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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 

The Octave Day of Christmas 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 
 Have any big plans for this new year? You know that old saying: If you want to make God laugh, tell 
Him your plans. In writing that, I am not dismissing the need for planning, careful and well thought out, inclu-
sive of others with concern for them. Do you think Moses and Paul and Mary and Joseph were planners? If 
you have been paying attention throughout the Christmas celebrations, you probably realized that the plans the 
Holy Family had in place did not pan out. But what did come about was something even more wonderful than 
they could have planned or imagined. That something is Jesus. 
 Let us fast forward to the Easter Vigil and make a connection with the New Year’s Day liturgy of the 
Word. St. Paul writes to the Galatians: When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to ransom those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
We have been ransomed; we have been freed by God’s intervention on our behalf. At the Easter Vigil 
during the proclamation of the great prayer of praise, The Exultet, the ancient writer wrote of God acting 
on our behalf: “O wonder of your humble care for us! O love, O charity beyond all telling, to ransom a slave 
you gave away your Son!” Do we realize the freedom we enjoy as sons and daughters of our God? 
 Freedom is essential to the life of a disciple. We must be free to respond to the invitation given to us by 
Jesus. We have already accepted that invitation, to be disciples of Christ Jesus. The gospel can be composed of 
a variety of realities. The gospel is both an invitation and a challenge. Think about your own life. Anything 
you have achieved required the application of effort. When I began my graduate studies at the Catholic Uni-
versity of America, the first class I was required to take was statistics. I never liked math and thought myself a 
very poor mathematician. Using a classic approach to education, the prof had us take a pre-test. As it turned 
out the pre-test was from a 9th grade algebra class. After taking the test and scoring it I came to the realization 
that I had no business in a graduate school program. By the time I had graduated I had taken six statistics 
courses and I loved every one of them. 

It took a lot of effort to tackle those math courses. I’ve said before that I believe the word disciple and 
discipline have the same root. They both require effort. Responding to the gospel also requires effort and mak-
ing the effort gives us freedom. The world in which we live, our contemporary society, would easily confuse 
freedom with licentiousness, satisfying our every desire. That attitude, embraced and lived, cannot lead to free-
dom. With that mindset we very quickly become subjects to our wants and then we are no longer in control 
because we have given over control to our appetites.  
 As this year opens people are inclined to make the infamous New Year’s resolution. These usually in-
volve efforts at self-improvement. Many are willing to take out a membership to a gym but rarely follow 
through for more than a few visits. Lose weight. Good luck with that. How about trying spiritual resolutions 
this year. Begin your day with a time for prayer. Not an hour, start out small. Create a prayer corner in your 
home by moving a crucifix or an icon or a statue of our Blessed Mother to a specific place in you home. Get to 
confession more frequently. Join the men’s gospel reflection group on Wednesday morning or the group that 
meets on Wednesday, That Man is You. Try Walking with Purpose or the Thursday morning Scripture Study 
Group. Pack sandwiches for the Loaves and Fishes. Make a casserole for St. John’s Hospice. Look into Help-
ing Hearts and Hands and be a part of that effort. Bridges of Hope, Young Catholic Professionals and the many 
other ministerial opportunities that appear each week in our bulletin. 
 Be intentional about your spiritual life. We are not members of a contemplative community, but con-
templation and intentionality can strengthen our resolve to live in a manner consistent with the call we have 
received to be faithful disciples of Jesus.  

The opportunity to do good for yourself and others is there and opportunity does not knock at your 
door, it knocks at your teeth. 
Faithfully, 

Msgr. Diamond 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St Blaise Men’s Retreat 
Malvern Retreat House 

