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Saturday: Confessions 2:30 - 3:30   Vigil Mass 4:00 pm 
Sunday:  7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 4:00 pm 

Weekday Mass: 7:30 am 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday’s after morning Mass to 4 pm 

LiveStream  www.livestream.com/saintcornelius 

Behold, the Lamb of God, 
   who takes away 
the sin of the world. 

John 1:29 
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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 15, 2023 

 We begin hearing from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians today. For the next several weeks, lead-
ing up to the beginning of Lent, we will gain insights into the community, the early church, Paul himself and 
how these early believers were attempting to fully understand the meaning of their baptism. Paul founded the 
Church in Corinth, and his correspondence demonstrates his keen interest in their welfare and how they are 
responding to the invitation that they, like us, have received to be disciples of the Lord Jesus. 
 Anybody who writes anything has a purpose in writing. Whether it is your Last Will and Testament or 
a shopping list as you prepare to pick up the weekly food order, you have a purpose in writing. St. Paul also 
had a purpose in writing. He founded the Church in Corinth and true to his practice, he followed their progress, 
or regress, by letter. Corinth had a terrible reputation in the ancient world. It was the crossroads of several cul-
tures, playing host to all sort of religions and philosophies. It was one of the most important cities in ancient 
Greece, was destroyed by the Romans in the middle of the 2nd century BC and rebuilt in 44 BC serving as the 
capital of the Province of Greece in the Roman Empire. So bad was the reputation of Corinth that the noun for 
a woman of Corinth (Corinthazai) was synonymous with the vulgar word for prostitute. Into that cesspool of 
immorality Paul began to preach Jesus. 
 He labored in Corinth for a year and a half establishing the church, winning converts and preach-
ing the gospel. Evidently, he received word that the Corinthians were not living up to the standards that 
Paul established for them. There were four specific issues that Paul addressed in this the first of two epis-
tles to that Christian community. The first was the issue of factions within the community. For it has been 
reported to me about you, my brothers, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you. I mean that each 
of you is saying, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to 
Christ.” (1:11-12) Sadly Paul did not slay that divisive monster and factions have been a problem in the 
Church and in society at large seemingly forever. We can never quite settle the issue. 
 The second issue is one of sexual morality. It appears that a member of the community married his fa-
ther’s wife (cf. 5:1ff). In all probability the man did not marry his biological mother but probably his stepmoth-
er. That was legal within Roman law but which is peculiar and unacceptable to a Christian whose morality 
should be of a standard higher than a pagan. The final topic St. Paul addresses is a theological question about 
the resurrection of the dead (cf. chapter 15).  
 The final topic, which actually is addressed third, is the celebration of the Eucharist. It seems that the 
Corinthians were getting it all wrong. It appears that the members of the early church would gather in the 
home of another member of the community for the celebration of the agape, the love feast, the Eucharist. But 
before the celebration of the Eucharistic meal began there was a regular meal. That was where the trouble 
emerged. Paul had heard that some people were overindulging in food and drink while others went hungry. 

When you meet in one place, then, it is not to eat the Lord’s supper, for in eating, each one goes 
ahead with his own supper, and one goes hungry while another gets drunk. Do you not have 
houses in which you can eat and drink? Or do you show contempt for the church of God and 
make those who have nothing feel ashamed? What can I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this 
matter I do not praise you.  

This sets the stage for Paul to deliver one of the earliest statements about the Eucharist. Paul describes 
the Eucharist in such a way as to give the impression he was there for the Last Supper. He was not there. 
But within 20 years the practice of celebrating the Eucharist had become so firmly established with in the 
Church that Paul’s teaching reflected the practice of the Eucharistic celebrations.  
 In 2008-2009 Our Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI, of late happy memory, gave us the gift of the 
Year of St. Paul, encouraging the faithful to read his epistles. As we enter this ordinary season of the li-
turgical year, think about that. Reflect on the benefits of studying and being with the Apostle to the Gen-
tiles. 
Faithfully, 
Msgr. Diamond 
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St Blaise Men’s Retreat 
Malvern Retreat House 

