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“My sheep hear my voice;
I know them,

and they follow me.

...and no one
can take them

out of the Father’s hand.
The Father and I are one.”
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Thoughts from the Second Floor Front 

IV Sunday of Easter 
May 11, 2025 

 The liturgy of the Word throughout the season of Easter is structured in the same manner each week: a 
reading from Acts, a reading from Revelation and a reading from the Fourth Gospel. The most challenging to 
embrace is, in all probability, the reading from the Book of Revelation. It is a literary genre known as Apoca-
lyptic Literature. The sacred writer does not misrepresent the visions of God he receives, but to us it seems that 
he is certainly disguising them. Sometimes these disguises take on extraordinary, if not bizarre, forms. Today 
is a very calm day with the Apocalypse. However, we have to ask what the vision has to do with us in our con-
temporary experience of the faith.  
 I would offer that in an analogous way we too are experiencing a “time of great distress.” The author 
was referring to an empire wide persecution against the nascent Church. Domitian, who demanded that all ad-
dress him as Dominus et Deus – My Lord and my God, had engaged in a systematic and savage attack on the 
new Way, as our faith was initially called. One of John’s purposes in writing Revelation was to offer hope to a 
beleaguered and beaten people. Evil cannot win the day because the victory is already ours in Jesus who has 
defeated the ultimate enemy – death.  
 Where then is the analogy? How is our “time of great distress” characterized? The opposition we expe-
rience will not be in the form of a wicked Emperor who forces his whimsical and capricious will on us. The 
opposition that we experience will be much more subtle. We and our values will be ignored. Not rejected but 
not even given consideration. I believe there is a sort of malaise that has affected our contemporary society. 
The malaise  is chiefly seen in a level of self absorption, if not bordering on then running over into Narcissism. 
For a disciple, this cannot be accepted.  

John writes of a great number of people in his vision. The numbers of people in our day, unlike in John 
the Seer’s vision, are not on our side. Despite a reported record number of people who came into the Church at 
Easter, our numbers are down. Whether it is Mass attendance, marriage or baptisms, which means that there is 
a greater demand on us to live in a manner consistent with the call we have received from the Shepherd whose 
voice we still hear. You have heard His voice; otherwise you would not be in a church on a Sunday morning. 
You have heard His voice and responded. As the days of this upcoming week unfold when we find ourselves 
immersed in the demands of our daily work and life, may we not only hear His voice but speak in His voice to 
others. Through us, through our self-giving not taking, through our patience, kindness and constancy may oth-
ers come to know the Risen Lord and our unity with God.  

This Sunday is generally known as Good Shepherd Sunday because the Gospel excerpt proclaimed ad-
dresses the image of Jesus as our Shepherd. As I write this the Cardinal Electors are preparing to enter the Sis-
tine Chapel for the election of a new universal Shepherd and successor to Saint Peter for the needs of our 
times. On Sabbatical in Ireland ten years ago I found myself in a unique position. I was celebrating Mass in a 
very rural area of County Donegal and the congregation in attendance was composed mainly of families who 
raise sheep for a living.  

There I was preaching about shepherds and sheep to shepherds who raise sheep for a living. For a kid 
from 28th and Tasker to preach to such a gathering on such a topic was more than a stretch. Incredibly, or per-
haps due to the congregations’ charity, I was not laughed off the altar. I was welcomed back Sunday after Sun-
day and as the time of my sabbatical was ending, I would be lying if I said I was not all that sad to be leaving 
that place. I miss it still and hope someday to return. The ancient Greek Philosopher Heraclitus was entirely 
correct when he said: No man ever steps into the same river twice. For it is not the same river and he is not the 
same man. That being true, I would at least like to put my feet in it again.  
Faithfully, 

Msgr. Diamond   

View this bulletin online at www.Discove
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Welcome to the Matthew XXV Garden
Season 5

Matthew XXV
A big round of applause to all those who were able to
come Saturday to help prepare for planting. It couldn’t
have been done so quickly and beautifully without your
help.
If available, we would love to see you again, in order to
get all the seedlings into the ground. The forecast is for a
beautiful morning.
Then we stand back and wait for God’s magic to be done.
Again, thank you,
Matthew XXV Committee
Laurie, JoEllen, Steve, & Regina

On January 5, the Feast of St. John Neumann, Fourth
Bishop of Philadelphia, Archbishop Nelson J. Pérez
released a pastoral letter, at the core of which is a call
to a pastoral change of heart, a conversion to the life-
style and mindset of a missionary disciple. The letter
also shares with us the Archbishop's vision for the
future of the Church of Philadelphia and invitation to
all Catholics to be a part of the conversation about
what that will look like.
To read the letter, watch the Archbishop’s video and
sign up for a consultation session, visit
trustandhope.org or scan the QR code with
your smart phone.