Feb 3 - 5, 2023 
Give 40 hours to yourself to grow your faith by attending 
the annual St Blaise Men’s Retreat at Malvern, February 
3rd to 5th, 2023. This year’s retreat is being directed by Fr 
Joseph DiMauro of St Thomas the Apostle Parish in 
Glen Mills.  
This is a great opportunity to deepen your relationship with 
the Lord, escape the busyness of life and reflect on your 
journey to heaven. Father Joe will lead us with 4 confer-
ences throughout the weekend. This retreat offers opportu-
nities to attend daily Mass, Receive the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, participate in Private Adoration along with tra-
ditional devotions such as praying the Holy Rosary, walk-
ing the Stations of the Cross, and receiving St Blaise’s 
Blessing of the Throat on Sunday morning.  
We are happy to also be featuring Mark Houck, from the 
King’s Men as our Saturday afternoon speaker. Mark’s 
ministry is devoted to helping men be “Leaders, Protectors 
and Providers”in our families and communities. He is a 
great witness to standing up for the Truth no matter even 
despite great persecution. 
Contact David Santoleri at 302-345-2637 or 
dave@santoleri.net for more information. 
Register at: https://www.malvernretreat.com/
events/st-blaise-curran-memorial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Program Starts in January! 
This Fall we gathered for our weekly TMIY meet-
ing.   We come together each Wednesday morning 
at 6:00 am for coffee, donuts, fellowship, and pro-
gram set-up.  Promptly at 6:15 am we will begin 
our program with a video followed by discussion 
and sharing.  The group then closes around 7:20 am 
in time for daily Mass at 7:30 am. 
This year's theme: "The Fight of Faith". 
If you were not able to participate in the Fall pro-
gram, no worry, the program is designed to jump in 
when you can.  The Spring 2023 schedule for our 
TMIY group can be found at  

www.saintcornelius.org/that-man-is-you. 
Our first gathering will be Wednesday, January 
11th, 2023. 
Weekly emails are sent out to participants as a re-
minder of our meeting and the topic for that 
Wednesday. 
 

All men are welcome to join this enriching 
experience of faith and fellowship. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary chose life for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us imitate Mary, by giving our yes to God, 
and let us speak up for the unborn and an end to abortion. Say yes to this work of mercy by attending the January 20, 
2023 March for Life.  
This year we are invited to join St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, on their bus. We will leave from and return to St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, 430 Valleybrook Rd, Glen Mills, PA. 
♦ The bus will depart from the St. Thomas parking lot right after their 8 am Mass. We will return by 8 pm.  
♦ A minimal donation of $15 per person is requested. 
♦ A program of speakers and other events begin at noon at the National Mall.  The March begins at 1 pm.  
For more information on how you can speak for the unborn and an end to abortion by making the trip to DC for the 2023 
March, please contact Donna Wroblewski at (610) 715-4641 or Teresa Santoleri at (302) 345-7867.  

To join our St. Cornelius Pro-Life Committee, please email Michelle at Michelle@purebread.com. 

Pro-Life Committee 
SAVE THE DATE 

Friday, January 20, 2023  
MARCH FOR LIFE 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayer Shawl Ministry… 
Come, Join US! 
Did you know that each baby baptized at St Cornelius re-
ceives a hand-made blanket made by our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry?  You are welcome to join us in this rewarding 
ministry.  We also make shawls, blankets, scarves, hats, 
mittens etc. for elderly homes, the Giving Tree and anyone 
looking for a comforting gift. 

Every 4th Monday of each month 
1:30pm to 3:00pm 

We find ourselves in need of white acrylic yarn or funding 
to help continue this wonderful ministry.  Please prayerful-
ly consider donating to our ministry or purchasing a 
“Pound of Love” or “Caron Pound” of white acrylic yarn.  
We have a basket set up in the Bethany Room, which is in 
the back of church, to offer our works and for your dona-
tions. Also, you are welcome to drop off any yarn dona-
tions to the Parish Life Center. Donations are greatly ap-
preciated. 
Shawls and blankets are available in the Bethany Room.  If 
you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Jo Shell, (610) 361-8198 
or Joanne Fonash, (610) 299-9694 
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Let us pray for our Men and Women 
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: 

Holy Hour - Join Us! 
Monday, January 2, 8:00 am 

After the 7:30 Mass, the Pro-Life Group is 
hosting a Holy Hour.  We will pray a ro-
sary for the unborn, and an end to abortion.  
We will also pray the Miraculous Medal 
Novena for the unborn.  There will be time 
for silent prayer. The hour will close at ap-
proximately 9:00 am. 

Look for this event monthly on 
the first Monday of the month. 

