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Michael Gidlewski 
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Jon Lippard 

Joanne Morris 
Jennifer Swetland 

Parish Council Members 

St. Cornelius Early Learning Center 
Abbie McCusker, Director 

Phone: (610) 459-8663 
Website: www.scornelius.org 

St. Cornelius Parish Office Hours 
Monday thru Thursday 8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday 8:00 pm to 12:00 pm Noon 

Business Manager: David Bauer 
Pastoral & Administrative Assistant: Marie McGuigan 
Office Manager: Douglas Kitson 
Parish Religious Education Program: Julie Sullivan 
Director of Music: Margie Melchiore 

Deacons:   Harry Morris • John Todor • Richard Wirth (Ret.) 

160 Ridge Rd 
Chadds Ford, PA 19317 
Phone: (610) 459-2502 

Fax: (610) 459-3942 
Web: www.saintcornelius.org 

Email: stcorn1@comcast.net       Facebook: Like us on Facebook 
Msgr. David Diamond, Pastor 

This Christmas, let us ask Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, 
to help us see in our neighbor the face of Jesus, God made man. 

St. Cornelius Parish 
   S  U  N  D  A  Y    B  U  L  L  E  T  I  N              December 25, 2022 

Saturday: Confessions 2:30 - 3:30   Vigil Mass 4:00 pm 
Sunday:  7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 4:00 pm 

Weekday Mass: 7:30 am 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday’s after morning Mass to 4 pm 

LiveStream  www.livestream.com/saintcornelius 
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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 

Christmas 
December 25, 2022 

 Among the many unique aspects of the liturgical celebrations for Christmas are the variety of Masses 
that can be celebrated on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The readings are also unique and are attached to a 
particular celebration: The Vigil Mass, Mass during the Night, Mass at Dawn and Mass during the Day. If you 
attend Mass on Christmas Day the proclamation of the gospel comes from the beautifully metaphysical poem 
from the fourth Gospel, the Prologue of John’s Gospel.  
 Each Evangelist has brought to his efforts his own insights as to the identity of Jesus. Mark begins with 
the Public Ministry. Matthew traces Jesus’ ancestry back to Abraham. Luke draws His family line to Adam. 
John to the cosmos, before time. 
 The lessons from scripture we hear proclaimed at Mass on this most holy of days depends on which 
Mass you attended. At the Vigil, we hear the story of the Infancy Narratives from Luke and Matthew. Each 
evangelist presents the story in a manner consistent with his goal of relating the story for the sake of our salva-
tion. Matthew presents Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies. Luke, also known as the Gos-
pel of the Poor, has shepherds who are the initial group of people to recognize the savior. Shepherds were mar-
ginalized in the ancient society of Jesus’ day; barely trustworthy and disconnected from the mainstream, they 
were not noble or romantic characters. If you attend Mass on Christmas morning you will hear the marvelously 
metaphysical poetry of the prologue of John’s gospel: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us.  

Because Mass on Christmas Day do not contain the stories of Christmas you might wonder: Where is 
the story of the shepherd? What about the angel visiting Joseph to convince him to take Mary as his wife. 
What about the Magi, how come we do not hear about them? No mention of the sad reception the Holy Family 
received with news of no room in the inn. Those who would suggest that the readings for the liturgy on Christ-
mas Day are not about Christmas at all.  
 They would be wrong.  
 Though the means of telling the story of the Incarnation of the Lord vary; the message is the same for 
each evangelist. Jesus, God Himself, has come into the world to set us free from that which causes us so much 
suffering. We are set free from sin and the bondage to it that had been established because of our weak human 
condition. We are now strengthened by God, empowered to live as His faithful disciple. In so doing we are 
called, and at times challenged, not simply to make the world a better place but to fashion it into his kingdom.  
 Because of what we celebrate today all things, all history, all events are different because this world 
has not only been touched by God, but God has also become one of us. There was a time when some people 
would like to think of God as the Great Clockmaker. He has wound up things in the universe and set it all in 
motion like a clock maker and now he is off in heaven somewhere watching it all unwind. This image of God 
may, you think, offer some security; keeping God at a safe distance. Our God is not removed from the human 
scene. Our God has entered humanity and become a man.  

Because of what we celebrate today we must be different. It is almost easier these Christmas days to be 
kinder, gentler and more thoughtful of others – even towards strangers. That benevolence is not unrelated to 
the Grace of the seasons; that benevolence is the result of the Grace of the season.  The glory of what we cele-
brate at Christmas calls us to be aware that because of God’s entrance into time and space we are to live like 
Him. It was St. Athanasius who said: “God became human so that humans might become God.” Rejoice and 
celebrate His love this Christmas and always.  