When's the last time you gave your marriage a tune-
up? Keep your engines running by getting away to-
gether on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end! Let the light of your marriage sacrament shine for
all. Make your light bright by attending the next World-
wide Marriage Encounter Experience. The next in-
person experience will be June 20-22 at St. Mary of
Providence Center, Elverson.

For more info visit: www.wwme-philly.org.

Eucharistic Adoration
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows
from the sacrifice of the Mass and serves to
deepen our hunger for Communion with

Christ and the rest of the Church.
Join us for Adoration on Friday mornings after Mass
in the chapel. You are welcome to visit anytime dur-
ing the day until we repose the Blessed Sacrament at
4:00 PM.

If a funeral is scheduled for a Friday,
there will be NO exposition.

St. John's Hospice
Thanks You!

A huge thank you to all our generous parishioners for
the donations of clothes and toiletries for St. John's
Hospice! We collected $250 and several boxes and a
couple dozen large trash bags full of donations! Our
next collection will be a Food Drive on May 31-June
1 for the Kennett Area Community Service Food
Bank. Thanks again for your generous almsgiving
during this season of Lent.

Vie  this bulleti  o li e at iscover ss com
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Sunday, May 11, 2025 
Heed Christ’s Voice 
Today’s Readings: Acts 13:14, 43–52; Psalm 100:1–2, 3, 
5; Revelation 7:9, 14b–17; John 10:27–30.  
Having been raised in the country near many farms, I know 
the demanding work that a farmer/shepherd must put in to 
keep the flock or herd healthy and safe. Like our story, the 
farmer knows the herd and the herd knows him. My uncle 
Jack knew each of his cattle and could tell if one was miss-
ing. Similarly, we have come to know Christ in Baptism, 
and he intimately knows us. In Baptism, Jesus calls us to be 
heralds of justice and compassion. We hope that during 
Lent our reflection led us to listen more carefully and heed 
Jesus’ invitation. 

Paul and Barnabas, members of the flock, heeded Jesus’ 
call and went forth preaching. The First Reading tells us 
about the abuse and persecution they suffered on one trip. 
When we pay attention and listen to Jesus’ call, we are obe-
dient to his will and are faithful disciples. When you pray, 
what does Jesus ask of you and to what does he invite you? 
The beauty in all this is that Jesus calls us from all races 
and nations to bear witness to God’s love. We are a diverse 
flock with many diverse gifts to share. We are one with 
each other as Jesus is one with his Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Today’s Gospel affirms that no matter what, Jesus 
will care for us and protect us. We truly are his people and 
forever joined to him. Engage in some active imagination 
with the image of resting in God’s hand. What comforts 
you or challenges you in this image? 

Timothy A. Johnston 

FFOOUURRTTHH    SSUUNNDDAAYY  OOFF  EEAASSTTEERR  
GGoooodd  SShheepphheerrdd  
O Shepherd of Israel, 
you know your sheep by name and call us to heed your voice. 
When we were lost and afraid, you sent your only Son, Jesus, 
the font of life-giving water, 
to quench our thirsty hearts 
and, by grace, restore us to life. 
Open our ears so that we may hear the voice of Jesus, 
who shepherds us on the path to eternal life, 
and grant to those who follow Christ 
refreshment and protection. 
Increase our faith in your Son 
so that, with joy, 
we may announce the gift of salvation to your flock. 
May your reign eliminate all hunger and thirst 
and draw all creation closer to you. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Written by Timothy A. Johnston 

The Paschal Candle 
A question arose about the Easter Candle (often called the 
Paschal candle as well) and what it is that Msgr. Diamond 
puts in the candle at the Easter vigil.   
This is a great question since our new candle was blessed at 
the Easter Vigil and it will be used throughout the year as a 
source of light at Baptisms and at funerals as a sign of the 
Christians own Passover.  From this candle, you may re-
call,  your own candles were lite that evening illuminating 
the darken church as we celebrated our Lord’s resurrection.  
The new candle is a symbol of our renewed life in Christ, 
our hearts burn with the Joy of the resurrection. 
If you take a moment after Mass some time, take a close 
look at what you see.  A cross, symbolizing the Paschal 
mystery, Jesus death and Resurrection.  You also see two 
Greek letters; alpha, the first letter in the Greek alphabet, 
and the omega, the last letter in the alphabet (see yellow 
square).  These letters represent that God is everlasting, 

