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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 
II Sunday of Lent 

February 25, 2024 
 Lent is all about transformation, moving from the darkness of sin to the brightness of renewed disciple-
ship. To do that we will no doubt need to change which in Lent requires Grace and resolve. Flannery O’Con-
nor wrote that people resist Grace because Grace requires change and change is difficult. The manner we re-
spond to the need for Grace and change is evident though our words and actions. In a General Audience Pope 
Francis, prior to his visit to Philadelphia in 2015, told the assembly the three most important expressions that 
are so necessary for a family to embrace. Our Holy Father added: They are simple expressions, but not so sim-
ple to put into practice! They are: May I? Thank you. I’m sorry. 
 On the first Sunday of Lent we heard Jesus use the imperative mood when He called out to His follow-
ers: Repent! That requires the change about which O’Connor wrote. We are required to say I’m sorry to God 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Confession not only cleanses a person spiritually but it also names 
evil for what it is, objectifies it and requires sinners to take responsibility for it. Once evil has been honestly 
engaged, then with God’s grace and the support of other believers, evil can be overcome by goodness. St. John 
Henry Newman once said: People are generally not as bad as they could be. But they are not as good as the 
might be. 

From the Hebrew Scriptures this week we read that Abraham was called to change. With a direction 
from God which is more than counterintuitive we have the story of Abraham and Isaac. The story we hear to-
day in the first reading from Genesis reveals that a life of faith involves: a time of darkness, a trial and loving 
trust. Both characters, Abraham and Isaac, manifest their faith in God and in each other. Abraham does not 
understand what he has been ordered to do. We are rightly horrified at the prospect of human sacrifice. Ending 
the life of his only son would seem to, not just impede the fulfillment of God’s plan, it would end any possibil-
ity of Abraham’s children being as countless as the stars in the sky. Still Abraham trusted. Isaac did not under-
stand what it was that his father was requiring of him. Still Isaac trusted. How about us? 
 There are aspects of our life over which we have no control. I am not talking about the weather. On that 
topic alone we expend enormous amounts of our personal resources. Whoever would have thought that an en-
tire television network would dedicate itself to reporting about the weather? Yet despite all our interest, there 
is absolutely nothing that any of us can do to affect a change. But what about those things in our life we can 
change? What about those things in our life that do not belong in the life of a believer, the life of a disciple. 
The season of Lent is all about change. Are we, like Abraham, courageous enough to follow a life of faith that 
involves challenges to us at the deepest level of our being? 
 Rejoice in our Catholic faith. It empowers us to recognize the ability of God to live and act in and 
through us. A noted physicist was once asked what the strongest force in the universe was. He answered as a 
scientist and a believer: Love. He further explained that loving The Love, the One who first loved, enables you 
to draw on that love and then extend it to others. That is faith. Life without faith is death.   

In these days of Lent and beyond, when we are tested, tried and in darkness realize that our faith will 
enable us not to be well but to be victorious. Have you noticed that in the celebration of Mass in Lent all the 
prayers tend to look forward to Easter and beyond? Keep your eyes fixed on that future glory and embrace the 
moment.  
Faithfully, 
 
 
Msgr. Diamond 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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We are continuing our Bible Study with Monsignor 
Diamond. All women and men are invited to join us 
each Thursday morning from 10:00 to 11:00 am., in 

the PLC.  The goal of this Scripture 
study will be to broaden our 
knowledge of Scripture, our 
church’s teaching regarding the 

Scriptures, and how it can enhance 
our understanding and personal faith life. 

If you have questions, please call  
Nancy Todor - cell 609-234-1193. 