Best wishes for a Grace filled Christmas and a Blessed New Year for you and your family.  
Faithfully, 
 
 
Msgr. Diamond 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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New Year’s Eve 
4:00 pm 

Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

New Year’s Day 
7:30 am 

Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

9:00 am 
Celebrant: Fr. Morrissey, OSFS 

11:00 am 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

NO 4:00 pm Mass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Blaise Men’s Retreat 
Malvern Retreat House 

Feb 3 - 5, 2023 
Give 40 hours to yourself to grow your faith by attending 
the annual St Blaise Men’s Retreat at Malvern, February 
3rd to 5th, 2022. This year’s retreat is being directed by Fr 
Joseph DiMauro of St Thomas the Apostle Parish in 
Glen Mills.  
This is a great opportunity to deepen your relationship with 
the Lord, escape the busyness of life and reflect on your 
journey to heaven. Father Joe will lead us with 4 confer-
ences throughout the weekend. This retreat offers opportu-
nities to attend daily Mass, Receive the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, participate in Private Adoration along with tra-
ditional devotions such as praying the Holy Rosary, walk-
ing the Stations of the Cross, and receiving St Blaise’s 
Blessing of the Throat on Sunday morning.  
We are happy to also be featuring Mark Houck, from the 
King’s Men as our Saturday afternoon speaker. Mark’s 
ministry is devoted to helping men be “Leaders, Protectors 
and Providers”in our families and communities. He is a 
great witness to standing up for the Truth no matter even 
despite great persecution. 
Contact David Santoleri at 302-345-2637 or 
dave@santoleri.net for more information. 
Register at: https://www.malvernretreat.com/
events/st-blaise-curran-memorial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Program Starts in January! 
This Fall we gathered for our weekly TMIY meet-
ing.   We come together each Wednesday morning 
at 6:00 am for coffee, donuts, fellowship, and pro-
gram set-up.  Promptly at 6:15 am we will begin 
our program with a video followed by discussion 
and sharing.  The group then closes around 7:20 am 
in time for daily Mass at 7:30 am. 
This year's theme: "The Fight of Faith". 
If you were not able to participate in the Fall pro-
gram, no worry, the program is designed to jump in 
when you can.  The Spring 2023 schedule for our 
TMIY group can be found at  

www.saintcornelius.org/that-man-is-you. 
Our first gathering will be Wednesday, January 
11th, 2023. 
Weekly emails are sent out to participants as a re-
minder of our meeting and the topic for that 
Wednesday. 
 

All men are welcome to join this enriching 
experience of faith and fellowship. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayer Shawl Ministry… 
Come, Join US! 
Did you know that each baby baptized at St Cornelius re-
ceives a hand-made blanket made by our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry?  You are welcome to join us in this rewarding 
ministry.  We also make shawls, blankets, scarves, hats, 
mittens etc. for elderly homes, the Giving Tree and anyone 
looking for a comforting gift. 

Every 4th Monday of each month 
1:30pm to 3:00pm 

We find ourselves in need of white acrylic yarn or funding 
to help continue this wonderful ministry.  Please prayerful-
ly consider donating to our ministry or purchasing a 
“Pound of Love” or “Caron Pound” of white acrylic yarn.  
We have a basket set up in the Bethany Room, which is in 
the back of church, to offer our works and for your dona-
tions. Also, you are welcome to drop off any yarn dona-
tions to the Parish Life Center. Donations are greatly ap-
preciated. 
Shawls and blankets are available in the Bethany Room.  If 
you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Jo Shell, (610) 361-8198 
or Joanne Fonash, (610) 299-9694 
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SSG Ana Brunal 
SPC Mike Canfield 
Cpl Michael Castle 
Lt. Connor Cleary 

Fr. Joseph Coffey (Chaplain) 
Maj Robert B. Cusick, Jr. 

