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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 
I Sunday of Advent 

December 3, 2023 
 Advent this year is less than the usual four full weeks. The fourth Sunday of Advent is Christmas Eve. 
As we move into Advent today, the topic in the Gospel passage is time and how little we realize its signifi-
cance. St. Augustine said: If you ask me what time it I can tell you. If you asked me what is time I would not 
know how to begin. In our youth time matters very little. We dispose of one day and move on to the next as if 
there were an endless supply of them. We convince ourselves that we are in control of them as well as in con-
trol of what we foolishly refer to as my time. People often say to me: Oh I know how busy you are and I don’t 
want to take up any of your time. My usual response is that time is about all I can give you. It was given to me 
and I can share it. Have you ever had someone say to you: Thank you for taking the time…? I often speak to 
people about the ministry of presence. One need not say anything profound in order to have an impact on an-
other person’s life. Simply taking the time to be present can hold much more impact than speaking. 
 And now we enter into this Sacred Time, I have a sense that we have lost Advent. We are still holding 
on to Lent, the major Penitential Season. But Advent, a minor Penitential Season, has all but been swallowed 
up by the “C” word. And no, I do not mean Christmas. Advent has been swallowed up by Commerce. In his 
apostolic letter Dies Domini (The Day of the Lord) Pope St. John Paul II encouraged people to rediscover the 
meaning of the Sabbath. You might consider reading that brief statement from the Holy Father. It would be 
very much worth your time. (Pun intended.) Just as Sunday has been replaced with “the weekend,” which is 
now occupied by sports in the Western World, Advent has been hijacked by shopping. During the fleeting 
weeks of Advent there will be demands made upon us, some legitimate many not at all. Which calls on us to 
heed the admonition we receive today: Be watchful! Be alert! 
 We are regularly duped into looking forward to the tunc (then) and miss entirely the nunc (now). I 
know myself well enough that I need to be intentional about what it is I am doing and observing. I regu-
larly comment to friends and colleagues that if you want to hide something from me put it on the bulletin 
board. Take a lesson from that theatrical symbol of a life poorly lived, Willie Lohman. In his play Death 
of a Salesman, Arthur Miller has Loham literally scream: Attention must be paid! That is sort of what 
Isaiah the Prophet, St. Paul and John the Baptist do for us throughout Advent. We are called to realign 
our intellect and our intentions and fix our vision on the arrival of Christ not be fixated on the upcoming 
Yuletide celebrations.  

The call for vigilance that we have all throughout the season of Advent is to be on the watch for the 
arrival of the Lord into our world. You may think of this arrival occurring at the end of the world. I would of-
fer that the arrival is going to come to you today. In all probability you’ve picked up the bulletin while you 
were at Mass. Did you watch for His arrival there and then in the sacred moments of the Liturgy? Or were you 
checking your cell phone? Did you hear His Word? Or were you chatting about your afternoon plans with the 
person next to you? Granted that distractions happen; however, sometimes they are self-generated. Being a 
disciple requires discipline. Waiting requires strength and discipline.  

This season of Advent is not to be a period of passivity that only raises levels of frustration. Of Advent, 
Pope Francis said: [During Advent] “we journey to meet him, to encounter him with our hearts and our lives, 
to meet him, the living One, as he is; to meet him in faith.” All kinds of preparation will go into the next few 
weeks as the great season of Christmas renews us once again. Be renewed now in the spiritual preparation of 
watching for the Lord. Would you consider taking up the practice of daily scripture reading? Make a commit-
ment to use these upcoming days as spiritual preparation for the great feast we anticipate but cannot rush. 
 