Feb 3 - 5, 2023 
Give 40 hours to yourself to grow your faith by attending 
the annual St Blaise Men’s Retreat at Malvern, February 
3rd to 5th, 2023. This year’s retreat is being directed by Fr 
Joseph DiMauro of St Thomas the Apostle Parish in 
Glen Mills.  
This is a great opportunity to deepen your relationship with 
the Lord, escape the busyness of life and reflect on your 
journey to heaven. Father Joe will lead us with 4 confer-
ences throughout the weekend. This retreat offers opportu-
nities to attend daily Mass, Receive the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, participate in Private Adoration along with tra-
ditional devotions such as praying the Holy Rosary, walk-
ing the Stations of the Cross, and receiving St Blaise’s 
Blessing of the Throat on Sunday morning.  
We are happy to also be featuring Mark Houck, from the 
King’s Men as our Saturday afternoon speaker. Mark’s 
ministry is devoted to helping men be “Leaders, Protectors 
and Providers”in our families and communities. He is a 
great witness to standing up for the Truth no matter even 
despite great persecution. 
Contact David Santoleri at 302-345-2637 or 
dave@santoleri.net for more information. 
Register at: https://www.malvernretreat.com/
events/st-blaise-curran-memorial. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Program Starts in January! 
This Fall we gathered for our weekly TMIY meet-
ing.   We come together each Wednesday morning 
at 6:00 am for coffee, donuts, fellowship, and pro-
gram set-up.  Promptly at 6:15 am we will begin 
our program with a video followed by discussion 
and sharing.  The group then closes around 7:20 am 
in time for daily Mass at 7:30 am. 
This year's theme: "The Fight of Faith". 
If you were not able to participate in the Fall pro-
gram, no worry, the program is designed to jump in 
when you can.  The Spring 2023 schedule for our 
TMIY group can be found at  

www.saintcornelius.org/that-man-is-you. 
Our first gathering was Wednesday, January 11th, 
2023.  If you didn’t make that one, please join us 
next Wednesday. 
Weekly emails are sent out to participants as a re-
minder of our meeting and the topic for that 
Wednesday. 

All men are welcome to join this enriching 
experience of faith and fellowship. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary chose life for our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us imitate Mary, by giving our yes to God, 
and let us speak up for the unborn and an end to abortion. Say yes to this work of mercy by attending the January 20, 
2023 March for Life.  
This year we are invited to join St. Thomas the Apostle Parish, on their bus. We will leave from and return to St. Thomas 
the Apostle Church, 430 Valleybrook Rd, Glen Mills, PA. 
♦ The bus will depart from the St. Thomas parking lot right after their 8 am Mass. We will return by 8 pm.  
♦ A minimal donation of $15 per person is requested. 
♦ A program of speakers and other events begin at noon at the National Mall.  The March begins at 1 pm.  
For more information on how you can speak for the unborn and an end to abortion by making the trip to DC for the 2023 
March, please contact Donna Wroblewski at (610) 715-4641 or Teresa Santoleri at (302) 345-7867.  
If you are not able to attend the March in Washington, please join us in the church for the recitation of the Rosary for the 
unborn. 

To join our St. Cornelius Pro-Life Committee, please email Michelle at Michelle@purebread.com. 

Pro-Life Committee 
SAVE THE DATE 

Friday, January 20, 2023  
MARCH FOR LIFE 
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Let us pray for our Men and Women 
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: 

Lorraine Felicione 

Welcome to the Parish! 

HEED THE CALL 
VOCATION OFFICE FOR 
DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 

Visit our website 
WWW.HeedTheCall.org 

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

APPEAL 2022 
catholiccharitiesappeal.org 

Adult Choir Invitation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Adult Choir is looking for new members to help us 
raise a joyful noise. If you enjoy singing, we would love to 
have you become a member of our group! No experience 
reading music or singing in a choir? No problem. Singers 
of all experience levels are welcome to participate. We 
practice once a week on Wednesday nights from 7-8pm.  
Sing for the Saturday evening Mass at 4pm and the Sunday 
9am Mass. Please contact Margie  Melchiore at 
m.melc@verizon.net or Teresa McColey at Tere-
sa.mccoley@gmail.com.  Please consider joining a very 
special group of people! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thousands sought Jesus during his life. 
Only a few followed him to Calvary 