encompasses all things, from first to 
last, the beginning to the end - all of 
life.  From the time you are born, to the 
time you die.  You also will notice five 
objects that look like pins (blue circles).  
These are inserted into the candle while 
prayers are recited.  They are grains of 
incense that represent the five wounds 
of Jesus; two for his hands, one for his 
feet, one for the spear that pierced his 
side and one for the crown of thorns.  
The last item to mention are the numer-
als for the new year (red square). 
Like all symbols the candle reflects ele-
ments of our faith.  God is the first and 
the last, from the time of our baptism, 
to the time of our death.  Always burn-
ing, ever present at the font of our sal-
vation. 

 

View this bulletin online at www.Discove
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Sunday
May 18
11:45 AM

Join our Parish Pro-Life Group in
the church on Sunday, May 18, at
11:45 AM, as we pray a Rosary and
the Litany of Loreto for the unborn
and an end to abortion. It is a perfect way to perform a
spiritual work of mercy for the most vulnerable.

This event is scheduled every 3rd Sunday so please
mark your calendar now. Bring a friend.

HEED THE CALL
VOCATION OFFICE FOR
DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD

Visit our website
WWW.HeedTheCall.org

Did you realize St. Cornelius
has a Facebook page?

Like us on Facebook to stay up to date with
information about upcoming events, how
you can become active on committees, and
other parish news.

Mark Your Calendar!!!
American Red Cross Blood
Drive at St. Cornelius!!
Thursday –May 15, 2025

1PM to 6PM

You can register at redcrossblood.org using Zip Code
19317 and Refine Search or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767) Call Marilyn at 484-947-7295 leaving your
name and phone number with any questions.
The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors
can fulfill that need. Nationwide, someone needs a unit of
blood every 2 to 3 seconds. Blood cannot be manufac-
tured. It can only come from generous donors like YOU.
Be that Good Samaritan! Be a donor on May 15th !!!
Eligibility questions? Call the Red Cross Donor Center

@ 1-866-236-3276

Easter Collection
Our Easter collection this
year, which includes all the
Easter envelopes from Jan-
uary 1, 2025 up to Sunday,
April 27, 2025 as well as
the Sunday envelope from April 20th as well as
WeShare contributions, came to a strong total of
$45,222.00.
We are grateful for the continuous generosity our
parish always demonstrates towards one another, the
parish and the wider community.

Thank You!

33 Dൺඒඌ ඈൿ Eඎർඁൺඋංඌඍංർ Gඅඈඋඒ
As we close out the three-year National Eucharistic
Revival on the Solemnity of the
Most Holy Body and Blood of
Jesus Christ, let us prepare our
own heart to fall deeper in love
with Jesus in the Most Blessed
Sacrament by making a personal
consecration to Our Eucharistic
Lord on Sunday, June 22, 2025.
We will use Matthew Kelly’s
book, 33 Days to Eucharistic
Glory. If you want to follow
along in the book, it may be pur-
chased on Amazon at https://a.co/d/gFZEu20. Pur-
chase is not essential. We will begin preparing on
Tuesday, May 20.
To sign up for daily messages for your 33 days of
preparation, please send an email to Michelle at vir-
ginmaryfiat@gmail.com with “2025 Eucharistic
Consecration” in the subject line, and in the body of
the email, put your name and parish, St. Cornelius.
Please send an email if you have any questions. Invite
a friend to join you in growing closer to Jesus.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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In a world that can be void of meaning and leave young
adults restless and dissatisfied, Young Catholic Profes-
sionals Philadelphia brings together young professionals
in their 20s and 30s into a community of belonging, sup-
port, and encouragement at all stages of your faith jour-
ney. Young Catholic Professionals empowers and
equips you to live your Catholic faith through everyday
work and to perform all work with excellence for the
glory of God.
Our patron saint is Saint Joseph the Worker. Our mis-
sion calls upon the intercession of Saint Joseph the
Worker, a simple carpenter who reminds us of the im-
portance of stillness, reflection, and prayer.
Young Catholic Professionals mission is to challenge,
train, and inspire young adults working in various pro-
fessional careers to work in witness for Christ. For
more information go to our local Philadelphia website at

www.ycpphiladelphia.org/cpages/home

Help provide home cooked meals to neighbors in need!
Caring for Friends (formerly Aid for Friends) is collect-
ing frozen meals and soups for homebound seniors and
food insecure individuals. Meal trays and soup contain-
ers can be found in the utility closet on the right of the
side door of the narthex. Consider putting aside an ex-
tra dinner or soup portion, freeze it and then bring it to
the freezer also located in the utility closet. PLEASE
sign the meals and soup in on the list attached to the
shelves next to the freezer. The food is distributed all
over the Greater Philadelphia Area. This effort is on-
going at our parish. We invite you to contribute what
you can. If you have questions, please contact Nancy
Todor 609-234-1193