Capt Joshua deFreitas 
SSGT Michael DiVernieri 

Cadet Emily Fanning 
Ens Ryan Gallagher 

Sgt Eric Gardner 
Capt Matthew Gibbons 

Ens Patrick Gibbons 
Ens John Paul Gibbons 
Maj Rachel Gonzalez 
SPC Logan Hannum 

Sgt Andrew Hart 
Devin J. Hunt 

PO1 Nathan R. Keller 
Lt Lauren Kinnee 
Capt Daniel Kohli 
Capt Chris Love 

Capt Megan Love 
Sgt Jason Lyons 

Sgt Alexander Marlow 
Pfc Zachary Marlow  

LT. Cmdr Daniel McCadden 
CSM Sean McGlensey 
Capt Jonathan McGrath 
LT Molly K. McGuckin 

LCDR Ryan A. McGuckin 
Cpt Sean P. Noll 

Lt. Col Brian J. O’Shea 
Lt. Cmdr Inga O’Shea 

Maj James O’Shea 
PFC L Roland  

Capt. Neal F. Schubert 
HM3 Charles Schwartz 

Ens Nicholas Spadaccini 
MSG Thomas Stone 

Cpl Mark Truex 
Lt. Christopher Vish 
1st Lt Aidan Walsh 
Capt Jennifer Wynn 

Let us pray for our Men and Women 
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: 

Holy Hour - Join Us! 
Monday, January 2, 8:00 am 

After the 7:30 Mass, the Pro-Life Group is 
hosting a Holy Hour.  We will pray a ro-
sary for the unborn, and an end to abortion.  
We will also pray the Miraculous Medal 
Novena for the unborn.  There will be time 
for silent prayer. The hour will close at ap-
proximately 9:00 am. 

Look for this event monthly on 
the first Monday of the month. 

HEED THE CALL 
VOCATION OFFICE FOR 
DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 

Visit our website 
WWW.HeedTheCall.org 

Adult Choir Invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Adult Choir is looking for new members to help us 
raise a joyful noise. If you enjoy singing, we would love to 
have you become a member of our group! No experience 
reading music or singing in a choir? No problem. Singers 
of all experience levels are welcome to participate. We 
practice once a week on Wednesday nights from 7-8pm.  
Sing for the Saturday evening Mass at 4pm and the Sunday 
9am Mass. Please contact Margie  Melchiore at 
m.melc@verizon.net or Teresa McColey at Tere-
sa.mccoley@gmail.com.  Please consider joining a very 
special group of people! 

In a world that can be void of meaning and leave young 
adults restless and dissatisfied, Young Catholic Profes-
sionals Philadelphia brings together young professionals 
in their 20s and 30s into a community of belonging, sup-
port, and encouragement at all stages of your faith jour-
ney.  Young Catholic Professionals empowers and 
equips you to live your Catholic faith through everyday 
work and to perform all work with excellence for the 
glory of God. 
Our patron saint is Saint Joseph the Worker.  Our mis-
sion calls upon the intercession of Saint Joseph the 
Worker, a simple carpenter who reminds us of the im-
portance of stillness, reflection, and prayer.  
Young Catholic Professionals mission is to challenge, 
train, and inspire young adults working in various pro-
fessional careers to work in witness for Christ.  For more 
information go to our local Philadelphia website at 
www.ycpphiladelphia.org/cpages/home 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Chosen Fathers 
A ministry of Mutual Support for 

Fathers of Children with Special Needs 

Being a good dad day-in and day-out is not an easy task. 
Yet raising children with special needs can make father-
hood even more challenging. 
We invite fathers of children with physical, mental, senso-
ry, or emotional challenges to our monthly meetings aimed 
at enabling dads to follow Christ’s example of love, pa-
tience, mercy and service in raising and supporting their 
children. 

3rd Tuesday of every month 
7:30 - 8:45 pm 

Please call the gentlemen below with questions about 
meeting location as it can change from month to month 
depending on group size. 

Joe Howard (610) 458-7831; jchoward72@aol.com 
or Liam Dempsey (610) 390-9076; liam@LBdesigns.tv 

Helping Hands 
and Hearts 

This ministry offers temporary help (meals, errands, 
etc.) to individuals and families in need!  If you are 
aware of someone in need or would like to be a vol-
unteer helper, please contact Marilyn Gustin at 
mgustin05@gmail.com (484) 732-8842. 
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December 18, 2022 
Offertory was not available 

at the time of printing 

The Sunday collection is very important 
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties.  So, if you are away on a Sunday, 
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church. 

In our charity, let us pray 
for the repose of the soul of 

Joseph Fedena 
Husband of Caroline Fedena 

Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord. 
May he rest in peace. 

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

APPEAL 2022 
catholiccharitiesappeal.org 

Monsignor’s 
Thursday Email 

Msgr. Diamond’s weekly Thursday Email is a popular 
weekly news letter for our parishioners.  Currently there 
are over 1035 people who receive his email each Thurs-
day afternoon.  If you would like to be on our distribu-
tion list, please call the office at (610) 459-2502 or send 
your request to be added to our distribution at  

Stcorn1@comcast.net. 