HEED THE CALL 
VOCATION OFFICE FOR 
DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 

Visit our website 
WWW.HeedTheCall.org 

Adult Choir Invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Adult Choir is looking for new members to help us 
raise a joyful noise. If you enjoy singing, we would love to 
have you become a member of our group! No experience 
reading music or singing in a choir? No problem. Singers 
of all experience levels are welcome to participate. We 
practice once a week on Wednesday nights from 7-8pm.  
Sing for the Saturday evening Mass at 4pm and the Sunday 
9am Mass. Please contact Margie  Melchiore at 
m.melc@verizon.net or Teresa McColey at Tere-
sa.mccoley@gmail.com.  Please consider joining a very 
special group of people! 

In a world that can be void of meaning and leave young 
adults restless and dissatisfied, Young Catholic Profes-
sionals Philadelphia brings together young professionals 
in their 20s and 30s into a community of belonging, sup-
port, and encouragement at all stages of your faith jour-
ney.  Young Catholic Professionals empowers and 
equips you to live your Catholic faith through everyday 
work and to perform all work with excellence for the 
glory of God. 
Our patron saint is Saint Joseph the Worker.  Our mis-
sion calls upon the intercession of Saint Joseph the 
Worker, a simple carpenter who reminds us of the im-
portance of stillness, reflection, and prayer.  
Young Catholic Professionals mission is to challenge, 
train, and inspire young adults working in various pro-
fessional careers to work in witness for Christ.  For more 
information go to our local Philadelphia website at 
www.ycpphiladelphia.org/cpages/home 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Chosen Fathers 
A ministry of Mutual Support for 

Fathers of Children with Special Needs 

Being a good dad day-in and day-out is not an easy task. 
Yet raising children with special needs can make father-
hood even more challenging. 
We invite fathers of children with physical, mental, senso-
ry, or emotional challenges to our monthly meetings aimed 
at enabling dads to follow Christ’s example of love, pa-
tience, mercy and service in raising and supporting their 
children. 

3rd Tuesday of every month 
7:30 - 8:45 pm 

Please call the gentlemen below with questions about 
meeting location as it can change from month to month 
depending on group size. 

Joe Howard (610) 458-7831; jchoward72@aol.com 
or Liam Dempsey (610) 390-9076; liam@LBdesigns.tv 

Helping Hands 
and Hearts 

This ministry offers temporary help (meals, errands, 
etc.) to individuals and families in need!  If you are 
aware of someone in need or would like to be a vol-
unteer helper, please contact Marilyn Gustin at 
mgustin05@gmail.com (484) 732-8842. 
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The Sunday collection is very important 
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties.  So, if you are away on a Sunday, 
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church. 

December 18, 2022 
WeShare eGiving   $8,407.00 
Envelope Offering $14,074.50 
   $22,481.50 

“For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be.” 

Luke 12:34 

Monsignor’s 
Thursday Email 

Msgr. Diamond’s weekly Thursday Email is a popular 
weekly news letter for our parishioners.  Currently there 
are over 1035 people who receive his email each Thurs-
day afternoon.  If you would like to be on our distribu-
tion list, please call the office at (610) 459-2502 or send 
your request to be added to our distribution at  

Stcorn1@comcast.net. 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God     
January 1, 2023 

Mary is full of grace. 
She is a sure refuge for us 
in times of temptation 
   -Pope Francis 

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

APPEAL 2022 
catholiccharitiesappeal.org 

GIVING HOPE TO ALL 
“Help one another. 
This is what Jesus 

teaches us. This is what 
I do. And I do it with 

my heart.” 
-Pope Francis 

 
 
 

Now is the time to help one another. This is the time when we 
must answer God’s most important call. Our strength as faith-
ful Christians has always been and will always be our devo-
tion to our Catholic faith and community. Join the thousands 
who have already given the gift of hope this year by support-
ing the Catholic Charities Appeal. We cannot do this vital 
work without you.  
When you support the Catholic Charities Appeal, it means that 
a special needs student has access to a quality Catholic educa-
tion designed to meet his or her individual needs. It means that 
through Nutritional Development Services, the hungry are 
nourished through one of the many food pantries across the 
region. It means Newman Centers in the Archdiocese can help 
form and lead college students to become the future of our 
Catholic community. A gift to the Appeal supports over 180 
beneficiary organizations and programs, and every dollar do-
nated goes to life-saving critical care. Please donate to the 
Catholic Charities Appeal today. Your gift matters.  

