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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 

III Sunday of Lent 
March 12, 2023 

 The gospel passage this weekend unfolds like a scene from a drama. John carefully orchestrates the 
entire scene and he has done this intentionally. Jesus and his disciples are on center stage, then the disciples 
exit stage left. The next scene begins with Jesus at center stage and on to the stage comes the Samaritan wom-
an. A dialogue ensues in which Jesus both challenges and invites the woman to a moment of metanoia, a mo-
ment of change. She exits and the disciples return to center stage at which time Jesus and the disciples engage 
in a dialogue and for the final scene the entire town comes on stage for the dramatic conclusion.  
 The dialogue between Jesus and the Samaritan woman is a structured literary device John uses. He 
used it with Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus and there is a bit of it in His dialogue with Pilate. Jesus 
makes a statement which is met with misunderstanding. The next statement He makes is an attempt at clarifi-
cation. This too is met with further misunderstanding requiring further clarification. Another attempt at clarity 
and then a final and full revelation.  
 The central characters in this chapter are, of course, Jesus and the unnamed Samaritan woman. The sto-
ry reveals a lot about both of them. Jesus, in conversing with the woman, steps away from societal norms and 
takes a calculated risk. It was unacceptable behavior in the society of Jesus’ day for a man to speak to a wom-
an in public, especially if they were strangers. Jesus, dedicated and resolute, does not allow any aspect of soci-
ety to come between him and His Father’s mission to establish the Kingdom of Heaven in this world.  
 The woman’s responses indicate her attitude towards Him and other people in general. At best, she is 
guarded, at worst she is hostile. She has reason to be guarded, which we discover at the end of the dialogue. 
Her relationships with men have left her scarred and vulnerable. Because of her lifestyle, she is cut off from 
others. We are told she comes to the well at noon. John does not mention that just to add color to the story. Re-
member Jesus was walking through a desert at noon. Who does that? Italians have a phrase about being out in 
the sun at noon, it’s only done by un pazzi cani i americani (mad dogs and Americans). 
 In the middle eastern culture water is very important. It is heavy, awkward to carry and necessary for 
the day. It would have been drawn from a communal well and gathered at dawn, not the heat of the day. It was 
a place where the women would congregate -  drawing and carrying water was traditionally work for women. 
The Samaritan woman waits until noon in order to avoid other people. She is isolated because of her sinful 
lifestyle and the choices she has made. She finds it better to be alone than to deal with the other people of the 
village. This is what sin does. It isolates us. It alienates us from God, from others and ultimately from our-
selves. This woman is a sad case of self-imposed isolation in which she is seeking to protect herself from the 
hurt that others have caused her in the past.  
 Jesus rescues her. At the end she becomes a better Apostle than the Twelve. 
 Lent is a time of becoming aware of our sinfulness and moving away from it, moving from the dark-
ness into the light of God’s mercy. Your sins are probably not the equivalent of the Samaritan woman’s but if 
you claim not to have sin, I would respond that you are either delusional or a liar. Being delusional is not in 
itself a sin but lying only compounds your situation. 
 Jesus took a risk with the Samaritan woman. Her initial resistance eventually yielded to the Grace of 
the moment. If you have not been inside a confessional for a while why not take the risk? Jesus thought 
enough of us to risk becoming like us in all things but sin. He continues to step away from societal norms and 
both challenges and invites us to come to know him better. To come to know his forgiveness and with the 
Grace of metanoia, begin again to continue on our faith journey.  
 
Faithfully, 

Msgr. Diamond 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Ministry 
of Consolation 

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of people 
grieving the death of a significant person/persons in their 
lives, the ministry honors the words and example of the 
Lord Jesus: 

"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled" 
(Matthew 5:4). 

A team of three St. Cornelius church members have been 
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the Con-
solation Ministry. 
On March18, 2023, the Consolation Group will meet at the 
Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from 2:30pm to 
3:30pm. 

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions 
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180. 
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Trent & Emily Gyory and family 

Welcome to the Parish! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join our Parish Pro-Life Group in the  
church on Sunday, March 19, at noon, as we pray a Ro-
sary and the Litany of Loreto for the unborn  and an end 
to abortion.  It is a perfect way to perform a spiritual 
work of mercy for the most vulnerable.   

This event is scheduled every 3rd Sunday so please  
mark your calendars now. Bring a friend. 