The Nativity of the Lord 
December 25, 2022 

The mind of Christ is to be 
learned in the family.  Strength of 
character may be acquired at 
work,  but beauty of character is 
learned at home. 

—Henry Drummond 

Giving Hope to a Struggling Communuity 
“During the pandemic, I found myself unemployed and in 
need of food. I had never struggled like this before; I have an 
Art and Business Degree and never knew what it was like to 
feel hungry. One cold day I was walking the streets in my com-
munity, Kensington, in search of a hot cup of coffee. I stum-
bled upon the Community Center at Visitation, and my life 

completely changed. They 
took me in, served me coffee 
and a meal. I lived in this 
neighborhood for 15 years 
and didn’t know they existed. 
I kept coming back each day, 
and they offered me a job 
working in maintenance. I 
wanted to be part of this 
community and help people 

in need, as the food pantry helped me when I was in need.  
People in this area are struggling. They need food to survive, 
and the food pantry at the Community Center helps so many 
people who have nowhere else to turn. Kensington is a rough 
neighborhood, and most people in this area live below the 
poverty line and cannot afford the high food prices. We are 
deeply in need in Kensington, and without help from the Cath-
olic Charities Appeal, we will not be able to survive. Just a 
little bit can make a great difference to this community. Please 
give with your heart and help provide hope to those who des-
perately need it.” 

 - Patrick, Visitation Community Center Food Pantry, 
Maintenance Worker  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Page Six           December 25, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Good Neighbor to the Homeless 
Opportunity to help a homeless family! 

Saint Cornelius has four families who are serving as a sup-
port team for a local family experiencing homelessness. 
They have received training with Bridge of Hope and have 
been assigned a family to serve as good neighbors. Bridge 
of Hope provides case management for the vulnerable 
family and guidance for the volunteers, who meet with the 
family regularly. 
Our St. Cornelius team and the family we support attended 
a Christmas party this past Saturday given by the Chester 
County Bridge of Hope. The children had fun with crafts, 
reindeer games, hot cocoa, goodies, and a visit from Santa 
himself! Santa read stories and handed out a gift for each 
child, as well as gift cards to allow the parents to choose 
presents for their children and to purchase a Christmas 
meal. The blessings of the Christmas season were truly 
evident to all! If you have any questions, please email col-
leenmz@hotmail.com or call 610-361-9412 

 St. Cornelius 
Early Learning Center 

The St .  Cornel iu s 
Li terary Socie ty 

For the book enthusiasts we have a new selection set in the 
16th century.  The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell.  
Nestle in with your favorite tea, coffee or cocoa and place 
yourself in Renaissance Italy! 
Florence, the 1550s. Lucrezia, third daughter of the grand 
duke, is comfortable with her obscure place in the palazzo: 
free to wonder at its treasures, observe its clandestine 
workings, and devote herself to her own artistic pursuits. 
But when her older sister dies on the eve of 
her wedding to the ruler of Ferrara, Modena 
and Reggio, Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly 
into the limelight: the duke is quick to request 
her hand in marriage, and her father just as 
quick to accept on her behalf. 
Lucrezia must now enter an unfamiliar court 
whose customs are opaque and where her 
arrival is not universally welcomed. Perhaps 
most mystifying of all is her new husband himself, Alfonso. 
Is he the playful sophisticate he appeared to be before their 
wedding, or the ruthless politician before whom even his 
formidable sisters seem to tremble? 
As Lucrezia sits in constricting finery for a painting intend-
ed to preserve her image for centuries to come, one thing 
becomes worryingly clear. In the court’s eyes, she has one 
duty: to provide the heir who will shore up the future of the 
Ferranese dynasty. Until then, for all of her rank and no-
bility, the new duchess’s future hangs entirely in the bal-
ance. 

ELC Grinch Day! 
The children at our Early Learning Center had so much 
fun at their “Grinch” Day! They started the day with the 
Grinch (aka-Mrs. McCusker) reading the story of how he 
stole Christmas. They painted the Grinch, played pin the 
heart on the Grinch and did a science activity to help 
grow the Grinch’s heart.  The children also did an awe-
some job on their writing activity, how can you make the 
Grinch smile? The children are all smiles as we prepare 
for Christmas!  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Ministry 
of Consolation 

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of people 
grieving the death of a significant person/persons in their 
lives, the ministry honors the words and example of the 
Lord Jesus: 

"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled" 
(Matthew 5:4). 