The Parish office will  
re-open for the  
New Year on 

Tuesday, January 3rd 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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A Good Neighbor to the Homeless 
Opportunity to help a homeless family! 

Saint Cornelius has four families who are serving as a sup-
port team for a local family experiencing homelessness. 
They have received training with Bridge of Hope and have 
been assigned a family to serve as good neighbors. Bridge 
of Hope provides case management for the vulnerable 
family and guidance for the volunteers, who meet with the 
family regularly. 
Our St. Cornelius team and the family we support attended 
a Christmas party this past Saturday given by the Chester 
County Bridge of Hope. The children had fun with crafts, 
reindeer games, hot cocoa, goodies, and a visit from Santa 
himself! Santa read stories and handed out a gift for each 
child, as well as gift cards to allow the parents to choose 
presents for their children and to purchase a Christmas 
meal. The blessings of the Christmas season were truly 
evident to all! If you have any questions, please email col-
leenmz@hotmail.com or call 610-361-9412 

 St. Cornelius 
Early Learning Center 

The St .  Cornel iu s 
Li terary Socie ty 

For the book enthusiasts we have a new selection set in the 
16th century.  The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell.  
Nestle in with your favorite tea, coffee or cocoa and place 
yourself in Renaissance Italy! 
Florence, the 1550s. Lucrezia, third daughter of the grand 
duke, is comfortable with her obscure place in the palazzo: 
free to wonder at its treasures, observe its clandestine 
workings, and devote herself to her own artistic pursuits. 
But when her older sister dies on the eve of 
her wedding to the ruler of Ferrara, Modena 
and Reggio, Lucrezia is thrust unwittingly 
into the limelight: the duke is quick to request 
her hand in marriage, and her father just as 
quick to accept on her behalf. 
Lucrezia must now enter an unfamiliar court 
whose customs are opaque and where her 
arrival is not universally welcomed. Perhaps 
most mystifying of all is her new husband himself, Alfonso. 
Is he the playful sophisticate he appeared to be before their 
wedding, or the ruthless politician before whom even his 
formidable sisters seem to tremble? 
As Lucrezia sits in constricting finery for a painting intend-
ed to preserve her image for centuries to come, one thing 
becomes worryingly clear. In the court’s eyes, she has one 
duty: to provide the heir who will shore up the future of the 
Ferranese dynasty. Until then, for all of her rank and no-
bility, the new duchess’s future hangs entirely in the bal-
ance. 

We LOVED our Polar Express day!~ The children and 
teachers wore their Christmas pajamas to school to get into 
the full experience. We had a train ticket punched, received 
our magic bell, and had hot 
chocolate and popcorn as we 
watched the movie together. 
It is amazing watching the 
magic of Christmas through 
our children’s eyes. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Ministry 
of Consolation 

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of people 
grieving the death of a significant person/persons in their 
lives, the ministry honors the words and example of the 
Lord Jesus: 

"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled" 
(Matthew 5:4). 

A team of three St. Cornelius church members have been 
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the Con-
solation Ministry. 
On January 21, 2023, the Consolation Group will meet at 
the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from 2:30pm to 
3:30pm. 

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions 
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180. 
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The Faith Community 

Nurse  
Holistic Health Ministry 

On request, Faith Community Nurses are 
making home visits to families who may be experienc-
ing medical or social difficulties.  The nurses confiden-
tially address the needs holistically through bringing 
with them prayers from the parish, a knowledge of the 
medical field and process for providing support.  If you 
know of anyone in the parish or beyond who would 
benefit from these services, please email:  
stcfcn@gmail.com.  Contact person is Joan Holliday, 
RN/FCN at (610) 717-2180. 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  
AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Deacon Richard Wirth, Lawrence Ramunno, Carolyn Duffy, 
Richard Arthur, Carleen Peters, Marian Short, Bob Alexander, 
Matthew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Cindy Ficca, Jack Bozzuffi, 
Carol McKnight, Paul Lucas, Carla Santoleri, Richard Mec-
carrielli, Edward Field, Judy Field, Bob Grant, Joyce Monaco, 
Matthew Hurst, Leonard Smith, Jr., Gary Hampton, Jim Wa-
ters, Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, Sean Mulvey, 
George Butler, Margaret Butler, Patricia Wells, Kathy Wil-
liams, Michael Gibbons, William Grant,  Shirley Masse, Ellen 
Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Elizabeth Kephart, Tina Lan-
dis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Joseph Spetzer, III, Anne Spet-
zer, Michelle Dillione, Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Kylee 
Dougherty, Dave and Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie 
May McGrath, Vicki Wojdak, Deacon Clem McGovern, An-
drea Bateman, Brandon Heacock, Brittany Lott, Nancy 
Young, Peyton Lott, Billy Lott, Nanci Ehmer, Peggy Peters, 
Paul McEneaney, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell, Virginia Piergiovan-
ni, Ellie McCreight, Ellie Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael 
McKinnen, Connie Carney, Eugene Monaco, Luke Post, Jim 
Buckley, Jerome Lienhard, Mary Rose Salisbury, Margery 
Butler, Charlotte Kensicki, Jim Barr, Jerome Lichard, Lisa 
Winkleblech, Aaron Winkleblech, Patricia Butler 