Scripture Study 

Lent is the annual preparation for Easter observance 
calling us to reform our lives and to open our hearts 
to the spiritual blessings God has promised to bestow 
on us.  Lent begins Ash Wednesday and ends Holy 
Thursday evening when the Triduum begins. 
What Must I do? 
According to the Church’s Canon Law, all healthy 
Catholics from age 18 to 59 are required to fast and 
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and Good Fri-
day, and to abstain from meat on all other Fridays of 
Lent.  Youth 14 and older are also to abstain from 
meat on those days.  “Fasting” means that no more 
than one main meal is eaten daily, while in the same 
day no more than two partial meals are eaten which 
together don’t equal the one main meal. 
What Should I do? 
Take the necessary steps to get yourself on the road 
to conversion and spiritual renewal.  To help you do 
this, the three main Lenten disciplines urged are 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  We are invited dur-
ing Lent to practice these disciplines often.  But these 
aren’t just chores we must do because the Church 
strongly urges them; they are above all opportunities 
to grow in faith and in love for God. 
Why Prayer, Fasting and Alms? 
The Lenten basic practices of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving are rooted in Jesus’ original guidance 
about how to be his disciples that we find in the Ser-
mon on the Mount (Mt Chapters 5-7).  The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church (#1966-1972) also re-
minds us that Jesus here outlines for us the new law 
which, if we embrace and implement it, will lead us 
more surely to the interior renewal and growth in ho-
liness and perfection that Jesus expects of us as his 
disciples. 
Should I set Lenten Goals? 
Absolutely.  Reflect prayerfully about your Lenten 
resolutions before making them.  Then make yourself 
a list.  But be modest.  You may be setting yourself 
up for disappointment if you set unrealistic goals.  
And doing a little with love and devotion is spiritual-
ly more beneficial than trying to do much but doing it 
halfheartedly. 

The Basics of Lent © Copyright 2017 by All Saints Press 

  

The Basics of Lent 

The Knights of Columbus 
presenting 

St. Paddy’s Day Dinner 

 
 
 
 

Featuring Irish Music by 
 
 

And Dancing with DJ Schaffer! 
Saturday, March 9, 2024 

6:00pm to 10:00pm 
St. Cornelius Parish Life Center 

Buffet Dinner 
Beer, Set-up & Mixers for BYOB 
Tickets $50.00 per person 
         Make checks payable to the Knights of Columbus 

More information, 
call 610-459-2502 

The O’Rourke’s  
Irish Folk Music and Sea Shanties 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Coffee 
The St. Cornelius Council of the 
Knights of Columbus will be 
hosting a coffee reception in the 
Holy Family Portico after the 
11:00 Mass on Sunday, March 3, Nick Cappelli of 
Pronto Catering is again supplying us with the caf-
feine, cocoa and tea.  This month we have asked 
our lectors to help out by bringing a dozen or so 
baked goods to share with all our parishioners.  
Why not ask one of them how you too could be-
come a lector 

Please join us after Mass with your 
fellow parishioners. 

See you there!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
"Help provide home cooked meals to neighbors in need! Caring 
for Friends (formerly Aid for Friends) is collecting frozen meals 
and soups for homebound seniors and food insecure individuals. 
Meal trays and soup containers can be found in the utility closet 
on the right of the side door of the narthex. Consider putting 
aside an extra dinner or soup portion, freeze it and then bring it 
to the freezer also located in the utility closet. PLEASE sign the 
meals and soup in on the list attached to the shelves next to the 
freezer. The food is distributed all over the Greater Philadelphia 
Area. This effort is on-going at our parish. We invite you to con-
tribute what you can.” If you have questions, please contact 
Nancy Todor 609-234-1193 
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16th Annual Archdiocesan 
Catholic Men’s Conference  

Register for 
MAN UP PHILLY 2024 

 
 
 
 

On Saturday March 2, 2024 at St. John Vianney Hall The-
ater, Cardinal O’Hara High School.  The men of the parish 
are invited to join Catholic men from throughout the Arch-
diocese for the 16th Annual Archdiocesan Catholic Men's 
Conference. 
Speakers will include Mark Hartfiel, Vice President of 
Paradisus Dei. For over 15 years, Mark has worked tire-
lessly to help thousands of men recognize their calling as 
authentic leaders in their marriages and families through 
the That Man is You! men's program. He witnessed it 
from its infancy with one to now 500 parishes across 42 
states and over 20,000 men.  Other speakers will include: 

• Danny Bader - Best-selling author whose life was 
transformed by a near death experience.  

• Mike Schmidt – Philadelphia Phillies and National 
Baseball Hall of Fames.  

• Deacon Nathan Gunn - Initiatives Coordinator for 
the Young Life Northeast Division which ensures col-
laboration between Young Life and the Catholic 
Church. 

The return of acclaimed Irish tenor, Mark Forrest, who 
will again provide inspirational accompaniment during a 
special Eucharistic Adoration.  
The Conference will conclude with Saturday Mass (not the 
Sunday Vigil) celebrated by Archbishop Nelson J. Perez. 
What better gift can you give the important men in your 
life than an opportunity to grow deeper in their faith? 