Sunday 
March 19 

12:00 Noon 

St. Patrick’s Day Dispensation 
The Memorial of Saint Patrick (March 17th) 
falls on a Friday during the Season of Lent this 
year.  In accordance with the Code of Canon 

Law (canon 87), Most Reverend Nelson J. Pérez has granted 
dispensation to all Roman Catholics in the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia from the obligation to abstain from meat  
on Saint Patrick’s Day. 

“Just so, your light must 
shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and 

glorify your heavenly 
Father.” 

Let the light of your marriage sacrament shine for all.  
Make your light bright by attending the next Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Experience at Our Lady of 
Czestochowa Shrine in Doylestown, PA. 

April 21-23 ● July 7-9 ● Oct 6-8 ● Nov 10-12 
♦ Anytime is the perfect time to romance your 

spouse. 
♦ Worldwide Marriage Encounter puts the spark back 

in your marriage. 
♦ Get off the treadmill of life and focus on each other.   
♦ Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming World-

wide Marriage Encounter Weekends on  
♦ Early registration is highly recommended.  For more 

information visit our website at:  
website at wwme-philly.org 

Of call (610) 449-1859 for more information. 

Welcome to the Matthew XXV Garden 
Season 3 

 
 
 
 

Many people have asked how to get involved and we want to 
make it easy for you. We have a number of events already 
planned. 
Garden cleanup is scheduled for April 15th at 8:00am.  We will 
be weeding, working on the compost pile, edging the garden 
rows, rototilling, and generally getting the garden in shape for 
planting in May.  The PREP students helped by planting seedlings 
on February 26th, and they will plant more seedlings on March 
26th.  With the addition of the greenhouse we now have a place 
for them to grow prior to planting in the garden. 
We can use all the help we can get. We will have a May planting 
date, and then we have the routines of watering, weeding, staking, 
and eventually harvesting.  If you would like to be included in the 
garden sign-up genius please email joburns66@gmail.com.  Oth-
erwise look for updates in the Bulletin and via Monsignor Dia-
mond’s Thursday email. 

Children working on volunteer projects /  
hours are welcome as well. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Eucharistic Adoration 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the sacri-

fice of the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for 
Communion with Christ and the rest of the Church. 

Join us for Adoration on Friday 
mornings after Mass.  You are 

welcome to visit anytime during the day 
until we repose the Blessed Sacrament 

at 4:00 PM. 
If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday, 

there will be NO exposition. 

BROTHER OF BORROMEO VOCATION CAMP 2023 
 

April 22, 2023, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
A day of food, fun, & fellowship at 
St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 

Junior high young men - grades 6-8 
Registration due: March 30 

 
Questions?  Jminnich@archphila.org ~ 610-667-5778 

Scan for registration details OR visit 
HeedtheCall.org/BBVC 

B.B.V.C 2023 
“Dearest God, 

Give Me Holiness” 

Women's Lenten Soup Supper 
 
 
 

Wouldn’t it be spectacular to savor some soup 
while sitting side by side with your sisters, soaking in 
supernatural grace with the assistance of St. Joseph?  

Stay the course then this Lent and say yes to coming 
to the Parish Life Center on Wednesday, March 
15 at 6:00 PM for our Women’s Soup Supper.  

Father Amal Sallas, a member of the Congregation 
of the Servants of Charity, will help us to grow clos-
er to Jesus through His earthly father.  The topic 
will be: 

St. Joseph, A Model for our Lenten Journey. 
*Be part of this very special inaugural parish-wide 

women’s event.  All women of the parish and their 
guests are cordially invited. 

Register today using the QR code to the 
right, through the sign-up genius link in the 

weekly email or after all the Masses on 
March 4 and 5. 

Don’t wait.  Sign up now! 
We want to see you on March 15. 

Donations will be accepted for  
St. Cornelius' Matthew XXV Garden,  

our parish outreach ministry. 

St. CorneliusSt. Cornelius  
  

Order in the Church Narthex after all Masses on the 
weekends of March 11-12 and 18-19. You can also 

order at the St Patrick’s Dinner Dance 
on March 25th.  

 
Pick-Up Dates: Wednesday, March 

29 and Thursday, March 30 
Orders available for pickup at St. 