A team of three St. Cornelius church members have been 
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the Con-
solation Ministry. 
On January 21, 2023, the Consolation Group will meet at 
the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from 2:30pm to 
3:30pm. 

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions 
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180. 
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The Faith Community 

Nurse  
Holistic Health Ministry 

On request, Faith Community Nurses are 
making home visits to families who may be experienc-
ing medical or social difficulties.  The nurses confiden-
tially address the needs holistically through bringing 
with them prayers from the parish, a knowledge of the 
medical field and process for providing support.  If you 
know of anyone in the parish or beyond who would 
benefit from these services, please email:  
stcfcn@gmail.com.  Contact person is Joan Holliday, 
RN/FCN at (610) 717-2180. 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  
AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Deacon Richard Wirth, Lawrence Ramunno, Carolyn Duffy, 
Richard Arthur, Carleen Peters, Marian Short, Bob Alexander, 
Matthew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Cindy Ficca, Jack Bozzuffi, 
Carol McKnight, Paul Lucas, Carla Santoleri, Richard Mec-
carrielli, Edward Field, Judy Field, Bob Grant, Joyce Monaco, 
Matthew Hurst, Leonard Smith, Jr., Gary Hampton, Jim Wa-
ters, Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, Sean Mulvey, 
George Butler, Margaret Butler, Patricia Wells, Kathy Wil-
liams, Michael Gibbons, William Grant,  Shirley Masse, Ellen 
Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Elizabeth Kephart, Tina Lan-
dis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Joseph Spetzer, III, Anne Spet-
zer, Michelle Dillione, Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Kylee 
Dougherty, Dave and Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie 
May McGrath, Vicki Wojdak, Deacon Clem McGovern, An-
drea Bateman, Brandon Heacock, Brittany Lott, Nancy 
Young, Peyton Lott, Billy Lott, Nanci Ehmer, Peggy Peters, 
Paul McEneaney, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell, Virginia Piergiovan-
ni, Ellie McCreight, Ellie Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael 
McKinnen, Connie Carney, Eugene Monaco, Luke Post, Jim 
Buckley, Jerome Lienhard, Mary Rose Salisbury, Margery 
Butler, Charlotte Kensicki, Jim Barr, Jerome Lichard, Lisa 
Winkleblech, Aaron Winkleblech, Patricia Butler 

 
 
 

 

Online Giving is an easy and convenient way to save 
time and support St. Cornelius Parish. Donating is 
simple, safe, and completely secure. 
With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly or 
monthly transaction using your checking, savings, or 
credit card account. You can decide how much to 
give to the offertory and make changes any time, day 
or night.  Plus, you can leave your checkbook at 
home on Sundays. 
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please 
visit 
https://saintcornelius.weshareonline.org 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about the program or would like help set-
ting up your account, please call our par-
ish office at (610) 459-2502. 

WeShare accepts the following means of contribu ng 
debit card • credit card • checking & savings account 

WeShare Online Giving 

2023 Calendars: Pilgrims on a Journey 
Be sure to pick up your 2023 calendar, located in the back 
of church near the Christmas tree.   
These calendars offer beautiful  
images of cathedrals throughout  
France.  Feast and saints days,  
holy days of obligation as  
well as Sunday liturgical Colors 
are indicated.  Each month a prayer 
is provided during our journey through 
2023. 

Church Contributions 
Parishioners who would like a statement of their 
2022 contributions must call the Parish Office during 
business hours at (610) 459-2502, or Email the 
office at stcorn1@comcast.net. 
 

December contributions made using WeShare 
will be posted by January 15th, 2023. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. PATRICK CEMETERY 
We have completed the seasonal cleanup of our cemetery.  
The last Friday of every month we will do a cleanup of the 
grave sites.  All items that have been placed on the graves 
in violation of our "Rules & Regulations" will be removed.  
The items will be placed outside the garage for one month.  
If after a month the items have not been retrieved by a 
family member, we will dispose of them. 
St. Patrick Cemetery is a sacred 
place.  We ask for your cooperation 
in following the "Rules & Regula-
tions" that are in place.  For a copy 
of the "Rules & Regulations", please 
contact St. Patrick Parish at  
(610) 444-4364. 