 
Faithfully, 
 
Msgr. Diamond 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Christmas Eve Mass Schedule 
4:00 pm 

Celebrant: Fr. Joseph Serano, O. Praem. 
Music Provided by: 

11 am Contemporary Ensemble  

6:00 pm 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

Music Provided by: 
Strings and Young Voices  

8:00 pm 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

Music Provided by: 
Trumpet, Flute and Adult Choir 

10:00 pm 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

Music Provided by: 
Young Adult Quartet & Walnut Street Trio 

 

Christmas Day Mass Schedule 
8:30 am 

Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 
Music Provided by: 
Cantor and Organ 

11:00 am 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

Music Provided by: 
Cantor and Walnut Street Trio 

  
New Year’s Eve 

4:00 pm 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

New Year’s Day 
7:30 am 

Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

9:00 am 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

11:00 am 
Celebrant: Msgr. Diamond 

Christmas and New Year’s Mass Schedule 

Advent Vespers with Benediction 
Sunday Afternoons 3:00 pm 

Please join us! 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Friday, December 8 

7:30 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm 

Church Decorating 
Sunday, December 17 

5:00 pm 
Advent Penance Service 

Tuesday, December 19 
11:00 am & 7:00 pm 

Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Marie Cunnane 

Welcome to the Parish! 

Holy Hour - Join Us! 
Monday, December 4, 8:00 am 

After the 7:30 Mass, the Pro-Life Group is 
hosting a Holy Hour.  We will pray a ro-
sary for the unborn, and an end to abor-
tion.  We will also pray the Miraculous 
Medal Novena for the unborn.  There will 
be time for silent prayer. The hour will 
close at approximately 9:00 am. 

Look for this event monthly on 
the first Monday of the month. 

Knights of Columbus 
Council #12391 

The Knights of Columbus is an interna-
tional Order of Catholic men who are 
called to lead with faith, protect our 
families, serve others and defend values in a busy 
changing world. The St Cornelius Council #12391 will 
be holding a membership drive after all Masses on the 
weekend of December 2nd & 3rd.  The Knights will 
be available after all Masses to answer any questions 
about the Knights and the projects we support during 
the year. As a member of our Council you will find 
that Knights of Columbus membership brings Catholic 
men together in a powerful way. 
You may join at any time by going to KofC.org/joinus 

on the web, enter our council #12391  
and your information. 

 

St. CorneliusSt. Cornelius  
 
 
 
 
 

Order in the Church Narthex a er all Masses 
on the weekends of November 25-26,  

December 2-3, and December 9-10 

Pick-Up Dates: Thursday, December 14  
       and Friday December 15 

Orders available for pickup at the  
Parish Life Center 5 pm to 7pm 

 
Featuring 

Capt’n Chucky’s 
Famous “Smith Island 

Crab Cakes” 
 

Crab Cakes       $7.00 each  
Available in packs of 4, 6 or 12 

Lobster Stuffed Ravioli     $13 box of 14 
Crab Stuffed Ravioli     $13 box of 14 
Maryland Crab Soup     $14 per quart 
Crab Kritters      $18.00 per bag 

Bag of 50 bite-size crab cakes 
 
 
 
 

St. Cornelius Council #12391 

K N I G H T S  
OF COLUMBUS 
I    ,    . 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 3, 2023 

 
Be watchful! Be alert! 
     You do not know  
when the time will come. 

— Mark 13:33 

 Immaculate Conception 
Friday, December 8 

Masses: 7:30 am 
     12:00 Noon 
     7:00 pm 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Coffee 
The St. Cornelius Council of the 
Knights of Columbus will be 
hosting a coffee reception in the 
Holy Family Portico after the 
11:00 Mass on Sunday, December 3 Nick Cap-
pelli of Pronto Catering is again supplying us with 
the caffeine, cocoa and tea.  This month we ask 
parishioners with last names beginning with N-Z 
to help out by bringing a dozen or so baked goods 
to share with all our parishioners. 
Please join us after Mass with your fellow parish-
ioners. 

See you there!! 

SSG Ana Brunal 
SPC Mike Canfield 
Cpl Michael Castle 
Lt. Connor Cleary 

Fr. Joseph Coffey (Chaplain) 
Maj Robert B. Cusick, Jr. 