 
 
 

 

Online Giving is an easy and convenient way to save 
time and support St. Cornelius Parish. Donating is 
simple, safe, and completely secure. 
With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly or 
monthly transaction using your checking, savings, or 
credit card account. You can decide how much to 
give to the offertory and make changes any time, day 
or night.  Plus, you can leave your checkbook at 
home on Sundays. 
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please 
visit 
https://saintcornelius.weshareonline.org 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about the program or would like help set-
ting up your account, please call our par-
ish office at (610) 459-2502. 

WeShare accepts the following means of contribu ng 
debit card • credit card • checking & savings account 

WeShare Online Giving 

2023 Calendars: Pilgrims on a Journey 
Be sure to pick up your 2023 calendar, located in the back 
of church near the Christmas tree.   
These calendars offer beautiful  
images of cathedrals throughout  
France.  Feast and saints days,  
holy days of obligation as  
well as Sunday liturgical Colors 
are indicated.  Each month a prayer 
is provided during our journey through 
2023. 

Church Contributions 
Parishioners who would like a statement of their 
2022 contributions must call the Parish Office during 
business hours at (610) 459-2502, or Email the 
office at stcorn1@comcast.net. 
 

December contributions made using WeShare 
will be posted by January 15th, 2023. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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ST. PATRICK CEMETERY 
We have completed the seasonal cleanup of our cemetery.  
The last Friday of every month we will do a cleanup of the 
grave sites.  All items that have been placed on the graves 
in violation of our "Rules & Regulations" will be removed.  
The items will be placed outside the garage for one month.  
If after a month the items have not been retrieved by a 
family member, we will dispose of them. 
St. Patrick Cemetery is a sacred 
place.  We ask for your cooperation 
in following the "Rules & Regula-
tions" that are in place.  For a copy 
of the "Rules & Regulations", please 
contact St. Patrick Parish at  
(610) 444-4364. 

St. Patrick 
Cemetery 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of 
the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for Communion with 

Christ and the rest of the Church. 
Join us for Adoration on Friday 
mornings after Mass.  You are 

welcome to visit anytime during the day 
until we repose the Blessed Sacrament 

at 4:00 PM. 
If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday, 

there will be NO exposition. 

You can contact Mrs. Sullivan at 
stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 

the PREP office (610) 459-7723 

Happy New Year to all of the members of our Youth 
Group and their families.  We hope you enjoyed the 
holiday season together and look forward to coming 
together in the new year!  Please mark your calendars 
for a joint game night with our friends at St. Thomas 
the Apostle on January 22nd.  More information to 
come. 
 
If you have an suggestions of events, please contact 
Julie Sullivan at 

stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Happy New Year to all of the 
members of our Youth Group 
and their families.  We hope 
you enjoy the holiday season 
together and look forward to 
coming together in the new 
year! 
Children's Liturgy of the Word: 
Happy New Year to all of you!  We hope you have 
had a wonderful holiday together with your families.  
We look forward to having the children join us again 
on January 8th. 

stcornprep@scornelius.org 

Come & See Weekends 
January 2023 through March 2023 

Come & See Weekends offer men 
(high school and above) who are dis-
cerning a call to the priesthood a 
chance to get away, meet other men on 
a similar journey, and find a place of 
quiet to listen to God speak. 
Held throughout the year, these week-
ends include Mass, praying the Litur-
gy of the Hours with the seminarians, 
Holy Hours, talks on discernment and 
vocations, and time for recreation with 
the seminarians. 
There is no cost to attend these weekends, which include a single room 
and all meals. The first Come & See Weekends of the Academic Year 
will be held in October (see dates below). For more information and to 
register for a particular weekend, please visit Heedthecall.org/
ComeandSee or contact Fr. Friel at fr.dfriel@archphila.org. 