To register go to https://manupphilly.com/registration 
St John Vianney Hall Theater 

Cardinal O’Hara High School 
1701 S. Sproul Road 

Springfield, PA 19064 

IN COMMUNION WITH OUR SAINTS 

Saint Gregory of Narek, 
Monk and Doctor of the Church 

Gregory was raised in a monastery and eventually entered 
the Narek Monastery, known as Narekavank in what is 
now Turkey, as a monk and lived there for nearly the en-
tirety of his life. 
At the time, Armenia was experiencing a literature, paint-
ing, architecture, and theological renais-
sance, in which Gregory participated. 
As an Armenian monk, Gregory lived 
humbly and taught at the monastic 
school. He wrote his prayers in the ency-
clopedia of prayer for all nations in 
hopes the book would one day guide 
people of all stations around the world to 
prayer. 
He was a leader of the well-developed 
school of Armenian mysticism at the Monastery and was 
asked to answer the question, "What can one offer to God, 
our creator, who already has everything and knows every-
thing better than we could ever express it?" 
In his Book of Prayer, also called the Book of Lamenta-
tions or the Song of Songs, Gregory wrote that the answer 
to the question is "the sighs of the heart." The book con-
tains 91 prayers and was completed one year before he 
died. 
Several miracles and traditions have been traced back to 
Gregory and he is known as "the watchful angel in human 
form." 
Gregory of Narek was venerated as a saint by the Armeni-
an Catholic Church and is also recognized as a saint of the 
Roman Catholic church. On April 12, 1015, Pope Francis 
officially proclaimed Gregory of Narek as a Doctor of the 
Church. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Let us pray for our Men and Women 
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for: 
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The Sunday collection is very important 
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties.  So, if you are away on a Sunday, 
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church. 

February 18, 2024 
WeShare eGiving   $7,807.50 
Envelope Offering $15,106.50 
   $22,914.00 

“For where your treasure is, 
there also will your heart be.” 

Luke 12:34 

SAVE THE DATE 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Women's Lenten Soup Supper 
Thursday Evening, March 14, 

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM 
Speaker: Fr. Thomas Whittingham, 

Topic: Divine Mercy and The Eucharist 
Step out of your daily routine to be fed, spiritually, so-
cially and physically, by encountering Jesus while en-
joying a traditional Lenten meal of soup, bread and wa-
ter with friends. 
Save the date now and stay tuned for further details in 
the bulletin and Monsignor Diamond’s weekly email. 

MARCH 
LENTEN 

SOUP SUPPER 
14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As the National Eucharistic Revival (June 2023 - 
June 2024) moves into the Parish phase of this na-
tional effort, I invite you to share a reflection of the 
Eucharist.  As you compose your thoughts, these bul-
let points below may help to guide you in your reflec-
tion. 
• What does the Eucharist mean to you? 
• How does the Eucharist help you in prayer and 

your spiritual life? 
• Any memories of your First Holy Communion? 
• How does the Eucharist strengthen you or how 

does the Eucharist challenge you? 
It can be prose or poetry or another form of expres-
sion. About 250 words. Please give a title to your 
contribution. Submissions may appear in the bulletin 
and/or our website. Who knows, your words may in-
spire someone else to reflect on the importance of the 
Holy Eucharist. Share them with others. Please send 
submissions to stcorn1@comcast.net. 

Bob Holliday shares with us his Eucharistic inspira-
tion as it is derived from Pope Francis’ encyclical 
Laudato Si’. 

When I reflect on the meaning of the Eucharist in my life 
today, I am always drawn back to the following two imag-
es and the description of Pope Francis in his encyclical, 
Laudato Si’ as a starting point for my contemplation: 
From Laudato Si’ (236): 
It is in the Eucharist that all that has been created finds its 
greatest exaltation… In the Eucharist, fullness is already 
achieved; it is the living center of the uni-
verse, the overflowing core of love and of 
inexhaustible life.  Joined to the incarnate 
Son, present in the Eucharist, the whole 
cosmos gives thanks to God.  Indeed the 

Eucharist is itself an act 
of cosmic love… The 
Eucharist joins heaven and earth; it em-
braces and penetrates all creation.  The 
world which came forth from God’s 
hands returns to him in blessed and un-
divided adoration: in the bread of the 
Eucharist, “creation is projected to-
wards divinization, towards the holy 

wedding feast, towards unification with the Creator him-
self” (Pope Benedict XVI).  Thus the Eucharist is also a 
source of light and motivation for our concerns for the 
environment, directing us to be stewards of all creation.” 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Helping Hands 
and Hearts 

This ministry offers temporary help (meals, errands, 
etc.) to individuals and families in need!  If you are 
aware of someone in need or would like to be a volun-
teer helper, please contact Marilyn Gustin at 
mgustin05@gmail.com (484) 732-8842. 