Capt Joshua deFreitas 
SSGT Michael DiVernieri 

Cadet Emily Fanning 
Lt. Ryan Gallagher 

2nd Lt. Nicholas Gallagher  
SSG. Eric Gardner 

Capt Matthew Gibbons 
Ens Patrick Gibbons 

Ens John Paul Gibbons 
Maj Rachel Gonzalez 
SPC Logan Hannum 

Sgt Andrew Hart 
Devin J. Hunt 

PO1 Nathan R. Keller 
1st Lt Lauren Kinnee 

Capt Daniel Kohli 
Maj. Chris Love 

Maj. Megan Love 

Sgt Jason Lyons 
2nd Lt. Kevin Malone 
Sgt Alexander Marlow 
Pfc Zachary Marlow  

Lt. Cmdr Daniel McCadden 
CSM Sean McGlensey 
Capt Jonathan McGrath 
LT Molly K. McGuckin 

LCDR Ryan A. McGuckin 
Maj. Sean P. Noll 

Lt. Col Brian J. O’Shea 
Lt. Cmdr Inga O’Shea 

Maj James O’Shea 
PFC L Roland 

LTJG Christian Samulewicz 
2nd Lt. Olivia Samulewicz 

Capt. Neal F. Schubert 
HM3 Charles Schwartz 

Ens Nicholas Spadaccini 
MSG Thomas Stone 

Cpl Mark Truex 
Lt. Christopher Vish 
Capt. Aidan Walsh 
Capt Jennifer Wynn 

Let us pray for our Men and Women 
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"Help provide home cooked meals to neighbors in need! Caring 
for Friends (formerly Aid for Friends) is collecting frozen 
meals and soups for homebound seniors and food insecure indi-
viduals. Meal trays and soup containers can be found in the 
utility closet on the right of the side door of the narthex. Con-
sider putting aside an extra dinner or soup portion, freeze it and 
then bring it to the freezer also located in the utility closet. 
PLEASE sign the meals and soup in on the list attached to the 
shelves next to the freezer. The food is distributed all over the 
Greater Philadelphia Area. This effort is on-going at our parish. 
We invite you to contribute what you can.” If you have ques-
tions, please contact Nancy Todor 609-234-1193 
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The 2023 Saint Cornelius “Giving Tree" continues to 
extend its branches to reach those in need this 
Christmas season.  This ministry benefits hundreds 
who need assistance. 
Every registered parish family should have received 
a letter detailing this year’s Giving Tree ministry 
along with an envelope to return gift cards.  We are 
predominantly asking for Gift Cards; please write the 
dollar amount of the gift card directly on the gift card.  
Gift cards can be 1) dropped in the Snowman in the 
Church Narthex, 2) dropped in the Music Room mail 
slot in the Narthex, 3) mailed to the Parish Life Cen-
ter (PLC at 160 Ridge Rd, Chadds Ford, PA 19317), 
or 4) dropped in the PLC mail slot at the building en-
trance door.  And the 150 gift tags asking for specific 
gifts for St. Thomas Aquinas have all been claimed – 
thank you! 
These seven charities which our Parish supports are 
in great need and your kindness and generosity will 
help to provide food, clothing, and Christmas gifts for 
these good people:  
• Catholic Social Services of Delaware County in 

Chester, 
• Mothers with children sheltered at Mary, Mother 

of Hope House III in Wilmington, 
• Mothers with babies living at Mothers' Home in 

Darby, 
• Three schools / outreach centers at St. Ignatius 

Parish, St. Thomas Aquinas Parish and St. Peter 
the Apostle Parish, all in Philadelphia. 

• Saint Cornelius Ministry of Caring aiding those in 
our own community.  