May 4, 2025
WeShare eGiving $9,651.40
Envelope Offering $10,726.50

$20,377.90

“For where your treasure is,
there also will your heart be.”

Luke 12:34

The Sunday collection is very important
for us to maintain our fiscal responsibili-
ties. So, if you are away on a Sunday,
ENJOY; but remember YOUR church.

St. Cornelius
Early Learning Center

Last month our early learning center was filled with smiles
and sweet treats as our little friends enjoyed “Donuts with
Dad”— a special time shared with dads, grandpas, uncles,
and other important men in their lives. The room buzzed
with excitement as the children proudly shared donuts,
juice, and laughter with their guests. It was a heartwarm-
ing sight to see so many meaningful connections being
celebrated, creating lasting memories over sprinkles and
sticky fingers. We ar
ful to all the wonde
men who came out to
make this day ext
special!

l

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

AND THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM
Dominique Copper, Brian Walheim, Bob McKinney,
Mindy Tumolo, Angelo Tiberi, Dorothy Brady, James
Egner, Joan Carrington, River Agren, Rosemarie Tangi,
Kathryn Howland, John Faulkner, Sr., Janice Letourneau,
Lorraine Farrugia, Amy Hartranft, Patricia Ackerman, Do-
ris Wysocki, Peyton Lott, Brittany Lott, Ed Lovell, Lillian
Corbett, Eileen Kane, C. McCollum, Joshua Gidlewski,
Denise Banta, Patty Burke, Tom Eno, Diana Duffy, Isaac
Burks, Nancy Cunningham, Jay Holland, Thomas Drane,
Kara Ulatowski, Harold Von Brockdorff, Mary Helen Ar-
thur, Anne Spetzer, Carolyn Duffy, Carleen Peters, Marian
Short, Matthew Hess, Bryan Thompson, Paul Lucas, Carla
Santoleri, Richard Meccarrielli, Edward Field, Judy Field,
Joyce Monaco, Matthew Hurst, Leonard Smith, Jr., Jim
Waters, Kathie Buckley, Bernice & Arthur Hindle, Sean
Mulvey, Patricia Wells, Kathy Williams, Michael Gibbons,
Shirley Masse, Ellen Brisgone, Laura O'Brien-Black, Eliza-
beth Kephart, Tina Landis, Bill & Theresa Sherwin,
Michelle Dillione, Chris Roe, Frank Kuders, Dave and
Ronnie Pryce, Rosemary Brennan, Ellie May McGrath,
Vicki Wojdak, Andrea Bateman, Brandon Heacock, Nancy
Young, Billy Lott, Nanci Ehmer, Ken Rudert, Ed Shell,
Ellie McCreight, Ellie Griem, Gregory Varacchi, Michael
McKinnen, Connie Carney, Luke Post, Jim Buckley, Je-
rome Lienhard

SSG Ana Brunal
SPC Mike Canfield
Cpl Michael Castle
Lt. Connor Cleary

Fr. Joseph Coffey (Chaplain)
Maj Robert B. Cusick, Jr.
Capt Joshua deFreitas

SSGT Michael DiVernieri
Cadet Emily Fanning
Lt. Ryan Gallagher
SSG. Eric Gardner

Capt Matthew Gibbons
Ens Patrick Gibbons

Ens John Paul Gibbons
Maj Rachel Gonzalez
SPC Logan Hannum
Sgt Andrew Hart
Devin J. Hunt

PO1 Nathan R. Keller
1st Lt Lauren Kinnee
Spc. Andrew Koehler
Capt Daniel Kohli
Maj. Chris Love
Maj. Megan Love

Sgt Jason Lyons
2nd Lt. Kevin Malone
Sgt Alexander Marlow
PFC Zachary Marlow

Lt. Cmdr Daniel McCadden
Capt Jonathan McGrath
LT Molly K. McGuckin

LCDR Ryan A. McGuckin
Maj. Sean P. Noll

Lt. Col Brian J. O’Shea
Lt. Cmdr Inga O’Shea
Maj James O’Shea

Sgt. Maj. Justin Rogowski
PFC L Roland

LTJG Christian Samulewicz
1st Lt. Olivia Samulewicz
Capt. Neal F. Schubert
Ens Nicholas Spadaccini
MSG Thomas Stone
Cpl Mark Truex