What will you do? 
Come walk with Jesus this Lent and experience the un-
conditional love he has for you in a new parish program, 
No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk Through Christ’s 
Passion. In five weekly sessions starting February 24, 
we will walk side-by-side with him on his journey from 
the agony in the garden to his crucifixion on Calvary. 
Along the way, we will come to a deeper understanding 
of Jesus as a real person, who suffered and died for us so 
that we can have eternal life.  
No Greater Love is a biblical pilgrimage developed by 
Ascension Press that reveals Christ’s amazing love for 
us. Every step of the way we will unpack Old Testament 
prophecies, messianic expectations, and connections to 
our Catholic faith, to gain a greater appreciation of 
God’s immeasurable love for each one of us. 
Through readings, workbook questions, and small group 
discussions, we will delve into the ways Jesus is inviting 
us to walk more closely with him today. Each week will 
also include an engaging video presented by best-selling 
author Dr. Edward Sri and filmed on locations in the 
Holy Land – so you will see the actual locations where 
Christ’s passion occurred. 
The program will run Fridays, February 24 through 
March 24, from 10 – 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Life Cen-
ter. Pre-registration is required. There is a $29.00 materi-
als fee that covers the book “No Greater Love” by Ed-
ward Sri, the companion workbook, and year-long online 
access to the videos. For more information or to register 
contact parishioner Jean Wysocki at 215-240-0873 or 
ajwysocki2@verizon.net.  Come walk with Jesus. 



Chosen Fathers 
A ministry of Mutual Support for 

Fathers of Children with Special Needs 

Being a good dad day-in and day-out is not an easy task. 
Yet raising children with special needs can make father-
hood even more challenging. 
We invite fathers of children with physical, mental, senso-
ry, or emotional challenges to our monthly meetings aimed 
at enabling dads to follow Christ’s example of love, pa-
tience, mercy and service in raising and supporting their 
children. 

3rd Tuesday of every month 
7:30 - 8:45 pm 

Please call the gentlemen below with questions about 
meeting location as it can change from month to month 
depending on group size. 

Joe Howard (610) 458-7831; jchoward72@aol.com 
or Liam Dempsey (610) 390-9076; liam@LBdesigns.tv 

Helping Hands 
and Hearts 

This ministry offers temporary help (meals, errands, 
etc.) to individuals and families in need!  If you are 
aware of someone in need or would like to be a vol-
unteer helper, please contact Marilyn Gustin at 
mgustin05@gmail.com (484) 732-8842. 
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The Sunday collection is very important 
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties.  So, if you are away on a Sunday, 
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church. 

January 8, 2023 
WeShare eGiving   $6,363.00 
Envelope Offering $23,373.00 
   $29,736.00 

The January 1, 2023 offertory was under reported. 
The corrected offertory is below. 

WeShare eGiving   $9,550.50 
Envelope Offering $14,680.00 
Solemnity of Mary   $7,081.00 
   $31,311.50 

“For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be.” 

Luke 12:34 

In our charity, let us pray 
for the repose of the soul of 

Joseph Peter Francisco 
Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord. 

May he rest in peace. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

The PLC will be closed 
Monday, Jan 16 
In observance of 

Martin Luther King, Jr Day 

 
St. Cornelius 

Pro-Life Group 
 
 
 

Please join our Pro-Life Group in a Spiritual Work 
of Mercy on Friday, January 20th. This is the day 
that many will travel to DC to march for life and to 
speak up for the unborn.  Let us gather together to 
flood Heaven with our prayers, asking for protection 
for the participants in the March for Life and for a 
complete end to the evil of abortion.  We will pray 
all four mysteries of the Rosary directly after the 
7:30 am Mass. 
 

Bring your friends and get the word out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join our Parish Pro-Life Group in the  
church on Sunday, January 15, at noon, as we pray a Ro-
sary and the Litany of Loreto for the unborn  and an end 
to abortion.  It is a perfect way to perform a spiritual 
work of mercy for the most vulnerable.   

This event is scheduled every 3rd Sunday so please  
mark your calendars now. Bring a friend. 

Sunday 
January 15 
12:00 Noon 
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A Good Neighbor to the Homeless 
Opportunity to help a homeless family! 

Saint Cornelius has four families who are serving as a sup-
port team for a local family experiencing homelessness. 
They have received training with Bridge of Hope and have 
been assigned a family to serve as good neighbors. Bridge 
of Hope provides case management for the vulnerable 
family and guidance for the volunteers, who meet with the 
family regularly. 
Our St. Cornelius team and the family we support attended 
a Christmas party this past Saturday given by the Chester 
County Bridge of Hope. The children had fun with crafts, 
reindeer games, hot cocoa, goodies, and a visit from Santa 
himself! Santa read stories and handed out a gift for each 
child, as well as gift cards to allow the parents to choose 
presents for their children and to purchase a Christmas 
meal. The blessings of the Christmas season were truly 
evident to all! If you have any questions, please email col-
leenmz@hotmail.com or call 610-361-9412 

 St. Cornelius 
Early Learning Center 

Thank You! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to those who helped take 
down our Christmas decorations last 
Sunday.  Your gift of time was appre-
ciated.  Our Holy Family, kings, sheep, 
camel and shepherd are now safely on 
retreat for the next 11 months. 