St. Patrick 
Cemetery 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of 
the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for Communion with 

Christ and the rest of the Church. 
Join us for Adoration on Friday 
mornings after Mass.  You are 

welcome to visit anytime during the day 
until we repose the Blessed Sacrament 

at 4:00 PM. 
If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday, 

there will be NO exposition. 

You can contact Mrs. Sullivan at 
stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 

the PREP office (610) 459-7723 

We would like to take a moment to wish all of our 
PREP families a Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Healthy New Year.  Please enjoy this time with your 
family. 
If you have any questions about any of our PREP pro-
grams, please contact Julie Sullivan at  

stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Merry Christmas to all of the 
members of our Youth Group 
and their families.  We hope 
you enjoy the holiday season 
together and look forward to 
coming together in the new 
year!. 
Children's liturgy of the Word: 
We will welcome the children back in the new year 
beginning January 8th and the 9 am Mass when we 
resume the Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 
If you are interested in helping with this program, 
please reach out to Julie Sullivan at. 

stcornprep@scornelius.org 

Come & See Weekends 
December 2022 through March 2023 

Come & See Weekends offer men 
(high school and above) who are dis-
cerning a call to the priesthood a 
chance to get away, meet other men on 
a similar journey, and find a place of 
quiet to listen to God speak. 
Held throughout the year, these week-
ends include Mass, praying the Litur-
gy of the Hours with the seminarians, 
Holy Hours, talks on discernment and 
vocations, and time for recreation with 
the seminarians. 
There is no cost to attend these weekends, which include a single room 
and all meals. The first Come & See Weekends of the Academic Year 
will be held in October (see dates below). For more information and to 
register for a particular weekend, please visit Heedthecall.org/
ComeandSee or contact Fr. Friel at fr.dfriel@archphila.org. 

HIGH SCHOOL MEN POST-HIGH SCHOOL MEN 
January 28-29, 2023 

February 25-26, 2023 
February 10-12, 2023 

March 10-12, 2023 

 

 

 
If your investment portfolio has appreciated assets, a 
great way to reduce your taxes and donate to the 
church is to gift St. Cornelius appreciated invest-
ments.  If you do have appreciated investments, Saint 
Cornelius is able to accept stocks and mutual funds 
as a charitable contribution through TD Ameritrade. 
For further information, please contact David P. 
Bauer, the business manager for the church, at 
610-459-2502. 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish. 

Charitable Giving 
Through Appreciated 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Weekly Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass 
The Nativity of the Lord 

Reading:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29;  
 Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25] 
 Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13; Ti 2:11-14;  
 Lk 2:1-14 
 Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12; 
 Ti 3:4-7;  Lk 2:15-20 
 Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;  
 Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14] 

Monday 7:30 AM 
St. Stephen  

Intention:  Gertrude Grabowski 
Reading:  Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,  
 16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22 

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
St. John 

Intention:  Marie Diamond 
Reading:  1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
 Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
The Holy Innocents  

Intention:  Jodi Arkus 
Reading:  1 Jn 1:5 - 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 

Thursday 7:30 AM 
St. Thomas Becket  

Intention:  Stephen Clancy, Sr. 
Reading:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:36-40  

Friday 7:30 AM 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph  

Intention:  Michael Cunningham 
Reading:  Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 [12-17];  
 Ps 128:1-5; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
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TABERNACLE CANDLES 
In memory of James Albany and Gertrude 

Grabowski, Req. by Phyllis Albany 

PILGRIM STATUE 
12 - 25 - 2022 Mary Chuchman 
01 - 01 - 2023 Open 
01 - 08 - 2023 Open 

The second half of the year 
still has several openings. 

Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 
for more information. 

YOUR GIFT 
MEANS THE WORLD 

TO MILLIONS 
IN NEED 

For nearly 75 years, CRS has been providing expertise 
and compassion to the very poorest of our brothers and 
sisters in more than 100 countries. Your donation to Cath-
olic Relief Services will feed hungry families, provide 
health care and clean water in remote villages, help farm-
ers to grow better crops, protect orphans and vulnerable 
children, and allow for an immediate response to emer-
gencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

share more compassion 
You can do even more for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Will you please consider an additional gift of 
compassion? 
Go to https://gifts.crs.org and make your  
gift of life to those who need it most 