In a world that can be void of meaning and leave 
young adults restless and dissatisfied, Young Catholic 
Professionals Philadelphia brings together young pro-
fessionals in their 20s and 30s into a community of 
belonging, support, and encouragement at all stages 
of your faith journey.  Young Catholic Professionals 
empowers and equips you to live your Catholic faith 
through everyday work and to perform all work with 
excellence for the glory of God. 
Our patron saint is Saint Joseph the Worker.  Our 
mission calls upon the intercession of Saint Joseph 
the Worker, a simple carpenter who reminds us of the 
importance of stillness, reflection, and prayer. 
Young Catholic Professionals mission is to challenge, 
train, and inspire young adults working in various 
professional careers to work in witness for Christ.  
For more information go to our local Philadelphia 
website at  

www.ycpphiladelphia.org/cpages/home 

Holy Hour - Join Us! 
Monday, March 4, 8:00 am 

After the 7:30 Mass, the Pro-Life Group is 
hosting a Holy Hour.  We will pray a ro-
sary for the unborn, and an end to abortion.  
We will also pray the Miraculous Medal 
Novena for the unborn.  There will be time 
for silent prayer. The hour will close at 
approximately 9:00 am. 

Look for this event monthly on 
the first Monday of the month. 

 St. Cornelius 
Early Learning Center 

We learned all about the season of Lent this week. The 
children learned that Lent is forty days and the first day of 
Lent is Ash Wednesday. Monsignor Diamond came to all 
our classrooms and explained why we receive ashes on 
Ash Wednesday. The children learned that the ashes tell 
      everyone we see that we love Jesus 

and we are followers of Jesus. Once 
the ashes are gone, we show oth-
ers that we are followers of Jesus 
by our words and actions. We 
are learning to be more like Je-
sus during Lent and all year 
long. We are focusing on the 
importance of helping and doing 

nice things for others; this is our 
Lenten Acts of Kindness.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



The Ministry 
of Consolation 

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of people 
grieving the death of a significant person/persons in their 
lives, the ministry honors the words and example of the 
Lord Jesus: 

"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled" 
(Matthew 5:4). 

A team of four St. Cornelius church members have been 
trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group for the Con-
solation Ministry. 
On March 16, 2024, the Consolation Group will meet at 
the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from 2:30pm to 
3:30pm. 

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions 
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180. 
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PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL  

AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM 
Rose Lovell, Ed Lovell, Lorraine Colgan, Lillian Corbett, 
Eileen Kane, C. McCollum, Joshua Gidlewski, Denise 
Banta, Patty Burke, Tom Eno, Raul Gesmundo, Diana 
Duffy, Isaac Burks, Suzanne Agren, Gabe Grant, Nancy 
Cunningham, Jay Holland, Thomas Drane, Kara Ulatowski, 
Harold Von Brockdorff, Mary Harmes, Mary Helen Arthur, 
Anne Spetzer,  Carolyn Duffy, Carleen Peters, Marian 
Short, Matthew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Cindy Ficca, Paul 
Lucas, Carla Santoleri, Richard Meccarrielli, Edward Field, 
Judy Field, Joyce Monaco, Matthew Hurst, Leonard Smith, 
Jr., Jim Waters, Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, 
Sean Mulvey, George Butler, Margaret Butler, Patricia 
Wells, Kathy Williams, Michael Gibbons, Shirley Masse, 
Ellen Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Elizabeth Kephart, 
Tina Landis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin, Michelle Dillione, 
Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Kylee Dougherty, Dave and 
Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie May McGrath, 
Vicki Wojdak, Andrea Bateman, Brandon Heacock, Britta-
ny Lott, Nancy Young, Peyton Lott, Billy Lott, Nanci 
Ehmer, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell, Ellie McCreight, Ellie 
Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael McKinnen, Connie 
Carney, Luke Post, Jim Buckley, Jerome Lienhard 

Monsignor’s 
Thursday Email 

Msgr. Diamond’s weekly Thursday Email is a popu-
lar weekly news letter for our parishioners.  Currently 
there are over 1061 people who receive his email 
each Thursday afternoon.  If you would like to be on 
our distribution list, please call the office at (610) 459
-2502 or send your request to be added to our distri-
bution at  

Stcorn1@comcast.net. 