Can’t Make the March For Life 
in Washington, DC? 

CHESTER COUNTY MARCH FOR LIFE 
Sunday, January 22, 2023, 2:30 pm 

Saint Agnes Church 
233 W. Gay St., West Chester, PA 

Join us as we celebrate the overturning of Roe v Wade. 
Learn where we stand in PA now that control has been 
returned to the states. 
Speakers:     Ted Meehan, Delaware County Pro-Life 
         Marlene Downing, Susan B. Anthony List 
         Rev. Denis Wilde O.S.A., Priests for Life 
March to the Historic Courthouse, Market & High Streets 
for a short program of prayer and song. Refreshments fol-
lowing at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 110 Market 
Street. 

Sponsored by Chester County Pro-Life Coalition 

Our little scientists learned all about hiber-
nation last week in science class. In our 
scholastic magazine, the children learned 
about bear scientists and how they give 
bears a check up. The children learned 
what animals hibernate and why they do. 
They also did a hibernating bear craft and 
then wrote why they would like to hiber-
nate. They had so much fun pretending they 
were bears that were hibernating and even 
more fun playing “hibernating memory” on 
the smart board. 



The Ministry 
of Consolation 

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of people 
grieving the death of a significant person/persons in their 
lives, the ministry honors the words and example of the 
Lord Jesus: 

"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled" 
(Matthew 5:4). 

A team of three St. Cornelius church members have been 
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the Con-
solation Ministry. 
On January 21, 2023, the Consolation Group will meet at 
the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from 2:30pm to 
3:30pm. 

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions 
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180. 
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The Faith Community 

Nurse  
Holistic Health Ministry 

On request, Faith Community Nurses are 
making home visits to families who may be experienc-
ing medical or social difficulties.  The nurses confiden-
tially address the needs holistically through bringing 
with them prayers from the parish, a knowledge of the 
medical field and process for providing support.  If you 
know of anyone in the parish or beyond who would 
benefit from these services, please email:  
stcfcn@gmail.com.  Contact person is Joan Holliday, 
RN/FCN at (610) 717-2180. 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  
AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Deacon Richard Wirth, Lawrence Ramunno, Carolyn Duffy, 
Richard Arthur, Carleen Peters, Marian Short, Bob Alexander, 
Matthew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Cindy Ficca, Jack Bozzuffi, 
Carol McKnight, Paul Lucas, Carla Santoleri, Richard Mec-
carrielli, Edward Field, Judy Field, Bob Grant, Joyce Monaco, 
Matthew Hurst, Leonard Smith, Jr., Gary Hampton, Jim Wa-
ters, Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, Sean Mulvey, 
George Butler, Margaret Butler, Patricia Wells, Kathy Wil-
liams, Michael Gibbons, William Grant,  Shirley Masse, Ellen 
Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Elizabeth Kephart, Tina Lan-
dis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Joseph Spetzer, III, Anne Spet-
zer, Michelle Dillione, Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Kylee 
Dougherty, Dave and Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie 
May McGrath, Vicki Wojdak, Deacon Clem McGovern, An-
drea Bateman, Brandon Heacock, Brittany Lott, Nancy 
Young, Peyton Lott, Billy Lott, Nanci Ehmer, Peggy Peters, 
Paul McEneaney, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell, Virginia Piergiovan-
ni, Ellie McCreight, Ellie Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael 
McKinnen, Connie Carney, Eugene Monaco, Luke Post, Jim 
Buckley, Jerome Lienhard, Mary Rose Salisbury, Margery 
Butler, Charlotte Kensicki, Jim Barr, Jerome Lichard, Lisa 
Winkleblech, Aaron Winkleblech, Patricia Butler 

 
 
 

 

Online Giving is an easy and convenient way to save 
time and support St. Cornelius Parish. Donating is 
simple, safe, and completely secure. 
With WeShare, you can set up a recurring weekly or 
monthly transaction using your checking, savings, or 
credit card account. You can decide how much to 
give to the offertory and make changes any time, day 
or night.  Plus, you can leave your checkbook at 
home on Sundays. 
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please 
visit 
https://saintcornelius.weshareonline.org 
If you have any questions or concerns 
about the program or would like help set-
ting up your account, please call our par-
ish office at (610) 459-2502. 