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
In response to the latest Integrated Food Security 
Phase Classification (IPC) report, Catholic  
Relief Services is warning of worsening food  
insecurity in Somalia while urging donors to do  
more to prevent the crisis from escalating.  
“What we’re seeing on the ground is beyond  
tragic,” said Rebecca Hallam, CRS’ country  
representative for Kenya and Somalia. “People are dying 
from starvation, many of whom are women and children.” 
According to the latest re-
port, which stops short of 
declaring famine, more 
than 5.6 million people are 
facing acute food insecuri-
ty, including more than 
200,000 people facing cat-
astrophic food shortages. 
Despite ongoing aid ef-
forts, the report states that 
the underlying crisis has 
not improved, and that 
more “appalling” outcomes have only been temporarily 
averted. Please visit www.crs.org for more information 
and to see how you can help! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD 
 On this day of gifts and gift‑giving, it seems ap-
propriate that we take a moment to reflect on the great 
gift of God’s Word. Because it is creative, God’s 
Word always points to its author, always calls us to 
respond. Because it is powerful, God’s Word can link 
the sublime with the ridiculous, the transcendent with 
the immanent, the divine with the human. Because it is 
graceful, God’s Word establishes a relationship of 
deep intimacy between us and God. 
 At the heart of God’s Word lies a tantalizing ten-
sion between the mysterious and the mundane. In our 
liturgical celebration, this unresolved tension both re-
veals the meaning of life for us and calls us to re-
spond, to act upon that meaning. 
 Once accepted and opened, the gift of God’s Word 
is a gift that keeps on giving and keeps on calling us to 
give in return. It dares us to be like the gift‑giver and 
to become gifts for others, not only at Christmas, but 
at every moment of life. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 An old joke asks, “What time is Midnight Mass?” 
The answer is not really obvious, since Christmas is 
unique in having several distinct celebrations. The 
readings and prayers vary greatly from hour to hour. 

The Vigil Mass hinges on the family heritage of Jesus 
and his origins. The concept of “midnight” predates 
clock time, and really has to do with a celebration in 
the hours of darkness. Years ago, it was not possible 
to receive Communion without fasting for a full day, 
so the late hour of this Mass made it possible for the 
people to receive. The first Mass after sunrise, the 
Mass at Dawn, was once known as “The Shepherds’ 
Mass,” and later Masses set aside stories of Jesus’ 
birth to focus on the key to the day’s celebration: John 
the Evangelist’s majestic theology of Christ’s identity 
as the Word made flesh, dwelling among us. One 
feast, four separate Masses. Only monasteries manage 
the whole round. Parishioners typically take just one 
entry point into the mystery. Yet there is much to sa-
vor and celebrate in the coming of Christ into the 
world. Christmas is not a day, but a season. You still 
have two weeks to send those Christmas cards before 
you’re officially late! 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

For All Your Real Estate & Mortgage Buying & Selling Needs
Call Karen Johnson & Damian Gallagher

Karen Johnson
Patterson-Schwartz

Real Estate
Office 302.429.4500

Cell 610.357.6922
KJohnson@PSRE.com

Damian Gallagher
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS #128828 | Licensed by PA, DE & NJ
Departments of Banking & Insurance

604 Yorklyn Road #1, Hockessin, DE 19707
O 302.239.0600 | C 302.388.2578

Damian@MortgageBankAmerica.com
MyMortgageAmerica.com/Damian

NMLS #128501
Licensed by PA Dept of Banking

Licensed by NJ Dept of Banking & Insurance
Licensed by DE State Bank Commissioner

PA4240

Heating Oil ■ Propane
Furnaces ■ Boilers ■ Air Conditioners

Sales / Service / Installation
“Our Roots are here, others only have Branches”

CALL TODAY FOR A PRICE QUOTE

610.692.3388    www.ShellerOil.com

Steve Scanlon, Proprietor
Free Estimates on New Heating/AC Systems

Fully Insured • Boothwyn, PA 19061
610-485-4173    www.sdmechanicals.com

10 % DISCOUNT FOR PARISHIONERS!

Andrew Pratt, DMD
Kate Cavanaugh, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Placement 

and Restoration
Zoom Bleaching System
Welcoming New Patients

Chaddsford Professional Ctr.
610-558-5699

“Ceremonies as special as the life they are commemorating”
 250 West state st., Kennett square

 610-444-4116
 Keely W. Griffin, supervisor

  www.kuzoandfoulkfh.com  Funerals  •  Cremation • Monuments •  Celebrant  Ser vices

COME OVER TO OUR BANK!
FOR ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS!

Competitive rates on Home Equity Loans.