             Assisted Hearing Devices  
 

We have assisted hearing devices, which connect directly 
to the sound system.  They are located on the table by the 
Sacristy entrance. 
Easy to operate: take a unit out of the charger, attach the 
ear piece, turn it on once you are seated.  A green light 
will blink and then remain on, adjust the volume. 
Comments from satisfied users: 
Wow - That is the first time in a long Time that I have 
heard everything at Mass. 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
Saint Cornelius has been notified 
by Villa Maria Academy that 
Kayla Cellucci, has been listed as 
receiving First Honors on the Hon-
or Roll for the first semester of the 
academic year 2023-2024. 

We congratulate and wish Kayla continued success in 
her academic endeavors. 

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT 
Palestinians in Gaza are facing mass starvation. 
Catholic Relief Services is joining Mercy Corps, 
 Refugees International and many other organiza-
tions in stating that only an immediate cease fire will 
save them. Visit www.crs.org for more information 
and to see how you can help! 
“Let us pray for peace in the Holy Land... Let us 
pray that the difficulties resolve themselves in dia-

logue and negotia-
tion and not with a 
mountain of dead 
on each side... We 
must not forget 
that grave viola-
tions of interna-
tional humanitari-
an law are war 
crimes, and that it 
is not sufficient to 
point them out, but 
also necessary to 
prevent them." 

 ~ Pope Francis 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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You can contact Mrs. Sullivan at 
stcornprep@scornelius.org or by calling 

the PREP office (610) 459-7723 

PREP 
Please join us in congratulating all of the children in 
our parish who made their first penance this Saturday 
February 24.  What a special time in their faith jour-
ney. 
We will see all of our Sunday program students in 
class Sunday February 25th for class at 10. 
If you are interested in volunteering within our prep 
programs as a teacher, aide, substitute, etc please 
contact Julie Sullivan at stcornprep@scornelius.org. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
There is no children’s liturgy this Sunday due to the 
President’s Day holiday.  We look forward to seeing 
the children back on February 25th. 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
Saint Cornelius has been notified by 
Padua Academy of the following 
young women from our parish who 
have earned Merited Honors.  Con-
gratulations to these young women 
and their families for continuing to 
develop spiritually, academically, 
physically and morally as responsible 
young women. 

We wish them continued success in their endeavors. 
Distinguished Honors 

Elena Pettineo - 10th Grade 
High Honors 

Elce Walsh - 11th Grade 
Juliana Mongiovi - 10th Grade 

Honors 
Valerie McIntyre - 12th Grade 

Bridget McManamon - 12th Grade 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows 
from the sacrifice of the Mass and serves to 

deepen our hunger for Communion with 
Christ and the rest of the Church. 

Join us for Adoration on Friday 
mornings after Mass.  You are 

welcome to visit anytime during the day 
until we repose the Blessed Sacrament 

at 4:00 PM. 
If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday, 

there will be NO exposition. 

The St .  Cornel iu s 
Li terary Socie ty 

The next read for our Bibliophiles is The Life You Save 
May Be Your Own by Paul Elie.  
The story of four modern American Catholics who made 
literature out of their search for God. In the mid-twentieth 
century four American Catholics came to believe that the 
best way to explore the questions of 
religious faith was to write about them
-in works that readers of all kinds 
could admire. The Life You Save May 
Be Your Own is their story-a vivid and 
enthralling account of great writers 
and their power over us. 
Thomas Merton was a Trappist monk 
in Kentucky; Dorothy Day the founder 
of the Catholic Worker in New York; 
Flannery O'Connor a "Christ-haunted" 
literary prodigy in Georgia; Walker Percy a doctor in New 
Orleans who quit medicine to write fiction and philoso-
phy. A friend came up with a name for them – the School 
of the Holy Ghost – and for three decades they exchanged 
letters, ardently read one another's books, and grappled 
with what one of them called a “predicament shared in 
common.” 
A pilgrimage is a journey taken in light of a story; and in 
The Life You Save May Be Your Own Paul Elie tells 
these writers' story as a pilgrimage from the God-obsessed 
literary past of Dante and Dostoevsky out into the thrilling 
chaos of postwar American life. It is a story of how the 
Catholic faith, in their vision of things, took on forms the 
faithful could not have anticipated. And it is a story about 
the ways we look to great books and writers to help us 
make sense of our experience, about the power of litera-
ture to change-to save-our lives. 