All gift cards must be dropped off at Church or the 
PLC by Sunday, December 10th to allow time for deliv-
ery to the recipients.  If purchasing a new gift as indicated 
on the gift tag, put the item in a gift bag (please do not 
wrap the gift), attach the tag securely to the gift bag, and 
place the gift under the Giving Tree by December 10th. 
It is through our charitable actions that we create 
a legacy that inspires others, for it is more of a 
blessing to give than to receive.  Thank You for 
your Generosity!  God Bless You and Your Fami-
lies this Christmas Season! 
If you have any questions or are interested in 
volunteering for this ministry please contact Mary 
Allen at 484-432-5098 (cell) or email 

maryballen16@verizon.net. 

St. Cornelius 
Giving Tree 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In our charity, let us pray 
for the repose of the soul of 

Joseph Cori 
Husband of Carmela Cori 

Eternal rest grant to him, O Lord. 
May he rest in peace. 

 St. Cornelius 
Early Learning Center 

We held our annual Turkey Trot the week before 
Thanksgiving and it was a big success! The parents took 
part in the 5K and the families took part in the “Fun Run”. 
There were games, crafts, raffles, a donut truck, and a 
bounce house. Many thanks to all the parent volunteers, 
the many businesses that contributed, the faculty, and to 
all our generous families who continue to support all our 
fundraising efforts! It was a fun morning for all!  

Session sign up 

Joyous Mysteries of the Rosary 
Saturday Mornings 

Joyous Mysteries of the Rosary aims to 
facilitate an experience where partici-
pants can encounter, contemplate and 
discuss the key mysteries in the life of 
Jesus Christ as contained within the Ro-
sary. The Rosary is simultaneously a 
contemplative prayer, a spiritual weapon 
and a catechetical tool. The goal is for 
each participant to encounter the person of Jesus Christ in the 
episodes, discussions and in their personal prayer. In doing 
so, Our Lord will teach them the art of Christian living as well 
as the art of Christian prayer. 

Dates: Saturdays, December 2, 2023 - January 27, 2024 
Dec 2 - Series Introduction and Preview 
Dec 9 - The Annunciation 
Dec 16 - The Visitation 
Dec 23 and 30 - Christmas Break (NO MEETING) 
Jan 6 - The Birth of Jesus 
Jan 13 - The Presentation 
Jan 20 - The Finding in the Temple 
Jan 27 - Series Conclusion and Review 

Time: 9:00 am - 10:30 am 
Location: Parish Life Center (PLC) 
Weekly Agenda: 

9:00 am Gathering, Food and Fellowship 
9:30 am Video 
10:00 am Discussion and Prayer 
10:30 am Closing 

The Sunday collection is very important 
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties.  So, if you are away on a Sunday, 
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church. 

November 26, 2023 
WeShare eGiving   $7,087.50 
Envelope Offering $11,208.50 
   $18,296.00 

November 19, 2023 
WeShare eGiving   $8,209.50 
Envelope Offering $10,834.50 
   $19,044.00 

“For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be.” 

Luke 12:34 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Ministry 
of Consolation 

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of people 
grieving the death of a significant person/persons in their 
lives, the ministry honors the words and example of the 
Lord Jesus: 

"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled" 
(Matthew 5:4). 

A team of four St. Cornelius church members have been 
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the Con-
solation Ministry. 
On December 16, 2023, the Consolation Group will meet 
at the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from 2:30pm 
to 3:30pm. 

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions 
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180. 
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The Faith Community 

Nurse  
Holistic Health Ministry 

On request, Faith Community Nurses are 
making home visits to families who may be experienc-
ing medical or social difficulties.  The nurses confiden-
tially address the needs holistically through bringing 
with them prayers from the parish, a knowledge of the 
medical field and process for providing support.  If you 
know of anyone in the parish or beyond who would 
benefit from these services, please email:  
stcfcn@gmail.com.  Contact person is Joan Holliday, 
RN/FCN at (610) 717-2180. 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  
AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 