Cornelius School 5 pm to 7pm 
Featuring Capt’n Chucky’s 

Famous “Smith Island Crab Cakes” 
 

Crab Cakes ……….…….   $7.00 each 
Available in packs of 4, 6 or 12 

Maryland Crab Soup……   $14.00 per quart 
Crab Kritters …………….   $18.00 per bag 

Bag of 50 bite-size crab cakes 
 
 

 
 
St. Cornelius Council 

12391 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SSG Ana Brunal 
SPC Mike Canfield 
Cpl Michael Castle 
Lt. Connor Cleary 

Fr. Joseph Coffey (Chaplain) 
Maj Robert B. Cusick, Jr. 

Capt Joshua deFreitas 
SSGT Michael DiVernieri 

Cadet Emily Fanning 
Ens Ryan Gallagher 

Sgt Eric Gardner 
Capt Matthew Gibbons 

Ens Patrick Gibbons 
Ens John Paul Gibbons 
Maj Rachel Gonzalez 
SPC Logan Hannum 

Sgt Andrew Hart 
Devin J. Hunt 

PO1 Nathan R. Keller 
Lt Lauren Kinnee 
Capt Daniel Kohli 
Capt Chris Love 

Capt Megan Love 
Sgt Jason Lyons 

Sgt Alexander Marlow 
Pfc Zachary Marlow  

LT. Cmdr Daniel McCadden 
CSM Sean McGlensey 
Capt Jonathan McGrath 
LT Molly K. McGuckin 

LCDR Ryan A. McGuckin 
Cpt Sean P. Noll 

Lt. Col Brian J. O’Shea 
Lt. Cmdr Inga O’Shea 

Maj James O’Shea 
PFC L Roland  

Capt. Neal F. Schubert 
HM3 Charles Schwartz 

Ens Nicholas Spadaccini 
MSG Thomas Stone 

Cpl Mark Truex 
Lt. Christopher Vish 
1st Lt Aidan Walsh 
Capt Jennifer Wynn 

Let us pray for our Men and Women 
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: 

CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

APPEAL 2023 
catholiccharitiesappeal.org 

The Sunday collection is very important 
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties.  So, if you are away on a Sunday, 
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church. 

March 5, 2023 
WeShare eGiving   11,313.50 
Envelope Offering $21,662.50 
   $32,976.00 

“For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be.” 

Luke 12:34 

FROM FARMING TO FISHING 
Raul and Rhodora were coconut farmers in their town 
in the Philippines, but  it took a lot of work before they 
made money. They  participated in a Catholic Relief  
Services program that helped them build their own 
fishpond to raise and sell fish. The fish provide nutri-
tious food for their family and more accessible income, 
enabling Raul and Rhodora’s granddaughters to attend 
school.  What changes have 
you  made in your profession-
al, personal or spiritual life that 
have benefited others? Visit 
crsricebowl.org to learn  more. 

Fair Trade Sale 
Saturday, March 25 & Sunday, March 26  

After all Masses 
Easter Decorations, Chocolate, Coffee, Tea,  
Olive Oil & Balsamic Vinegar will be for sale.  
Cash and checks will be accepted. All  
proceeds benefit Catholic Relief Services. 
 

Solidarity Tastes Delicious 
Through fair trade, small-scale farmers and arti-
sans are better able to support their families; 
stay on their land, and improve their communi-
ties, thus employing and empowering artisans 
with few opportunities.  Fair Trade purchases 
support Catholic Social Teaching: Option for the 
Poor and The Dignity of Work.  “Work is funda-
mental to the dignity of the person.” Pope 
Francis 
 

Product Spotlights 
SERRV International & Equal Exchange 
Spring Blossom Easter 
Tree & Ornament Set: 
Handmade crepe paper 
flowers are attached to the 
flexible wrapped wire 
branches of this festive 
spring tree, bringing 
warmth to any space. 
Easter eggs are covered 
with papier-mache then 
hand painted in vibrant colors and remarkable 
detail. Your purchase provides training, employ-
ment, and support to marginalized artisans in 
southern Vietnam, Mumbai, and other parts of 

India. 

Kashmiri Eggs:  Set of 3 
papier-mâché eggs made 
from recycled paper are 
hand painted with floral pat-
terns in cheery springtime 
colors. Your purchase cre-
ates income for artisans in 
Mumbai and other parts of 
India, 

 

Chocolate, Coffee, Tea, Olive Oil,– all 
fair trade!  Please join us & help sup-
port fair trade & CRS! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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A Good Neighbor to the Homeless 
Opportunity to help a homeless family! 