HIGH SCHOOL MEN POST-HIGH SCHOOL MEN 
January 28-29, 2023 

February 25-26, 2023 
February 10-12, 2023 

March 10-12, 2023 

 

 

 
If your investment portfolio has appreciated assets, a 
great way to reduce your taxes and donate to the 
church is to gift St. Cornelius appreciated invest-
ments.  If you do have appreciated investments, Saint 
Cornelius is able to accept stocks and mutual funds 
as a charitable contribution through TD Ameritrade. 
For further information, please contact David P. 
Bauer, the business manager for the church, at 
610-459-2502. 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish. 

Charitable Giving 
Through Appreciated 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Weekly Mass Schedule 
 
 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass 
Solemnity of Mary, 

the Holy Mother of God 
The Start of A New Year! 

Reading:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; 
 Lk 2:16-21 

Monday 7:30 AM 
Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 

Intention:  Rosemarie Kehoe 
Reading:  1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28  

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Intention:  Edward O’Malley 
Reading:  1 Jn 2:29 - 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34  

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Intention:  Frances Cunningham 
Reading:  1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42  

Thursday 7:30 AM 
St. John Neumann 

Intention:  Kevin Sullivan 
Reading:  1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 4:14-22a  

Friday 7:30 AM 
St. André Bessette 

Intention:  Arthur McGuigan 
Reading:  1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; 
 Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 
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PILGRIM STATUE 
01 - 01 - 2023 Open 
01 - 08 - 2023 Open 
01 - 15 - 2023 Open 
The new sign up sheet for 2023 is now 
available. Feel free to pick your dates. 
Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 

for more information. 

YOUR GIFT 
MEANS THE WORLD 

TO MILLIONS 
IN NEED 

For nearly 75 years, CRS has been providing expertise 
and compassion to the very poorest of our brothers and 
sisters in more than 100 countries. Your donation to Cath-
olic Relief Services will feed hungry families, provide 
health care and clean water in remote villages, help farm-
ers to grow better crops, protect orphans and vulnerable 
children, and allow for an immediate response to emer-
gencies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

share more compassion 
You can do even more for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Will you please consider an additional gift of 
compassion? 
Go to https://gifts.crs.org and make your  
gift of life to those who need it most 

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
This time of year, as we reflect on the migration of the 
Holy Family, we encourage you to say a prayer  
for families everywhere, especially those who 
are on the move, seeking safety. Visit  
www.crs.org to see how you can help! 
 
"I would also like to draw attention to the tens of thou-
sands of children who migrate alone, unaccompanied, to 
escape poverty and violence: This is a category of mi-
grants from Central America and Mexico itself who cross 
the border with the United States… This humanitarian 
emergency requires, as a first urgent measure, these chil-
dren be welcomed and protected." ~ Pope Francis 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE BLESSING WE RECEIVE 
 The blessing we experience in Christ Jesus is pro-
claimed in Numbers as the special blessing for the 
people of Israel. They and we are to be blessed by the 
invocation of God’s loving kindness, the shining glory 
of God’s face turned toward us in love, not away from 
us in anger. We are blessed by God’s own peace!  
 Our wish and our hope are fulfilled in this bless-
ing, which is made visible in the coming of Jesus. In 
Jesus, the image of the invisible God, God’s face is 
shown to us and God’s presence is made known to us 
in faithful and loving kindness. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 “Octave” comes from the Latin word for “eight,” 
and since eight is one step beyond seven, the number 
of days in a week, it has long been seen as a symbol of 
perfection, completion, and new beginnings. Early 
Christians called Sunday the “eighth day,” since it was 
the day after the Sabbath and a day of resurrected life, 
the Lord’s Day. By the seventh century, people re-
garded the eight days after Easter Sunday as one great 
day, an octave, one glorious feast when people were 
forbidden to fast or kneel. In the seventh century, Pen-
tecost acquired an Octave, too. Christmas didn’t claim 

the honor of a continuous feast, but it did get an Oc-
tave Day. January 1 is the oldest Marian feast, the Oc-
tave of Christmas. It was originally a feast of the 
motherhood of Mary, although for centuries until 1969 
it was called the Feast of the Circumcision. Our re-
formed calendar follows the earlier tradition of cele-
brating Mary as Mother of God. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