Shawn Donnelly, Lillian Corbett, Eileen Kane, C. 
McCollum, Joshua Gidlewski, Denise Banta, Patty Burke, 
Tom Eno, Raul Gesmundo, Diana Duffy, Isaac Burks, Su-
zanne Agren, Gabe Grant, Nancy Cunningham, Jay Hol-
land, Thomas Drane, Kara Ulatowski, Harold Von Brock-
dorff, Jeff Behm, Mary Harmes, Mary Helen Arthur, Anne 
Spetzer,  Carolyn Duffy, Carleen Peters, Marian Short, 
Matthew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Cindy Ficca, Paul Lucas, 
Carla Santoleri, Richard Meccarrielli, Edward Field, Judy 
Field, Joyce Monaco, Matthew Hurst, Leonard Smith, Jr., 
Jim Waters, Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, 
Sean Mulvey, George Butler, Margaret Butler, Patricia 
Wells, Kathy Williams, Michael Gibbons, Shirley Masse, 
Ellen Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Elizabeth Kephart, 
Tina Landis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Michelle Dillione, 
Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Kylee Dougherty, Dave and 
Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie May McGrath, 
Vicki Wojdak, Andrea Bateman, Brandon Heacock, Britta-
ny Lott, Nancy Young, Peyton Lott, Billy Lott, Nanci 
Ehmer, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell, Ellie McCreight, Ellie 
Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael McKinnen, Connie 
Carney, Luke Post, Jim Buckley, Jerome Lienhard 

HEED THE CALL 
VOCATION OFFICE FOR 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 
Visit our website 

WWW.HeedTheCall.org 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Brandywine Pops Orches-
tra will present a free concert 
Monday, December 4th, 7:00 
p.m. in the Parish Life Center.  
The Pops Orchestra consists of 56 musicians from the 
local area.  An entertaining program of Christmas and 
Holiday music will be presented.  We hope to see you 
there! 

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
Why was a delegation of Catholic leaders from  
Côte d'Ivoire in Washington, DC last month to 
talk with decision-makers about the growing vio-
lence in the central Sahel region? Because the people 
of Côte d'Ivoire are directly affected by the violence 
in at least 3 ways: 
1) Threat of terrorist attacks: Côte d'Ivoire faces the 
threat of terrorist attacks who have expanded their 
operations from the Sahel to the coastal countries of 
West Africa, including Côte d'Ivoire. 2) Influx of ref-
ugees and displaced people: Côte d'Ivoire must deal 
with the influx of refugees and displaced people 
from the neighboring Sahel countries, especially 

Burkina Faso and Mali, who are 
fleeing from violence, poverty and 
hunger. 3) Impact of climate 
change: Côte d'Ivoire must cope 
with the impact of climate change 
and environmental degradation 
that affect the Sahel region and 
beyond. Climate change exacer-
bates the risk of conflict over 

scarce resources, such as land and water, between 
different groups and communities. Visit www.crs.org 
today to see how you can help! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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CATHOLIC 
CHARITIES 

APPEAL 2023 
catholiccharitiesappeal.org 

 

 
If your investment portfolio has appreciated assets, a great 
way to reduce your taxes and donate to the church is to 
gift St. Cornelius appreciated investments.  If you do have 
appreciated investments, Saint Cornelius is able to accept 
stocks and mutual funds as a charitable contribution 
through TD Ameritrade. 
For further information, please contact David P. 
Bauer, the business manager for the church, at 
610-459-2502. 

Thank you for your generous support of the parish. 

Charitable Giving 
Through Appreciated 

Stocks and Mutual Funds 

Monsignor’s 
Thursday Email 

Msgr. Diamond’s weekly Thursday Email is a popu-
lar weekly news letter for our parishioners.  Currently 
there are over 1049 people who receive his email 
each Thursday afternoon.  If you would like to be on 
our distribution list, please call the office at (610) 459
-2502 or send your request to be added to our distri-
bution at  

Stcorn1@comcast.net. 