Our next gathering is Sunday, February 24th at 2:00. 
We meet in the Fr. Simon Room in the PLC. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Sunday Mass Intentions 
7:30 AM Frank Puzzenchera 
9:00 AM Gloria O’Reilly 
11:00 AM Vicente Baltazar 
4:00 PM William Grant 
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PILGRIM STATUE 

02 - 25 - 2024    Kathy Howley 
03 - 03 - 2024    Carla Santoleri 
03 - 10 - 2024    Carla Santoleri 

The new sign up sheet for 2024 is now 
available. Feel free to pick your dates.  
Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 

for more information. 

HEED THE CALL 
VOCATION OFFICE FOR 

DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 
Visit our website 

WWW.HeedTheCall.org 

St. CorneliusSt. Cornelius  
 
 
 
 
 

Order in the Church Narthex after all Masses 
on the weekends of March 2-3,  
March 9-10, and March 16-17 

Pick-Up Dates: Thursday, March 21 
       and Friday March 22 

Orders available for pickup at the  
Parish Life Center 5 pm to 7pm 

Featuring 
Capt’n Chucky’s 

Famous “Smith Island 
Crab Cakes” 

Crab Cakes      $7.00 each 
Available in packs of 4, 6 or 12 

Lobster Stuffed Ravioli     $16 box of 14 
Crab Stuffed Ravioli     $16 box of 14 
Maryland Crab Soup     $14 per quart 
Crab Kritters      $18.00 per bag 

Bag of 50 bite-size crab cakes 
St. Cornelius Council #12391 

K N I G H T S  
OF COLUMBUS 
I    ,    . 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
(Week of February 26 - March 1) 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Morning 
Intention:  Missa pro populo (Mass for the people) 
Reading:  Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Pt 3:18-
22; Mk 1:12-15  

Monday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Raymond Sharp 
Reading:  Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38  

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
St. Gregory of Narek 

Intention:  Jennifer Mauk 
Reading:  Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Raymond McKenney 
Reading:  Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28  

Thursday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Richard Bastian (Living) 
Reading:  Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31  

Friday 7:30 AM 
Abstinence from meat 

Intention:  Angelo Capoferri 
Reading:  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Second Sunday of Lent                February 25, 2024 

THE OBEDIENCE OF ABRAHAM AND JESUS 
 God tested Abraham by asking not for an ordinary sac-
rifice, which would have been a partial burning with the 
meat divided between God and the people and eaten by 
those who sacrificed, but for a holocaust, a total burning of 
the sacrificial animal. This type of sacrifice consecrated the 
entire offering to God alone. This is what God was asking 
of Abraham in offering his only son, Isaac. When Abraham 
demonstrated his obedience, that was enough. This story 
from today’s scriptures foretells the completion of the 
blood sacrifices of the old covenant in the new covenant: 
the blood of God’s own Son, offered to us on the cross and 
in the Eucharist. Abraham’s obedience foreshadows the 
obedience of Jesus to God’s promise of salvation. The obe-
dience of Abraham is rewarded in the birth to him, through 
Isaac, of many nations. The obedience of Jesus is rewarded 
in the salvation of all people for all time. 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The second Sunday of Lent every year recalls the Trans-
figuration of the Lord. Since the fourth century, Mount Ta-
bor has been the focus of devotion to this event. As moun-
tains go, it is not particularly lofty, rising about fifteen hun-
dred feet, within view of the Sea of Galilee and very close to 
Nazareth. Scripture doesn’t identify the mountain, but in the 
year 348 Saint Cyril of Jerusalem said he preferred Mount 
Tabor to Mount Hermon as the site of the Transfiguration, 
and his opinion won. It has long been a strategic military 

site, and ancient fortresses are visible on the heights. Over 
the centuries, churches and fortified monasteries rose on the 
mountaintop, only to be destroyed by various invaders. Six 
hundred years ago, local Christians started to decorate the 
ruins with flags and banners on the Feast of the Transfigura-
tion. In 1631, the Sultan granted permission to the Francis-
cans to live on Mount Tabor, and they have been there ever 
since, discovering the ruins of an old Crusader church and 
constructing the present church on the site in 1924.  
 The top of the mountain is divided into Greek Orthodox 
and Latin (that’s us) zones. At one time, tourists arrived on the 
summit by bus, but this is no longer permitted. Some ride bi-
cycles up a challenging and winding path, while others take 
the four thousand three hundred steps constructed for Chris-
tian pilgrims in the fourth century. It’s hard to imagine the 
fishermen following Jesus up this craggy mountain without 
complaint. Visitors will sympathize with Peter’s plan to con-
struct booths and stay put with Jesus, Moses, and Elijah for a 
while, enjoying the view, and planning the trip back down. 