WeShare accepts the following means of contribu ng 
debit card • credit card • checking & savings account 

WeShare Online Giving 

2023 Calendars: Pilgrims on a Journey 
Be sure to pick up your 2023 calendar, located in the back 
of church near the Christmas tree.   
These calendars offer beautiful  
images of cathedrals throughout  
France.  Feast and saints days,  
holy days of obligation as  
well as Sunday liturgical Colors 
are indicated.  Each month a prayer 
is provided during our journey through 
2023. 

Church Contributions 
Parishioners who would like a statement of their 
2022 contributions must call the Parish Office during 
business hours at (610) 459-2502, or Email the 
office at stcorn1@comcast.net. 
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Eucharistic Adoration 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of 
the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for Communion with 

Christ and the rest of the Church. 
Join us for Adoration on Friday 
mornings after Mass.  You are 

welcome to visit anytime during the day 
until we repose the Blessed Sacrament 

at 4:00 PM. 
If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday, 

there will be NO exposition. 
You can contact Mrs. Sullivan at 

stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 
the PREP office (610) 459-7723 

PREP 
There is no in-person learning this Sunday.  Please 
enjoy the long weekend with your families. 
We would like to remind parents of children prepar-
ing for First Reconciliation and First Holy Commun-
ion this year about our Parent Retreat in the church on 
Tuesday January 17th at 7 pm.  We look forward to 
seeing you all there. 
January 22nd we will welcome our candidates for 
confirmation to practice for their special sacrament at 
11:15 in Walker Hall.  You have all worked hard to 
prepare and we can't wait to celebrate with you in 
February. 
We are in the process of planning for the 2023-24 
PREP year.  Please stay tuned for more information 
in the coming weeks.   
If you have any questions about any of our PREP pro-
grams, please feel free to contact Julie Sullivan at  

stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Our first event of the New 
Year is a Game Night and Piz-
za hosted by St. Thomas the 
Apostle.   The event will take 
place from 6-8pm.  They are 
asking for advanced sign up.  If you would like to re-
ceive the link, please contact me at stcorn-
prep@scornelius.org.  We hope to see you there! 
Children's Liturgy of the Word: 
Welcome to all of our young families.  We invite any 
children aged 3- 2nd grade to join us for the Liturgy 
of the Word during our 9 am mass in the chapel.   

stcornprep@scornelius.org 

Come & See Weekends 
January 2023 through March 2023 

Come & See Weekends offer men 
(high school and above) who are dis-
cerning a call to the priesthood a 
chance to get away, meet other men on 
a similar journey, and find a place of 
quiet to listen to God speak. 
Held throughout the year, these week-
ends include Mass, praying the Litur-
gy of the Hours with the seminarians, 
Holy Hours, talks on discernment and 
vocations, and time for recreation with 
the seminarians. 
There is no cost to attend these weekends, which include a single room 
and all meals. The first Come & See Weekends of the Academic Year 
will be held in October (see dates below). For more information and to 
register for a particular weekend, please visit Heedthecall.org/
ComeandSee or contact Fr. Friel at fr.dfriel@archphila.org. 

HIGH SCHOOL MEN POST-HIGH SCHOOL MEN 
January 28-29, 2023 

February 25-26, 2023 
February 10-12, 2023 

March 10-12, 2023 

 

 

 
If your investment portfolio has appreciated assets, a 
great way to reduce your taxes and donate to the 
church is to gift St. Cornelius appreciated invest-
ments.  If you do have appreciated investments, Saint 
Cornelius is able to accept stocks and mutual funds 
as a charitable contribution through TD Ameritrade. 
For further information, please contact David P. 
Bauer, the business manager for the church, at 
610-459-2502. 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish. 

Charitable Giving 
Through Appreciated 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 



Weekly Mass Schedule 
(Week of January 16 - January 20) 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass 
Reading:  Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 
 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

Monday 7:30 AM 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Intention:  Lucretia Fitzpatrick 
Reading:  Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
St. Anthony, Abbot 

Intention:  Shanon Patrick Makatche 
Reading:  Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;  
 Mk 2:23-28 

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Frank Roselli 
Reading:  Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 

Thursday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Francis Clemens 
Reading:  Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 

Friday 7:30 AM 
St. Fabian; St. Sebastian  

Intention:  Nancy McFarland Matarazzo 
Reading:  Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19  

Sunday Mass Intentions 
7:30 AM  Gladys Rodriquez Guttierrez 
9:00 AM  Thomas Trotman, Jr. 
11:00 AM  Jack & Lorraine Weber 
4:00 PM  Mary Kelly 
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PILGRIM STATUE 
01 - 15 - 2023 Nancy Montville 
01 - 22 - 2023 Open 
01 - 29 - 2023 Open 
The new sign up sheet for 2023 is now 
available. Feel free to pick your dates. 
Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 

for more information. 