Lt. Christopher Vish
Capt. Aidan Walsh
PFC Ellianna Welsh
Capt Jennifer Wynn

Let us pray for our Men and Women
serving in the Armed Forces. Especially for:

The Ministry
of Consolation

A St. Cornelius community response to the needs of
people grieving the death of a significant person/
persons in their lives, the ministry honors the words
and example of the Lord Jesus:
"Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled"

(Matthew 5:4).
A team of four St. Cornelius church members have
been trained to set up and facilitate a Support Group
for the Consolation Ministry.
OnMay 17, 2025, the Consolation Group will meet at
the Parish Life Center, Fr. Simon Room from
2:30pm to 3:30pm.

Contact Joan Holliday for any questions
dochollisv@aol.com or call (610) 717-2180.

CRS NATIONAL SPOTLIGHT
Now more than ever, it’s important to ensure
that the most vulnerable among us can lead
healthy, prosperous lives. Malaria, a disease spread
by mosquitoes, kills nearly 600,000 people a year.
However, insecticide-treated bed nets and medicines
like seasonal malaria chemoprevention (SMC) help
to protect families from malaria.
Catholic Relief Services and local partners distribut-
ed over 35.2 million insecticide-treated bed nets in
2024 to help protect children and families from ma-
laria. This helped to avert over 3.3 million estimated
malaria cases and over 24,700 estimated malaria
deaths among chil-
dren under age 5.
Please help us
continue this work
by urging Con-
gress and the Ad-
ministration to halt
and reverse all ter-
minations of life-
saving and life-
affirming USAID
humanitarian and development assistance. Thank you
for your support!

Vie  this bulleti  o li e at iscover ss com
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HHeellppiinngg HHaannddss
aanndd HHeeaarrttss

This ministry offers temporary help (meals, errands,
etc.) to individuals and families in need! If you are
aware of someone in need or would like to be a vol-
unteer helper, please contact Marilyn Gustin at
mgustin05@gmail.com (484) 947-7295.

Msgr. Diamond’s weekly Thursday Email is a popular
weekly newsletter for our parishioners. Currently there
are over 1,125 people who receive his email each
Thursday afternoon. If you would like to be on our dis-
tribution list, please call the office at (610) 459-2502 or
send your request to be added to our distribution at

Stcorn1@comcast.net.

SAINT CORNELIUS
Early Learning Center

ENROLLMENT OPEN FOR THE
2025 - 2026

SCHOOLYEAR!
At Saint Cornelius Early Learning Center we are ded-
icated to educating each child to learn academic and
social skills for success in their future. Our energetic
teachers and staff create a nurturing, creative and ex-
citing environment for children to learn, grow, and
thrive!

Now enrolling PreK 3, PreK4 and
Kindergarten!

CONTACT US
For more information or to schedule a tour, please
email Abigail McCusker at

akohlbrenner@scornelius.org
or call the Early Learning Center office at

(610) 459 - 8663.

Giving Hope to All

PPiillggrriimmaaggee ttoo tthheeBBaassiilliiccaa SShhrriinnee
ooff OOuurr LLaaddyy ooff tthheeMMiirraaccuulloouussMMeeddaall

MMoonnddaayy,, MMaayy 1122,, 22002255

The parish is planning a pilgrimage to the Basilica Shrine
of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, located in the Ger-
mantown section of the city of Philadelphia. We will be
carpooling and asking for volunteer drivers. We meet at
St. Cornelius at 8:15, leave no later than 8:30am and ar-
rive at the shrine by 9:30. Upon arrival, there will be a
Tour and History of the Basilica Shrine and the Miracu-
lous Medal. The donation for this is $15. Following the
tour, we will have the opportunity for Confession and Ad-
oration. The Rosary will be recited, followed by the Mi-
raculous Medal Novena prayers and Mass. We will be
bringing our own Lunch and spend time in the Gift Shop
and tour the Rosary Walk. Our departure time will be
2PM.
If you are interested in going on the Miraculous Medal
Shrine Pilgrimage, please sign up below! Again, we are
asking for volunteer drivers! If you need additional infor-
mation, please contact Agnes at 302-290-3486 or
agnesa324@verizon.net.