You can contact Mrs. Sullivan at 
stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 

the PREP office (610) 459-7723 

PREP 
We We are excited to welcome everyone back to 
class today at 10 so we can celebrate the first Sunday 
of Advent together.  Our Sunday students will meet 
in the school while our July Summer session will 
meet in the PLC.  As a reminder our summer session 
students need to wear their hair pulled back and bring 
hats to wear for our activity. 
As your family begins to prepare for the Christmas 
season, we encourage you to spend time praying as a 
family during Advent. 
If you have any questions about our PREP program, 
please contact Julie Sullivan at 

stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

YOUTH GROUP 
During the first week of Ad-
vent, I encourage you all to 
perform an act of kindness 
for your fellow man.  What 
a wonderful way to spread 
the hope of the season with 
others!  If you have sugges-
tions of activities or service 
projects you would like us to consider in 2024, please 
contact Julie Sullivan at stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
We would like to welcome all of our children 3-7 
join us for the liturgy of the word in the chapel dur-
ing the 9 am mass.  This is a special time for the chil-
dren to experience the Lord’s message together. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows 
from the sacrifice of the Mass and serves to 

deepen our hunger for Communion with 
Christ and the rest of the Church. 

Join us for Adoration on Friday 
mornings after Mass.  You are 

welcome to visit anytime during the day 
until we repose the Blessed Sacrament 

at 4:00 PM. 
If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday, 

there will be NO exposition. 

Be sure to mark your calendar for our 
parish Penance Service  As has been 
our custom we will have two opportu-
nities to receive the sacrament: 

11:00 AM and 7:00 PM 
We take this time in Advent to 

prepare ourselves for the coming of 
the Lord. 

DECEMBER 
PARISH 

PENANCE 
SERVICE 

19 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Weekly Mass Schedule 
(Week of December 4 - December 8) 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Morning 
Intention:  Missa pro populo (Mass for the people) 
Reading:  Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7;  

Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 1 Cor 1:3-9;  
Mk 13:33-37 

Monday 7:30 AM 
St. John Damascene  

Intention:  Clara DeBoto 
Reading:  Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11  

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Lucretta Fitzpatrick 
Reading:  Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  

Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday 7:30 AM 

St. Nicholas 
Intention:  Grace Cullen 
Reading:  Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37  

Thursday 7:30 AM 
St. Ambrose 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Intention:  Robert Post 
Reading:  Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  

Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday 

7:30 AM ● 12:00 Noon ● 7:00 PM 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Holy Day of Obligation 
Reading:  Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 

Lk 1:26-38 

Sunday Mass Intentions 
7:30 AM Shirley Dooley 
9:00 AM Margaret Butler 
11:00 AM George Feeney 
4:00 PM Joseph Boyle 
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PILGRIM STATUE
12 - 03 - 2023    Jean Wysocki 
12 - 10 - 2023    Tom & Chris Weber 
12 - 17 - 2023    Mary Chuchman 

Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 
for more information. 

Updating Our Prayer List 
We are attempting to update our prayer list as it  
has grown over the years.  If you know of a  
loved one listed whom you feel has been help- 
ed by our prayers and are now recovered, please 
email the office at stcorn1@comcast.net so we can 
remove their name. 

We are beginning our fall Bible Study once again 
with Monsignor Diamond.  All women and men are 
invited to join us each Thursday morning from 
9:00 to 10:00 am., in the PLC.  
The goal of this Scripture study will  
be to broaden our knowledge of  
Scripture, our church’s teaching  
regarding the Scriptures, and how 
it can enhance our understanding  
and personal faith life. 

If you have questions, please call  
Nancy Todor - cell 609-234-1193. 

BIBLE STUDY 

Prayer Shawl Ministry… 
Come, Join US! 
Did you know that each baby baptized at St. Cornelius re-
ceives a hand-made blanket made by our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry?  You are welcome to join us in this rewarding 
ministry.  We also make shawls, blankets, scarves, hats, 
mittens etc. for elderly homes, the Giving Tree and anyone 
looking for a comforting gift. 