Facts & Figures 

 

At Catholic Relief Services, we have bold aspira-
tions: to save lives and alleviate suffering, accelerate 
the end of poverty, hunger, and preventable disease, 
and cultivate just and peaceful societies. In short, we 
want to be a catalyst for positive change in the world. 
Since 1943, we have been tireless in our commitment 
to the needs of vulnerable people around the globe. 
As a leading international humanitarian agency, 
guided by faith, we work in solidarity with our part-
ners to uphold the dignity of all God’s children and 
pave the way to peace and prosperity. 

Fiscal 
Year  2021 

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
We are deeply saddened to hear of the passing of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI and join Catholics  
around the world in mourning this great loss.  
We greatly appreciate his frequent calls to  
action to help the poor and the needy, those  
that we at Catholic Relief Services are dedicated to  
assisting. We take comfort in the words of this prayer: 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord. And let perpetual 
light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen. 
"The preferential option for the poor flows from our un-
derstanding of Jesus himself, who became poor himself so 
that we might be rich in him... It is alarming to see hot-
beds of tension and conflict caused by growing instances 
of inequality between rich and poor, by the prevalence of 

a selfish and individu-
alistic mindset which 
also finds expression 
in an unregulated fi-
nancial capitalism." 
 ~ Pope Benedict XVI 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 15, 2023 

I will make you a light to the 
nations, that my salvation 
may reach to the ends of the 
earth.  

— Isaiah 49:6b 



Second Sunday in Ordinary Time       January 15, 2023 

THREE MISSIONS 
 Today we begin with one of the “servant songs” from 
the book of Isaiah, a song prophetic of Jesus’ ministry of 
service. Isaiah’s mission is not only to bring back the chil-
dren of Jacob to gather in Israel; it is also to be “a light to 
the nations” (Isaiah 49:6). Jesus Christ, as servant, will be 
the fulfillment of the ancient prophecy and the basis of the 
new. 
 This Sunday we begin a series of readings from Paul’s 
letter to the Corinthians. Here Paul is identified by his mis-
sion: he is an apostle of Jesus Christ. The church at Corinth 
to whom he addresses this letter is also identified: it is part 
of the universal church of God. The Corinthians are called to 
holiness, as are all Christians. 
 Though the feast of the Baptism of the Lord was cele-
brated last Monday, today’s Gospel also alludes to the im-
portance of that event. The reading emphasizes that Jesus 
“outranks” John: his baptism in the Spirit will eradicate sin. 
Jesus accepts John’s baptism, even though it is he himself 
who is the Lamb of God. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 As soon as Christmas ends, people begin planning for 
Easter! Originally, the source of our Paschal Triduum was but 
a single liturgy extending from Saturday sundown to sunrise 
on Easter Sunday. The two days leading up to the liturgy were 
days of fast, not only for the elect, but for the church prepar-
ing to baptize them. A fifth-century pope explained that the 

church imitated the apostles, who were in hiding with their 
grief from the arrest of Jesus, and therefore sacraments, even 
penance, were forbidden. 
 Inevitably, though, people wanted to come together, and 
so eventually a Liturgy of the Word developed for Good Fri-
day. This was the first step toward today’s shape of the Tridu-
um, and gradually new ideas were embraced, including the 
veneration of the cross and a simple Communion service. In-
terestingly, the Word remained central, since we know that in 
those days the pope did not receive Communion at this litur-
gy, even though the faithful had that option. In the other 
churches of Rome, priests and people received Communion 
under both species. Although the custom of Communion on 
Good Friday took hold, it did not endure past the Middle Ag-
es. The central liturgies of the year slowly unraveled and dis-
appeared from parish life. Remember that there were no semi-
naries in those days, and books were a rare luxury. Most 
priests could only manage to celebrate a simple “low” Mass, 
and few parishes could afford the ritual books that would 
guide a priest through the complex forms. Holy Week re-
mained important in private devotion, but for a time the litur-
gies virtually disappeared. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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