 Convenient hours: M.-W. Th. Fr. Sat.
  9-4 9-5 9-6 10-1

100 Ridge Road, Chadds Ford -- 610-361-8790

3333 Concord Road, Aston -- 610-497-1800

3 State Road, Media -- 610-565-7044
Member FDIC
www.iwsb.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Academic support, private transportation, and before and after care.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
THROUGH 8TH GRADE

302-475-5370
2120 Veale Road, Wilmington, DE 19810

www.stedmondsacademy.org

Town & Country

Pat Harvey
610-563-8811 

www.patharvey.com
patharvey@comcast.net

1479 Wilmington Pike
West Chester, PA 19382

ELECTRICAL
994-3400

Trouble shooting & Repairs • Service Upgrades
Switches • Outlets • Lighting •Appliance Circuits

SECURITY
994-5400

Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Access Control

www.delcollo.com  Residential • Commercial • Institutional  Established 1975

ROOFING
GUTTERS
& SIDING

1-888-827-2001
PA080483

EXPERTS IN:
• Heating
• Cooling
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Remodeling

Serving the Delaware Valley since 1971
Joe Oliver, Founder      Member of Parish

484-477-4032 • OliverHeatCool.com

Raymond J. Falzone, JR.
Attorney at Law

• Wills & Estates 
• Elder Law

• Personal Injury
• Real Estate

Fox Hill Farm Resident—610-892-8900 Parishioner

www.falzonelaw.com

(302) 475-0466 (302) 764-8666

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 Foulk Rd. Garnet Valley, PA 19060
Across from Booth’s Corner Farmers Market
PA: 610-485-6200    Peter B. Pagano, Jr., Owner/Supervisor

*ON*
*SITE*

CREMATORY

PULLMAN PLUMBING, INC.
Complete Plumbing Services

Toilet and Leaks Repaired

Drain Cleaning • Well Systems

(610) 558-3338 - (302) 475-1316

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/goPA

331 Wilmington Pike, Suite 5

Glen Mills, PA   610-358-0600
www.SwiatekOrtho.com

Concordville Town Centre
Dental

Comprehensive Dental Services 
for the Whole Family

Dr. Douglas A Filidore
      Dr. Matthew J. Miller
610-459-3644
www.concordvilledental.com
Concordville Town Centre
Routes 1 and 322
Glenn Mills, PA

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Is there a more meaningful and joyful 
time than Christmas? 
On December 25, we observe the Solemnity of the Na-
tivity of the Lord. Since the fourth century, Christians 
have marked this day as the beginning of the Christ-
mas season. 
Second only to Easter, Christmas is one of the most 
important days in the Church. The Nativity tells the 
story of Jesus’s birth in Bethlehem. Because there was 
no room at any of the inns due to the census, Jesus, the 
savior of the world, was born in a stable. After Jesus’s 
birth, Angels proclaimed him as a savior for all, and 
shepherds went to the stable to adore him. 
In the 40 days before Christmas, the faithful partici-
pate in Advent, a time of spiritual cleansing and prepa-
ration for the birth of Jesus.  
The Nativity of Jesus celebrates the incarnation of 
God, which means that he came to earth to live as a 
man and undo the damage caused by the fall of the 
first man, Adam.  
And this is the crux of why we celebrate Christmas: 
because it allowed us to receive God’s grace. There is 
nothing we can do to earn salvation. None of us will 
measure up. And yet, God offers his grace as a free 
gift. 
Christmas serves as a reminder that God continues 
to love us, no matter what we do or who we  
are. It is not about acting the right way, or  
always doing the right thing. God’s love is  
constant. It is unconditional. 

Matthew 2:10 says that when the shepherds saw the 
star proclaiming the savior’s birth, “they rejoiced ex-
ceedingly with great joy.” 
As Christians, we can share in this great joy. Joy does 
not refer to “happiness at all times.” Happiness is 
fleeting, and depends on circumstances. There are 
many Christmases where it feels there is nothing to be 
happy about. 
However, joy is something that comes from God. We 
experience joy because of what God has done for us, 
and is sustained by him. Only sin can remove joy from 
our lives. 
Will you feel that kind of joy this Christmas? Are you 
able to rejoice exceedingly with great joy, not matter 
the circumstances? 
Joy is available to all Christians. We can pray for it 
and acknowledge the Holy Spirit’s presence in our 
lives. We need only ask for this kind of endless joy.  
This Christmas, we pray that you experience the joy of 
the Lord in your life and are able to praise God for the 
many gifts he has given you. On behalf of Sunday 
Mass at Mercy Home, we wish you a very merry 
Christmas! 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

Joy 
to the  
World 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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