Every 4th Monday of each month 
1:30pm to 3:00pm 

We find ourselves in need of white acrylic yarn or funding 
to help continue this wonderful ministry.  Please prayerful-
ly consider donating to our ministry or purchasing a 
“Pound of Love” or “Caron Pound” of white acrylic yarn.  
We have a basket set up in the narthex, below the large TV 
monitor, to offer our works and for your donations. Also, 
you are welcome to drop off any yarn donations to the Par-
ish Life Center. Donations are greatly appreciated. 
Shawls and blankets are available in the Bethany Room.  If 
you have any questions, please contact 

Mary Jo Shell, (610) 361-8198 
or Joanne Fonash, (610) 299-9694 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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GOD HAS A DIFFERENT PLAN 
 We begin the season of Advent with a heartfelt call for 
our own repentance. We remember God’s faithful love for 
us, and call upon God to help us to turn back. For “behold, 
you are angry, and we are sinful” (Isaiah 64:4). In the first 
reading and in the psalm, we recall God’s promises and 
lament our unfaithfulness and our guilt. We call upon 
God’s might and power in order to save us. With Isaiah, we 
ask God to “rend the heavens and come down, / with the 
mountains quaking before you” (Isaiah 63:19). 
 Yes, God is faithful to us, because we are the work of 
God’s hands. God is the potter, we are the clay. And yet, 
our concept of how God will come to save us is rooted in 
our own expectations of a warrior God who crushes moun-
tains and thunders into our lives with great noise and glory. 
But God has a different plan: the Incarnation. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Advent calendars appear now in many homes, and new-
fangled formats are even available on line. Children have fun 
opening the doors and windows keyed to the days counting 
down to Christmas. Behind each door is a picture related to 
the Christmas mystery, perhaps a scripture verse or saying, but 
more and more these days something totally unconnected to 
religious life, like a small toy or a chocolate treat, appears in-
stead. The Advent calendar is not very old as traditions go. 
We can trace it back to German-speaking Christians, both 

Protestant and Catholic. Lutherans might have originated the 
custom by placing chalk marks on doors starting December 1, 
lighting candles every day, or placing a new religious picture 
on the wall each day during Advent. The oldest known hand-
made calendar goes back to 1851, and the first printed ones 
appeared in 1908 in Germany with Bible verses behind the 
doors. By far the most interesting calendar is a building, the 
town hall (Rathaus) of Gengenbach in Germany’s Black For-
est. Every year the townspeople invite an illustrator of chil-
dren’s books to create twenty-four paintings or motifs for each 
of the twenty-four main windows of the building. Every night 
the people gather to see a new window opened and illuminat-
ed. 

Very few commercial Advent calendars pay much atten-
tion to the core values of our liturgical calendar: the pivotal 
place of Sunday, the importance of Advent feasts like Saint 
Lucy and Saint Nicholas, and the clear shift in tone on De-
cember 17 from Advent longing and preparation toward im-
minent hope in Christ’s coming. That kind of creativity is left 
up to you! 

—Rev. James Field 
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“Our Roots are here, others only have Branches”
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Town & Country

Pat Harvey
610-563-8811 

www.patharvey.com
patharvey@comcast.net

1479 Wilmington Pike
West Chester, PA 19382

ELECTRICAL
994-3400
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Switches • Outlets • Lighting •Appliance Circuits
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• Heating
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• Plumbing
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• Remodeling

Serving the Delaware Valley since 1971
Joe Oliver, Founder      Member of Parish

484-477-4032 • OliverHeatCool.com

(302) 475-0466 (302) 764-8666

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 Foulk Rd. Garnet Valley, PA 19060
Across from Booth’s Corner Farmers Market
PA: 610-485-6200    Peter B. Pagano, Jr., Owner/Supervisor
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CREMATORY

PULLMAN PLUMBING, INC.
Complete Plumbing Services

Toilet and Leaks Repaired

Drain Cleaning • Well Systems

(610) 558-3338 - (302) 475-1316

331 Wilmington Pike, Suite 5

Glen Mills, PA   610-358-0600
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Comprehensive Dental Services 
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      Dr. Matthew J. Miller
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