YOUR RAFFLE TICKETS!! 
The Women’s Club is having a raffle! 

Items to be raffled are  
 

• Vintage Doll House 
• Handmade Quilt  

• Family Fun gift basket  
 

$2 Tickets are being sold after both  
masses this weekend and next! 

Items will be on display in the hall during coffee 
and donuts, and then also at the Christmas Party 
on Dec 17, after which the winners will be drawn.  

 

Family Fun Night 

PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Potluck Dinner 
 

December 17th  
after the 5pm Mass 

 

 
Please bring a dish to 

share and your 
Christmas Spirit! 

WOMEN’S HEARTH  
COLLECTION 

This year Peace and Justice 
will be collecting these items for 

The Women's Hearth. Please 

feel free to leave them in the back of the 

church at the Peace & Justice area.  

Deadline for donations will be  

December 11th to ensure their delivery to 

the ladies. Thank you for your help for this 

amazing program. 
Women's Hearth Needs: 

• Adult pull-ups (sizes S-XL) 

• Bus passes (2-hr) 

• Colored pencil packs 

• Deodorant 

• Flashlights 

• Hand & foot warmers 

• Journals (lined/blank) 

• Make-up (new/unused) 

• Neck wallets 

• Powder laundry soap 

• Toilet paper 

• Towels (S-XL) 

• Washcloths 

• Winter gloves 

• Winter socks 

• Blankets 

• Scarves 

• Napkins 

• Paper plates



SATURDAY NIGHT  

MMONTHLY SOCIAL 
Sat. Dec. 3rd after 5p mass 

Please join us for soup &dessert! 

From our 

PEACE AND JUSTICE GROUP 

 
Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with THANKSGIVING,  
present your requests to God (Phil 4:6)  

ADVENT WREATH 
 

Question: 

What’s the story behind the Advent wreath? 

 

Answer: 

Each season in the liturgical calendar comes 

with its own local and regional rituals. During 

the Advent season, wreathes adorn church 

sanctuaries and family dining room tables. 

You may have said Advent wreath prayers in 

childhood or taken a turn lighting the  

candles. The Advent wreath is full of  

symbolism about Christ and his coming at 

Christmas. The wreath is made of evergreen 

boughs, reminding us that the life of grace 

doesn’t falter with the changing seasons. It 

always remains fresh and new. Similarly, a 

 circular wreath reminds us of the eternal, 

never-ending nature of God’s love.  

 

Candles remind us that Christ is the light of 

the world, the One who “shines in the  

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it.” We use four candles to represent each 

week of Advent. Traditionally they come in 

the liturgical colors of the season. Purple has 

historically represented penance and  

sacrifice. We see the same color for the  

season of Lent. On the third Sunday of  

Advent, however, we light a rose color. The 

priest will wear rose vestments at Mass. This is 

Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means “rejoice” 

in Latin. On the third Sunday of Advent, we’re 

roughly halfway through the season. The 

Church chooses the midpoint to remind us to 

celebrate in the midst of our anticipation! 

Whatever the color and whatever the day, 

the Advent wreath is a beautiful practice to 

focus our attention on Christ’s coming at 

Christmas. 

 

©LPi 



REGISTER OR UPDATE TODAY! 

Help us serve you better by registering with 

the parish or updating your registration.  

Registration forms are in the back of 

the church. 

If you… 
 

• Have been at the parish for awhile but 

never registered 

• Are new to the parish 

• Have had changes in your household..i.e. 

have you moved, changed your phone 

number, email or cell phone? 
 

Please take the time to fill out or update your 

registration form so we have the most up to 

date information.  The forms are completely 

confidential, they serve only to help us serve 

you better!   Once they are filled out you can 

mail them into the office or drop them in the 

collection basket.  THANK YOU! 

 
Mary Lou Bentley 

Mary Bombino 
Frances Hattenburg 

Gary Buswell 
Randy Bond 

Christina Doney 

Catholic Engaged Encounter  
Immaculate Heart Retreat Center  

 
Engaged Encounter, which is supported by both Bishop 
Daly and the Vatican, offers a unique opportunity for 
engaged couples to deepen their relationship and  
commitment to a sacramental marriage by working 
with two mentor couples and a priest in 
a retreat experience away from the  
demands of work, home and other  
distractions. Interested couples may 
register or find additional information at 
www.eespokane.org. 

BULLETIN  

DEADLINES 
Holiday deadlines for some of our 

bulletins: 

December 18th bulletin deadline 

  December 8th by 12noon 

December 25th (Christmas) Bulletin deadline 

  December 14th by 12noon 

January 1st 2023 bulletin deadline  

  December 21st by 12noon 

These deadlines are not set by me, I am sorry 

for any confusion or inconvenience. 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
The office will be closed December 26th-30th 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Every Thursday in the side chapel 

from 8:45am-3pm 

Come spend an hour with Jesus.  

Frank Rose, Florence 

Himelspach, Kathy Bromley,  

Rita Loft,  Ramona Jones,  

Marylin Connolly-Overbey, 

Kathy White, Ellen Turnbull, Mike 

Arcondizzy, MaryAnn Forcier, 

Gary Turnbull, Brian Chandler, 

Marlene Weller, Joyce Johnson, Helen  

Arnzen, Tom Bienemann, Jan Martin, Lindsey 

Fry, Sharon Stillwell, Stan Mundell, Mike  

Wojohowski, Fran Hattenburg, Anita Smith, 

Marty Greco and Stella McDonald 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI’S  

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 

PROGRESS  
for the 

 2022 Appeal our goal is $27,989 

As of November 23rd, 41 

households have donated 

$16,113.58 which is 57.6% of our 

goal. Thank you all for your 

support of the ACA.  