Saint Cornelius has four families who are serving as a 
support team for a local family experiencing homeless-
ness. They have received training with Bridge of Hope 
and have been assigned a family to serve as good neigh-
bors. Bridge of Hope provides case management for the 
vulnerable family and guidance for the volunteers, who 
meet with the family regularly. 
Our family had a new addition in January! We are deliv-
ering meals to the tired mom and helping to find needed 
baby items for her. Currently we are searching for a dou-
ble baby stroller. If you have one that you are willing to 
donate, please email colleenmz@hotmail.com or call 610-
361-9412. Please keep our family in your prayers! 

 St. Cornelius 
Early Learning Center 

"Help provide home cooked meals to neighbors in need! Caring 
for Friends (formerly Aid for Friends) is collecting frozen 
meals and soups for homebound seniors and food insecure indi-
viduals. Meal trays and soup containers can be found in the 
utility closet on the right of the side door of the narthex. Con-
sider putting aside an extra dinner or soup portion, freeze it and 
then bring it to the freezer also located in the utility closet. 
PLEASE sign the meals and soup in on the list attached to the 
shelves next to the freezer. The food is distributed all over the 
Greater Philadelphia Area. This effort is on-going at our parish. 
We invite you to contribute what you can.” If you have ques-
tions, please contact Nancy Todor 609-234-119 

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
We recently completed a handover of the KIDSS 
program to the National Episcopal Conference  
of Cameroon. Funded by USAID and PEPFAR, 
90,000 children and caregivers living with  
or affected by HIV have accessed quality  
care and support services since 2014. Visit 
www.crs.org for more information and to see how 
you can help! 
"Seeing their poverty, hearing their cries and know-
ing their sufferings, we are scandalized because we 
know that there is enough food for everyone and that 
hunger is the result of a poor distribution of goods 
and income." 

 ~ Pope Francis 

This week we celebrated the birthday of Dr. Seuss by read-
ing many of his books. We love reading Dr. Seuss books 
because many of his books are rhyming and it is so im-
portant to rhyme in a early childhood classroom. Dr. Seuss 
books also provide core language and encourage children 
to learn new words. We played games, 
made crafts, dressed up, and had a super 
time celebrating the fabulous books of Dr. 
Seuss! 

Dr. Seuss Week 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The Faith Community 

Nurse  
Holistic Health Ministry 

On request, Faith Community Nurses are 
making home visits to families who may be experienc-
ing medical or social difficulties.  The nurses confiden-
tially address the needs holistically through bringing 
with them prayers from the parish, a knowledge of the 
medical field and process for providing support.  If you 
know of anyone in the parish or beyond who would 
benefit from these services, please email:  
stcfcn@gmail.com.  Contact person is Joan Holliday, 
RN/FCN at (610) 717-2180. 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  
AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Anne Spetzer, Claire Wirth, Pete Petroll, Ginger Casey, 
Deacon Richard Wirth, Lawrence Ramunno, Carolyn 
Duffy, Richard Arthur, Carleen Peters, Marian Short, Mat-
thew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Cindy Ficca, Carol 
McKnight, Paul Lucas, Carla Santoleri, Richard Meccarri-
elli, Edward Field, Judy Field, Joyce Monaco, Matthew 
Hurst, Leonard Smith, Jr., Gary Hampton, Jim Waters, 
Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, Sean Mulvey, 
George Butler, Margaret Butler, Patricia Wells, Kathy Wil-
liams, Michael Gibbons, William Grant,  Shirley Masse, 
Ellen Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Elizabeth Kephart, 
Tina Landis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Michelle Dillione, 
Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Kylee Dougherty, Dave and 
Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie May McGrath, 
Vicki Wojdak, Deacon Clem McGovern, Andrea Bateman, 
Brandon Heacock, Brittany Lott, Nancy Young, Peyton 
Lott, Billy Lott, Nanci Ehmer, Peggy Peters, Paul 
McEneaney, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell, Ellie McCreight, Ellie 
Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael McKinnen, Connie 
Carney, Luke Post, Jim Buckley, Jerome Lienhard, Mary 
Rose Salisbury, Margery Butler, Charlotte Kensicki, Jim 
Barr, Jerome Lichard, Lisa Winkleblech, Aaron Winkle-
blech, Patricia Butler 

Church Contributions 
Parishioners who would like a statement of their 
2022 contributions must call the Parish Office during 
business hours at (610) 459-2502, or Email the 
office at stcorn1@comcast.net. 