For All Your Real Estate & Mortgage Buying & Selling Needs
Call Karen Johnson & Damian Gallagher

Karen Johnson
Patterson-Schwartz

Real Estate
Office 302.429.4500

Cell 610.357.6922
KJohnson@PSRE.com

Damian Gallagher
Senior Loan Officer

NMLS #128828 | Licensed by PA, DE & NJ
Departments of Banking & Insurance

604 Yorklyn Road #1, Hockessin, DE 19707
O 302.239.0600 | C 302.388.2578

Damian@MortgageBankAmerica.com
MyMortgageAmerica.com/Damian

NMLS #128501
Licensed by PA Dept of Banking

Licensed by NJ Dept of Banking & Insurance
Licensed by DE State Bank Commissioner

PA4240

Heating Oil ■ Propane
Furnaces ■ Boilers ■ Air Conditioners

Sales / Service / Installation
“Our Roots are here, others only have Branches”

CALL TODAY FOR A PRICE QUOTE

610.692.3388    www.ShellerOil.com

Steve Scanlon, Proprietor
Free Estimates on New Heating/AC Systems

Fully Insured • Boothwyn, PA 19061
610-485-4173    www.sdmechanicals.com

10 % DISCOUNT FOR PARISHIONERS!

Andrew Pratt, DMD
Kate Cavanaugh, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Placement 

and Restoration
Zoom Bleaching System
Welcoming New Patients

Chaddsford Professional Ctr.
610-558-5699

“Ceremonies as special as the life they are commemorating”
 250 West state st., Kennett square

 610-444-4116
 Keely W. Griffin, supervisor

  www.kuzoandfoulkfh.com  Funerals  •  Cremation • Monuments •  Celebrant  Ser vices

COME OVER TO OUR BANK!
FOR ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS!

Competitive rates on Home Equity Loans.

 Convenient hours: M.-W. Th. Fr. Sat.
  9-4 9-5 9-6 10-1

100 Ridge Road, Chadds Ford -- 610-361-8790

3333 Concord Road, Aston -- 610-497-1800

3 State Road, Media -- 610-565-7044
Member FDIC
www.iwsb.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Academic support, private transportation, and before and after care.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
THROUGH 8TH GRADE

302-475-5370
2120 Veale Road, Wilmington, DE 19810

www.stedmondsacademy.org

Town & Country

Pat Harvey
610-563-8811 

www.patharvey.com
patharvey@comcast.net

1479 Wilmington Pike
West Chester, PA 19382

ELECTRICAL
994-3400

Trouble shooting & Repairs • Service Upgrades
Switches • Outlets • Lighting •Appliance Circuits

SECURITY
994-5400

Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Access Control

www.delcollo.com  Residential • Commercial • Institutional  Established 1975

ROOFING
GUTTERS
& SIDING

1-888-827-2001
PA080483

EXPERTS IN:
• Heating
• Cooling
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Remodeling

Serving the Delaware Valley since 1971
Joe Oliver, Founder      Member of Parish

484-477-4032 • OliverHeatCool.com

Raymond J. Falzone, JR.
Attorney at Law

• Wills & Estates 
• Elder Law

• Personal Injury
• Real Estate

Fox Hill Farm Resident—610-892-8900 Parishioner

www.falzonelaw.com

(302) 475-0466 (302) 764-8666

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 Foulk Rd. Garnet Valley, PA 19060
Across from Booth’s Corner Farmers Market
PA: 610-485-6200    Peter B. Pagano, Jr., Owner/Supervisor

*ON*
*SITE*

CREMATORY

PULLMAN PLUMBING, INC.
Complete Plumbing Services

Toilet and Leaks Repaired

Drain Cleaning • Well Systems

(610) 558-3338 - (302) 475-1316

Pennsylvania

CatholicMatch.com/goPA

331 Wilmington Pike, Suite 5

Glen Mills, PA   610-358-0600
www.SwiatekOrtho.com

Concordville Town Centre
Dental

Comprehensive Dental Services 
for the Whole Family

Dr. Douglas A Filidore
      Dr. Matthew J. Miller
610-459-3644
www.concordvilledental.com
Concordville Town Centre
Routes 1 and 322
Glenn Mills, PA