Fourth Sunday of Easter,
May 11 2025

“I have made you a light to
the Gentiles, that you may be
an instrument of salvation to
the ends of the earth.”

— Acts 13:47b

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sunday Mass Intentions 
7:30 AM Deceased members of the  
   DiFrancesco Family 
9:00 AM Barbara Kolp 
11:00 AM Mary Elizabeth Vendzules 
4:00 PM Donald Daly 

PILGRIM STATUE 
05 - 11 - 2025   Mary Chuchman 
05 - 18 - 2025   Isabel Mueller 
05 - 25 - 2025   Open 
The new sign-up sheet for 2025 is now 
available.  Feel free to pick your dates. 

Call Carla Santoleri at (610) 361-8447 
for more information. 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
(Week of May 12 - May 16) 

Saturday Vigil / Sunday Morning 
Intention:  Missa pro populo (Mass for the people) 
Reading:  Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5;  
 Rev 7:9, 14b-17; Jn 10:27-30  

Monday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Marie Murphy 
Reading:  Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3, 43:3,4; Jn 10:1-10  

Tuesday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Vantie Felicione 
Reading:  Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
 Jn 10:22-30  

Wednesday 7:30 AM 
Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle  

Intention:  Marian Cullen 
Reading:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6,  
 7-8; Jn 15:9-17  

Thursday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Bruce Parker 
Reading:  Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and  
 27; Jn 13:16-20  

Friday 7:30 AM 
Intention:  Frances Kane 
Reading:  Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab;  
 Jn 14:1-6  

 CAMP CORNELIUS 
Location: Saint Cornelius Early Learning Center 

160 Ridge Road 
Chadds Ford, PA 19317  

This summer we are excited to bring  
four weeks of summer fun!  

 
Half day: 9:00 am- 12:00 pm  
Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

PreK3 to 2nd grade  
Week of June 16th 
Week of June 23rd 
Week of July 7th 

Week of July 14th 

A summer camp experience for children  
ages PreK3 through 2nd grade.  

Volunteer opportunities available for older  
students. 

Half Day Camp (9am-12pm) 
˚225 per week  

Full Day Camp (9am-3pm)  
˚365 per week  

Before care (8 AM) and After care (until 5 PM) 
are available  

Questions? Contact: 
Director: Debbie Anderson 

danderson@scornelius.org / 610-459-8663 

Cooking 
 Art 
      STEM 
         Sports 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SHEPHERDS LIKE JESUS 
 Each year this Fourth Sunday of Easter celebrates 
Jesus the Good Shepherd. Today’s Gospel seems espe-
cially timely, for as Christians worldwide suffer perse-
cution like Paul and Barnabas, Jesus promises his sheep 
enduring, invincible safety: “They shall never perish. 
No one can take them out of my hand.” But we who are 
free to live our faith peacefully sometimes take our 
membership in Jesus’ flock for granted, wandering 
astray to seek our own pleasure and prosperity. The 
simple cross that Pope Francis always wears seems to 
show us how Jesus responds to that. Francis’s cross fea-
tures an image of Jesus, who has sought and found a 
lost sheep, then joyfully set it on his shoulders to carry 
it gently home. May Good Shepherd Sunday inspire us, 
so often lost and found ourselves, to assist Jesus in 
seeking, finding, and gently carrying home our fellow 
precious lambs. 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The reception of Holy Communion at Sunday Mass 
is such an expected feature of the Mass these days that 
it is surprising to realize that for many centuries, receiv-
ing Communion was a relatively rare event in the life of 
a faithful Christian. “Easter duty” means that Catholics 
must celebrate reconciliation if aware of serious sin, 
and receive Holy Communion during the Easter season. 

For a while, this was a requirement of Easter week, and 
later extended to the whole season of fifty days, and 
even beyond that by a few weeks. For the majority of 
people long ago, this meant Communion was a once-a-
year moment. A rather complex bureaucracy grew up 
around this rule in the Middle Ages. Amazingly, people 
received a kind of token at confession admitting them to 
Communion in their home parish, which then kept care-
ful records and reported them to the bishop. 
 Surviving records can tell us a great deal about our 
ancestors. In fact, people were encouraged to journey to 
the church of their baptism in order to fulfill their duty, 
and therefore the Easter duty includes in its origins a 
grateful pilgrimage to the font in which you were first 
embraced by Christ. If your “Holy Mother Church” is 
within a drive, why not make a pilgrimage to that font a 
feature of your Easter celebration of these fifty days? 

—James Field 
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