St. Patrick’s 
dinner dance 

Music provided by 

  
  

Plus a DJ for dancing 
Saturday, March 25, 2023 

6:00pm to 10:00pm 
St. Cornelius Parish Life Center 

Silent Auction 
Buffet Dinner 
Beer 
Set-up & Mixers for BYOB 
Tickets $40 per person 
 Make checks payable to the Knights of Columbus 

Sponsored by 
The Knights of Columbus 

The O’Rourke’s  
Irish Folk Music and Sea Shanties 

 
 
 
 
 

A LENTEN RETREAT 
FOR CATHOLIC WOMEN 

APRIL 1, 9:00 AM TO 3:00 PM 
SNUGHOLLOW FARMS 

WEST CHESTER, PA. 
A full day retreat for Catholic women, with guest speaker, 
Anne DeSantis. Come relax, reflect and get revitalized in 
your faith in preparation for the Glory of Easter. 
This unique Lenten retreat blends the creative arts, health, 
and healing through the Catholic faith. Begins with Mass, 
and includes lunch. $68.00 

For more information and to register, visit: 
https://.the-art-of-healing-retreat-for-catholic-

women.cheddarup.com 

Assisted Hearing Devices 
We have 4 assisted hearing devices, which connect directly to the 
sound system that are available for use at each Mass.  They are 
located on the table by the Sacristy entrance. 
Easy to operate: put 2 batteries in and you are 
good to HEAR! 
Comments from satisfied users: 

Wow - That is the first time in a long time 
that I have heard everything at Mass. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Prayer Shawl Ministry… 
Come, Join US! 
Did you know that each baby baptized at St Cornelius re-
ceives a hand-made blanket made by our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry?  You are welcome to join us in this rewarding 
ministry.  We also make shawls, blankets, scarves, hats, 
mittens etc. for elderly homes, the Giving Tree and anyone 
looking for a comforting gift. 

Every 4th Monday of each month 
1:30pm to 3:00pm 

We find ourselves in need of white acrylic yarn or funding 
to help continue this wonderful ministry.  Please prayerful-
ly consider donating to our ministry or purchasing a 
“Pound of Love” or “Caron Pound” of white acrylic yarn.  
We have a basket set up in the Bethany Room, which is in 
the back of church, to offer our works and for your dona-
tions. Also, you are welcome to drop off any yarn dona-
tions to the Parish Life Center. Donations are greatly ap-
preciated. 
Shawls and blankets are available in the Bethany Room.  If 
you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Jo Shell, (610) 361-8198 
or Joanne Fonash, (610) 299-9694 
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You can contact Mrs. Sullivan at 
stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 

the PREP office (610) 459-7723 

PREP 
Our PREP registration is open for the 2023-24 PREP 
year.   All of our current families have received regis-
tration information for next year.  If you are new to 
the parish and have a student in grades 1-7 please 
contact Julie Sullivan at stcornprep@scornelius.org 
for information about our program offerings.  Our 
PREP program is also open to all children of the par-
ish who are in need of sacramental preparation for 
reconciliation, First Holy Communion or Confirma-
tion. 

Our 2023-24 program offerings are: 
• June 26-30th Summer Session is FULL.  
• July 10-14 8:30-2:30 Summer PREP session with 

follow ups throughout the year.   This program is 
open to students in grades 3-7 including Confirma-
tion preparation. 

• Our Sunday program, which meets each Sunday 
from 10-11 from September -May is open to stu-
dents in grades 1-7, including sacramental prepara-
tion 

Our registration forms are available on the PREP 
page of the St. Cornelius Website, in the Parish Life 
Center upon request, or by contacting Julie Sullivan 
at stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Our Youth Group is open to stu-
dents in grades 7-10 in our par-
ish community.  We have a num-
ber of opportunities coming up 
during Lent.  Please keep an eye 
out for our sign up geniuses on the Youth Group page 
of the website, in your email, or contact Julie Sullivan 
at stcornprep@scornelius.org for more information. 
Children's Liturgy of the Word: 
Please join us for the children's liturgy at the 9 am 
Mass.  We invite all children age 3 through 1st grade 
to join us for the liturgy of the word. 