—Rev. James Field 

PA4240

Heating Oil ■ Propane
Furnaces ■ Boilers ■ Air Conditioners

Sales / Service / Installation
“Our Roots are here, others only have Branches”

CALL TODAY FOR A PRICE QUOTE

610.692.3388    www.ShellerOil.com

Steve Scanlon, Proprietor
Free Estimates on New Heating/AC Systems

Fully Insured • Boothwyn, PA 19061
610-485-4173    www.sdmechanicals.com

10 % DISCOUNT FOR PARISHIONERS!

Andrew Pratt, DMD
Kate Cavanaugh, DMD

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Implant Placement 

and Restoration
Zoom Bleaching System
Welcoming New Patients

Chaddsford Professional Ctr.
610-558-5699

“Ceremonies as special as the life they are commemorating”
 250 West state st., Kennett square

 610-444-4116
 Keely W. Griffin, supervisor

  www.kuzoandfoulkfh.com  Funerals  •  Cremation • Monuments •  Celebrant  Ser vices

COME OVER TO OUR BANK!
FOR ALL YOUR BANKING NEEDS!

Competitive rates on Home Equity Loans.

 Convenient hours: M.-W. Th. Fr. Sat.
  9-4 9-5 9-6 10-1

100 Ridge Road, Chadds Ford -- 610-361-8790

3333 Concord Road, Aston -- 610-497-1800

3 State Road, Media -- 610-565-7044
Member FDIC
www.iwsb.com

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Town & Country

Pat Harvey
610-563-8811 

www.patharvey.com
patharvey@comcast.net

1479 Wilmington Pike
West Chester, PA 19382

ELECTRICAL
994-3400

Trouble shooting & Repairs • Service Upgrades
Switches • Outlets • Lighting •Appliance Circuits

SECURITY
994-5400

Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Access Control

www.delcollo.com  Residential • Commercial • Institutional  Established 1975

EXPERTS IN:
• Heating
• Cooling
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Remodeling

Serving the Delaware Valley since 1971
Joe Oliver, Founder      Member of Parish

484-477-4032 • OliverHeatCool.com

(302) 475-0466 (302) 764-8666

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 Foulk Rd. Garnet Valley, PA 19060
Across from Booth’s Corner Farmers Market
PA: 610-485-6200    Peter B. Pagano, Jr., Owner/Supervisor

*ON*
*SITE*

CREMATORY

PULLMAN PLUMBING, INC.
Complete Plumbing Services

Toilet and Leaks Repaired

Drain Cleaning • Well Systems

(610) 558-3338 - (302) 475-1316

331 Wilmington Pike, Suite 5

Glen Mills, PA   610-358-0600
www.SwiatekOrtho.com

Concordville Town Centre
Dental

Comprehensive Dental Services 
for the Whole Family

Dr. Douglas A Filidore
      Dr. Matthew J. Miller
610-459-3644
www.concordvilledental.com
Concordville Town Centre
Routes 1 and 322
Glenn Mills, PA

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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3rd Annual 
Lenten Fish Fry/Grilled Cheese Dinner 

ST. CORNELIUS PARISHST. CORNELIUS PARISHST. CORNELIUS PARISH   
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

Friday, March 22, 2024  5:00 – 7:00 PM 
Location: Walker Hall 

Cost:  $15.00 per Fish Meal 
           $10.00 per Grilled Cheese Meal 
           $40.00 per family (Parents and dependent children) 
Meal includes:  Fried Fish with French Fries, & Cole Slaw 
        Or Grilled Cheese, French Fries & Cole Slaw 

MARCH 

22 
LENTEN 

  
  
  
  
  
  

FISH FRY 

Reserve your meal and preferred seating 
time slot online by Sunday, March 17! 

Watch this bulletin space and 
Monsignor’s Thursday email 

for on-line registration. 
Reservations will also be taken after Mass the 
weekends of March 16 and 17. 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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