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Octave of Christmas falls on 
New Year’s Day. Given the fact 
that the pagans used to celebrate 
this day through dissolute activities 
and superstition, the ancient Church 
helped believers begin the new year 
with a “new spirit” through the 
practice of days of fasting and pen-
ance. In 431, during the Council of 
Ephesus that concluded on 22 June, 
the dogma of faith regarding 
“Mary’s divine maternity” was de-
clared. Thus, in 1931, on the Coun-
cil’s 15th centenary, Pope Pius XI 
established the liturgical feast that 
we already find celebrated in the 
7th century. It is a day laden with 
meaning and contains many mes-
sages: the Octave of Christmas re-
calls the day Jesus was circumcised 
and given His name, it is the So-
lemnity of Mary, the Mother of 
God, and it is also the day on which 
the World Day of Peace is celebrat-
ed (established by Pope Saint Paul 
VI in 1968). 
There truly are many messages to 
be received on this first day of the 
year. We are invited to learn from 
the Virgin Mary to “keep” the 
Word in our hearts, and to ask our-
selves what the Lord Jesus wants to 
say to us as the days go by, know-
ing that God’s blessing always ac-
companies us, as the First Reading 
from Numbers reminds us. 
The shepherds went in haste to 
Bethlehem and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the infant lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they 
made known the message that had 
been told them about this child. All 
who heard it were amazed by what 

had been told them by the shep-
herds. And Mary kept all these 
things, reflecting on them in her 
heart. Then the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, just as it 
had been told to them. When eight 
days were completed for his cir-
cumcision, he was named Jesus, the 
name given him by the angel before 
he was conceived in the womb (Lk. 
2:16-21). 
The birth of the Child in 
Bethlehem 
Luke’s text does not recount any-
thing striking. The unique and cen-
tral event that he could have re-
counted has already taken place-the 
birth of the Child the angels had 
announced as Savior and Christ, the 
Lord (Lk. 2:11). We heard that 
Gospel during the Mass at Dawn on 
Christmas Day. 
The Shepherds and the pe-
ripheries of the world 
The first people the angels brought 
their tidings to were shepherds. 
They were the first who “went in 
haste” (Lk 2:16), running to the 
stable to “see this thing that has 
taken place” (Lk. 2:15). As we saw 
on Christmas, Jesus was not born in 
Jerusalem. Let us not forget that 
John the Baptist would later preach 
in the desert and the people went 
out to him, not to the temple in Je-
rusalem (Gospel of the Second Sun-
day of Advent). Since the first to 
come were shepherds, we can see in 
them representatives of other ex-
cluded types: sinners, those who 

had to maintain a distance. These 
were the people towards whom Je-
sus would manifest particular atten-
tion to the point that Jesus would 
respond: “I have not come for the 
healthy, but for the sick; I have not 
come for the righteous, but for sin-
ners” (cf. Mt. 9:13; consistent with 
1 Sam. 16:1-13 and the call of King 
David who was with the sheep). 
The shepherds arrived at the stable, 
saw the Baby and “made known the 
message that had been told 
them” (Lk. 2:17). 
Mary, the Theotokos 
Mary is the Mother of God because 
she is the Mother of Jesus, true God 
and true Man. Because of this, she 
more than anyone else can lead us 
to her Son, for no other like her 
knows who Jesus is, and no one 
knows how to relate with Him as 
well as she does. Mary is the Moth-
er who, on hearing the shepherd’s 
words, understood immediately that 
the Child was not just “her Son”. 
“My mother and my brothers are 
those who hear the word of God 
and put it into practice” Jesus 
would say one day (Lk. 8:19-21). 
She, who for nine months had 
borne Him in her womb, knew how 
to listen to everyone the Lord al-
lowed her to meet: the shepherds, 
the magi, Simeon and Anna…
because each of them would 
“reveal” something about Jesus’ 
identity and mission. 

   MARY,  
  THE HOLY 
    MOTHER 
   OF GOD 
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