A Spiritual Practice to Deepen Your Relationship with God. You are invited to experience a contemplative prac-tice rooted in the Christian tradition, which can be integrated into our daily lives. Centering Prayer Introductory Zoom Workshop 
Saturday March 25, 2023 - 8:30am-11:30am  

Sponsored by St. Cornelius Catholic Church “Be still and know that I am God.”  Psalm 46:10. Cen-tering Prayer is a form of Christian contemplative prayer, in which one abides in the Presence of God in interior silence. Centering Prayer emphasizes the indwelling Presence of the Holy Trinity through receptive silence and restful surrender, to God's action and healing grace. 
Do any of these questions resonate with you? 
•  How can I be more responsive to the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
•  How can I find deeper meaning in a world filled with 
    absurdity?  
•  What does it take to live with greater authenticity? 
•  How can I remain peaceful in the midst of tensions of life? 
The Centering Prayer Introductory Workshop familiarizes par-
ticipants with the method of Centering Prayer and its conceptual 
background and offers two opportunities to experience the pray-
er. All are welcome. Whether you are new to Centering Prayer 
or you want to renew your practice.  

Contact Michael or Rosemary Gidlewski at 484.429.1556 or 
email Rosemary at rosemary_2003@yahoo.com 

to register for the Zoom Workshop. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Weekly Mass Schedule 
(Week of March 13 - March 17) 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Mass 
Reading:  Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

Monday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Lucretia Fitzpatrick 
Reading:  2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; PS 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; 
 Lk 4:24-30 

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Rev. Msgr. John Miller 
Reading:  Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc,  
 8-9; Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Rev. Richard Ewing 
Reading:  Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;  
 Mt 5:17-19 

Thursday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Joseph Fedena 
Reading:  Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9;  
 Lk 11:14-23 

Friday 7:30 AM 
Abstinence from Meat 

Dispensed 
St. Patrick, Bishop 

Intention:  Joseph Lamb 
Reading:  Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 
14 and 17; Mk 12:28-34 

Sunday Mass Intentions 
7:30 AM  Mercedes and Rafael Diaz 
9:00 AM  Nobile Tranzilli 
11:00 AM  Joseph Boyle 
4:00 PM  Kristen Lotto 
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PILGRIM STATUE 
03 - 12 - 2023      Open 
03 - 19 - 2023      Open 
03 - 26 - 2023      Susan Robinson 
The sign up sheet for 2023 is available. 

Feel free to pick your dates. 
Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 

for more information. 

Lent is the annual preparation for Easter observance 
calling us to reform our lives and to open our hearts 
to the spiritual blessings God has promised to be-
stow on us.  Lent begins Ash Wednesday and ends 
Holy Thursday evening when the Triduum begins. 

What Must I do? 
According to the Church’s Canon Law, all healthy 
Catholics from age 18 to 59 are required to fast and 
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Fri-
day, and to abstain from meat on all other Fridays of 
Lent.  Youth 14 and older are also to abstain from 
meat on those days.  “Fasting” means that no more 
than one main meal is eaten daily, while in the same 
day no more than two partial meals are eaten which 
together don’t equal the one main meal. 

What Should I do? 
Take the necessary steps to get yourself on the road 
to conversion and spiritual renewal.  To help you do 
this, the three main Lenten disciplines urged are 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  We are invited dur-
ing Lent to practice these disciplines often.  But 
these aren’t just chores we must do because the 
Church strongly urges them; they are above all op-
portunities to grow in faith and in love for God. 

Why Prayer, Fasting and Alms? 
The Lenten basic practices of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving are rooted in Jesus’ original guidance 
about how to be his disciples that we find in the Ser-
mon on the Mount (Mt Chapters 5-7).  The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church (#1966-1972) also re-
minds us that Jesus here outlines for us the new law 
which, if we embrace and implement it, will lead us 
more surely to the interior renewal and growth in 
holiness and perfection that Jesus expects of us as 
his disciples. 

Should I set Lenten Goals? 
Absolutely.  Reflect prayerfully about your Lenten 
resolutions before making them.  Then make your-
self a list.  But be modest.  You may be setting your-
self up for disappointment if you set unrealistic 
goals.  And doing a little with love and devotion is 
spiritually more beneficial than trying to do much 
but doing it halfheartedly. 

The Basics of Lent © Copyright 2017 by All Saints Press 
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Third Sunday of Lent           March 12, 2023 

THIRSTING FOR LIFE-GIVING WATERS 
 Especially during the Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter 
seasons, the prayer texts of the Eastern Church revel in par-
adoxical images of Christ: the eternal life who is put to 
death, the host of the supper who is also its meal, the thirsty 
crucified one with living water streaming from his side. 
These images flow from the evangelists’ portrayals of Jesus 
and from his very ministry, during which he often upset or 
reversed people’s expectations about him or the ways of 
God. This “reversal” is at play in today’s Gospel, as Jesus 
speaks to an enemy foreigner who is also a woman beneath 
his status. In addition he, the thirsting one, shows the wom-
an to be the one truly thirsting. He—whose parched lips 
will say “I thirst” before he dies—is the source of life and 
life-giving water. Lent calls upon us to dwell on how each 
of us is thirsting for Christ, and it leads us, ultimately, back 
to the life-giving waters of our baptism into his Body. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Long ago, the custom of sending some pieces of conse-
crated bread from the Lord’s table began to take hold. Orig-
inally it was a way of assuring the sick and imprisoned of 
their bonds of faith and affection with the community from 
whom they were separated. By the third century, at least in 
Rome, we have evidence that the bishop would consign 
some of the sacred elements to presbyters or deacons. 
 There was a crisis in the unity of the church early on, 
called the quartodeciman controversy, since some people 

wanted to celebrate the Pasch on the fourteenth day 
(quartodecima) of the Jewish month Nissan, even if it did-
n’t fall on a Sunday. The debate so fractured the church 
that the historian of the era, Eusebius, reported a new de-
velopment to the pope. He wrote that the churches holding 
to the Lord’s Day sent out consecrated bread to the dis-
gruntled people of the quartodeciman pastors with whom 
they were quarreling. Meanwhile, bishops complained 
about people taking the Eucharist home. St. Cyprian told a 
cautionary tale of a sinful woman who tried to open the 
“casket” containing the consecrated bread in her home. She 
was deterred from receiving, he said, by flames erupting 
from the box. Clearly, he wanted people to think twice be-
fore bringing Communion home! 
 The Council of Nicaea defined the “old rule of the 
church” as allowing for reserving the eucharistic bread for 
the sake of the dying. The same council could foresee cir-
cumstances of persecution when people might have the Eu-
charist on hand to administer to one another in a time of 
great danger, literally, at the point of a sword. The first and 
enduring purpose for reserving the Eucharist is viaticum for 
the dying. 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Heating Oil ■ Propane
Furnaces ■ Boilers ■ Air Conditioners

Sales / Service / Installation
“Our Roots are here, others only have Branches”

CALL TODAY FOR A PRICE QUOTE

610.692.3388    www.ShellerOil.com

Steve Scanlon, Proprietor
Free Estimates on New Heating/AC Systems

Fully Insured • Boothwyn, PA 19061
610-485-4173    www.sdmechanicals.com

10 % DISCOUNT FOR PARISHIONERS!

Andrew Pratt, DMD
Kate Cavanaugh, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Placement 

and Restoration
Zoom Bleaching System
Welcoming New Patients

Chaddsford Professional Ctr.
610-558-5699

“Ceremonies as special as the life they are commemorating”
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 610-444-4116
 Keely W. Griffin, supervisor
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Academic support, private transportation, and before and after care.

EARLY CHILDHOOD
THROUGH 8TH GRADE

302-475-5370
2120 Veale Road, Wilmington, DE 19810
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Town & Country
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PULLMAN PLUMBING, INC.
Complete Plumbing Services

Toilet and Leaks Repaired

Drain Cleaning • Well Systems

(610) 558-3338 - (302) 475-1316
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Concordville Town Centre
Dental

Comprehensive Dental Services 
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2nd Annual 
Lenten Fish Fry/Grilled Cheese Dinner 

ST. CORNELIUS PARISHST. CORNELIUS PARISHST. CORNELIUS PARISH   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Friday, March 31, 2023  5:00 – 7:00 PM 
Location: Walker Hall 

Cost:  $15.00 per Fish Meal 
           $10.00 per Grilled Cheese Meal 
           $40.00 per family (Parents and dependent children) 
Meal includes:  Fried Fish with French Fries, & Cole Slaw 
        Or Grilled Cheese, French Fries & Cole Slaw 

MARCH 

31 
LENTEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FISH FRY 

Reserve your meal and seating time slot 
online by Sunday, March 26! 

 
Scan the QR code to register or go 

to the St. Cornelius website at: 
www.saintcornelius.org 

Reservations will also be taken after Mass the 
weekends of March 12, 19 and 26. 


